PRODUCTION AND TRADE IN FOREST PRODUCTS IN RUSSIA

Economic situation

Economic situation in the Russian Federation in 2002 and in the first half of 2003 is characterized by relatively high indices of development, which can be seen from Table 1.

Table 1

Basic indicators of economic and social development of the Russian Federation in 2002 – 2003.

	
	2002/2001,%
	January-June 2003/

January-June 2002,%

	Gross domestic product
	104.3
	106.8

	Industrial output
	103.7
	107.2

	Investment in fixed capital
	102.6
	111.9

	Foreign trade turnover
	107.8
	127.3


During 2002 the gross domestic product increased by 4.3%, industrial output – by 3.7%, investment in fixed capital – by 2.6%. The rates of growth of economic indicators for the first half of 2003 were considerably higher against 2002.

High rates of growth of basic economic indicators are forecast to remain in 2003 and 2004.

Production and export of roundwood

In 2002 production of roundwood from all types of fellings (final and intermediate fellings) accounted for 125.3 mln m3, which is 7.5 mln m3 higher as compared with 2001. The total volume of roundwood production comprises 47.6% of saw logs, 42.4% - pulpwood and 10% - other roundwood.

In 2002 export of roundwood also increased by 16.1% against 2001. In total  29.4% of roundwood was exported, including 23.9% of coniferous saw logs, 2.9% of non-coniferous saw logs, 45.2% of coniferous pulpwood, 48.8% of non-coniferous pulpwood. (Table 2)

Table 2.

Production and export of roundwood in 2002

	
	Production,

mln m3
	Export,

mln m3
	Share of export in total production, %

	Coniferous saw logs
	46.0
	11.0
	23.9

	Non-coniferous saw logs
	13.6
	0.4
	2.9

	Coniferous pulpwood
	32.1
	14.5
	45.2

	Non-coniferous pulpwood
	21.1
	10.3
	48.8

	Other roundwood
	12.5
	0.6
	4.8

	Roundwood, total
	125.3
	36.8
	29.4


The main countries, to which roundwood was exported from the Russian Federation in 2002 were: China – 37.5%, Finland – 31.2%, Japan – 13.0%, Sweden – 6.3%. During the first half of 2003 export of roundwood declined slightly – by 2% against the same period of 2002.

Sawnwood

The production of sawnwood is developing at low rates. According to the data of Goscomstat of Russia the output of sawnwood in 2002 accounted for 19.2 mln m3, which is 0.4 mln m3 less than in 2001. Over the first half of 2003 the growth was only 0.9% against the same period of 2002.

In 2001 export of sawnwood was 7.7 mln m3, in 2002 - 9.0 mln m3, in the first half of 2003 – 5.3 mln m3. The major importers of sawnwood are Japan, Egypt, Great Britain, Germany, China and Italy.

Plywood

Over the recent years production of plywood in the Russian Federation has been developing at high rates. Over the period 1998-2002 production of plywood increased by 65.2% and mounted  to 1821 ths m3 in 2002. In the first half of 2003 the growth of plywood production accounted for 8.9%. The greater part of plywood output is exported, 1157 ths m3 in 2002 or 63.5% of the total output.

The major countries to which plywood is exported are USA, Ireland, Great Britain, Egypt, Italy, Finland, Germany.

Particle board

In 2002 production of particle board was 2743.7 ths m3 or 107.8% as compared with 2001. In 2002 export accounted for 146.6 ths m3 – 94.5% of the output in 2001. The main countries importing particle board from Russia were CIS countries (Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan).

In 2002 import of particle board was 396.6 ths m3, which is 47.2 ths m3 more than in 2001. In 2002 there was an increase in domestic consumption of particle board.

In the first half of 2003 production of particle board increased by 20.7%  against 2002. Export to CIS countries increases as well.

Fiberboard

In 2002 production of fiberboard was amounted to1045 ths m3 or 109.2% against 2001. Export accounted for 244 ths m3 and import – 98.2 ths m3. Fiberboard was exported to Syria, Kazakhstan, Turkey, Azerbaijan.

Over the first half of 2003 production increased by 2.2%. Import increased as well.

Pulp, paper and paperboard

Over the recent years production and export of pulp, paper and paperboard in the Russian Federation has been developing in a dynamic way.

In the period of 1998-2002 production of pulp increased by 67.9% and paper and paperboard board – by 63.9%. The data on production and trade in pulp, paper and paperboard is given in Table 3. 

Table 3.

duction, export and import of pulp and paper products
 in 2001-2002
	
	2001
	2002

	Production, ths t

	- pulp
	2163
	2291

	- paper and paperboard
	5625
	5980

	Export, ths t

	- pulp
	1785
	1885

	- paper and paperboard
	2357
	2462

	Import, ths t

	- pulp
	33.3
	47.4

	- paper and paperboard
	617.8
	686.0


In 2002 growth of pulp production was 5.9%, paper and paperboard – 6.3% against 2001. In the first half of 2003 growth rates slowed down and were as follows: pulp – 1.5%, paper – 2.2%, paperboard  - 7.3%.

 In 2002 export of pulp was 1885 ths t, which is 5.6% more as compared with 2001, paper and paperboard  - 2465 ths  t (4.6% growth).

The major importers of pulp from the Russian Federation (according to the data for 2002) are China – 35.5%, Ireland – 12.9%, Hungary – 3.4%. Paper and paperboard are exported to India, Germany, Great Britain, Turkey, China.

In the Russian Federation the volume of paper and paperboard import still remains considerable. In 2002 import of paper and paperboard accounted for 686ths t, which is 68 ths t more than in 2001.

Projected indicators of production, consumption, export and import of forest products in the Russian Federation for 2003 and 2004 are given in Table 4. 

Table 4

Projected indicators of production, consumption, export and import of forest products in the Russian Federation for 2003 and 2004
	 Product
	 
	Historical data
	Revised
	Estimate
	Forecast

	
	Unit
	2001
	2002
	2002
	2003
	2004

	SAWLOGS AND VENEER LOGS, CONIFEROUS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Removals
	1000 m3
	45 300
	 
	55 800
	 
	46 000
	46 380
	46 450

	Imports
	1000 m3
	0
	#
	0
	#
	0
	0
	0

	Exports
	1000 m3
	10 200
	#
	10 200
	#
	11 000
	10 080
	9 250

	Apparent consumption
	1000 m3
	28 600
	 
	45 600
	 
	35 000
	36 300
	37 200

	SAWLOGS AND VENEER LOGS, NON-CONIFEROUS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Removals
	1000 m3
	12 500
	 
	12 000
	 
	13 600
	15 100
	16 100

	Imports
	1000 m3
	600
	#
	0
	#
	800
	820
	850

	Exports
	1000 m3
	200
	#
	400
	#
	400
	420
	450

	Apparent consumption
	1000 m3
	12 900
	 
	11 600
	 
	14 000
	15 500
	16 500

	of which, tropical logs
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Imports
	1000 m3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Exports
	1000 m3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Net Trade
	1000 m3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	PULPWOOD (ROUND AND SPLIT), CONIFEROUS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Removals
	1000 m3
	27 800
	 
	35 900
	 
	32 100
	32 900
	33 500

	Imports
	1000 m3
	0
	#
	0
	#
	0
	0
	0

	Exports
	1000 m3
	12 100
	#
	14 500
	#
	14 500
	14 600
	14 800

	Apparent consumption
	1000 m3
	15 700
	 
	21 400
	 
	17 600
	18 300
	18 700

	PULPWOOD (ROUND AND SPLIT), NON-CONIFEROUS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Removals
	1000 m3
	19 800
	 
	11 600
	 
	21 100
	23 500
	23 900

	Imports
	1000 m3
	0
	#
	0
	#
	0
	0
	0

	Exports
	1000 m3
	8 600
	#
	10 300
	#
	10 300
	10 400
	10 500

	Apparent consumption
	1000 m3
	11 200
	 
	1 300
	 
	10 800
	13 100
	13 400

	WOOD RESIDUES, CHIPS AND PARTICLES
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Domestic supply
	1000 m3
	4 400
	C
	4 600
	C
	4 600
	5 300
	5 800

	Imports
	1000 m3
	1
	C
	1
	C
	0
	0
	0

	Exports
	1000 m3
	600
	C
	600
	C
	600
	600
	600

	Apparent consumption
	1000 m3
	3 801
	 
	4 001
	 
	4 000
	4 700
	5 200

	OTHER INDUSTRIAL ROUNDWOOD, CONIFEROUS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Removals
	1000 m3
	7 500
	 
	7 800
	 
	7 600
	7 600
	7 700

	OTHER INDUSTRIAL ROUNDWOOD, NON-CONIFEROUS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Removals
	1000 m3
	4 900
	 
	5 000
	 
	4 900
	5 000
	5 000

	WOOD FUEL, CONIFEROUS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Removals
	1000 m3
	18 800
	 
	19 500
	 
	18 800
	18 900
	19 000

	WOOD FUEL, NON-CONIFEROUS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Removals
	1000 m3
	28 100
	 
	29 300
	 
	28 100
	28 200
	28 300


	 Product
	 
	Historical data
	Revised
	Estimate
	Forecast

	
	Unit
	2001
	2002
	2002
	2003
	2004

	SAWNWOOD, CONIFEROUS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Production
	1000 m3
	17 060
	 
	19 360
	 
	16 900
	17 510
	18 040

	Imports
	1000 m3
	10
	 
	11
	 
	12
	12
	12

	Exports
	1000 m3
	7 325
	 
	8 580
	 
	8 610
	9 050
	9 550

	Apparent consumption
	1000 m3
	9 745
	 
	10 791
	 
	8 302
	8 472
	8 502

	SAWNWOOD, NON-CONIFEROUS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Production
	1000 m3
	2 540
	 
	2 640
	 
	2 300
	2 390
	2 460

	Imports
	1000 m3
	5
	 
	5
	 
	5
	5
	5

	Exports
	1000 m3
	375
	 
	440
	 
	420
	450
	450

	Apparent consumption
	1000 m3
	2 170
	 
	2 205
	 
	1 885
	1 945
	2 015

	of which, tropical sawnwood
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Production
	1000 m3
	0
	 
	0
	 
	0
	0
	0

	Imports
	1000 m3
	0
	R
	0
	R
	0
	0
	0

	Exports
	1000 m3
	0
	 
	0
	 
	0
	0
	0

	Apparent consumption
	1000 m3
	0
	 
	0
	 
	0
	0
	0

	VENEER SHEETS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Production
	1000 m3
	58
	C
	65
	C
	79
	90
	103

	Imports
	1000 m3
	3
	C
	4
	C
	3
	3
	3

	Exports
	1000 m3
	15
	C
	19
	C
	19
	22
	24

	Apparent consumption
	1000 m3
	46
	 
	50
	 
	63
	71
	82

	of which, tropical veneer sheets
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Production
	1000 m3
	0
	 
	0
	R
	0
	0
	0

	Imports
	1000 m3
	0
	R
	0
	R
	0
	0
	0

	Exports
	1000 m3
	0
	 
	0
	 
	0
	0
	0

	Apparent consumption
	1000 m3
	0
	 
	0
	 
	0
	0
	0

	PLYWOOD
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Production
	1000 m3
	1 590
	C
	1 808
	C
	1 821
	2 045
	2 200

	Imports
	1000 m3
	25
	C
	31
	C
	31
	25
	25

	Exports
	1000 m3
	1 032
	C
	1 157
	C
	1 157
	1 300
	1 420

	Apparent consumption
	1000 m3
	583
	 
	682
	 
	695
	770
	805

	of which, tropical plywood
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Production
	1000 m3
	0
	 
	0
	 
	0
	0
	0

	Imports
	1000 m3
	0
	R
	0
	R
	0
	0
	0

	Exports
	1000 m3
	0
	 
	0
	 
	0
	0
	 

	Apparent consumption
	1000 m3
	0
	 
	0
	 
	0
	0
	0

	PARTICLE BOARD (including OSB)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Production
	1000 m3
	2 545
	 
	2 732
	 
	2 744
	3 210
	3 500

	Imports
	1000 m3
	349
	 
	428
	 
	397
	450
	480

	Exports
	1000 m3
	155
	 
	165
	 
	147
	190
	220

	Apparent consumption
	1000 m3
	2 739
	 
	2 995
	 
	2 994
	3 470
	3 760

	of which, OSB
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Production
	1000 m3
	0
	 
	0
	 
	0
	0
	0

	Imports
	1000 m3
	0
	 
	0
	 
	0
	0
	0

	Exports
	1000 m3
	0
	 
	0
	 
	0
	0
	0

	Apparent consumption
	1000 m3
	0
	 
	0
	 
	0
	0
	0

	FIBREBOARD
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Production
	1000 m3
	957
	C
	1 031
	C
	1 045
	1 140
	1 280

	Imports
	1000 m3
	126
	C
	183
	C
	98
	144
	160

	Exports
	1000 m3
	206
	C
	242
	C
	244
	272
	310

	Apparent consumption
	1000 m3
	877
	 
	972
	 
	899
	1 012
	1 130

	Hardboard
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Production
	1000 m3
	700
	 
	726
	 
	740
	786
	861

	Imports
	1000 m3
	0
	 
	0
	 
	0
	0
	0

	Exports
	1000 m3
	206
	 
	242
	 
	244
	272
	310

	Apparent consumption
	1000 m3
	494
	 
	484
	 
	496
	514
	551

	MDF (Medium density)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Production
	1000 m3
	239
	 
	286
	 
	286
	335
	400

	Imports
	1000 m3
	126
	 
	183
	 
	98
	144
	160

	Exports
	1000 m3
	0
	 
	0
	 
	0
	0
	0

	Apparent consumption
	1000 m3
	365
	 
	469
	 
	384
	479
	560

	Insulating board
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Production
	1000 m3
	18
	 
	19
	 
	19
	19
	19

	Imports
	1000 m3
	0
	 
	0
	 
	0
	0
	0

	Exports
	1000 m3
	0
	 
	0
	 
	0
	0
	0

	Apparent consumption
	1000 m3
	18
	 
	19
	 
	19
	19
	19

	WOOD PULP
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Production
	1000 m.t.
	6 152
	C
	6 414
	C
	6 511
	6 651
	6 790

	Imports
	1000 m.t.
	33
	C
	47
	C
	47
	40
	35

	Exports
	1000 m.t.
	1 785
	C
	1 870
	C
	1 885
	1 950
	2 000

	Apparent consumption
	1000 m.t.
	4 400
	 
	4 591
	 
	4 673
	4 741
	4 825

	PAPER & PAPERBOARD
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Production
	1000 m.t.
	5 625
	C
	5 915
	C
	5 980
	6 430
	6 880

	Imports
	1000 m.t.
	618
	C
	602
	C
	686
	690
	700

	Exports
	1000 m.t.
	2 357
	C
	2 441
	C
	2 462
	2 550
	2 700

	Apparent consumption
	1000 m.t.
	3 886
	 
	4 076
	 
	4 204
	4 570
	4 880
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