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1. The meeting of the joint Bureaux of the UNECE Timber Committee (TC) and the 
FAO European Forestry Commission (EFC) on 3 April 2009 was attended by Mr. 
Glavonjic (Serbia), Chairman of the UNECE Timber Committee, Ms. Ferreira 
(Portugal), Chair of the European Forestry Commission, Mr. Blombäck (Sweden), 
Mr. Chaudron (France), Mr. Dengg (Germany), Mr. Filipchuk (Russian Federation), 
Ms. Langner (United States of America) and Mr. Valgepea (Estonia). The secretariat 
was represented by Mr. Prins, Chief, UNECE/FAO Timber Section, supported by 
Mss. Briens, Charles and Hirsch, Messrs. Korotkov, Michalak and Pepke. Mr. 
Whiteman participated for FAO. 

 
2. Messrs. Dogru and Sletnes sent their regrets for being unable to attend. 

 
Item 1  Adoption of the agenda  

 
3. The provisional agenda was adopted without modifications. 

 
Item 2  Arrangements for chairing the meeting  

 
4. According to past practice, the Chairpersons of the Timber Committee and European 

Forestry Commission co-chaired the meeting. 
 

Item 3  Implementation of the UNECE/FAO programme of work on timber and forestry 
 

5. The secretariat reported on the implementation of the work programme in each of its 
five work areas, as set out in the background note. The Bureaux discussed issues 
related to each work area. The main results and recommendations are summarized 
below. 

 
6. Work area 1: The Bureaux encouraged the secretariat to follow up with countries to 

improve the response rate and quality of the Timber Committee Questionnaire and 
country market reports. It noted that extrabudgetary funds are necessary to build on 
the capacity building efforts previously undertaken by Mr. Clark, seconded by the UK 
Forestry Commission until July 2008. 
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7. Work area 2: The Bureaux supported the secretariat’s efforts, in particular early 
collection of resources (in kind, funds and logistics) for the State of Europe’s Forests 
report, and joint activities by the secretariat and the MCPFE Liaison Unit Oslo. When 
organizing the process of the elaboration of the new report on forests and forest 
management in Europe, relevant attention and resources should be secured for the 
efficient maintenance of communication with countries. This particularly refers to 
data dissemination (through the interactive database), which should be done 
simultaneously with the release of the main report. 

 
8. The Bureaux discussed various aspects of reporting “by forest type” in the context of 

reporting for the next MCPFE. Several concerns were raised related to understanding, 
availability of data and timing, and the Bureaux agreed that a pilot application should 
improve information not only about the distribution of the new forest types but also 
on the ability of countries to report. The need for paying particular attention to the 
consistency of reporting after the new types are introduced was also addressed. 

 
9. Work area 3: The Bureaux noted the ambitions related to the development of a new 

outlook study, and stressed the need to focus the questions and the study early, and to 
assure its policy relevance. It should be decided at an early stage which models could 
help answer some of the questions. It commended the secretariat for its approach to 
work with partners and other projects such as the EUWood project, to produce a 
study in time for the next MCPFE, if possible. Bureaux members suggested 
considering the option of producing an interim study, which would address a few key 
questions. The Bureaux noted the need for securing additional resources, in the 
absence of significant regular and extrabudgetary funds. The secretariat stressed that 
in-kind resources in the form of secondments by national experts have in the past 
been major contributions and encourages countries to consider this possibility for this 
new study. 

 
10. The Bureaux requested the secretariat to lay out precisely, in the requests to be sent to 

countries, the role of outlook study correspondents, and the way it differs from Team 
members. Correspondents should be experts who know the data and understand the 
policy dimension; they should be able to make judgments and interpret the results of 
scenarios. 

 
11. The Bureaux was informed that Russia had requested FAO assistance on developing a 

Russian outlook study. The United States informed that they will have an outlook 
study and have established contact with Canadian colleagues. Whether a joint North 
American outlook will be possible is uncertain at this stage.  

 
12. The Bureaux welcomed the project proposal on “Modern and sustainable heat and 

power from woody biomass in South-East Europe” which will be presented to the 
EE21 Steering Committee on 5 June.  

 
13. Work area 4: The Bureaux welcomed the progress of activities in this field, mainly 

carried out by networks, with limited secretariat support. It noted that the social and 
cultural pillar would be an area worth strengthening, should additional resources 
become available. 

 
14. Work area 5: Bureaux members noted the progress achieved in this area with the 

arrival of Marion Briens, APO, France, notably the enhanced understanding of policy 
information reported, improvement of the different datasets available, contribution to 
global (FRA 2010) processes and harmonization efforts. They welcomed the ongoing 
capacity building work, as well as the network established through the ToS on Forest 
Policy in Eastern Europe and Central Asia, and supported the search for extra 
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budgetary funds to implement a number of activities indicated in the work plan. Mr. 
Blombäck suggested tapping into EU Interreg and Neighborhood programmes to 
attract funding for this work area. The Bureaux agreed that the discussion paper 
“International Forest Sector Institutions and Policy Instruments for Europe: A 
sourcebook” should be updated in 2010, as soon as resources allow. 
 

Item 4  Future activities on climate change by the UNECE/FAO joint programme of 
work, based on a gap analysis prepared by the secretariat 

 
15. Mr. Prins briefly presented the “gap analysis” note prepared by the secretariat. Ms. 

Briens briefed the Bureaux of the overview (annex 2 of the note) of current and 
planned international activities on forest and climate change by Intergovernmental 
Organizations, research organizations, environmental NGOs and private sector 
organizations.  

 
16. The Bureaux thanked the secretariat for this gap analysis and noted the usefulness of 

the summary of international activities. The Bureaux proposed to make this summary 
available on the UNECE website. The secretariat indicated that a climate change 
section will be shortly developed and displayed on the UNECE Timber website, with 
the support of a summer intern, which will include this document. However, a regular 
update of the summary would not be feasible with existing resources. 

 
17. The Bureaux stressed the need for UNECE/FAO to address adaptation issues, as these 

were not sufficiently considered yet in the international agenda and at the EU level. 
Mr. Prins suggested that adaptation be discussed at the next EFC session. Mr. 
Michalak noted that, contrary to mitigation, it was difficult to identify the type of 
information to collect, e.g. through MCPFE, to improve knowledge and 
understanding of adaptation issues. Ms. Ferreira suggested that Harvested Wood 
Products issues be carefully monitored, in particular if it is being addressed by the 
UNFCCC.  

 
18. The Bureaux approved the 12 main lines for ECE/FAO activities on climate change 

and the forest sector proposed by the secretariat in its preparatory note. 
 

Item 5  UNECE/FAO Forest sector country profiles 
 

19. Based on the six options presented by the secretariat, the Bureaux discussed the future 
of Forest Sector Country Profiles, which had been criticized by governments and 
stakeholders through the strategic review. There was a general agreement that country 
profiles as they had been produced in the last years should not be continued, in 
particular taking into account the availability of resources. Several reasons were 
mentioned, including the limited number of countries which could be covered, the 
long production process, and the fact that the information becomes outdated rather 
fast.  

 
20. In the discussion, Bureaux members were most concerned with the need to improve 

the information in the FAO online forest sector country profiles displayed on the 
website and to make this information available, notably options 5 and 6. Participants 
agreed that the option 5 (visualization of data available in databases through the FAO 
“forest sector country profiles”) could be a step towards achieving option 6 
(standardized fact sheet with internationally collected data and national brief 
description and analyses, regularly updated and “owned” by country) at the UNECE 
website. 
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21. Countries represented in the Bureaux agreed to contribute to the activity through the 
review and editing of information contained in the FAO country profiles, in particular 
the descriptive parts. It was also observed that consistent reporting by the FAO and 
UNECE on core variables would simplify the maintenance of the “national profiles” 
and increase the frequency of information updates. 

 
22. Some Bureaux members mentioned that analysis of country information would be 

important and that the issuance of regional profiles, e.g. through the network of the 
ToS on Eastern Europe and Central Asia, would be useful. The secretariat clarified 
that ideas discussed during the last Team meeting included how national country 
reports could be used to issue regional country profiles, with a sub-regional or 
regional analysis done by the dedicated author, if possibly linked to a peer review 
process with the countries. However, such efforts would require extrabudgetary funds 
which are, at this stage, not available. 

 
Item 6  Planning for the 2009 Timber Committee session and UNECE/FAO Policy 

Forum  
 

23. The Bureaux agreed to the proposal of a policy forum on the issue of the UNECE 
region forest sector in a global economic crisis, with a possible title of “The Forest 
Sector and the Green New Deal.” The forum could begin with a keynote presentation 
to set the scene, some additional background presentations on the state of the markets 
and government stimulus policies. Emphasis would be on strategies for long-term 
development, involving a wide range of stakeholders. The secretariat will finalize the 
programme, contacting the Bureaux as necessary. 

 
Item 7  Issues arising from COFO for the attention of the TC and EFC 
 

24. Messrs. Whiteman and Prins briefed the Bureaux of the format and outcome of 
COFO, notably the review of the FAO reform, implementation of results-based 
management, and the thematic discussions, including on the economic crisis and on 
changing policies and institutions. During the session, the State of the World’s 
Forests report was launched, which includes an outlook for each region. To align the 
cycle of COFO with UNFF (each taking place every other year), the next session of 
COFO will be held in October 2010. 

 
Item 8  Issues identified by the Working Party on Mountain Watersheds  

  
25. Mr. Whiteman presented the Bureaux with a note from Mr. Hofer, secretariat of the 

EFC Working Party on the Management of Mountain Watersheds (WP-MMW). Mr. 
Whiteman explained the WP-MMW would like to improve the linkages with the EFC 
and strengthen their exchange and the input to the EFC session.  

 
26. The Bureaux considered the approach proposed, notably:  
 

• Half a day (or more?) could be held at a next/future (1 or 2 days) Bureaux meeting1, 
devoted to a dialogue on forests, water and mountains, focused on mutual briefing, 
and coordinating activities, with the participation of the WP bureau and secretariat, 
possibly with representatives of the UNECE Water Convention and the MCPFE 
Liaison Unit. Cooperation with other on-going European processes should be 
continuously strengthened, in follow-up on the Resolution on Forests and Water of 
the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe (MCPFE), which 

                                                
1 As per paragraph 39 below regarding the next meeting of the Joint Bureaux, such a joint meeting would be 
feasible to hold during an extended Bureaux meeting in January/February 2010. 
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entails aspects related to mountains that could be deepened by the Working Party on 
behalf of the EFC. 

• The next WP session should have a special item on dialogue with its parent body, and 
the next EFC session should devote more time to the WP matters (a problem here will 
be timing as both are scheduled to meet in May 2010) 

• The WP newsletter should be distributed to EFC heads of delegation and the 
UNECE/FAO newsletter should be distributed to WP members. 

 
Item 9  2010 sessions of the parent bodies 
 

Item 9.1  FAO European Forestry Commission, Spring 2010  
 

27. Ms. Ferreira indicated that Portugal offered to host the next meeting of the European 
Forestry Commission. It could be held in the 3rd or 4th week of April 2010, the exact 
date to be determined at a later stage. 

 
28. Mr. Prins suggested that the following issues be discussed at this meeting:  
 

• outcomes of the last COFO session and preparation of the next one; 
• outcomes of UNFF 8; 
• forest and water issues, notably progress of work done by MCPFE; 
• policy issues linked to climate change, in particular adaptation, to raise 

awareness at the policy level. IUFRO and other partners should be involved. 
 

29. Mr. Prins informed the Bureaux of publications under way on adaptation at the 
global level (Sweden, IUFRO) and noted that there was a need for analysis in the 
framework of European policies. 

 
30. Mr. Chaudron reminded participants that the Collaborative Partnership on Forests 

(CPF) had recently adopted a strategic framework on forests and climate change, 
the implementation of which could be discussed at the European level. He also 
suggested that the AFWC/EFC/NEFC Committee on Mediterranean Forestry 
Questions Silva Mediterranea submit a report to and participate in the next EFC 
session.   

 
31. The secretariat proposed to prepare an agenda shortly and consult with FAO 

colleagues in Rome and the Bureaux. 
 
Item 9.1  UNECE Timber Committee, October 2010 
 

32. Following a meeting with the officeholders of the Society of Wood Science and 
Technology, and participation in their 2008 convention, the secretariat explained the 
possible synergies and advantages of holding joint market discussions in 2010. The 
Bureaux supported the opportunity to collaborate where there are common interests, 
but to allow for separate meetings for specialized subjects. The secretariat was asked 
to proceed with plans and to keep the Bureaux informed of significant developments.  

 
33. It was also discussed that at the Timber Committee session in 2010, the FRA 2010 

report should be launched and its findings for the UNECE region could be discussed. 
 

Item 10  Follow-up to the European Forest Week: Evaluation and next steps 
 

34. Following the request of the Bureaux at its last meeting, the secretariat, in 
cooperation with the Forest Communicators Network, developed a survey on in-
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country activities. Results from the survey showed that the events organized at 
country level varied in size and audiences. Some events attracted up to 5000 people. 
People from a variety of sectors such as forestry, water, tourism and education as well 
as politicians, civil servants, teachers and children attended the events. These events 
generally aimed at raising awareness of the forestry sector, improving 
communications amongst people within and outside the sector. The results from the 
survey showed that some events were more specific and concentrated on issues such 
as the role of wood products in sustainable construction, private forestry issues, 
forests and the climate change agenda, bioenergy goals, national contributions to CO2 
emission reductions and many more as stated in the annex. 

 
35. Results showed nearly 70% of the people to whom the survey was addressed found 

the main messages of the EFW useful in the organization and promotion of their 
event. Almost 79% used the EFW logo in promoting and during their event; and 
100% would be in favour of organizing events under the umbrella of a future EFW. 

 
36. The Bureaux welcomed the idea of focusing on in-country activities if another EFW 

is organized in the future. Bureaux members emphasised that very few resources were 
needed to gather information from the participating countries. Furthermore, these 
activities showed countries’ enthusiasm in sharing their knowledge of the forest 
sector to various audiences. The Bureaux discussed the timeframe for the next EFW, 
possibly mainly with in-country events, with a possibility to organize it in 2011 
during the 2011 International Year of Forests. 2012 in Geneva was also mentioned as 
a potential date.  The Bureaux insisted that International Year of Forests would be a 
great opportunity to collect specific messages about countries’ experience with the 
forest sector. The secretariat should work with the FCN and coordinate a 
communication strategy plan including drafting main messages, announcement, 
creating a logo, etc. for 2011. The Bureaux will decide when to organize the next 
EFW at a future Bureaux meeting.  

 
Item 11  Cooperation on green building with Committees on Housing and Land 

Management, and Sustainable Energy 
 
37. Based on a secretariat note on the green building roadmap, the Bureaux were 

informed of opportunities for further work from Mr. Pepke and Ms. Deda, Secretary, 
Committee on Housing and Land Management. Building on the success of the 2008 
green building workshop at the European Forest Week, which called for inter-
divisional work at the UNECE, the Bureaux encouraged continued work on green 
building, as it has become increasingly important for the forest sector, not only in 
North America, but in many European countries too. They supported working inter-
divisionally with the Committee of Housing and Land Management and the 
Committee on Sustainable Energy. All divisions have expertise and the secretariat 
was charged with finding synergies. 
 

Item 6  Any other business 
 

38. None. 
 
Item 7  Date of the next meeting of the Joint Bureaux 
 

39. At the meeting, the Bureaux proposed that the next meeting be held back-to-back 
with the Timber Committee session on Friday 16 October 2009 in the afternoon. Due 
to timing constraints realized later, including the World Forestry Congress following 
the Timber Committee and associated travel, it was decided, following the meeting, 
that a virtual Bureaux meeting should be held via teleconference in September 2009, 



 7 

with the primary objective of reviewing the draft agenda for the EFC session and 
discussing related matters. Bureaux members who whish to travel to Geneva are 
welcome to do so. Following this teleconference, the Bureaux would meet in person 
for a working lunch during the Timber Committee session on Tuesday 11 October, to 
discuss any outstanding matters. If necessary and subject to decision in September 
and October, a 1 or 2 day(s) Bureaux meeting could also be held in the end of January 
or early February 2010, still well in advance of the EFC session. 

 


