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The Forestry and Timber Section

• A joint section 
since 1947 
between:

– United Nations 
Economic
Commission for 
Europe (UNECE),

– Food and 
Agriculture 
Organization of 
the UN (FAO).



The Forestry and Timber Section

• Main tasks:

– To collect and analyse 
data on forests, forest
management and 
forest based indusries,

– To provide tools for 
policy making and 
policy advice.

– To service the UNECE 
Timber Committee and 
the FAO European
Forestry Commission



Publications 2011

JWEE 2011



JWEE Capacity Building Workshop

Purpose
• For wood and paper products: reliable information is

available for the current and expected wood fibre
supply and demand.

• However wood energy statistics are often scattered
among different entities and integrated within statistics
on energy from renewables and waste.

• Reliable statistics are fundamental for policy
formulation: to reduce conflicts between energy and
material use while guaranteeing the fulfillment of
renewable energy targets and sustainable forest
management commitments.



JWEE Capacity Building Workshop

Objectives:
• evaluate the reliability of available data
• describe main weaknesses and 

constraints
• identify tools for improving

methodologies and data
• improve communication between

forestry and energy sectors



Policy Debate on 8 May 2012

Wood energy:
is it good
or bad?



The Policy Debate on 8 May 2012

An open and comprehensive dialogue among a wide and 
varied group of stakeholders highlighted:

• The benefits of wood energy
• contributing to energy security,
• stimulating social and economic development, 

especially in rural areas.

• The risks implied
• Competition with material uses of wood,
• Impact on biodiversity and vitality of forests,
• Contribution to particulate matter emissions.



The Policy Debate on 8 May 2012

• Production and consumption of wood energy must 
be accompanied by:

– Energy efficiency programmes;
– Development of sustainability criteria and 

certification schemes;
– Clean and efficient consumption;
– Diversified renewable energy mix.


