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Ministerial Conference on the Protection of 
Forests in Europe

• High-level forest policy process in Europe

• Address common opportunities and challenges related to forest 
and forestry in Europe

• Policies for sustainable forest management

• Ministerial commitments and follow-up actions

• Open platform for dialogue

• Partnerships with other organisations



MCPFE Achievements

• Created a solid platform for pan-European cooperation

• Framework for global-regional interface

• Developed a conceptual frame for sustainable forest management 

in Europe

• Improvements in management and forest condition

(ref. State of Europe’s forests 2007)



European Forests – some facts

• Forests cover 44 percent of the land area of Europe

• Europe’s forest area continues to increase

• 70% classified as semi-natural, 4% plantations

• Wood volume has reached record heights (112 billion m3) and is 
increasing 

• Forest biomass carbon reserves are huge (53 gigatonnes) and 
increasing

Source: State of Europe’s Forests 2007



Milestones towards Sustainable Forest 
Management

OSLO

HELSINKI 1993 LISBON 1998 WARSAW 2007

STRASBOURG 1990 VIENNA 2003



Relevant political commitments

• Helsinki Resolution 1 (1993): encourage the use of wood

• Lisbon Resolution 1 (1998): actively promote the production, 
marketing and consumption of wood from forests under 
sustainable management

• Vienna Resolution 2 (2003): promote use of wood from sustainable 
managed forests (environmentally friendly, renewable, reusable, 
contribute to sustainable production and consumption)



5th Ministerial Conference, Warsaw 2007

• Ministerial Declaration (Climate Change, Energy, Water)
• Warsaw Resolution 1 - Forests, Wood and Energy
• Warsaw Resolution 2 - Forests and Water



Warsaw Declaration

• Ensure that forests and SFM play an active role in climate change 
mitigation and adaptation

• Enhance the use of wood – renewable raw material and energy

• Enabling conditions to increase wood mobilisation from 
sustainable managed forests

• Develop guidance for afforestation and reforestation



Warsaw Resolution: Forests, Wood and 
Energy (1)

• Analyse existing and potential wood resources

• Take effective measures (within SFM) to increase the use of wood
for energy generation

• Adjust policies/instruments and ensure enabling conditions to 
encourage increased mobilisation

• Identify and remove unintended barriers

• Promote the use of short rotation and coppice forestry under 
sustainable management 



Warsaw Resolution: Forests, Wood and 
Energy (2)

• Assess feasibility of mobilising wood resources from areas outside 
forests

• Promote and encourage capacity building of forest owners and 
cooperatives, forest workforce, entrepreneurs, managers

• Promote adequate forestry and logistical infrastructure



Wood mobilisation – sustainable forest 
management

1. Mobilisation and use of wood – integral component of sustainable 
forest management

2. Increased mobilisation and use of wood – within the framework of 
sustainable forest management 



Implementation of the commitments of 
the 5th MCPFE

Most activities for implementation at national level

MCPFE Work Programme
(common pan-European activities)

Warsaw follow-up



MCPFE Work Programme

1. Implementation of the Warsaw ministerial commitments

• Sustainable Forest Management and Climate Change

• Wood Mobilisation and Sound Use of Wood 

• Forest Ecosystem Services, including Forests and Water

• Regional-Global Cooperation and Partnership

• Cross-Cutting Activities:  
(1) Communication and Outreach, (2) Monitoring and Reporting

2. Strategic direction of the MCPFE



Activities relevant to wood mobilisation (1)

1. Wood Mobilisation and sound use of wood:

• Analysis of wood availability and potential supply

• Analysis of demand and supply for wood energy

• Workshop on strategies for increased mobilisation

• Expert meeting on forest law enforcement and governance 
(progress and lessons learned)



Activities relevant to wood mobilisation (2)

2. SFM and Climate Change:

• Workshop on harvested wood products

• Working Group on “sustainability criteria” for forest biomass 
production, including bioenergy

• Elaboration of pan-European guidelines for afforestation and 
reforestation



Activities relevant to wood mobilisation (3)

3. Cross-cutting activities:

• Communication activities

• Monitoring, assessment and reporting

– State of Europe’s Forests



Strategic Direction of the MCPFE

• MCPFE Working Group on exploring the potential added 
value of and possible options for a legally binding agreement 
on forests in Europe

• External Review of the MCPFE

• On the basis of results from the Working Group and the 
MCPFE review: Consider strategic direction of the MCPFE



Closing remarks

• Workshop should provide examples and experiences (show 
cases) on how to increase wood mobilisation – short and 
longer term

– Policies/measures/instruments (different actors)

– Enabling conditions

– Unintended barriers

• Take into consideration other aspects of SFM



Thank you for your 
attention!

www.mcpfe.org


