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1. The meeting of the Bureaux of the UNECE Timber Committee (TC) and the FAO European 

Forestry Commission (EFC) was held on 24-25 February 2010 at the Palais des Nations, Geneva. 
Ms. Conceiçao Ferreira (Portugal), Chair of the EFC, Mr. Peter Blombäck (Sweden), Mr. Alain 
Chaudron (France) and Mr. Andrey Filipchuk (Russian Federation), Vice-chairs of the EFC, Mr. 
Johann Dengg (Germany) and Ms. Linda Langner (United States), Vice-chairs of the TC 
participated. Mr. Arne Ivar Sletnes, Head of the Liaison Unit Oslo of the Ministerial Conference 
on the Protection of Forests in Europe (Forest Europe) was also present. Mr. Mario Miranda 
Duarte (Permanent Mission of Portugal to the UN) attended the morning session.  On 25 February 
2010, the following members of the Steering Committee of the EFC Working Party on the 
Management of Mountain Watersheds were present: Mr. Eero Kubin (Finland), Mr. Matej 
Schwarz (Slovakia), Mr. Kenan Kiliç and Mr. Emrah Kabasakal (Turkey), as well as Mr. Thomas 
Hofer, from FAO Headquarters,  as secretary of the Steering Committee. Ms. Sibylle Vermont, 
Chair of the UNECE Water Convention and Mr. Christoph Dürr (Switzerland), also participated, 
as did Mr. Tomasz Juszczak, secretariat of the UNECE Water Convention. 

 
2. The secretariat was represented by Ms. Virginia Cram-Martos, Director, UNECE Trade and 

Timber Division, and Mr. Ed Pepke, Officer in Charge, UNECE/FAO Timber Section, supported 
by Mss. Marion Briens, Policy Officer and Franziska Hirsch, Economic Affairs Officer and 
Messrs. Roman Michalak, Forest Resources Officer, Cedric Pène, Policy Officer, Douglas Clark, 
Marketing Consultant, and David Ellul, Associate Economic Affairs Officer.  

 
3. Mr. Hubert Inhaizer, FAO Sub-Regional Office for Central and Eastern Europe also participated. 

 
4. Mr. Branko Glavonjic (Serbia), Chairman of the TC sent his regrets for being unable to 

participate. 
 
Item 1  Adoption of the agenda 
 

5. The provisional agenda was adopted without modifications. 
 
Item 2  Arrangements for chairing the meeting 
 

6. The Chair of the EFC chaired the meeting. 
 
Item 3  Implementation of the UNECE/FAO Programme of Work on Timber and Forestry 
 

7. Mr. Pepke presented the progress on implementation of the Integrated Programme of Work of the 
TC and the EFC. The programme of work was adopted at their joint session during the European 
Forest Week in 2008 and is in the Strategic Plan of the UNECE/FAO Integrated Programme of 
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Work on Timber and Forestry 2008-2013 (FO:ECE/2008/REP). Essentially the Timber Section 
has successfully implemented all activities under each work area.  

 
8. Following the criticisms from the Strategic Review and Planning Process, 2007-2008 of the 

previously printed country profiles, the Section is arranging to work closer with the FAO Forestry 
Department to have up-to-date information on their website, with links from the Committee and 
Commission’s website. Some Bureaux members expressed concerns on the burden to prepare and 
to regularly update their country profile. The Bureaux appreciated the offer from Messrs. Adrian 
Whiteman and Magnus Grylle, FAO Forestry Department, to update country pages and then 
contact the heads of delegations for their review and additions to the information. A proposal on 
“FAO forestry country profiles” by Mr. Grylle was presented. 

 
9. Regarding the annual work on forest fire statistics which the Bureaux agreed previously could be 

terminated for lack of resources, a partnership with the European Commission’s Joint Research 
Centre has been established to transfer this responsibility to them. 

 
10. Programme leaders for Work Areas 1, 2, 3 and 5 had an opportunity to update the Bureaux on 

their progress. Despite a shortage of two to three staff members in 2009 and 2010, the Timber 
Section implemented all activities of the Programme of Work. The Section conducted more 
workshops than any previous year, and had more publications and press releases too.  

 
11. While recruitment is underway to fill the two vacant professional posts, a fundraising strategy 

aims to secure extra-budgetary resources to accomplish more of the programme elements. 
Challenges remain for the Strategic Plan to achieve its full potential. The main outstanding needs 
are for State of Europe’s Forests (SoEF), European Forest Sector Outlook Studies (EFSOS) and 
Joint Wood Energy Enquiry (JWEE) resources. In addition the Strategic Plan calls for capacity 
building to implement sustainable forest management and work with the countries in transition. 
Additional resources are required to further build on the pillars of expertise in the area of markets, 
resources, and policies. 

 
12. It has been suggested to further integrate the mandates of the EFC Working Party on the 

Management of Mountain Watersheds and of the Silva Mediterranea Committee  into the TC/EFC 
integrated programme of work (see also para 45 below). 

 
13. The Bureaux noted the satisfactory implementation of their Integrated Programme of Work. 

 
Item 4 Cross-sectoral activities by the UNECE/FAO Timber and Forestry subprogramme 

including trade, energy, environment, green building 
 

14. Mr. Pène informed Bureaux members about the forthcoming Workshop on Emerging Trade 
Measures in Timber Markets planned on 23 March 2010. This workshop was organised following 
the annual TC Market Discussions in 2009, when there was a call for a “multi-stakeholder 
workshop in 2010, dedicated to tariff and non-tariff trade barriers and emerging trade regulations 
on timber”. It is being co-organized with the Economic Research and Statistics Division of the 
WTO Secretariat, just before the meeting of the FAO/UNECE Working Party on Forest 
Economics and Statistics (WPFES) (24-25 March). The objective of the workshop is to discuss 
with expert speakers the economic impacts of trade and trade-related measures on timber markets, 
taking into account the role of trade in timber markets and the link between trade liberalization 
and key challenges facing the forest-based sector. The items to be discussed are the following: 
tariffs, including the status of on-going WTO negotiations; export restrictions; subsidies; measures 
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to address illegal logging and associated trade such as US Lacey Act Amendment and EU FLEGT 
Action Plan “due diligence” proposal; and other non-tariff measures including public procurement 
regulations and phytosanitary measures. The workshop will give a unique opportunity to get a 
comprehensive overview of the regulatory framework around trade in wood and paper products. 

 
15. Mr. Clark presented the three key challenges faced in 2010 by the Timber Section in the field of 

wood energy, each of them implying extrabudgetary funding: 
- launching of a new JWEE; 
- organization of a wood energy workshop in Belarus; 
- launching of a EE21 project on “Modern and sustainable heat and power from woody biomass in 

south-eastern Europe”. 
 

16. On this last project, he noted that most donors were asking about the UNECE/FAO’s contribution 
in the project in addition to working time from UNECE/FAO staff. Citing GTZ and the Czech 
Government’s Central European Initiative as examples of possible donors, he noted that neither 
partner had financial resources available at the moment  

 
17. Following a question by Mr. Blombäck, it was indicated that ideally the revision of the JWEE 

questionnaire should be issued in June and responses analysed in 2010. The work would require 
approximately 4 months. UNECE/FAO Timber Section proposed to send a proposal to Sweden. 
Mr. Pepke informed participants that this issue will also be discussed during the next Working 
Party session. 

 
18. Mr. Inhaizer, from FAO Budapest sub-regional office, confirmed that the projects in Belarus and 

south eastern Europe were integrated into the FAO programme of work in the region. He informed 
Bureaux members of his mission in Minsk a week earlier, where he held meetings with officials 
from the Belarus Forestry Ministry who reaffirmed their interest in such an event and confirmed 
their readiness to participate in cooperation with FAO regional offices and headquarters. 

 
19. On green building activities, Mr. Pepke informed the Bureaux that after two successful green 

building workshops in 2008 and 2009, a conference on green building and climate change had 
been planned in Quebec in April 2010 in cooperation with the Quebec Wood Export Bureau. This 
partner had secured substantial funding for this project, which was supposed to be co-organized 
with the secretariats of the Committee on Sustainable Energy and the Committee on Housing and 
Land Management (HLM). Unfortunately, the HLM secretariat indicated it was not willing to 
participate. As a result the conference was postponed indefinitely by Canadian side, who have 
identified additional possible partners. Informed about this situation, the UNECE Executive 
Secretary, who had been invited by the Canadian Government to this event, confirmed his deep 
interest in this project. A meeting between Quebec representatives and the Executive Secretary on 
the way forward is planned during March 2010. Ms Cram-Martos explained that there had been a 
misunderstanding on the question of share of responsibilities, which should now be solved. 

 
Item 5  Programme performance and evaluations 
 
Item 5a UNECE biennial evaluations 
 

20. The Bureaux reviewed and discussed the biennial evaluations prepared by the secretariat. The 
Bureaux agreed with the evaluations presented by the secretariat and discussed the 
appropriateness of some of the performance measures. While the Bureaux agreed with the same 
approach towards biennial evaluations for the 2010-11 biennium, it noted that the measure 
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regarding satisfaction of capacity building and policy work may need adjustment. It agreed that 
the TC and EFC be informed at their sessions of the results of the biennial evaluations, taking into 
account the comments made by the Bureaux. 

 
Item 5b Evaluation of the State of Europe’s Forests 2007 report 
 

21. Through its programme of work, the Timber Section was mandated to carry out biennial self-
evaluations of selected programme elements. SoEF 2007 was selected as the topic of evaluation 
prepared for the biennium 2007-2009. Mr. Michalak presented the main results and conclusions of 
the SoEF 2007 review. The review included the evaluation of the report and the reporting process. 
The feedback received was the basis for comprehensive analysis of the reporting process and the 
final publication – SoEF 2007.  

 
22. The report was generally perceived as responding to the demand. Practically all elements, as well 

as the report’s overall concept were considered of high quality and relevance. The same positive 
evaluation applies to the report’s production process. The means of production and cooperation 
were judged effective and efficient. Finally the report was assessed as being useful and of added 
value to the user’s work programme and activities.  While positive in general, the evaluation 
provided more detailed comments and suggestions for improvements which were addressed in the 
review’s conclusions. 

 
23. The results of the SoEF evaluation, especially those including proposals for improvement of 

future reporting, were analysed in the context of the preparations for the next SoEF report. 
Although the feedback received was relevant and would contribute to better reporting, it was 
observed that the overall conditions (timing and resources) for the 2011 reporting process have not 
improved since the 2007 edition. Thus, an effective implementation of the recommendations 
received from the review process could be difficult. It was observed that the secretariat’s capacity 
is insufficient to address challenges and shortcomings, and future arrangements for the reporting 
should be discussed by parent bodies of the involved organisations.  

 
24. Ms. Cram-Martos confirmed that the criteria and indicators and SoEF report were assessed to be 

the most valuable elements of the programme of Forest Europe. She was seconded by Ms. Ferreira 
and Mr. Chaudron, who underlined the exceptional role of the report as a main reference on 
forests and forest management in Europe. The Bureaux members welcomed the self-evaluation 
report which confirmed the high rating of the report. At the same time the report provided 
valuable information that is useful in the ongoing reporting processes. 

 
25. The Bureaux noted the close proximity between the Forest Resource Assessment (FRA) 2010 and 

SoEF 2011 reporting and pointed out the possibility of using FRA data for pan-European 
reporting. The suggestion will be implemented by pre-filling SoEF reporting forms with available 
FRA data. However, it was stressed that FRA data only partially covers the data requested for 
pan-European indicators.  

 
26. The Bureaux noticed the increased number of reporting activities at global and regional level 

compared to the previous decade. Recognising different goals, agendas and character of those 
processes, the Bureaux members agreed that further harmonisation of data collection between the 
FRA and SoEF process presents a considerable potential for optimising resources of countries and 
secretariats.  In this respect, the Timber Section was requested to further explore possibilities for 
harmonisation in collaboration with the FAO FRA Team and the Forest Europe Liaison Unit.  

 



Page 5 of 11 

27. Funding was singled out as the most critical issue. It was noted that the lack of resources (in 
particular for external expertise) appeared to be a persistent problem that limits action on 
recommendations. The Bureaux expressed its appreciation to those countries, organisations and 
individuals that already contributed to the report. The Timber Section was encouraged to pursue 
fundraising activities. Due to the clear relevance of the report to the EU activities, a high-level 
contact between the UNECE/FAO and the EC was suggested as a prospect for the mobilisation of 
the funds necessary for the finalisation of the 2011 report. 

 
Item 6  2011 Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe 

28. Mr. Sletnes briefed participants on the Forest Europe process and the preparations for the next 
Ministerial Conference which is planned to be held in June 2011. At the Expert Level Meeting 
(ELM) in November 2009 potential issues for the conference were discussed in light of changing 
circumstances and challenges ahead, particularly related to climate change. It was further argued 
that the conference and its issues should be directed towards increasing the visibility of 
contributions from the forest sector to meet societal needs and overall objectives. It was decided 
that the General Coordinating Committee should prepare a strategic paper on options for 
strengthening the forest policy cooperation in and proposals on issues to be prepared for the 
Ministerial Conference. This should be based on the results of the external review of Forest 
Europe and the suggestions and opinions expressed at the ELM. The strategic paper will be 
discussed at the upcoming ELM in Oslo on 23-24 March 2010. Two main approaches for 
strengthening the framework for forest policy cooperation in Europe have been identified: 
strengthening the existing voluntary cooperation and developing a legally binding agreement. 
These two approaches do not necessarily exclude each other. A Working Group on preparing 
options for a decision on a possible legally binding agreement on forests in Europe has been 
established and held its first meeting in Geneva on 22-23 February 2010. The second meeting is 
tentatively schedules for July 2010 and the working group will deliver results in the autumn 2010. 
The results from the working group on a possible legally binding agreement and other options for 
strengthening the policy cooperation will be considered in context when preparing for decisions 
by the ministers at the Ministerial Conference in 2011. 

 
29. Mr. Blombäck underlined the preliminary nature of the discussion on a LBA. Mr. Chaudron was 

of the opinion that the UNECE/FAO Timber Section has to adapt to the evolving circumstances. 
He mentioned foreseen difficulties regarding ratification and financing of any eventual LBA for 
all 46 European countries. It is perhaps advisable to have both options (voluntary and legally 
binding) running in parallel for some time. The role of the EU in the process was as yet unclear. 
Mr Sletnes agreed with Mr. Chaudron regarding the possibility to have both options together.  

 
30. Ms. Cram-Martos stated that the UNECE is interested in providing a standing secretariat if it is 

adequately funded. She highlighted the UNECE’s advantages in terms of meeting facilities and 
cost-effectiveness not to mention the extensive experience of its staff in hosting environmental 
conventions1. Mr. Pepke stated that although Forest Europe is not integrated into the TC/EFC 
Programme of Work, it is valued as a key partner. The question arises on the relation and identity 
of the various bodies: how will they all work together? Options to protect our current work 
programmes should be examined. Ms Langner expressed concern that additional responsibilities 

                                                           
1 These include the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution; Convention on Environmental Impact 
Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo Convention); Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary 
Watercourses and International Lakes; Convention on the Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents; and  the Convention 
on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus 
Convention). 
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for the secretariat focused on Europe could appear to negatively affect the interests of non-
European members of the UNECE.      

 
31. In order to gain more insight into the matter, Ms Cram-Martos proposed a meeting of the Bureaux 

members with the secretariats of the various environmental conventions hosted by the UNECE. 
 
Item 7  Activities in Eastern Europe and Central Asia, including report from UNECE/FAO 

Team of Specialists on Eastern Europe and Central Asia 
 

32. Mr. Inhaizer presented the activities of the FAO Sub-Regional Office for Central and Eastern 
Europe (FAO/SEUR). He briefed Bureaux members on partnerships and joint initiatives in the 
region, such as the FAO/SEC (Sub-Regional Office for Central Asia) and FAO/SEUR Joint 
Forestry Initiative on Climate Change Impacts on Forest Management in Europe and Central Asia 
and the UNECE/UNIDO/FAO Policy Options for Wood Energy Initiative. Mr. Inhaizer presented 
past and upcoming workshops, including on Climate Change impacts on Forest Management in 
Eastern Europe and Central Asia to be held in Sopron (Hungary) on 14-16 April 2010, and on 
Policy Options for Wood Energy in CIS Countries to be held in Minsk (Belarus) on 1-4 June 2010. 

 
33. Mr. Inhaizer informed the Bureaux of FAO/SEUR activities of assistance to countries, which 

include Technical Cooperation Programmes (TCP) with countries in transition (e.g. Armenia, 
Georgia, Ukraine) funded by FAO/SEUR’s regular budget, and Government Cooperative 
Programme (GCP) funded by extra-budgetary funds (e.g. forest sector development programmes 
in Serbia and Kosovo).  

 
34. Mr. Inhaizer also presented the activities and planned achievements of the Team of Specialist on 

Forest Policy in Eastern Europe and Central Asia, with the support of FAO/SEUR, FAO/SEC and 
UNECE/FAO secretariat. The Team of Specialists adopted its workplan for the period 2009-2013 
at its inaugural meeting in March 2009, mandating in particular two subgroups to work 
respectively on “Forest policy terms & definitions” in both English and Russian, and on “Sharing 
country experiences and needs”. Team leaders and the secretariat met in November 2009 to 
discuss the implementation of the Team workplan and prepare the next Team meeting, to be held 
in Istanbul, Turkey, in autumn 2010. 

 
35. Mr. Sletnes regretted that Forest Europe was not able to attend the previous Team of Specialists 

on Forest Policy in Eastern Europe and Central Asia meeting in Budapest, and he expressed his 
motivation for being involved in future activities. He offered that his organization inform Team 
members at their next meeting on Forest Europe activities and work of relevance for eastern 
European and central Asian countries. He also expressed his willingness to get countries from this 
region more involved in Forest Europe discussions. 

 
36. Mr. Michalak regretted that few representatives from the region participate in the activities of 

other UNECE/FAO teams of specialists. He suggested that these activities be presented to 
members of the Team of Specialists on Forest Policy in Eastern Europe and Central Asia at their 
next meeting. Ms. Hirsch stressed that the issue of funding the participation of representatives 
from the region should be raised at the 2010 EFC session. She also suggested that the initiative led 
by FAO/SEUR and SEC on forest adaptation to climate change in the region be presented at EFC. 
The Bureaux agreed on the need to raise awareness of EFC delegates on UNECE/FAO activities 
in eastern Europe and central Asia. 
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37. Mr. Inhaizer also informed the Bureaux that his contract would end by June 2010 and he had no 
information about the timing of recruitment of a new forestry officer in FAO/SEUR. Bureaux 
members and the secretariat thanked FAO/SEUR staff, and Mr. Inhaizer in particular, for their 
well-appreciated work. They regretted the uncertainty about future staff resources in the sub-
regional office. 

 
Item 8 Reporting from the UNECE/FAO Teams of Specialists to the Bureaux 
 

38. Mr. Pepke briefed Bureaux members on the latest activities of the Joint Expert Network on 
Implementing SFM, the Forest Communicators Network and the Team of Specialists on Forest 
Fire based on their annual reports. The Bureaux welcomed the reports and commented that these 
Teams should seek collaboration with the other Teams to effectively carry out their mandates. 

 
Item 9  Adoption of the agenda 
 

39. The provisional agenda for the Meeting of the Bureaux of the UNECE Timber Committee and FAO 
European Forestry Commission with the Bureaux of the Working Party on Mountain Watersheds 
(WPMMW) was adopted without modifications. 

 
Item 10 Arrangements for chairing the meeting 
 

40. The Chair of the WPMMW chaired the meeting. 
 
Item 11 Presentation of Activities by the Working Party on the Management Mountain 

Watersheds, request for guidance by EFC and plans for EFC session 
 

41. Representatives from the Steering Committee of the EFC Working Party on the Management of 
Mountain Watersheds were welcomed to the meeting by the Chair of the EFC who regarded this 
meeting as crucial to improve cooperation. The Chair of the Working Party, Mr. Kubin, as well its 
secretary, Mr. Hofer, also welcomed this opportunity to introduce the Working Party and to 
discuss cooperation with the EFC and the upcoming EFC session. 

 
Introduction to the WPMMW 

 
42. The Working Party was set up in 1952 to provide technical background, knowledge and advice to 

the EFC for policy decisions. Topics covered by the Working Party have evolved, as new issues 
have come up. In the past years, there has been a focus on more technical work and 
communication, with less formalities. Currently, there are five Steering Committee members from 
Finland, Poland, Austria, Slovakia and Turkey. 

 
43. The last meeting of the Working Party in Oulu, Finland, covered the theme “Forests, water and 

climate change in high altitude and high latitude watersheds.” The main conclusions of the 
meeting encompassed the need to better understand hydrometeorological processes, to strengthen 
good monitoring systems, to develop better climate change impact models, more elaborated risk 
management tools on transnational basis, as well as the need for concrete case studies to document 
climate change impacts on watersheds in high latitudes and altitudes. 

 
44. Members of the EFC Bureaux welcomed the meeting with representatives of the WPMMW 

Steering Committee. Mr. Blombäck expressed his satisfaction with the fact that there is a focus of 
the work also on Nordic countries which will also be affected by climate change with increased 



Page 8 of 11 

floods and snow. Mr. Hofer stressed that the spirit of the Working Party is to cover as much as 
possible all realities in Europe and to rotate between the different parts of the region. Its next 
sessions will be held in the Carpathians, in Slovakia and the following one in Turkey. 

 
45. Mr. Chaudron also stressed that the issues covered were important. He asked about the difference 

between a working party and a team of specialists which Mr. Pepke answered with regard to the 
degree of formality. Teams' mandates are renewed every two years and can be adjusted easily, 
whereas a working party is established as a long-term subsidiary body. 

 
Cooperation between the EFC and the WPMMW 

 
46. Mr. Hofer introduced the topic of cooperation between the WPMMW and the EFC by stating that 

new players have emerged including the Alpine Convention, the UNECE Water Convention, and 
Forest Europe. This situation may have led to an oversaturation and lack of response from 
countries. He posed the question whether the mandate of the WPMMW need to be redefined in the 
context of this changing institutional landscape.  

 
47. Mr. Blombäck and Ms. Ferreira suggested to further integrate the mandate of the WPMMW into 

the TC/EFC Integrated Programme of Work. Mr. Pepke, Ms. Cram-Martos, and Ms. Hirsch 
alluded to the Strategic Plan and its programme element on cross-sectoral issues, stating that 
integration should be possible. Mr. Chaudron added that the mandate of Silva Mediterranea should 
also be included in the Plan. The Bureaux requested the secretariat to table a revised strategic plan 
at the upcoming EFC session. Mr. Juszczak added that under the UNECE Water Convention there 
have been similar concerns of the technical bodies if they are not included as part of the work 
programme. Ms. Vermont concurred that integration into the Strategic Plan would be important. 

 
48. On the issue of cooperation, Mr. Hofer added that there is good ongoing cooperation between the 

different institutions, but that there may be a need to reorient the work on forests and water. There 
is also an improving link between the work of the Working Party and that of Silva Mediterranea. 
An external evaluation of FAO’s work on water has posed the question whether the WPMMW 
shall be maintained with the same mandate.  

 
49. Mr. Juszczak raised the question whether there would be a possibility to broaden the scope of the 

WPMMW to the issue of forests and water, beyond the mountain watershed context. He explained 
that this issue will gain in importance in the light of climate change. Whilst the UNECE Water 
Convention has no capacity to take on this work, being covered by the WPMMW would ensure 
continuity and follow-up to past meetings and initiated activities. Ms. Vermont supported this 
proposal, stating that a permanent network is crucial to keep the theme “Forests and water” on the 
agenda. Ms. Hirsch commented that it would be important to keep the focus on the issue beyond 
the present focus on “Forests and water” in light of Warsaw Resolution 2 after the next Ministerial 
Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe. 

 
50. Responding to Mr. Hofer's question on expectations of the work of the WPMWW, Ms. Cram-

Martos suggested that it cover scientific aspects related to forests and water, develop case studies, 
and raise the political profile of the issue to ensure that it is taken into account by policy makers. 

 
51. Mr. Hofer, supported by Mr. Pepke and Ms. Cram-Martos, in response to the issues raised, 

concluded that a discussion on the review of the mandate shall begin at the next session of the 
WPMWW. Mr. Hofer expressed his hope that EFC members can take part in this discussion and 
invited them to attend the upcoming session, 7-10 April 2010, in Slovakia. 
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52. Mr. Hofer raised the issue of financial resources in the case of an expanded mandate, requesting 

whether it would be possible to allocate resources under the TC/EFC integrated work programme. 
Ms. Cram-Martos and Mr. Pepke responded that at this stage, no resource commitments could be 
made. Ms. Vermont added that under the UNECE Water Convention, many activities are funded 
by the countries, in particular if there is an interest in certain issues, while fundraising remains an 
important part of the work of the secretariat. She recommended including the majority of the work 
as part of the regular programme. 

 
53. Mr. Hofer concluded that from the responses he understands that the WPMMW continues to be 

important. The Working Party could take on a more active role in implementing the agenda on 
forests and water, something which should be reviewed in line with its mandate and which has to 
be matched with resources. The issue of financial sustainability needs to be discussed with 
member States at the next session in Slovakia, where a review of the mandate shall also be 
launched, in response to the request by the TC/EFC Bureaux. At the same time, including the 
mandate of the Working Party in the Strategic Plan should be conducive towards cooperation with 
the EFC as its parent body, as should be future joint meetings with the Bureaux such as this one.  

 
EFC Session on Forests and Water  

 
54. Mr. Hofer introduced plans for the EFC session on forests and water discussed the previous day. 

He suggested that there be four panellists focusing on the issues raised in the background note, 
notably policy, economy, research and institutional cooperation. Bureaux members welcomed this 
proposal.  

 
55. Ms. Vermont informed that Switzerland is organizing a workshop on low-forest cover countries 

and payments for ecosystem services. In this context, it will be important to show the advantages 
of forests for water quality and flow. Switzerland is also organizing a country-led initiative on 
forests and water next year to present all different forest and water related experiences.  Ms. 
Vermont also alluded to the upcoming international meetings of importance in this context:  

 
− 2011 UNECE Environment for Europe Ministerial Conference in Astana, Kazakhstan, with one of 

the major themes on water and water-related ecosystems. The cross-sectoral dimension is 
important, and forests should be covered as part of this topic. 

− 2012 World Water Forum. Focus on ecosystems and terrestrial ecosystem. There needs to be a full 
session on water and ecosystems including forests and water. 

− 2012-13 cycle of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development: Forests are there as one of the 
issues and there will be a report on the implementation of 13 water-related commitments. 

 
56. Ms. Vermont also alluded to the issue of guidelines on forests and water which are important and 

the need for a virtual library to review what is available. She informed that a cycle of projects in 
the Issyk-Kul, Kyrgyzstan, on the implementation of pes schemes has stimulated the cross-
fertilization of work between different sectors.  

 
57. Mr. Juszczak added that the UNECE Water Convention is embarking on the preparation of the 

second assessment of transboundary rivers, lakes and groundwater in the Europe region, 
equivalent to the State of Europe's Forests report. For a first part on land use, it may be good to 
include information on the watershed level including forests. 
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58. Mr. Hofer concluded that since 2003, there has been significant attention on forests and water and 
many activities have taken place. FAO is currently attempting to digest what was done at the 
different conferences and develop a synthesis of recommendations. The focus of this should be on 
the expectation of countries from international bodies to implement the forests and water agenda. 
Ms. Ferreira supported this approach, stating that it is time to take stock of what has been done, 
and to move ahead with concrete actions. 

 
Item 12 Planning for major upcoming meetings in 2010 and 2011 
 
Item 12a European Forestry Commission – 35th session 
 

59. Ms. Ferreira informed the Bureaux members about the state of preparations for the upcoming EFC 
session in Lisbon, 27-30 April 2010. Currently there are difficulties between FAO and the 
Portuguese authorities on aspects of the agreement on Specialised Privileges and Immunities of 
UN Specialised Agencies. Mr. Filipchuk urged making Russian an official EFC language in 
addition to three official EFC languages, English, French and Spanish. He offered to find a 
Russian speaker for the EFC session. 

 
60. Mr. Ellul intervened introducing the programme for the special session on climate change at the 

upcoming EFC session. The session will provide participants with an overview of the implications 
of the Copenhagen Climate Change Conference on the forest sector, and will also look closer at 
adaptation issues from the science, policy and stakeholder perspectives. 

 
61. Mr Chaudron informed Bureaux members about the programme of the Mediterranean Forest 

Week (13-16 April, Antalya). The meeting will bring together the extended executive committee 
of Silva Mediterranea, the annual EFI Mediterranean Regional Office (EFIMED) meeting and a 
scientific seminar on forestry and climate change. In particular, Mr. Chaudron highlighted a 
session dedicated to the preparation of a position paper on the role of Mediterranean woodlands in 
the sustainable development of rural areas, in the context of the Union for the Mediterranean. He 
proposed having the EFC endorse the position paper before its submission for adoption at the 
meeting of Union for the Mediterranean Agriculture Ministers in June in Egypt. 

 
62. The secretariat was requested to invite all FAO Regional Forestry Officers to come to Lisbon and 

share experiences.  
 
Item 12b UNECE Timber Committee 
 

63. Mr. Pepke presented the schedule for the joint session of the TC and the Society of Wood Science 
and Technology (SWST) planned for 11-15 October 2010 in Geneva. The Bureaux commented 
that the programme meets their intentions and interests in innovative uses of wood. The policy 
forum on the effects on the forest sector, and especially timber markets, of codes and standards, 
was deemed of importance for the Committee, as it has considerable policy implications.  

 
64. The Bureaux requested that the programme remain flexible to integrate any conclusions or 

recommendations of the above-mentioned workshop on “Emerging trade measures in timber 
markets”. They suggested that Dr. James Bowyer, Professor Emeritus and Director of the 
Responsible Materials Program, Dovetail Associates, would be a preferred choice for a keynote 
presentation for the entire week. He is the lead author of the policy chapter in the UNECE/FAO 
Forest Products Annual Market Review, a frequent speaker at the Committee’s annual market 
discussions, and an officer in the SWST. 
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Item 13 Major international events in 2010 and 2011 and related activities by the Timber 

Section and partners 
 
Item 13a International Year of Biodiversity 2010 
 

65. Ms. Hirsch presented a background paper informing the Bureaux of the international activities in 
the context of this year and asked members of the Bureaux whether any activities were foreseen in 
their respective administrations. Ms. Ferreira and Mr Blombäck reported that no activities were 
envisaged especially since biodiversity was an issue that fell under the remit of environment 
ministry officials. The Bureaux members were of the opinion that work should mainly focus on 
the International Year of Forests in 2011. Ms. Cram-Martos proposed having a presentation on 
forest biodiversity in the context of the next EFC and TC sessions.  

 
Item 13b International Year of Forests 2011 
 

66. Ms. Hirsch asked Bureaux members about their plans for events in support of the International 
Year of Forests in 2011. Bureaux members were informed that the UNECE/FAO Forest 
Communicators Network is developing common communication links with UNFF. The 
importance of the Forest Europe Ministerial event in June 2011 had to be taken into account when 
organizing any events. Coordination with Forest Europe was therefore advised. Ms. Cram-Martos 
proposed establishing a website with national events and planning for a TC event in 2011. Via 
written input to the Bureaux meeting, FAO suggested a bigger event in 2012, for example another 
European Forest Week when the TC and EFC hold a joint session, but lower key events in 2010 
and 2011. 

 
Item 14  Other business 
 

67. Both the TC and EFC will have an election of officers at the end of their sessions in 2010. For the 
EFC, Mr. Chaudron will leave the Bureau as past chair, Ms. Ferreira will step down to Vice Chair 
(past Chair), Mr. Blombäck will become Chair and Mr. Filipchuk will remain as Vice Chair (and 
will normally become the Chair after the 2012 session). For the TC, Mr. Dengg will leave the 
Bureau as past chair, Mr. Glavonjic will step down to Vice Chair (past Chair) and Ms. Langner 
will become the Chair.  Both the TC and the EFC need new Vice Chairs. The secretariat asked the 
Bureaux for their input to the decision so that potential candidates would be sure to be present for 
the end-of-session elections. For the EFC with Mr. Chaudron leaving, it would be logical to have a 
replacement from western Europe as the other subregions of the EFC are represented on the 
Bureau. For the TC with Mr. Dengg leaving, it would also be logical to have a replacement from 
western or Nordic Europe. As there were no decisions, the secretariat requested the Bureaux to 
submit names of candidates, or at least countries, after the meeting. 

 
68. Ms Cram-Martos informed Bureaux members that the selection process for the Chief of Section 

was close to being finalized. The Chief of Section shall be in place in time for the next EFC 
session. 

 
69. The date and location for the next Bureaux meeting was also discussed. The possibility of holding 

the next meeting in the margins of the April EFC session is under consideration. 
 


