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Draft Action Plan for sustainable forest management in a green economy 

- for consideration at the Stakeholder meeting, Geneva, 10-11 May 2011 -  

What is a green economy? 

According to UNEP (UNEP, 2011), a green economy is one that “results in “improved human well-

being and social equity, while significantly reducing environmental risks and ecological scarcities”. In 

its simplest expression, a green economy is low carbon, resource efficient, and socially inclusive. In a 

green economy, growth in income and employment should be driven by public and private 

investments that reduce carbon emissions and pollution, enhance energy and resource efficiency, 

and prevent the loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services.”  A green economy is considered one of 

several ways to sustainable development, which should be addressed simultaneously 

Is the forest sector a “green economy” already? 

Many would consider that the forest sector in the ECE region at present displays many of the 

characteristics of a green economy.  The sector is indeed  

• low carbon, in that the forest is a major carbon store, and sequesters carbon while wood 

from renewable sources replaces high carbon non-renewable fuels and materials  

• resource efficient, in that almost all industry residues are used and much paper and, 

increasingly, wood products are recovered for re-use.  Any wood not used as material can 

often be used for energy  

• socially inclusive in that there are millions of forest owners from all walks of life and millions 

of jobs in the forest sector while everyone has access to forests and millions use them for 

recreation or cultural and spiritual values. 

(see annex for quantified information on this, extracted from the draft of the State of Europe’s 

Forests 2011) .   

However, the forest sector functions in an economy which is not yet “green”; economic incentives 

and mechanisms inside the sector, of necessity, follow the traditional rules; many ecosystem services 

are provided without explicit compensation and there are many distortions of price relationships.  

Many would say that there is insufficient investment at present in the natural capital of the forest, as 

many of the services it provides are not valued or compensated, leading to a low return on 

investment in terms of the “brown economy”.  Furthermore it appears that other sectors, with which 

the forest sector has to compete for land, capital and human resources, do not function on a “level 

playing field”.  The negative externalities of agriculture, of the supply of fossil fuels, and of many non-

renewable materials, are large, and probably larger than those of the forest sector.   

The challenge for the forest sector of the ECE region is to develop further those aspects of the sector 

which are part of the green economy, such as sustainable consumption patterns, recycling and 

recovery of products, increased supply of renewable energy and ecosystem services.  But it should 

also work to review, at the sector level, methods to valuation of forest ecosystem services and 

thereafter and develop policy instruments which would promote realistic and equitable systems to 

compensate forest owners and managers for the non-marketed benefits they provide, moving 

towards a wide use of payment for ecosystem services.  In addition, it should promote these 

practices throughout the economy and society, both to share its experience and to work towards a 

more level playing field between the forest sector and its competitors.  
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The ECE/FAO Action Plan for the forest sector in a green economy 

The secretariat proposes for discussion, first by the bureaux of the Timber Committee and the EFC, 

and then in a wider circle, an Action Plan.  It has been based on the results of an open consultation of 

member states and stakeholders, whose results are summarised in annex 2, as well as ongoing 

international work. 

Objective 

The Action Plan is intended to stimulate and action to improve the contribution of the forest sector 

of the UNECE region to the emerging green economy.  In particular it is intended to: 

1. Define the ways in which the ECE region forest sector can or could contribute to the 

development of a green economy, and monitor progress 

2. Share and promote best practice in this field, building on cooperation between all the actors 

in the field, at the national and international level 

3. Promote the development and implementation of policies for the forest sector which are 

effective in achieving society’s goals, efficient in the use of resources and equitable between 

the various actors inside and outside the sector. 

4. Communicate the achievements of the forest sector in the ECE region, to the public, policy 

makers and to other sectors. 

 

Scope of the Action Plan 

The Action Plan proposes a series of actions for the forest sector in the ECE region, to be 

implemented by international organisations, governments of member states, the private sector, civil 

society and all other stakeholders. 

The Plan will be proposed for endorsement by the Timber Committee and the European Forestry 

Commission in October 2011.  However, it is not a work programme for those bodies but includes 

actions to be carried out by all actors, including governments, research, private sector and civil 

society and international governmental and non-governmental organisations.  Indeed the “possible 

actions” are not attributed to any specific organisation or actor: many will probably be implemented 

by ad hoc partnerships 

The Plan focuses exclusively on the forest sector in the UNECE region, and does not address the 

problems of the forest sector in other parts of the world, nor of how countries of the region can 

contribute to solving global challenges, notably that of deforestation in the tropical regions.  The 

“forest sector” is defined as forest management, as well as the production and consumption of forest 

products. 

Within the ECE region there are many important international initiatives and instruments, including 

FOREST EUROPE, the EU Forest Action Plan, the Montréal Process, and the International Model 

Forest Network, each with its own specific objectives and resources.  The special feature of the 

present Action Plan is that it addresses the whole of the UNECE region, and is focused on the forest 

sector’s contribution to the green economy, not on the broader question of sustainable forest 
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management.  It is also intended to be a contribution to the movement to a green economy at the 

global level, by articulating and developing the potential of the forest sector.  (As it appears that the 

forest sector is already at least partly green, it can only be to its benefit and the benefit of all 

inhabitants of the region, that the global economy becomes greener, giving more economic value to 

the sector’s specific characteristics.) 

In many ways the forest sector of the developed countries has been a quiet forerunner of the green 

economy: it has recognised many ecosystem services and is monitoring them through systems of 

criteria and indicators, it has practiced sustainability, at least for wood supply, for over two centuries, 

and has developed sustainable patterns of production and consumption of forest products.  The 

Action Plan aims to build on this solid foundation.  

Structure of the Action Plan 

The five main pillars of the Action Plan are as follows: 

1. Sustainable wood consumption and production 

2. The low-carbon forest sector 

3. Green Jobs in the forest sector 

4. Valuation of and payment for  forest ecosystem services 

5. Monitoring and governance of the forest sector. 

The areas of activity under each of the pillars are as follows: 

1. Sustainable wood consumption and production 

a. Certification and labelling 

b. Public procurement practices 

c. Wood mobilisation 

d. Development of new uses for wood 

e. Life Cycle Assessment 

f. Standards for green building 

2. The low-carbon forest sector 

a. Substitution of non-renewable materials and energy 

b. Efficient use of wood: eliminating waste from forest to consumer and back again 

c. Adaptation of the forest to a changing climate 

d. Carbon sequestration 

3. Green Jobs in the forest sector 

a. A sustainable work force 

b. Safety and health of the forestry work force 

c. Forest operations: respectful of nature, efficient, safe 

4. Valuation of and payment for forest ecosystem services 

a. Valuation of forest ecosystem services 

b. Payment for forest ecosystem services: moving from theory to practice 

c. Forests and human health 

5. Monitoring and governance of the forest sector. 

a. Implementation and improvement of criteria and indicators of sustainable forest 

management  
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b. Assessment of sustainable forest management in the region 

c. Policy instruments for the forest sector in a green economy 

d. Communication and promotion of sustainable forest management 

e. Communication and outreach with other parts of the green economy. 

Possible actions 

Actions will be developed and implemented as the ideas are accepted, and resources found.  At 

present, and drawing on the suggestions of the stakeholder consultation, the secretariat proposes 

the following actions, structured according to the framework above. 

Implementation of the Action Plan 

Participation should be open to all, and entirely voluntary.  The objectives of the Action Plan are 

common to all, but implementation will vary according to the circumstances.  Some actions should 

be taken internationally, others, the majority, at the national or local level.  The Action Plan set out 

below provides more detail on the international level, but this should only be a framework and 

stimulus to action at the national and local level.  For this reason, none of the activities have been 

costed, and no implementing agencies have been suggested. 

Work methods at the international level
1
 would be flexible and might include:  

• Exchange of experience through workshops, seminars, forums etc. 

• Monitoring and analysis, including State of Europe’s Forests, national and regional forest 

sector outlook studies 

• Pilot projects 

• Development of theoretical support for policy 

• Policy analysis, policy advice 

• Guides for policymakers 

At the national and local level, the actions could take many forms, and this is not specified here. 

UNECE/FAO should take the lead in contacting potential partners, bringing them together for 

informal coordination and exchange of information
2
, and should report on progress regularly to the 

Timber Committee and the European Forestry Commission. 

 

                                                             
1
 This list does not include the possibilities for international bodies, like the EU, which have direct authority to 

frame binding directives and regulations.  Clearly the EU has a much wider range of policy instruments at its 

disposal. 
2
 The model of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests might be useful in this respect. 
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Topic Objective of the Action Plan Possible actions 

1. Sustainable wood 

consumption and 

production 

To encourage patterns of consumption and 

production of forest products which are truly 

sustainable. 

International: 

High level Conference on sustainable consumption patterns for 

forest products: challenges and opportunities (would cover all 

items below). 

Transform Forest Products Annual Market Review into Annual 

Review of Sustainable Production and Consumption of Forest 

Products 

National:  

Development of strategies for sustainable production and 

consumption (including, but not only, forest products). 

Promotion of the use of wood, in construction and elsewhere. 

Set targets for share of forest products in certain markets 

a. Certification and 

labelling 

To ensure that consumers are fully and 

accurately informed whether the forest 

products they purchase come from sustainable 

sources. 

To ensure that certification and labelling 

systems encourage the sound and sustainable 

use of wood and forest products 

International: 

Maintain monitoring of developments in certification and 

labelling, preferably with more resources to enable more analysis 

of impact of certification and labelling. 

Conference (governmental, but with major stakeholder input) on 

20 years of forest certification: what differences has it made, and 

what are the next challenges? 

Analysis/workshop on long term consequences of Lacey Act and 

EU timber trade regulation on the sector (inside and outside the 

region), with participation from other regions. 

Improved cooperation between certification systems, especially 

as regards labelling and the image of wood 

Promote instruments that discourage non-sustainable wood 

products 

Consider unified labelling system for forest products 

National:  

Further development of national standards which satisfy several 

certification systems, and of joint certification 
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Financial/fiscal support for certification expenses 

Feedback by forest owners and stakeholders on their experience 

with certification: has it changed silvicultural practices?  Are the 

costs bearable?  Has it opened new markets or developed old 

markets under threat? 

b. Public procurement 

practices 

To help public bodies take the lead in 

developing and implementing procurement 

practices which encourage sustainable 

practices 

International: 

Inventory of public procurement rules in ECE member states 

which encourage sustainable forest management (including 

estimate of consequences) 

National and EU: harmonise public procurement practices to 

ensure that sustainability considerations are adequately taken 

into account and do not discriminate against forest products 

Encourage officers responsible for public procurement to prefer 

forest products from sustainable sources (Green Public 

Procurement) and provide material enabling this task. 

c. Wood mobilisation To ensure that wood supply from the region’s 

forests, is sufficient to satisfy, on a sustainable 

basis, society’s needs for renewable raw 

materials and sources of energy 

International: 

Repeat 2009 Grenoble workshop on wood mobilisation to assess 

which of the measures recommended in the Guidelines have 

been implemented and with what effect. 

Research into social/economic drivers of wood supply (establish 

supply curve for wood from Europe’s forests) 

Research (rather qualitative than quantitative) on motives and 

values of non-traditional forest owners. 

Research on special forms of marketing targeting non-traditional 

forest owners. 

National: 

Implement recommendations of Guidelines fully and rapidly, 

bearing in mind the urgent need for a sustainable supply of 

renewable energies adequate to take a significant part of the 

energy supply. 

National studies on sustainable potential wood supply 

Invest in infrastructure for mobilisation 

d. Development of To promote the use of wood and its products International: 
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new uses for wood as renewable and sustainably produced raw 

material and fuel, in traditional and innovative 

uses 

Regular forum/market to showcase innovative uses of wood and 

forests.  Link with Schweighofer prize for forest innovation, 

possibly separating innovation by professionals from innovation 

by private people 

Study of framework conditions for successful innovation in the 

forest sector 

Assess potential and impact of biorefineries (develop and test 

technologies, perceptions and requirement of business 

customers and end consumers regarding the substitution 

potential of biorefinery products). 

Explore innovation intended to improve efficiency of material use 

in manufacture and processing of forest products 

National: 

Governments to consider whether the social and economic 

framework conditions are conducive to innovation (in the forest 

sector, but also outside it), and take corrective action if 

necessary. 

Forest industries, working with forest owners/managers, to 

encourage and support innovative approaches (see EFSOS 

innovation scenario) 

e. Life Cycle 

Assessment (LCA) 

To promote the use of LCA data in decision 

making by industries and consumers, and by 

policy makers.  LCA can provide 

comprehensive, accurate and comparable 

information on environmental impacts (carbon 

emissions, pollution, energy and water use 

etc.) of all stages of manufacture and use of 

forest products and their competitors 

International: 

Policy forum to present and discuss LCA outcomes.  Do they 

really support the idea that forest products are in general “lower 

carbon” than their competitors?  If so, what are the 

consequences for policy? 

Possible extension of LCA assessment tools beyond the 

carbon/energy/pollution footprint to include also the influence of 

a life cycle on biodiversity or human health 
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National: 

Governments, private sector and civil society to use LCA tools
3
 to 

assess options in a comprehensive way, and take this into 

account in decision making. 

f. Standards for green 

building 

To monitor the development of green building 

standards, inform the forest sector of these 

developments and, if necessary, promote 

equitable treatment of forest based materials 

in these standards 

International: 

Establish task force to monitor and analyse the developments in 

this complex and fast moving field.  It should also bring to the 

attention of policy makers important trends and issues (e.g. the 

alleged unfair treatment of forest products), and monitor 

whether green building codes established in different countries 

could unintentionally constitute barriers to trade in forest 

products.  

Study of the advantages of including in green building standards 

the footprint of the construction materials as well as the use of 

the building
4
 

2. The low-carbon forest 

sector 

To encourage the forest sector to make the 

best possible contribution to mitigation of, and 

adaptation to, climate change 

International: 

Analysis of emerging climate change regime from the viewpoint 

of the forest sector, to ensure that it is balanced (notably 

between sequestration and substitution) and compatible with 

the other dimensions of sustainable forest management. 

National: 

Review national climate change mitigation and adaptation 

strategies to ensure that the forest sector is playing an optimum 

role, with the right balance between carbon sequestration and 

substitution of non-renewable fuels and materials. 

a. Substitution of non-

renewable materials 

and energy 

To encourage the reduction of emissions of 

greenhouse gases by substituting wood from 

renewable sources for non-renewable 

materials and energy 

International/national: 

Using the LCA results (1.e), identify markets where the use of 

forest products instead of competitors would cause a significant 

reduction in carbon emissions.  Promote this analysis, in 

cooperation with the private sector. 

                                                             
3
 One example is ToSIA (Tool for Sustainability Impact Assessment) developed as part of the EFORWOOD project 

4
 The present European Building Directive only considers the footprint of the building in use and not the footprint of the construction materials used. 
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Incorporate cost of non-renewability into all products (e.g. by a 

carbon tax) so that wood can substitute for non-renewable 

materials and energy 

Continue to monitor developments for wood energy, and 

compare developments with policy targets.   Put demand for 

wood energy in context of overall forest sector trends and 

potential (build on EFSOS energy scenario) 

Provide guidelines and recommendations for developing national 

action plans for energy efficiency and material efficiency in 

buildings (not only for forest products) 

Conduct a study comparing national experience of wooden 

buildings: 

- benchmark the share of wood based buildings in 

different countries and regions 

- compare national experiences and measures and  legal 

framework (e.g. Sweden promotes wooden houses)   

National: 

Communication strategy to promote use of wood as contribution 

to climate change mitigation. 

Measures to promote use of low carbon energy and materials 

over high-carbon/non-renewable competitors 

Promote wood mobilization by improving the functioning of the 

wood energy market 

National studies on wood use in building construction 

b. Efficient use of 

wood: eliminating 

waste from forest to 

consumer 

To promote the most efficient use of wood 

raw material, notably by ensuring that forest 

products are used, re-used and recycled, and 

only used for energy when other uses have 

been considered. 

International: 

Analyse advantages and disadvantages of the “cascade 

approach”: definition and justification, causes for divergence 

(technical or economic?)  Influence of the price structure for 

energy and for material use of wood.  

Develop and/or improve technologies to increase the efficiency 

and profitability of producing wood-based renewable energy 

while minimizing environmental impacts 

Research on the potential and use of biochar. 
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National: 

Studies of use and potential availability of landscape care wood 

and recovered wood products 

Private sector, working with others (municipal authorities etc.) to 

develop productive uses for landscape care wood and recovered 

wood products, create appropriate market circuits etc) 

Eliminate landfill as a final destination for waste. 

c. Adaptation of the 

forest to a changing 

climate 

To help the sector manage the risks associated 

with forest management in an age of changing 

climate 

International: 

Follow up to the major seminar in 2008 in Sweden organised by 

FAO at the global level, but this time focused on the ECE region.  

Advances in scientific knowledge, policies/strategies put in place 

by governments and forest owners.  Estimate size of risk (if 

possible) 

International research project into extent and likelihood of future 

risk to the region’s forests 

Research into options for forest managers to manage risk. 

Research into changes in demands on forests directly or 

indirectly due to changing climate 

National: 

Develop and implement risk management and adaptation 

strategies at national level and by forest type/region (long term 

commitment) 

d. Carbon 

sequestration and 

storage 

To promote the sequestration and storage of 

carbon in forest ecosystems and harvested 

wood products 

International: 

Development of a climate change regime which provides 

appropriate incentives to maintain or increase carbon stocks in 

the forest ecosystem (including soil carbon) and harvested wood 

products. 

Improved monitoring of carbon stocks in harvested wood 

products, possibly with cooperation of certification bodies 

Research on half-life of wood products 

Research on consumer perceptions and requirements regarding 

the increased use of long-living wood products 

Analysis of influence on harvest levels and silvicultural objectives 
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of present and possible future climate change regimes. 

National: 

To construct a national legal and institutional framework which 

makes it possible for forest owners and industries to be rewarded 

for carbon sequestration and storage 

Forest owners and industries should incorporate incentives into 

their planning and take advantage of them. 

3. Green Jobs in the forest 

sector 

 To ensure that the workforce is able to 

implement sustainable forest management, 

and that the forest sector contributes to 

achieving the social goals of the green 

economy 

International: 

Round table on forest sector workforce, launching detailed work 

on topics below 

National: 

Review of forest sector workforce issues (at present often 

considered of low priority) to communicate importance and fix 

priorities 

a. A sustainable 

workforce 

To ensure that the workforce has the 

necessary skills to carry out the increasingly 

complex tasks associated with sustainable 

forest management 

International: 

Based on data for indicator 6.5 in SOEF 2011 (and equivalent in 

N. America), describe the forest sector workforce in detail, and at 

a workshop/forum discuss the main threats to sustainability 

(workforce too old, badly educated etc.), and possible 

countermeasures. 

Update the earlier ECE/FAO/ILO study of profession, skills and 

training. 

Include a sub-session on “new forest jobs in the green economy” 

at next EFC/TC session. 

National: 

Develop tripartite (government/unions/employers) approach to 

green jobs in the forest sector, minimum standards etc.  (link 

with certification systems) 

Increase investment in education and training of the forest sector 

workforce and forest owners 

b. Safety and health of 

the forestry 

workforce 

To reduce the levels of illness and injury 

experienced at present by the forestry 

workforce, by exchanging experience and 

International: 

Raise level of political will to improve safety and health of the 

workforce, by study of the status and trends, with national 
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analysing available data. comparisons, and analysis of the differences.   

Establish and maintain a comparable data set on occupational 

safety and health (at present data not comparable).  

National: 

Enforce relevant legislation, develop regulations if necessary to 

take account of changing technology (vibration hazard) and social 

conditions (self-employed contractors) 

Fund extension work to make employers and workers sensitive to 

safety and health issues, and how to improve the situation 

Radically improve statistics and monitoring, to enable meaningful 

analysis and preventive action.  Improve coverage of contractors, 

farmers etc.  

 

c. Forest operations: 

respectful of nature, 

efficient, safe 

To review the work methods used for 

harvesting and silviculture, determine whether 

they need to be improved and to ensure that 

best practice is applied everywhere 

International: 

Workshop on changes in forest operations which might be 

necessary for sustainable forest management  

Monitor implementation of the FAO code of practice on forest 

contractors 

Workshop on guidance for on-the-ground forest managers.  How 

can they respond to the rapid changes and increasing complexity 

of their job? 

National: 

Round table/consultation on status of forest operations 

(challenges and dilemmas, is there sufficient operational capacity 

for sustainable forest management?) 

4. Valuation of and payment 

for  forest ecosystem 

services 

To help policy makers and stakeholders find 

the optimum combination between functions 

for each forest, taking account of society’s 

needs, i.e. positive and negative externalities, 

and the demand for products and services 

which are not marketed 

International: 

Policy forum on emerging dilemmas for forest managers and 

policy makers, focusing on identifying critical trade-offs between 

forest functions 

National: 

National review of forest ecosystem services, what they depend 

on for delivery, and opportunities for payment. 

a. Valuation of forest To support the development of systems to International: 
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ecosystem services assign economic value to non-marketed forest 

goods and services, so that individuals or 

society as a whole may compensate the forest 

owner for supplying these goods and services  

Concerted effort, involving research community and policy 

bodies, to develop standard approaches to valuation of forest 

ecosystem services and estimate values at the national and 

regional level.  Research should be linked to policy at all times 

(see Stern report).  Ultimate objective would be a quantitative 

comparison of the value of marketed and non-marketed goods 

and services of the forest, and recommendations as to how 

academic valuation could be transformed into payment systems 

National: 

Research projects to quantify and value (preferably using 

internationally compatible methods) all forest ecosystem 

services. 

Involve not only researchers but also forest managers and 

consumers of the forest ecosystem services. 

Assign value to traditional forest dominated cultural landscapes. 

b. Payment for forest 

ecosystem services: 

moving from theory 

to practice 

To review experience on payment for forest 

ecosystem services, promote best practice, 

and monitor progress 

International: 

So far PES has progressed mostly at the theoretical level, 

although some public subsidy schemes are equivalent to PES in 

some ways.  Now is the time to bring together experience, for a 

wide range of forest ecosystem services and of national 

situations, compare them and perhaps draw up practical 

guidelines, starting from the ECE (general) PES guidelines, and 

drawing on many case studies 

National: 

Bringing together local experience and drawing up a national 

strategy for payment for forest ecosystem services.  

Development of appropriate policy instruments, setting the 

framework for PES, finding funds and promoting promising 

solutions 

Promote partnerships between forest owners and other 

actors/stakeholders, for instance to develop forest 

tourism/ecotourism 

c. Forests and human To review ways in which forests contribute to International: 
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health human health and well being, and ascertain 

whether this information is properly 

incorporated into policies and practices 

Policy forum, based on survey and analysis, leading to more 

concrete recommendations. Highlight innovative approaches to 

cooperation with other sectors (study, background document). 

A moderated forests and health net portal, where research 

institutions could post and collect research results on the health 

value of forests and forest products. This would constitute a 

resource for health and planning authorities etc. 

Indicative study on wellbeing in wooden buildings vs. Buildings 

with other structures 

National: (to be developed) 

 

5. Monitoring and governance 

of the forest sector 

To ensure that the forest sector in the region 

has policies and institutions which promote 

sustainable forest management, that policy 

making is fact-based, policy instruments are 

effective, efficient and equitable, and that 

monitoring is adequate. 

International: 

National forest sector policy reviews, with peer review, along the 

lines of the environmental performance reviews carried out by 

ECE 

One stakeholder recommended “policy score cards” 

National: 

Review of national forest sector governance and adequacy  of 

available supporting information (when such a review has not 

been undertaken recently).  There should be critical review of the 

format of the instruments and whether the traditional 

instruments are in fact the most efficient and effective at 

reaching policy goals 

a. Implementation and 

improvement of 

criteria and 

indicators of 

sustainable forest 

management 

To ensure that the information available is 

comprehensive and comparable, structured 

according to the regional criteria and 

indicators sets, at the appropriate spatial 

resolution for decision making, that analysis of 

the outlook makes it possible to assess the 

consequences of policy choices, and that 

policy makers make use of the best available 

information and analysis 

International: 

Maintain and develop present inter-organisation cooperation on 

State of Europe’s Forests, set up appropriate task forces to 

address challenges of particular indicators 

Develop capacity so that all countries can supply usable data for 

all indicators 

National: 

Regular fact based reports on sustainable forest management i 

the country, based on international and national C&I sets. 
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b. Assessment of 

sustainable forest 

management in the 

region 

To develop an agreed method for assessing 

sustainable forest management at the 

international level, based on criteria and 

indicator sets, and apply this method, to 

provide forest sector and other policy makers 

with clear information on whether forest 

management is sustainable or not 

International: 

Develop agreed methodology to assess sustainability of forest 

management, possibly building on SOEF 2011 experience, and 

implement it.  Encourage cooperation FOREST EUROPE with 

Montréal Process. 

National: 

Not applicable (support international efforts with data and 

expertise) 

c. Policy instruments for the 

forest sector in a green 

economy 

To review existing forest sector policy 

instruments in the light of the requirements of 

a green economy, and, if necessary, make 

proposals for a new approach. 

International and national: 

Detailed study of policy instruments in place and whether they 

are appropriate for a green economy, leading, if appropriate to 

proposals for improvement.  This could include ranking of good 

and bad policy measurements, for example taxes versus subsidies 

d. Communication and 

promotion of sustainable 

forest management and 

the green economy 

To improve communication with the public 

and policy makers about the forest sector’s 

actual and potential role in the green economy 

International and national: 

Improve the sector’s capacity to communicate, by developing 

national and international capacity and funding, and sharing 

experience. 

A campaign to develop public opinion and to get for wood the 

status of  an “ecologically preferred” construction material in 

legislation and especially in public projects 

e. Communication and 

outreach to other parts 

of the green economy 

To communicate lessons learned in the forest 

sector to other sectors, and to learn from 

other sector’s experience 

International: 

Monitor developments on the ECE region forest sector in the 

green economy and ensure that organisations active on global 

green economy issues, such as UNEP are aware of them 

Comparative analysis of the concept of “sustainable forest 

management” as it appears in work from different backgrounds 

such as REDD+, LULUCF, criteria and indicators, criteria for bio-

energy etc. 

National: 

Develop contacts with other green economy sectors, and share 

experience 

Highlight good examples of cross-sectoral 

coordination/cooperation and identify success factors. Try to 
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cover both private and public actors as strategies might be 

different. 
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