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UNECE 
Timber Committee Week 

 

Geneva, 12-16 October 2009 
 
The Timber Committee week will focus in particular on the 
impacts of the economic crisis on the forest sector, and the 
opportunities for the sector’s recovery and long-term 
development through its enhanced contribution to a green 
economy. 
 
Like many other sectors, the forest sector in UNECE 
countries has been badly hit by the economic crisis, which 
caused falling prices, reduced income, mill closures, job cuts 
and budget reductions. Yet, the forest sector can make a 
significant contribution to the global effort to address both 
the socio-economic crisis and growing environmental 
challenges.  The sector has strong potential to contribute to 
a greener economy and a more sustainable society by 
promoting the sustainable use of wood for wood energy, 
green building and other green products and services.  
 
The Timber Committee week begins on 12 October with a Green 
Building Workshop on “Responding to Climate Change: wood’s 
place in a global approach to green building”. This workshop will 
pave the way for a major conference on green building in 2010. 
With input from other sectors, notably environment and energy, 
this workshop will create new collaboration. 
 
The annual Market Discussions of the Timber Committee will be 
held on 13-14 October with the topic “UNECE Region Forest 
Products Markets in a Global Economic Crisis”. Experts lead 
discussions based on the UNECE/FAO Forest Products Annual 
Market Review, 2008-2009, country market statements and 
forecasts. 
 
“The forest sector in the green economy” is the one-day Policy 
Forum which will be held on Thursday, 15 October. The Forum 
will help evaluate the situation of the forest sector in the context 
of the global economic crisis; identify opportunities for the 
sector’s contribution to a more sustainable society and a greener 
economy; and discuss means of positioning the sector to bounce 
out of the current economic slump. The Forum will in particular 
assess the extent to which the sector can benefit from subsidies 
and stimulus programmes directed at greening the economy.   

More information is available at: 
http://timber.unece.org/index.php?id=125
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THE PRESS RELEASE ON THE 

UNECE/FAO’S FOREST PRODUCTS 
ANNUAL MARKET REVIEW 2008-2009 

 
Presented on 4 August in the United Nations press briefing 
and was taken up by more than 80 different media all over 
the world.  

These numbers were reached 
thanks to the stories published by 
the news agencies Associated 
Press, EFE, Reuters, AFP and IPS 
and the many timber industry 
professional journals. The story 
was also covered by UN radio 
(which did 3 interviews in French, 
Spanish and Portuguese) and the 
UN news center. 
 
Stories appeared in media from 
the US and Canada, Europe, Asia 
(Vietnam, Korea, China, 

Singapore), Latin America (Mexico, Argentina, Uruguay, 
Venezuela), Russia, and the Pacific (Australia, New Zealand).     
 
For the first time this year we were in a position to issue the 
Press release in English, French and Russian at the same time. 
The news has also been published, at least, in Spanish, German, 
Finnish and Korean thanks to the media’s own translation.  
 
Timber Committee secretariat is very pleased with the large 
media coverage and plans to carry on this practice in the future 
years. 
 

Visit at: http://www.unece.org/press/pr2009/09tim_p04e.htm

 
“MARKET POTENTIALS AND POLICY 

OPTIONS FOR THE PROMOTION OF WOOD 
ENERGY IN SOUTH-EAST EUROPE” 

 
DUBROVNIK, CROATIA, 17-20 NOVEMBER 2009 

 
The Ministry or Regional Development, Forestry and 
Water Management of Croatia together with the 
UNECE/FAO Timber Section and FAO Sub-regional 
Office for Central and Eastern Europe are organizing a 
workshop that will explore market potentials and policy 
options for the promotion of wood energy in South-East 
Europe. 
 
The goals of the workshop are to: 
 

 Analyse and exchange information about current levels of 
fuel wood production; 

 Build capacities to develop fuel wood markets and 
bioenergy policies; 

 Explore policy options for developing wood energy, taking 
into account the national political framework; 

 Draft conclusions, recommendations and possible actions 
to promote wood energy as part of a programme of 
integrated rural economic development and establish a 
network and channels of communication for continued 
information exchange. 

Note that participation in this workshop is by invitation only.   
 

For questions and further information, contact:  
woodenergy.timber@unece.org,  

or visit the website at: 
http://timber.unece.org/index.php?id=124

  
 

NATIONAL RENEWABLE ENERGY ACTION PLAN (NREAP) 

The new EU Directive on renewable energy1 sets ambitious targets2 for all Member States, such that the EU will reach a 20% 
share of energy from renewable sources by 2020 and a 10% share of renewable energy specifically in the transport sector. The 
European Commission released the template for the National Renewable Energy Action Plan (NREAP) on 30 June 2009. EU 

member states are requested to use this template to submit their detailed national action plans by 30 June 2010.  
 
It appears that the NREAP template has replicated the structure and approach of the UNECE/FAO Joint Wood Energy Enquiry 
(JWEE) in the section on wood energy from forests and outside forests (p. 28-30). This confirms that the structure of the JWEE 
is considered as useful and appropriate. The UNECE/FAO Timber Section wishes to thank the specialists from the Member 
States for their continuing contribution to improving the JWEE.  
 

Every country can decide individually how to fill the template, the European Commission said. Thus many 
different ministries are involved instead of single national correspondents. Countries having successfully 
provided data to the JWEE can now easily re-use this valuable information for the EU NREAP template. 
The UNECE/FAO Timber Section strongly encourages national JWEE correspondents to inform the 
respective ministries about their excellent data on wood energy at national level.  
 
The report on the JWEE 2007 is available under:  

            http://timber.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/meetings/jwee2-data-report-24march.pdf
 

For further information please contact: woodenergy.timber@unece.org
_____________ 
1  http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32009L0028:EN:NOT  
2  http://ec.europa.eu/energy/renewables/targets_en.html
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CURRENT AND FUTURE WOODY BIOMASS FOR ENERGY – MONITORING USE AND 
UNDERSTANDING TECHNOLOGY” WORKSHOP WAS HOSTED BY THE LATVIAN MINISTRY 
OF AGRICULTURE IN RIGA ON 15-16 SEPTEMBER 2009.  

 
The meeting was organized by the Riga Technological University, the UNECE/FAO Timber Section and the 
FAO Subregional Office for Central and Eastern Europe. It was sponsored thanks to the Swedish Ministry of 
Agriculture. It was held under the auspices of the UNECE Timber Committee and the FAO European Forestry 
Commission, and mandated by their Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics. 
The workshop provided an opportunity for cross-sectoral cooperation and collaboration between stakeholders. 
The 60 participants from 11 countries represented governments (including policymakers and statisticians) 
research institutions and universities, trade associations, private industry and international organizations. They 
discussed the issues on wood energy data development, quality and dissemination in relation to the urgent need 
to be able to more accurately assess the growing demand for wood-based energy and its supply. 

Its outcomes, including conclusions and recommendations are available in a UNECE press release and at:  
 

http://timber.unece.org/index.php?id=195
 

 

EUROPEAN FOREST TYPES 
The new European forest types are organised according to a hierarchical classification system structured into 14 
first level classes (categories) and 75 second level classes (types). In the previous newsletter the first three categories 
(1. Boreal forests, 2. Hemiboreal forest and nemoral coniferous and mixed broadleaved-coniferous forest and 3. 
Alpine coniferous forest) were presented. In this one, the next two categories are introduced. 
 
Due to the limits posed by the form of this article only very basic information about forest types could have been 
presented, more information can be found in the EEA Technical report No 9/2006.  
 

Acidophilous oak and oak-birch forest 
Acidophilous oakwoods and mixed oak-birch forest 
characteristic of oligotrophic soils of the nemoral forest 
zone and they consist of the two main types.  Acidophilous 
oakwood is dominated by acidophilous oaks Quercus 
petraea and Quercus robur.  
 

 
 
These lowland to sub-mountainous forests are stocked on 
poor acid soils of the temperate zone of Europe and 
extends from the Atlantic coast to western Russia.  The 
second type - Oak-birch forest is composed of Quercus 
robur, Betula pendula and Betula pubescens, often mixed 
with Sorbus aucuparia and Populus tremula, on very 
oligotrophic, often sandy and podsolised or hydromorphic 
soils; forests of this type often prevail in the northern 
Baltic-North Sea plain. 

Mesophytic deciduous forest 
Mesophytic deciduous forest grows on rich and 
moderately rich soils and are characterised by mixed 
canopy composition. 

 
The category includes forests dominated by mixtures of 
Carpinus betulus, Quercus petraea, Quercus robur, 
Fraxinus, Acer and Tilia cordata. Five forest types 
separated under this category (Oak-hornbeam forest, 
Ashwood and oak-ash forest, Eastern European 
broadleaved forest, Ravine and slope forest and Other 
mesohpytic deciduous forests) are spread over the whole 
nemoral zone. 
 

Materials and pictures from EEA Technical report No 
9/2006:   European forest types, were used, electronic 
version of the report is available at: 
http://reports.eea.europa.eu/technical_report_2006_9/en

http://timber.unece.org/index.php?id=195
http://reports.eea.europa.eu/technical_report_2006_9/en
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WEBSITE ON CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE 
FOREST SECTOR IN THE UNECE REGION 

 
The UNECE/FAO Timber Section will soon release its 
website on Climate Change and the Forest Sector in the 
UNECE Region with a link from the homepage.  The Quick 
Link will look at the role that the forest sector can play in 
mitigating climate change, with subsections on: 
 

 Carbon Sinks and Sequestration 
 Carbon Storage in Harvested Wood Products 
 Green Building and Certification 
 Wood Energy and 
 Adaptation to Climate Change 

 
The site is meant to serve and inform the public and 
stakeholders about the forest sector and its contribution in 
addressing climate change in the UNECE region.  It will 
also serve as a tool for policy makers, a form of 
communication by providing current and relevant studies, 
publications, information on upcoming and past workshops, 
and other important events.  The uniqueness of the forest 
sector as it relates to climate change warrants a special 
section. 

http://timber.unece.org/index.php?id=214

SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENTS 
Professor Branko Glavonjic, Timber Committee 
Chairman, has been awarded full professorship at the 
University of Belgrade in Serbia. This honor recognizes his 
value to the University, and was achieved in part because of 
his active Timber Committee involvement, including being 
Deputy of our Team of Specialists on Forest Products 
Markets and Marketing. We thank him for all of his 
collaboration and congratulate him on this prestigious 
achievement. 
 

Dr. Richard Vlosky, Director and 
Extension Specialist, Louisiana Forest 
Products Development Center (LFPDC), 
AND the UNECE/FAO ToSFPMM Team 
Leader, is a recent recipient of a Southern 
Regional Extension Forestry award. Vlosky 
received a Silver Award of Excellence in the 
Computer Software and/or Website 
category for his work in building and 

maintaining the UNECE/FAO Team of Specialists in Forest 
Products Marketing and Markets (ToSFPMM) "Current Issues in 
Forest Products Markets Website”.(www.lfpdc.lsu.edu/unece). 

_________________________________________________ 
UPDATED WEBSITE ON WOOD ENERGY OUTPUTS 

http://timber.unece.org/index.php?id=238
It presents past meetings, presentations, reports and databases 
with involvement of the UNECE/FAO Timber Section. We 
hope that this will further improve the visibility of the 
UNECE/FAO Timber Section’s work on the issue. For 
further suggestions, questions and comments, contact: 
   

woodenergy.timber@unece.org

 

UNECE/FAO TIMBER STAFF CHANGES 
Tapani Pahkasalo, Forest Economist, 
Indufor consulting, Finland, took over 
temporarily as Project Leader of the 
Forest Products Annual Market Review 
during summer 2009.  
 
Tapani first worked on the Review as a 
student marketing assistant, and 
subsequently has authored the value-
added products chapter.  We truly valued 

his capable assistance and look forward to continued collaboration! 
 
Hazel Miranda is in her final year of her graduate program 
at the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International 
Affairs at Princeton University.  In addition to her graduate 
degree, she is working on a special certificate on Science, 
Technology and Environmental Policy.  Hazel came to 
UNECE/FAO through the Duke Global Policy and 
Governance Fellowship- Environmental Track.  Her summer 
at the UN allowed her to fulfill her desire to learn about 
climate change issues from a global perspective where she 
was encouraged to think critically about climate change in the 
international environment and was exposed to these issues 
from both an academic and practical perspective.  We thank 
Hazel who worked on developing the Climate Change and 
the Forest Sector in the UNECE Region Timber website. 
 
Ms. Xiaoou Han is a student marketing assistant from 
Oregon State University where she is a doctoral student under 
Professor Eric Hansen (who is an author in the Review and a 
speaker at the TC Market Discussions). She already wrote the 
Review section on China’s forest products markets, which she 
will expand for a Geneva Timber and Forest Discussion 
Paper. 
 

UPCOMING UNECE/FAO MEETINGS 

       Geneva, UNECE Timber Committee, 67th Session:  
 12 October, Workshop on “Responding to climate change: Towards a global approach to green building” 
 13-14 October, Market Discussions on “UNECE region forest products markets in a global economic crisis” 
 15 October, Policy Forum “The Forest Sector in the Green Economy” 
 17-20 November, Dubrovnik, Croatia, “Wood Energy Market Potentials and Policies” 
 23-25 March 2010, Geneva, FAO/UNECE Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics  
 19-23 April 2010, Lisbon, European Forestry Commission 
 28-29 April 2010, Quebec City, Canada, Green Building Conference 
 11-15 October 2010, Geneva, UNECE Timber Committee, 68  Session th

                                 More information and updates at: www.unece.org/timber
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