


Forests act both as a cause and a solution for rising greenhouse gas emissions. On the one hand, a

substantial proportion of greenhouse gas emissions globally is associated with deforestation and forest

degradation, and on the other, forests act as carbon sinks. This is why restoration and sustainable

management of forest ecosystems is central to reducing the impact of climate change. This panel will

explore the mitigation potential of wood products and wood energy and highlight some of the ongoing

efforts to restore degraded forest ecosystems in the UNECE region.

Biodiversity is crucial to healthy and functional forest ecosystems. The wide variety of forest animals

and organisms perform pollination, seed dispersal, herbivory and other crucial roles that affect natural

regeneration and carbon storage. When these organisms disappear from forests, these functions are lost

with them, with significant implications for forest health, the climate, and livelihoods of millions of

people worldwide. This panel will reflect on the state of forest biodiversity and highlight the role of

sustainable forest management in biodiversity conservation.
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THEMATIC DISCUSSION III: FINANCING 
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As governments around the world continue to tackle the devastating consequences of the COVID-19

outbreak, the UN Secretary General invited countries to refrain from making policy and investment

decisions that  will exacerbate existing crises such as air pollution and the climate  emergency – not

least because deforestation, pollution, biodiversity loss are all contributory factors to the spread of the

virus. With an eye on the future of financing for nature restoration, this panel session will review some

of the financing strategies and mechanisms available to countries in the UNECE region.

Introduction and moderation: Ms. Lyubov Poliakova,  Head of International Cooperation, Science and

Public Relations Division, State Forest Resources Agency of Ukraine
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THEMATIC DISCUSSION IV: PARTNERSHIPS FOR SDG 15

Forging strong and effective  partnerships across the UN, non-governmental sector and the private

sector holds the key to unlocking  progress on meeting the targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Development, including SDG 15. This panel will provide an overview of some ongoing and planned

initiatives within the forest sector and facilitate a discussion on how to step up joint efforts in the

coming Decade on Ecosystem Restoration. 
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