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» In 2007 - the Forum agreed on the first 
UN Forest Instrument

» In 2015 - the Forum established the 
Global Forest Financing Facilitation 
Network (GFFFN) 

» In 2017 - the Forum agreed on the first 
UN Strategic Plan for Forests 2030
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About the UN Forum on Forests

A functional commission of the UN Economic and 
Social Council (ECOSOC) with universal membership, 
composed of all Member States of the UN and 
Member States of specialized agencies. 



» provide substantive support to the Forum, 
including through technical reports and studies 

» monitor and assess implementation of the UN 
Forest Instrument, the UN Strategic Plan for 
Forests 2030 and forest related SDGs

» facilitate access to forest finance through the 
Global Forest Financing Facilitation Network

» foster dialogue, to enhance cooperation and 
coordination by working with partners – CPF, 
regional entities and Major Groups

» raise awareness on the contributions of forests to 
achieving the SDGs
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About the UNFF Secretariat

A Division within the UN Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs, based at UNHQ in New York.



Design Strategies

assist countries in 
designing national forest 

financing strategies

Mobilise resources

assist countries in 
development of project 

proposals on sustainable 
forest management (SFM)

Build capacity

conducts capacity 
development and training –
has already benefited over 
500 forestry professionals 

around the world

Forests 2030

achieve the Global Forest 
Goals and targets of the 

UN Strategic Plan for 
Forests 2030
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Currently – the Global Forest Financing Facilitation Network works to …
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GFFFN partner countries

1. Cameroon

2. Ecuador

3. Fiji

4. Guinea

5. Iran

6. Madagascar

7. Niger

8. Nigeria

9. PNG

10. Senegal

11. Uganda

12. Ukraine

13. Zimbabwe

14. Botswana

15. CAR

16. Dominica

17. Jamaica

18. St Kitts & Nevis

19. St Lucia

20. Côte d’Ivoire

21. South Africa

22. Thailand

23. Malawi

24. North 
Macedonia

25. Suriname

Outstanding requests
26. Guinea Bissau
27. Liberia
28. Peru
29. Serbia



Identified requirements, components and categories 
of information for the clearing house, and discussed 
how to build on existing databases from CPF members 
and other potential partners.

Agreed that the clearing house should be developed 
and operationalized in a phased stepwise approach; 
and should utilize, interface with and build on existing 
databases and mechanisms wherever possible.

A key priority for the work of the GFFFN

January 2019 – Expert Group meeting

May 2019 – UNFF14

To serve as a clearing house and database on existing, 
new and emerging financing opportunities and as a 
tool for sharing lessons learned and best practices.
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Under development: the GFFFN Clearinghouse on Forest Financing



provide a platform for 
exchange of data, 

lessons learned and 
best practices

provide data to assess 
progress on SDG target 
15.b and Global Forest 

Goal 4

Identify 
opportunities

Exchange info 
on what works

Track progress 
toward 2030

provide data on forest 
financing opportunities 

from all sources
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Key components of the GFFFN Clearing House
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User Interface Search criteria Databases Info management

Proposed elements of the GFFFN Clearing House

» Search functionality

» Dashboard on GFFFN 
projects

» Networking space

» Initial phase would make 
information searchable 
by: country, region and 
keywords

» With additional criteria 
to be added in phase 2

» Funding opportunities
» Information and learning 

material  for accessing 
resources

» Lessons learned and best 
practices

» Forest financial flows (to 
be added in phase 2)

» Regular updates

» Development of 
tutorials and 
information materials



Target audiences 

» Member States (Primary 
audience)

» Funding recipients, funding 
providers and partners 
(Member States, UN entities, 
IGOs, NGOs, Academia)

» Other information seekers
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» working in consultation with interested members 
of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests 

» collaborating with other potential partners

Building on what already exists

How to avoid reinventing the wheel?
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» any best practices from existing online platforms, 
databases?

» incentives for data providers to share their data?

» Suggestions for keeping it simple and user 
friendly?

Some questions…



We welcome your feedback, questions and suggestions!
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Thank You!
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Mita Sen and Yan Lang

+1 917 367 5069 | +1 212 963 9902

sen@un.org | yan.lang@un.org

www.un.org/esa/forests
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