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Meeting Report 

  

FIELD TRIP 

The formal meeting of the ToS on Wood Energy was preceded by a field trip, which provided an 
excellent framework for informal, technical discussions on the important role of the U.S. South East in 
global pellet production. The trip included a visit to several harvesting sites with so-called 
“microchippers” (www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEsmOMVdTww ). The displayed operations provided 
some insight how local forest owners attempt to convert low productive and low value unmanaged 
forests to more productive stands. The second part of the excursion comprised a visit to Enviva’s 
Samson wood pellet plant (www.envivabiomass.com/enviva-pellets-sampson-llc ).  Many participants 
provided positive comments and hope excursions could be included in future meetings of the team. 

 

OFFICIAL OPENING 

The official part of the meeting started on 18 May 2017 and the meeting was jointly chaired by Mr. 
Dinko VUSIC and Mr. Francisco AGUILAR, leader and co-leader of the Team of Specialists on Wood 
Energy (ToS). The Secretariat took notes of the main points discussed and decisions taken. The list of 
participants is attached in Annex II. 13 experts from 6 countries took part in the meeting. Represented 
countries were Croatia, Estonia, Finland, Germany, the Russian Federation, and the United States of 
America. Mr. Dinko VUSIC opened the meeting. 

At the beginning of the formal meeting, Mr. Jeff PRESTEMON addressed the welcome noted on behalf 
of Rob DOUDRICK, Station Director of the USDA Forest Service Southern Research station to the 
group. Mr. PRESTEMON also presented the overview on the work of the USDA Forest Service in 
general and the work done by the Southern Research Station. 

Mr. Dinko VUSIC team leader and Mr. Francisco AGUILAR thanked the USDA Forest Service for 
offering hosting the meeting of the ToS in Durham.   

Mr. VUSIC, before opening the meeting officially, tabled the proposed agenda of the meeting for 
discussion. The team decided to modify the order of the agenda items. The adjusted agenda of the 
meeting is included in Annex I of the report. The team adopted the agenda with the proposed 
changes. 

 

PUBLICATION ON “WOOD ENERGY IN THE UNECE REGION” 

Mr. Aguilar presented a short overview on the history and development of the upcoming publication on 
“Wood energy in the UNECE region”. During the last meeting of the ToS in Zagreb the group agreed on the list 
of chapters developed by the task force. The team also decided that the final technical review of the chapters 
should be done during the fourth meeting of the ToS. Four of the chapters have been sent to the Team before 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEsmOMVdTww
http://www.envivabiomass.com/enviva-pellets-sampson-llc
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the meeting and a fifth chapter has been distributed at the meeting itself. All of the chapters have already 
been peer reviewed by various experts and Mr. Aguilar asked the team to split into four groups that would 
rotate from lead author to lead author in order to provide feedback to the authors and propose improvements 
to the chapters. The group work was lead by the following experts: Chapter 1 by Anti Asikainen and Perttu 
Anttila, chapter 2 by Florian Steierer, Chapter 4 by Francisco Aguilar and chapter 6 by Perttu Antila. Chapter 5 
was briefly discussed in plenary with Karen Abt.  

The discussions were very fruitful and led to many suggestions for improvement. Some of these suggested 
improvements were: 

 All the chapters need to be checked regarding cross-references to other chapters, header and footer 
of graphs and tables;  

 It was suggested to provide more illustrations (e.g. a diagram on policy categories, illustration of 
cascading use, etc.).  

 The Team considered the idea of supplementing chapters with supportive stories, i.e. in form of “grey 
boxes” as an interesting option. However, this should only be included, if such stories can be found for 
each of the sub-chapters.  

 Authors need to ensure to use consistent terminology (e.g. logging residues). It was agree to have all 
terms and definitions in one central place needed to define the different fuels – Francisco and Dinko 
will share the chapter on terminology with the team for adjusting the wording in the chapters. 

 Authors need to provide all the background information required for harmonizing the tables, graphs 
and figures.  

 The copyright of graphs, tables and pictures need to be provided to the secretariat;  
 The authors should strive to include more examples from other countries, notably from the Russian 

Federation; 
 Chapter could serve as an intro to the subsequent chapters, and explain what will be analysed in the 

following chapters (Segway to following chapters). 
 The team agreed on the date by which to provide feedback to lead authors – 29 Monday May 2017 
 The final version of the chapters should be ready by 15 June 2017 

The team agreed to publish the study paper by the end of 2017/January 2018. 

PROCEDURE FOR ACCEPTING NEW TEAM MEMBERS 

The team discussed the procedure for new team members and agreed by unanimous vote on the following 
procedure:  

a. Interested experts can contact any team member regarding interest to join the team.  
b. The core group (team leader and deputies) will be informed about a potential new member;  
c. The core group to decide on granting membership,  
d. Core group will inform the team and the secretary about the new member;  
e. Secretary to formally contact the new member and update contact database and list of members on 

the website. 

BIO ENERGY CAPACITY BUILDING MEETING IN BUDAPEST in 2017 

The secretariat briefly provided an update on the workshop in Budapest and asked Mr. VUSIC and Mr. 
WEIMAR, to provide some personal feedback since they both attended the event. Mr. VUSIC highlighted that 
the event was an excellent opportunity four countries who never replied to the JWEE before to learn about the 
JWEE. He particularly highlighted that participants really appreciated the group work. Another positive aspect 
of the event was the setting up of enabling exchange on different views on wood energy from the energy and 
forestry side. Mr. Weimar congratulated the secretariat that the UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section, in 
close cooperation with IRENA managed to attract so many experts from countries who never attended the 
UNECE meetings before. The secretariat highlighted the positive role of funding for travel provided by IRENA. 
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Some countries were so motivated, that they started filling of the enquiry during the meeting. The secretariat 
highlighted that the event received excellent feedback from member states after the workshop and the higher 
number of replies is a clear indication that the event was highly successful.  

Some issues of structure and details of the JWEE were discussed during the meeting, some of these were:  

 Big gap between production and consumption data (how to start JWEE backend or front -  
consumption side may lead to very high levels at the removals sides – however, wood from 
outside the forest is often the solution); –  

 IRENA – data from the consumption side are often higher that the production side;  
 How to include bark of fuelwood– this could contribute up to 5-10 % of the energy at 

household level. 
 Higher heating value vs. lower heating value. 

The team discussed the way ahead and suggested:  

 Consider organizing a back to back meeting with an IEA correspondents meeting; 
 Repeat a capacity building workshop on the solutions found in member states and exchange 

the success stories in improving information on wood energy in UNECE member countries. 

The secretariat informed the team that IRENA is considering a capacity building workshop on renewable 
energy in Albania in summer 2017. 

STRATEGIC REVIEW AND WORK ROADMAP FOR THE PERIOD OF 2018-2021 

The secretariat provided an overview on the process of the Strategic Review and highlighted that the current 
version of the Terms of Reference (ToR’s) of the ToS on wood energy can be found in the report from the 39th 
Session Joint ECE/FAO Working Party on Forest Statistics, Economics and Management 
(www.unece.org/index.php?id=43905 ). The secretary explained that the final decision will by member states 
during Las2017, the joint session of the ECE Committee on Forests and the Forest Industry and the FAO 
European Forestry Commission (www.unece.org/index.php?id=44709). 

In the following, the team discussed about the issue of the next publication in the coming four years after the 
re-establishment of the Team in 2018. Potential topics could be:  

- LCA, sustainability indicators of wood energy, etc. Matthias will draft a part of the chapter on 
sustainability in order to raise interest in the topic. The team is invited to provide feedback on the 
matter.  

- Antti suggested to conduct a study that could contribute to the sustainability discussion – with a 
possible analysis of a base level reference scenario. This would mean to work closely with other ToS e.g. 
SFM or SFP. The main concern to the group was where to set the boundaries of interest in the area? 

- Impact of wood energy on the forest products markets. Impact analysis at global level. Statistical 
information needed on the facts – e.g. to counter accusations on the wood energy sector is destroying 
the forests.  

The Team concluded that the best is to include the discussion as one of the main points for discussion in the 
agenda for the next meeting of the TOS. The boundaries need to be clearly defined and should avoid 
redundancies with work of other teams. Namely in the terms of SDG’s the ToS on wood energy should be the 
go-to-place for the Goal 7 on access to clean and affordable energy  (poverty, hunger, rural development, etc. ) 

The team aims at providing its support to organizing future capacity building workshops. One of the main 
challenges will be the issue of how to cover logistical costs. There is a general possibility to organize a 
workshop in Croatia in 2018 or 2019 for the next round of JWEE reporting bringing together countries from the 
Mediterranean. Secretariat to check availability of project proposal from the last event(s). The team urged the 
secretariat to use teleconference facilities more often in order to better coordinate future work.   

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=43905
http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=44709
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IMPROVING THE Joint Wood Energy Enquiry (JWEE)  

Alex McCusker presented the potential improvements on the Joint Wood Energy Enquiry (JWEE) via telephone 
conference. After he highlighted the issues in his presentation, the team discussed possible solutions:  

Bark: 

Problem of bark not showing up (theoretically) in fuelwood on table 1. However, it is being burnt in fuelwood 
on table IV outside of industry use (which is noted). Also size of estimate of bark use in industry in table I may 
be low. 

Proposed solution agree by the ToS (please check): 
Add a line in fuelwood to report bark. As an interim solution, countries should indicate when the fuelwood 
consumption are including bark. 

Lower heating value (LHV):  

The JWEE currently applies the Higher heating value (HHV) but some experts suggest using the Lower heating 
value (LHV) instead - Which should we be using?  If we change to LHV what about past data? Formula for 
conversion to LHV of cubic meter (species, water content). See also Fonseca-Whiteman emails. 

Proposed solution (please check): 
Keept it as is, since applying LHV would take more resources at this point. The secretariat should better explain 
the reasons for the choice of HHV. 

Wood pellet conversion factor:  

These seem to be weak since there are resulting differences between the energy value of the wood raw 
material being used and the energy value of the pellets. 

Proposed solution: 
Improve communication and cooperation with relevant organisations, such IRENA, IEA, AEBIOM, etc. 

Database structure 

Need to produce simpler processing file.  Also better output flat file, with countries in columns (what about 
data quality flag). Slimming output files by providing only tons and conversion factors 

Proposed solution: 
The secretariat will investigate better solutions for the current – JWEE 2015 – round. 

Conversion factors handling 

This version has tried to make it simpler based on previous ToS discussions. Is it still too complex? Need to try 
to match better with energy data. 

Proposed solution:  
See how data supply works in this round of data processing. If it is still too complex, the ToS and the secretariat 
will improve further. 

Black liquor 

ECE is not 100% satisfied conversion factors are correct here. 

Proposed solution: 
It seems that the ToS is satisfied and proposed to leave as is. 
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Future issues:  

What about new targets for JWEE (added value of providing data to UNECE?) More cooperation to improve 
international data, better use of our figures in analysis 

Proposed solution:  
Improve feedback on wood energy data to Joint Forest Sector Questionnaire, Outlook studies and country 
profiles (e.g. ECE Environmental Performance Reviews). 

What stops member States from using JWEE data? 

What questions are not being answered? 

Proposed solution: 
There were no substantive comments at that stage. 

Torrified wood pellets:  

Conversion factor available?  Is there any use of terrified pellets? 

Proposed solution:  
This is not yet relevant. 

Data quality: 

Keep recording it, don’t put in output files, don’t use at all 

Proposed solution:  
Keep recording 

DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT MEETING 

The team did not take any final decision on the date and place for the next meeting. It is very likely that the 
next meeting will be held in Geneva – probably around the Working Party meeting in on 22/23 March 2018. It 
was also agreed, that the date and place of the next meeting will be announced as soon as possible, in order to 
allow for team members from Canada, the Russian Federation and the United States to attend the meeting.  

Member of the ToS are invited to propose subjects for discussion for the next meeting to the core group and 
the secretariat.  

CLOSING OF THE MEETING 

The meeting was closed. 
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UNECE/FAO Team of Specialists on Wood Energy 

Fourth Meeting, 17 – 19 May 2017 

USDA Forest Service, Southern Research Station 

Agenda  
as adopted 

 
Wednesday 17 May 
 
Field trip:  Visit to Enviva-Faison Pellet Mill and to biomass logging operations and silvicultural 

operations. 
 
Thursday 18 May 
 
  9:00 Welcome and special address by xx, USDA Forest Service, Southern Research 

Station, Forestry Sciences Laboratory  
  9:25 Adoption of the agenda 
10:00 Presentation of the Publication “The State of Wood Energy in Europe, CIS and North 

America” (Francisco Aguilar) 
10.30 Final peer review of the publication  
 Break 
14.00 Final peer review of the publication (cont.) 
16:00 Discussion on including new members to the team/ repercussions on JWEE data 

quality and coverage/ collaboration with IRENA 
16:30 Report on Bio energy capacity building meeting in Budapest 6-8 December 2016  
17.00 End of the session  
 
 
Friday 19 May  
 
  8.30 Recap from chapter leaders on feed-back received in group work 
  9:00 Update on UNECE/FAO process for the adoption of a new Integrated Programme of 

Work 2018 – 2021 and new areas of activity and envisaged outputs for the Team of 
Specialists on Wood Energy (Secretary to the ToS), including work roadmap for 2018 
-2021  (Dinko Vusic) Discussion on outputs envisaged in the next years; designation 
of taskforces to accomplish them, delineate modalities and find financial sources. 

10.30  Discussion on JWEE, new questions, ways to improve it. 
12:00 Other business; Reporting from the discussion, wrapping-up and conclusion 
12:30 End of the session 
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UNECE/FAO Wood Energy Team of Specialists Meeting 

Start Date: Wednesday, May 17, 2017 End Date: Friday, May 19, 2017 
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Abramov Alexey Mr. Federal Forestry Agency of the Russian Federation Russian Federation +74992308501 abramov.av@rosleshoz.ru 

Abt Bob Prof. NC State University United States of America +1 919 515-7791 bobabt@ncsu.edu 

Abt Karen Dr. USDA Forest Service United States of America 1 919 549 4094 kabt@fs.fed.us 

Aguilar Francisco Dr. University of Missouri United States of America +1 (573) 882-6304 Aguilarf@missouri.edu 

Anttila Perttu Dr. Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke) Finland  perttu.anttila@luke.fi 

Asikainen Antti Prof. Natural Resources Institute Finland Finland  antti.asikainen@luke.fi 

Denks Taivo Mr. Ministry of the Environment Estonia +372 626 29 02 taivo.denks@envir.ee 

Nicholls David Dr. USDA Forest Service United States of America 907-747-0529 dlnicholls@fs.fed.us 

Prestemon Jeffrey Dr. USDA Forest Service United States of America +1 (919) 549-4033 jprestemon@fs.fed.us 

Steierer Florian Mr. UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section  +41 22 917 14 09 florian.steierer@unece.org 

Vasilyev Oleg Mr. Saint Petersburg Forestry Research institute Russian Federation +7 (812) 2942245 innfri@gmail.com 

Vusić Dinko Dr. University of Zagreb, Faculty of Forestry Croatia +385 1 2352416 dvusic@sumfak.hr 

Weimar Holger Dr. Thünen Institute Germany +49 40 739 623 14 holger.weimar@thuenen.de 
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