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2006: official statistics 

monitored only 

firewood production in 

their statistical reports. 

 

Data about wood fuels 

and wood energy given 

by official statistics in 

its statistical system 

were incorrect and 

unreliable 

I. Wood energy systems in the Balkans before 2010: general overview 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wood energy became the topic of discussions on the Balkans quite late compared to other countries in the UNECE region.  In those years, official statistics monitored only firewood production in their statistical reports. The share of firewood in energy balances was small because the statistics published only the production which was officially registered by the producers. Large amounts of firewood which originated from private forests were not registered and consequently they were not included in the energy balances.Data about wood fuels and wood energy given by official statistics in its statistical system were incorrect and unreliable



Bioenergy from the Forest Sector, 6-8 December 2016, Budapest, Hungary 
 

wood energy was 

underestimated in 

energy balances 

decision makers in 

the institutions 

neglected its 

significance 

Wood energy 

participation: 3.2%  

 

 

I. Wood energy systems in the Balkans before 2010: general overview 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As the result of such incorrect data, wood energy was underestimated in energy balances and decision makers in the institutions neglected its significance 
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General evaluation: the situation 

in the field of wood energy was 

such that it could be marked as 

neglected. 

 

I. Wood energy systems in the Balkans before 2010: general overview 

Few experts in the academic community and occasional 

persons in the institutions who had some knowledge to 

understand the concept of renewable energy sources and 

significance of wood energy in such a concept. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It was a general evaluation of the statistical system at that time that the situation in the field of wood energy was such that it could be marked as neglected.There were a few experts in the academic community and occasional persons in the institutions who had some knowledge to understand the concept of renewable energy sources and significance of wood energy in such a concept.
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First conferences were 

organized covering the 

topic of new types of 

wood fuels and wood 

energy. 

The first regional 

conference about new 

wood fuels : Belgrade 

2007 

 

I. Wood energy systems in the Balkans before 2010: general overview 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In order to change such a difficult situation, first conferences were organized covering the topic of new types of wood fuels and wood energy. The first regional conference about new fuels (pellets and wood chips) on the Balkans was organized in 2007 in Belgrade by the UNECE, FAO, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management and the Faculty of Forestry.
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Presenters from Austria, Germany, Italy, Finland 

and other countries who presented the results of 

production, consumption and benefits of using 

wood pellets and wood chips at the conference 

caused astonishment among the participants. 

Many participants were in disbelief regarding the 

profitability of the production of these new wood 

fuels. 

I. Wood energy systems in the Balkans before 2010: general overview 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenters from Austria, Germany, Italy, Finland and other countries who presented the results of production, consumption and benefits of using wood pellets and wood chips at the conference caused astonishment among the participants. At the end of the conference, many participants were in disbelief regarding the profitability of the production of these new wood fuels.
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The first factories in the 

region for wood pellet 

production started with 

operation in 2006 

Their production was not 

statistically registered  

I. Wood energy systems in the Balkans before 2010: general overview 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first factories in the region for wood pellet production started with operation in 2006. They also initiated the beginning of wood chips production which began to be intensively used for the production of wood pellets. Their production was not statistically registered because in many statistical offices, the staff in charge of collecting these data didn’t even know that these new types of wood fuels existed. Generally, official statistical system is tardy and has a slow reaction to the inclusion and monitoring of new products.
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The role of the UNECE and FAO was of great significance for 

educating staff in institutions, companies and academy community. 

I. Wood energy systems in the Balkans before 2010: general overview 

Owing to the UNECE and FAO, through numerous conferences 

awareness was increased  about new types of wood fuels 

Thanks so much! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The role of the UNECE and FAO was of great significance for educating staff in institutions, companies and academy community. Owing to the UNECE and FAO, through numerous conferences awareness was increased and experience from developed countries were shared about new types of wood fuels, about conversion factors, measurement units, about the significance of wood energy for the energy system in these countries and all other issues important for the people to understand the significance of wood energy. It was of particular importance for decision makers in institutions to understand this.  
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In the period 2010-2016, 

3 WISDOM projects were 

implemented in the 

region: in Serbia, 

Montenegro and Kosovo 

and another 3 WISDOM 

projects are being 

finalized: in Albania, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

and Macedonia. 

 

II. What was done in the region in the period 2010-2016? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the period 2010-2016, 3 WISDOM projects were implemented in the region: in Serbia, Montenegro and Kosovo and another 3 WISDOM projects are being finalized: in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Macedonia. 
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Through WISDOM projects: 

-  New methodology was defined 

for monitoring consumption, 

production and market of 

wood fuels which is 

successfully implemented in 

this region 

-  Concept and methodology are 

defined for the preparation of 

new energy balances for wood 

energy 

II. What was done in the region in the period 2010-2016? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Through these projects:New methodology was defined for monitoring consumption, production and market of wood fuels which is successfully implemented in this region. Very reliable and relevant data are the results of the application of such methodology because it includes all most significant consumer categories: households, commercial and public facilities, industries, producers of wood fuels;Concept and methodology are defined for the preparation of new energy balances for wood energy. All the countries in the region have new energy balances for wood energy.



Bioenergy from the Forest Sector, 6-8 December 2016, Budapest, Hungary 
 

Through WISDOM projects: 
 
-     Staff in official statistics is trained in 

those countries in which the official 
statistics wanted it 

- Existing statistical systems in the 

official statistics in most countries 

are upgraded and improved with new 

methodology, questionnaires, training 

of the staff and interviewers, software 

and other accompanying elements 

II. What was done in the region in the period 2010-2016? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Staff in official statistics is trained in those countries in which the official statistics wanted it Existing statistical systems in the official statistics in most countries are upgraded and improved with new methodology, questionnaires, training of the staff and interviewers, software and other accompanying elements;



Bioenergy from the Forest Sector, 6-8 December 2016, Budapest, Hungary 
 

Through WISDOM projects: 

- Certain number of persons who participated in the implementation of the 

WISDOM projects are appointed as national correspondents of those 

countries for the needs of the UNECE/FAO wood energy statistics  

- Data of the WISDOM projects are the most reliable and relevant data that 

exist today in most countries  

- Based on the data and the statistics from the FAO projects, new projects 

have developed and are still developing which are financed by international 

banks and numerous organizations  

- Based on the data of the FAO projects, calculations of the national 

contribution of wood energy to the mitigation of climate changes were done 

(national target 2020) 

II. What was done in the region in the period 2010-2016? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Certain number of persons who participated in the implementation of the WISDOM projects are appointed as national correspondents of those countries for the needs of the UNECE/FAO wood energy statistics. Data of the WISDOM projects are the most reliable and relevant data that exist today in most countries. Based on the data and the statistics from the FAO projects, new projects have developed and are still developing which are financed by international banks and numerous organizations and which refer to the new fields of wood energy use.Based on the data of the FAO projects, calculations of the national contribution of wood energy to the mitigation of climate changes were done as a part of the obligations which the countries in the region undertook to give their contribution to the solving of this global problem
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It is a general estimation that wood energy statistics in the 

Balkans is more developed than it was 6 years ago. In certain 

countries, statistics of wood fuels and wood energy is relatively 

successfully monitored by the official statistics. 

In some other countries, unfortunately, official statistics has 

returned to the old concept and approach to monitoring wood 

energy and continued to produce incorrect data. 

In the countries in which the statistics returned to the old system 

to produce incorrect data, a parallel statistical system for wood 

fuels and wood energy is functional the creators of which are the 

national correspondents.  

 

III. What are wood energy statistical systems like in the Balkans now 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is a general estimation that wood energy statistics in the Balkans is more developed than it was 6 years ago. In certain countries, statistics of wood fuels and wood energy is relatively successfully monitored by the official statistics.In some other countries, unfortunately, official statistics has returned to the old concept and approach to monitoring wood energy and continued to produce incorrect data. The reason is the lack of professional staff. Usually, 3-5 persons are employed in the departments which monitor energy statistics, engaged for monitoring the statistics of all fuels. This staff is extremely burdened and they regard all additional work regarding monitoring the statistics of wood energy as unnecessary.In the countries in which the statistics returned to the old system to produce incorrect data, a parallel statistical system for wood fuels and wood energy is functional the creators of which are the national correspondents. They have created their own network of partners, i.e. producers and they receive reliable data from them. This parallel statistical system is based on trust and enthusiasm and doesn’t have any financial support from any party. 
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Incorrectness and unreliability of the official statistics has opened the 

field to numerous amateurs to deal with the issues of production, 

consumption, market, export, import of wood fuels and wood energy 

through international projects.  

Persons who cannot differentiate beech from oak are discussing 

nowadays about the statistics of wood fuels  

In the period from 2010 to 2015, over 50 conferences were held in the 

region which were dedicated to the energy from renewable sources.  

In the last year, various conferences, forums, panels and other events 

have been organized almost every month. This is the other extreme. On 

numerous events discussions are repeated, the same conclusions and 

recommendations are made. 

III. What are wood energy statistical systems like in the Balkans now 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Incorrectness and unreliability of the official statistics has opened the field to numerous amateurs to deal with the issues of production, consumption, market, export, import of wood fuels and wood energy through international projects. Such amateurs have produced numerous studies, reports and other documents so that a great confusion has been created among the public: whom to trust and what of all the mentioned is correct?Persons who cannot differentiate beech from oak are discussing nowadays about the statistics of wood fuels, thus causing constant confusion among the public. Simply, it is impossible to deny them because there are so many of them that real experts cannot manage to get to all the events on which this topic is discussed.In the period from 2010 to 2015, over 50 conferences were held in the region which were dedicated to the energy from renewable sources.In the last year, various conferences, forums, panels and other events have been organized almost every month. This is the other extreme. On numerous events discussions are repeated, the same conclusions and recommendations are made. Numerous projects of national and international organizations are the reason of such a situation. Certain organizations and present decision makers slept for 5 years and now they are organizing conferences and initiating studies about the potentials when investment cycle in the production of new forms of wood fuels and wood energy is completed. 
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Creation of conditions for stronger connecting of the official 

statistics with other institutions (academy, independent experts, 

etc.) for the purpose of constructing a stable and sustainable 

statistical system on wood energy.  

 

Initiation of new projects in the region by the UNECE, FAO, 

Energy Community and other relevant institutions with the 

purpose to strengthen the capacities of the institutions and 

establish inter-institutional cooperation as wel as with academia. 

IV. What should be done in the future for wood energy statistical 
system in the region to become sustainable? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Creation of conditions for stronger connecting of the official statistics with other institutions (academy, independent experts, etc.) for the purpose of constructing a stable and sustainable statistical system on wood energy. Experience and knowledge of experts outside the official statistics can be thus transposed into the system. According to the Law on Statistics, it is possible that another institution is a producer of statistics for the needs of the Statistical Office. This is a good starting point. Such an example exists in Croatia. Initiation of new projects in the region by the UNECE, FAO, Energy Community and other relevant institutions with the purpose to strengthen the capacities of the institutions and establish inter-institutional cooperation.
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     Thank you! 

Prof. dr Branko Glavonjić 

University Professor 

University of Belgrade 

Faculty of Forestry  

Kneza Viseslava 1  

11030 Belgrade 

Republic of Serbia 

tel.+381 11 30 53 863 

fax.+381 11 3059 537 

email: branko.glavonjic@sfb.bg.ac.rs  

www.sfb.rs  

Branko Glavonjić, Ph.D 
National biomass expert 

Efficient Firewood Utilization in Households 
GIZ DKTI Development of a Sustainable  

Bioenergy Market in Serbia 
Boze Jankovica 39  

11000 Belgrade, Serbia 
M +381 64 876 4701 

brankogl@afrodita.rcub.bg.ac.rs  
www.bioenergy-serbia.rs  

A program assisted by the German Government 
via the Deutsche 

Gesellschaft für Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 

mailto:branko.glavonjic@sfb.rs
http://www.sfb.rs/
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