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Work Programme adopted at the Expert Level Meeting in May
2016 reflecting:

• Madrid Ministerial Documents:

– Madrid Ministerial Declaration: 25 years together promoting SFM in Europe

– Madrid Ministerial Resolution: 1 Forest sector in the center of Green Economy

– Madrid Ministerial Resolution 2: Protection of forests in a changing
environment

– Madrid Ministerial Decision: The future direction of FOREST EUROPE

– Madrid Ministerial Decision from Extraordinary Ministerial Conference

• Goals and 2020 Targets for European Forests (Oslo, 2011)

• Commitments made at the previous FOREST EUROPE
Ministerial Conferences

• Work done by other regional or global
processes and actors

FOREST EUROPE Work Programme 2016 - 2020
Key objective of new Work Programme (2016–2020): to promote sustainable forest 
management in signatory countries reflecting latest developments, knowledge, 
innovations on emerging issues, and to develop common strategies





FOREST EUROPE Work Programme 2016 – 2020

Guiding Principles

• Cooperation and Partnerships – 47 signatories (46 countries and the
European Union), observers (50 international organizations) and other
partners and processes

• Added value – generated through coordination and joint
implementation of appropriate national and regional actions at the pan-
European level

• Science-policy interface and capacity building – integration of
information, knowledge, innovation and experience in the forest sector

• Reflecting the latest agenda at the global level – activities fully
aligned with the latest relevant global initiatives

• Transparency and flexibility – providing transparent
and effective communication as well as ability to
accommodate emerging issues



Broader relevance, cooperation and partnerships

• WP carried out in cooperation and seeking synergies with signatories,
observers and other relevant regional actors and, where relevant, in a
broader geographical context (UNECE, FAO, EFI, UNFF, UNEP, CBD,
UNFCCC, UNCCD, IUFRO and others)

• Emphasis on alignment with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the
UNFF 11 Resolution, and the Paris Agreement

• Reaching out to other sectors: environment, energy,
tourism, education, health, etc.

FOREST EUROPE  
Work Programme (2016-2020)



• Further development and updating of SFM tools

• Monitoring, assessment and reporting on the state of Europe's 
forests

• Contribution to efforts in transition to a green economy including 
social aspects and valuation of forest ecosystem services

• Protection of forests and adaptation to climate change

• Forests and human health and well-being

• Review of the FOREST EUROPE process

• Exploration of possible ways to find common 
ground on the LBA

Key topic of the FOREST EUROPE  
Work Programme (2016-2020)



Action 4.1: 
Enhancing tools to promote SFM

Expert group

• provide methodological support

• consider SFM tools in order to promote and assess SFM

• implementation of updated pan-european C&I

• monitor and analyse how C&I are developed

Analysis of the possible uses of the pan-European C&I subsets for
assessing and communicating the achievements of SFM at
• Global (e.g. SDGs, FRA, CFRQ)
• Regional (G&2020T)
• Sub-regional
• National levels



Action 4.2: 
Forest monitoring and reporting

State of Europe’s Forests Report
• Collaborative data collection
• Production of SoEF 2020 report
• Collaboration with UNECE/FAO FTS
• FE Advisory Group and UNECE/FAO ToS on Monitoring SFM

Pilot studies on the new indicators + definition
• 2.5 Forest land degradation
• 4.7 Forest fragmentation
• 4.10 Common forest bird species

Reporting on Goals and 2020 Targets
• Preparation for monitoring and reporting

of G&2020T



Action 4.3: Enhancing the role of SFM 
in a green economy

4.3.1. New skills and Green jobs

• Expert Group on green jobs, education and
training systems

• Workshop on new skills and green jobs

• Preparation of pan-European Guidelines
for promotion of green jobs in the forest
sector

• Collaboration with UNECE/FAO FTS

Thematical focus

• New skills

• Health and Safety

• Gender issues

• Migrant workers and 
long-term unemployed

• Other socail issues

• Monitoring and 
reporting

4.3.2. Long-term competitiveness of the forest sector
in a green economy
• Workshop on the role of wood and other forest products, 

including innovative materials contributing 
to transition to a green economy



Action 4.4: Incorporating the value of forests 
ecosystem services in a green economy

Based on these activities a web based portal
will be built in order to promote exchange of
information and experience on valuation
methods and payments for FES

• Analysis of different approaches, methodologies of valuation and 
payments for forest ecosystem services

• Gathering best practice examples

• Proposal of recommendations for policy makers with the aim to 
facilitate implementation of valuation and payments for FES 

• draft of common methodologies for valuation of FES



Action 4.5: Forest protection and adaptation
to climate change

Expert group on adaptation to climate change shall:

• conduct a survey on the current state of implementation of adaptation 
measures at national level 

• prepare a publication „Integration of adaptation measures into 
SFM in Europe“

• best practices and recommendations for policy makers for the 
integration of adaptation measures into SFM

2 workshops to be organized: 

• Protection of forests in changing environments (against natural hazards
and human induced threats)

• Agroforestry strategy for combating desertification, 

land degradation and drought



Action 4.6: Forests and human health
and well-being

Thematic focus of the activities:

• Impact of forests on human health and well-being 

• Benefits on social health and personal development 

• Positive effects of forest product on quality of life

• Promotion of entrepreneurship related to forests

Review of international research data by a group of experts 

Workshop to promote social aspects of SFM in the context of human well-

being and to raise awareness of the topic within and outside forest sector

Proposal of recommendations for policy makers, forest owners and 

managers



Communication and outreach



Review of the FOREST EUROPE process

Working Group o the future direction of Forest Europe
shall focus on:

a. achievements and added value of the process

b. structures, procedures and work modalities, 

c. interplay with other actors in the Pan-European forest policy arena

• First meeting of the WG took place 12-13 October in Bratislava
• Second meeting to be convened in June 2017
• The Review process should be concluded by the end of 2017



Discussion on the follow-up to the Madrid
Extraordinary Ministerial Conference

• A round-table meeting shall be called concerning all options for the

procedural follow-up of the Madrid Extraordinary Ministerial

Decision.

• The preparation of the meeting will be preceded by informal

consultations among signatories and facilitated by the GCC by taking

stock of these consultations. Final decision on the roundtable in

early 2018 will be taken by the ELM in 2017.



FOREST EUROPE
Liaison Unit Bratislava

c/o National Forest Centre
T. G. Masaryka 22
960 92 Zvolen, Slovakia

Tel: +421 45 5314 209
liaison.unit.bratislava@foresteurope.org


