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 The joint seventy-third session of the ECE Committee on Forests and 
the Forest Industry (COFFI) and thirty-eight session of the FAO 
European Forestry Commission (EFC) – Silva2015, as well as the 
third European Forest Week, were held in Engelberg, Switzerland, 
from 2 to 6 November 2015  

SILVA2015 



SDGs and 2030 Agenda 

The  Committee and the Commission appreciated the joint work done and 
requested ECE and FAO, within their existing mandates, to: 

• Collaborate to support country implementation of  SDGs and the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development as they relate to 
forests, in cooperation with Collaborative Partnership on 
Forests (CPF) members; 

• Work jointly on developing global forest-related indicators, 
building on existing indicators, related to Sustainable 
Development Goals  

• Continue jointly, through the Integrated Programme of Work, to 
regularly update member States and other stakeholders on the 
forest-related global and regional policy developments 



United Nations Forum on Forests 

Delegates  recognized the importance of the contributions by the 
Committee and the Commission, including through their joint secretariat, 
to UNFF so far. The need for future joint ECE and FAO regional inputs 
were recognized. 



Global and regional reporting 

The  Committee and the Commission: 

• Expressed appreciation for the joint work of ECE and FAO in forest reporting and 
requested them to continue efforts to streamline reporting, inter alia through the 
Collaborative Forest Resources Questionnaire (CFRQ), in the next global reporting 
cycle; 

• Noted the benefits of strengthened cooperation with Forest Europe and the need for 
continuing the efforts to increase data quality and comparability; 

• Thanked ECE and FAO for the valuable study “Forests in the ECE Region – Trends 
and challenges in achieving the Global Objectives on Forests”, and noted the need 
for continued joint ECE and FAO regional inputs to the work of UNFF; 

• Recognized FRA as a unique and valuable resource that is the foundation of global 
forest reporting, urged countries to provide the highest quality data to the CFRQ, and 
requested FAO and ECE to support countries to improve their data; 

• Recognized the important role of the ECE/FAO Team of Specialists on Monitoring 
SFM in this context 



Wood and wood products / Market discussions  

The Committee and the Commission expressed their appreciation for the 

joint ECE/FAO work on the organization of the market discussions. These 

market overviews and the following discussion which addressed the key 

developments and drivers of change for the forest sectors in the region 

were reflected in the market statement - attached to the report 



Forest Ecosystem Services and Financing 
Sustainable Forest Management  

The Committee and the Commission noted the high interest to discuss and 
develop markets and payments for forest ecosystem services and suggested that 
FAO and ECE, within their existing mandates: 

• Compile studies and information and disseminate them in an easily-accessible 
format; 

• Give due attention to the differences arising from the different levels of actions 

• Analyse and compare existing schemes of payments for forest ecosystem 
services; 

• Develop and publish guidelines for practitioners on how to finance, pay for and 
institute markets for forest ecosystem services building on successful 
examples in member States; and that FAO consider expanding the SFM 
toolbox in this area; 

• Raise awareness of the value of FES, particularly among politicians, with the 
aim of creating the necessary enabling policy environment. 



Forest ecosystem services - disaster risk 
reduction and watershed management 
  
The Committee and the Commission called for sharing experiences, 
close cooperation in disaster management, exchange of knowledge and 
capacity building among countries.  

The Committee and the Commission reflected on the important role of the 
FAO Working Party on the Management of Mountain Watersheds and 
encouraged continuation of work in this direction including broader cross-
sectoral collaboration. 



Forest ecosystem services - Biodiversity 
maintenance  
The Committee and the Commission stressed the need to consider 
biodiversity conservation in a broader context and in connection with the 
most recent research results in the area. 

Member States noted that the issues discussed were critical and the 
points for consideration were highly relevant and recommended having a 
better representation of foresters in the biodiversity policy processes 



Forest ecosystem services - Climate change 
mitigation, substitution and adaptation and 
forest and landscape restoration  

The Committee and the Commission requested FAO and ECE, subject to 
their capacities and mandates, to include climate change mitigation and 
adaptation activities in their Integrated Programme of Work 

Delegates underlined the importance of making use of existing national 
and regional forest monitoring systems, the methodological guidance 
provided by the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), and 
regional criteria and indicators for sustainable forest management for 
monitoring climate change impacts and responses in the forest sector to 
avoid duplication of reporting efforts 



Joint ECE Committee on Forests and the 
Forest Industry and FAO European Forestry 
Commission matters  

• Integrated Programme of Work 2014-2017 

• Planning for the 2016 Strategic Review of the Integrated Programme 
of Work 2014-17 

• Report of the thirty-seventh session of the Joint ECE/FAO Working 
Party on Forest Statistics, Economics and Management 

• Rovaniemi Action Plan implementation 

 


