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Linkages and synergies between forests and water – closing remarks on 21.3.2016 

By Christoph Dürr, Chair of the ECE Committee on Forests and Forest Industry, COFFI 

 

Distinguished guests, dear participants, dear friends of forests and water 

 

After this rich presentations and discussions this afternoon, it is my pleasure to thank you all for your 

excellent contributions - the presenters for their valuable inputs to the discussions, the participants for 

their comments and questions, and the secretariats involved for their perfect preparation - the Ramsar 

Convention, the UN Water Convention and especially the ECE/FAO Forest and Timber Section who 

did most of the work and found a right balance of inputs from institutions, private sector and country 

experiences to the event. 

 

We have addressed today all different aspects of forests, water and ecosystem services, including the 

drinking water. We learned about the impact of different systems of forest and water management on 

the quality of services and about the importance of peatland for mitigation of climate change as well as 

support of the biological diversity. The challenges of the impact of climate change and its mitigation 

measures, including adaptive sustainable forest management has been also discussed. I liked the 

picture with finding the right balance of sticks, carrots and sermons – this is mainly a national task. The 

regional exchange of views can provide very valuable inputs. 

The presentations of two important countries of the region – the U.S. and the Russian Federation – 

has shown the huge range of ecosystem services relevant to forests and water, as well as the different 

ways of collaboration of the different actors. Water and Forests are critical also for the private sector 

and the industry. We are looking forward to learn more about the Natural Capital Protocol as a 

possible tool to be developed in order to measure and value ecosystems and services. Many speakers 

elaborated on the increasing importance of collaboration of forest and water management. 

 

Strong linkages between forest and water were identified in the Agenda 2030 with the goal no. 6 and 

no. 15, derived from the respective Aichi Targets of the strategic plan for biodiversity: 

Target 6.6 by 2020, protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including mountains, forests, 

wetlands, rivers, aquifers and lakes. 

Target 15.1 by 2020 ensure conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial and inland 

freshwater ecosystem and their services, in particular forests, wetlands, mountains and drylands, in 

line with obligations under international agreements. 

 

It was further mentioned that implementation needs time. 

In the case of Switzerland, the International Day of the Forests 2016 focusses on the historical 

dynamics of the management of forests and water. Over-utilization and excessive interventions in the 

middle of the 19th century created disasters as heavy floods, erosion and avalanches, but also 

resulted in a rapid loss of biological diversity. The relation between the large-scale clear cuts in forests 

and the instable slopes got more and more obvious. This initiated an increasing awareness of the 

population towards a responsible and sustainable management of the natural resources. Political and 

legislative actions followed. The first Swiss forest legislation in 1876 enforced a strict protection of the 

forest area, promoted necessary afforestation and sustainable use of forests. It also provided the 

required financial support for restoration and afforestation by the national Government. This was the 

turning point in the Swiss forest policy. What also helped was the reduced pressure on forestland for 

grazing and on wood for energy through the increased import of coal end of the 19th century and later 

the oil. 

 

In comparison, the first water legislation in the same period in 1877 promoted rather an increased use 

of inland water with installing heavy concrete flood control measures with considerable financial 

means by the Government. The aim of these installations was domesticating the watercourses for 

protection from floods, but also the efficient production of electricity and increasing land for human 

settlements and agricultural productive land. It was only 120 years later, when the society started to 

realize the need for changing the focus from only protection to an integrated risk management 
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including all ecological functions. The revised legislation on inland water in 1999 supported a more 

close-to-nature approach, allowing the rivers more space to flow as well as allowing dynamics of 

habitats for rare animals and plants for enhancing biodiversity. The Federal Government and the 26 

cantons established an ambitious programme for restoring the natural streams and rivers in 2011. In 

addition - the population enjoys the very attractive more natural areas for recreation.  

 

Therefore, as I mentioned, implementation and creating awareness requires time and patience. This 

event provides us within the Integrated Workprogramme of the ECE Committee of Forests and the 

Forest Industry and the FAO European Forestry Commission sufficient motivation to continue our work 

on this important topic. 

 

Dear participants, after the final discussions and directly after closing of the workshop, the Swiss 

Confederation and the Government of Finland cordially invite you all to join the reception at the eighth 

floor of this building. Following a saying of the German poetry by Heinrich Heine in the 19. Century: 

“do not preach water and drink wine”, we can take this occasion to further continue our dialogue with 

Swiss wine on the linkages of forests and water as well on the question who works for, who pays for 

and who benefits from the sustainable ecosystem services.  

 

Thank you for your attention.  
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