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Summary 

According to its mandate, the Working Party is expected to provide guidance to work area 2: Policy 
dialogue and advice. This document provides information about activities in this work area since the 
Working Party’s last session and plans for the future, drawing the Working Party’s attention to any 
specific issues where guidance is needed. 
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I. Forest Policy 

A. Implementation by the secretariat 

Follow-up to the Rovaniemi Action Plan for the Forest Sector in a Green Economy 

1. The joint session of the COFFI and the EFC held in Rovaniemi, Finland (Metsä2013), adopted the 
Rovaniemi Action Plan for the Forest Sector in a Green Economy. The secretariat prepared the 
publication of the Rovaniemi Action Plan based on the document adopted by Metsä2013 (see 
annex III of the meeting report). This publication is expected to be issued in English by the end of 
June 2014. Versions in other official languages of COFFI and EFC (French, Russian and Spanish) 
should follow subject to availability of funds that are necessary for editing. Turkey has also 
informed the secretariat that the Rovaniemi Action Plan was being translated in Turkish by the 
Ministry of Forestry and Water Affairs. 

2. A meeting of the Team of Specialists on Forest Policy focussing on the Rovaniemi Action Plan is 
scheduled to take place in Poland in September 2014 at the kind invitation of the Polish 
Government (see section C). Activities describe in paragraph 3 to 7 also contribute to the 
implementation of the Rovaniemi Action Plan by the Secretariat.  

3. The secretariat organized a round table on measuring and communicating progress of the forest 
sector towards a green economy during Metsä2013. This work will continue in 2014 by exploring 
options for developing a set of relevant indicators. 

Publication “The value of Forests: Payments for Ecosystem Services in a Green Economy”  

4. This publication on Payments for Ecosystem Services (PES) was developed with the financial 
support of the Netherlands and Switzerland as well as the United Nations Environment 
Programme. The content is based on a background paper prepared with the Finnish Institute for 
Environment SYKE, other partners involved in the ECE/FAO workshop on PES (held in Geneva 
in July 2011, during the Forest and Water Week). Outputs from this meeting were also 
incorporated into the publication. Copies of the publication were made available to participants at 
the International Forum on Payments for Environmental Services of Tropical Forests organized by 
FAO in Costa Rica, from 7 to 10 April 2014. 

5. The publication is available in English and can be downloaded from the website1. It will be 
translated into Russian and then French. 

Green jobs and social issues (also see document 5d) 

6. The secretariat presented the Rovaniemi Action Plan at the FOREST EUROPE workshop on 
Green Economy and Social Issues held in April 2014 in Santander, Spain and moderated a 
working group session to propose a draft definition on Green Jobs for the forest sector.  

Publication of a study on policies and incentives to promote wood in construction 

7. The secretariat has undertaken preparatory steps (contact with possible consultants, fund raising) 
for this publication, which could serve as a background paper for an ECE/FAO workshop on wood 
building which is expected to be held in 2015 in Canada. 

Concept note on a forest policy short course for the European region 

8. A concept note for the preparation of a forest policy short course for Europe, Central Asia and the 
Caucasus was elaborated. The implementation of this course will be depending on the availability 
of funding. 

  
1 http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=35574 
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B. Meetings /Events (excluding capacity building) 

Workshop on Forest Products and Technologies for the Future, 22-24 May 2013 

9. The workshop2 was co-organized by the secretariat with the Russian Federal Forest Agency and 
the St. Petersburg Forestry Research Institute in St. Petersburg, Russian Federation. Participants 
discussed key policies and technologies for modernization of the forest sector, to maximize its 
potential as an important source of timber and respond to the growing demand for sustainable 
forest bioenergy. 

National Forest Policy Dialogue in Finland, 5 November 2013 

10. This dialogue3 with the Finnish forest sector was based on an input from the Finnish Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry on Finnish forest policy and a presentation on the UNECE/FAO work 
and its results. Commentaries and reflections were provided by Finnish organizations, including 
the Ministry of Employment and Economy, the Central Union of Agricultural Producers and 
Forest Owners, the Finnish Forest Research Institute and the Finnish Forest Industries Federation. 
The event was concluded by a dialogue with local representatives who were invited to address the 
challenges of the Finnish forest sector. 

Workshop on the Impact of Climate Change on Forest Work, 11 November 2011 

11. The ECE/FAO/ILO Joint Expert Network to Implement Sustainable Forest Management (now 
called ECE/FAO/ILO Joint Expert Network on Green Jobs) organized this workshop to address 
climate change related impacts on forest work. At this meeting, participants identified those 
impacts, reviewed existing solutions, possible innovations and formulated recommendations for 
different groups of stakeholders (forest workers, forest owners and managers, forest- based 
industry and policy makers)4. 

12. In 2014, the Joint Expert Network on Green Jobs will support the organization of the fourth 
International Conference of Forestry Training Centres scheduled to take place in Buchenbühl in 
Germany from 2 to 4 June 2014. 

Sustainable Development Goals workshops, 22-23 January 2014 and 16 June 2014 

13. As requested by Metsä2013, the secretariat organized an expert workshop to exchange views and 
develop ideas on how to include forests strategically in the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). The results of the first part of the workshop are available online5 and were presented at a 
side event organized in the margins of the Open Working Group on SDGs on 3 February 2014 in 
New York. The second part will take place one day before the Working Party. Based on current 
progress in the global process and results of the first meeting, participants will review proposed 
targets, identify those relevant to the forest sector and develop relevant forest-related indicators. 

Twenty-second session of the FAO Committee on Forestry, 23-27 June 2014 

14. The secretariat will attend the Committee on Forestry (COFO) in Rome and contribute to some 
side-events, in particular on forest reporting related issues. The secretariat is expected to service a 
possible joint meeting of the COFFI Bureau and the EFC Executive Committee to be held in the 
margins of the COFO. 

  
2 http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=32921 
3 http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=33872 
4 http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=33309 
5 http://www.unece.org/sdg-workshop.html 
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C. Team of Specialists on Forest Policy 

15. The Team of Specialists on Forest Policy in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia 
(EECCA) met for the last time in 2010, partly due to lack of funding to support participants. 
During the strategic review that led to the new ECE/FAO Integrated Programme of Work, it was 
decided to revive this Team and extend its scope to the whole ECE region, with special attention 
given to the EECCA countries. It has not been possible to organise a meeting of the new Team 
before the WP session. The information on the current status after the recent nomination process 
can be found in the separate background document 5(b) 1 and will be uploaded to the UNECE/FAO 
website prior to the meeting. 

16. The first meeting in this period (2014-2017) is scheduled to take place from 16 to 17 September 
2014 in Cracow, Poland. Apart from the formal establishment of the new team, the meeting will be 
focussed on how governments can make use of the Rovaniemi Action Plan to develop their own 
initiatives to enhance the role of their forest sector in transitioning towards green economy. This 
meeting is expected to provide input for the next COFFI session that will take place in the Russian 
Federation from 18 to 21 November 2014 with the motto: “Forests Matters: From Plan to Action”. 

D. Key questions for guidance and discussion 

17. Delegates are invited to consider the following points: 

a. Is the Rovaniemi Action Plan used, or are there plans to use it, as a basis for 
discussion or policy making at the national or subnational level in your 
country? 

b. Related to the above, can you identify actions your government or organization 
could carry out from the Rovaniemi Action Plan? 

c. Do you expect to translate the Rovaniemi Action Plan into another language 
the English, French, Russian, Spanish and Turkish? 

d. Do you envisage organizing a National Forest Policy Dialogue in your country 
in 2014 or 2015 with the in-kind support of the UNECE/FAO secretariat? 

e. Do you wish to attend and host or financially support forest policy short 
course? 

f. Do you have a study/information source on national legislation and 
regulations applicable to wood in the construction sector? 

II. Forest Sector Outlook 

A. Implementation by the secretariat 

18. In April 2013, the Working Party noted the need for a study on emerging issues, to address 
structural changes in the sector. The Working Party also reviewed the proposed terms of reference 
for the Team of Specialists (see report ECE/TIM/EFC/WP.2/2013/2), which were later adopted at 
Metsä2013. In the new Integrated Programme of Work, Outlook activities are mentioned under 
work area 2 “Policy advice and dialogue”; they will also benefit from the work conducted under 
work area 1 “Data, monitoring and assessment”. In addition, the Rovaniemi Action Plan contains 
some recommendations on outlook studies. 

19. The Secretariat assessed the 2011-2012 wood energy data shown for the scenario “Promoting 
Wood Energy” used in European Forest Sector Outlook Study II (EFSOS II). The study compared 
EFSOS II data on wood volumes used for energy generation with those from national progress 
reports of the EU Renewable Energy Action Plans for 2013 (NREAP), energy statistics (Eurostat 
and IEA) and the Joint Wood Energy Enquiry 2011 (JWEE2011). The first result indicates that the 
calculated values come close to those reported in current energy statistics and in the JWEE2011. 
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The second finding is that the current wood energy market seems to be much more dynamic than 
anticipated in the EFSOS II scenario. Wood volumes used for energy generation by 2020 could be 
even higher than outlined in the EFSOS II scenario. This development will need to be closely 
observed by the secretariat in the coming years. 

20. Progress reports of the National Renewable Energy Action Plan were part of the initial 
benchmarking. However, data in table 4a (sources and uses of wood for energy in volumes/tonnes) 
proved to have overstated volumes, in many cases dramatically so. The comparison of the different 
wood energy data highlighted the important niche of having wood energy data in forestry units 
from the JWEE (see document 5a for further information). 

B. Team of Specialists on Forest Sector Outlook 

21. The lastest meeting of the Team of Specialists on Forest Sector Outlook took place on 10 
December 2013 in Rovaniemi, Finland, in the margins of Metsä2013 and the European Forest 
Week. The conclusions were the following. 

22. The Team agreed to finalize discussion papers from the European Forest Sector Outlook Study 
(EFSOS II) by the end of 2014 (to the extent that it is possible). It expressed strong support for the 
continuation of the process and took note of the objective to publish the next study (ies) by the end 
of 2017. When preparing for the next round of Outlook Studies, special attention should be given 
to: 

 Definition of work plan and fund raising. 
 Engaging the decision makers and stakeholders for the planning of the study. 
 Distribution of tasks among the secretariat, partners and donors. 
 Involvement of national correspondents and other stakeholders throughout the 

process. 
 Consideration of available data, models and methodologies. 

23. The secretariat was asked to draft a concept paper on the next round of Outlook Study. This will be 
reviewed with the Team before the next meeting of the Team (held immediately before the 
Working Party meeting). Further information will be made available in the separate background 
document 5(b) 2 and will be presented at the meeting. 

C. Key questions for guidance and discussion 

24. Based on the report that will be provided by the Team Leader (if available) and/or by the 
secretariat, Delegates are invited to provide feedback and additional information using the 
following questions: 

a. Would it be timely to publish the next round of studies ready by the end of the 
current Programme of Work or the beginning of next one (2017-2018)? 

b. After looking at current trends of wood energy as they relate to the scenarios 
in EFSOS II, would it be of interest to member states to also get an update on 
calculated volumes of other forest products? 

c. Are there national outlook studies or forest resource forecasts which are, or 
will be, made available that we should be aware of? 

III. Forest Fire 

A. Implementation by the secretariat 

25. There are no new activities planned on Forest Fire in the new integrated Programme of Work. The 
secretariat is implementing the project “Safeguarding Sustainable Forest Management in the 
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UNECE Region through International Cooperation in Fire Management”. It is funded by the 
Government of Germany and was started during the previous Programme of Work. 

Meetings /Events (excluding capacity building – see document 5d) 

26. The Regional Forum on Cross-boundary Fire Management, co-organized with the Global Fire 
Management Centre, took place on 28 and 29 November 2013 in Geneva with the support of 
Germany and other partners. The Forum prepared a set of recommendations for further work at the 
global level: 

 Promoting the understanding of and the response to the transboundary effects 
of fire 

 Expanding the scope and strengthening of international cooperation in fire 
management 

 Application of a holistic approach to wildland fire management 
 Adoption and continued development of the International Wildfire Support 

Mechanism (IWSM) and the Voluntary Fire Aviation Guidelines 
 Support the International Wildland Fire Conference Series 
 Explore options for the transition from voluntary rules to a more formalized 

regulatory framework 
 Seek interest of UN Organizations 

27. Main reports and papers produced: 

 Study on the contemporary and expected future forest fire issues in the 
UNECE region, with reference to "White Paper on Vegetation Fires and 
Global Change". 

 Proposal of the International Working Group on Cooperation in Wildfire 
Preparedness and Response (IWG-CWPR): "Building Resilience of Nations 
and Communities within the UNECE Region to Wildfire Emergencies and 
Disasters". 

 Draft "White Paper on the State of Wildfires and Fire Management in Forests 
and other Vegetation Resources in the UNECE Region". 

 Draft Aerial Guidelines and development of the International Wildfire Support 
Mechanism. 

 Draft Strategic Paper on the recommendations of the UNECE/FAO Regional 
Forum on Cross-boundary Fire Management. 

B. Team of Specialists on Forest Fire 

28. The work of the Team of Specialists on Forest Fire will be discontinued in July 2014. However, 
the mandate for 2008-2013 has been extended to allow the implementation of the final phase of the 
project “Safeguarding Sustainable Forest Management in the UNECE Region through 
International Cooperation in Fire Management”. A meeting of the team was organized 
immediately before the Regional Forum on 27 November 2013 to prepare for the meeting. The 
work of the Team, during the past 33 years of its activities, was presented in December 2013 at a 
side event of the European Forest Week. The event showed how systematic enhancement of 
national capabilities in fire management can be achieved by sharing knowledge and expertise 
between countries with different fire environments, socio-economic conditions, institutional and 
policy approaches. A last meeting of the Team is scheduled to take place in Freiburg, Germany on 
28 June 2014, which will close this phasing out period. 

 


