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Note by the Secretariat


Summary

According to its mandate, the Working Party is expected to provide guidance to work area 1: Markets and Statistics.  This document provides information about activities in the Wood Energy part of the work area since the Working Party’s last session and plans for the future, drawing the Working Party’s attention to any specific issues where guidance is needed.
1 JWEE 2009 Results
1.
Preliminary results of the third round of the Joint Wood Energy Enquiry (JWEE) for reference year 2009 were presented at the 33rd session of Working Party in 2011. Since then the secretariat completed the data review and finalised the dataset in December 2011.

1.1 Response rate

2.
The overall response has improved compared to that received to the enquiries conducted for reference years 2005 and 2007. Of 53 contacted countries, 27 responded to the data request. Of these, 21 respondents provided replies at a sufficiently detailed level for processing into the database. Another four countries provided incomplete or aggregated responses that could not be included into the final dataset. Correspondents from two countries stated that they did not have sufficient means for submitting any data since wood energy does not play a significant role at national level. 


1.2 Processing 
3.
The JWEE 2009 maintained the same overall structure as the 2007 enquiry. 2009 results were integrated with data from the 2005 and 2007 rounds into one database. However, only a partial comparison of results of the three rounds is possible, due to significant changes in the structure, in the processing methodology, in national data collection changes, as well as in the conversion factors among the three rounds.
Indicators

4.
The datasheets display several indicators, featuring overall and country-specific information on the sources and uses of wood energy. It was possible to calculate a few additional indicators based on the 2009 dataset and calculated also for 2007 and, where possible, for 2005 data:

· “Total domestic woody biomass supply (including cascaded use) (1000 m3)”, representing total gross domestic supply of all streams of woody biomass. This indicator is based on JWEE data (Tables I and II).
· “Fuelwood consumption per rural inhabitant (m3/inhabitant)”, indicating the role of “traditional” wood fuel. This indicator is based on JWEE data (Table I) for fuelwood gross domestic supply. If not available, data from JFSQ was used.

· “Pellets consumption per inhabitant (kg/capita)”, assessing the role of “modern” wood fuel. This indicator is based on JWEE data (Table II) for wood pellet gross domestic supply.

· “Share of woody biomass in RES”, indicating the significance of wood energy compared to other renewable energy sources.

· “Imported wood fuel as share of wood energy”, indicating the share of imported solid and liquid processed wood based fuels over total wood energy.  

1.3 Overview of results

5.
Overall wood energy accounts for 3% of the total primary energy supply (TPES) and 47% of the renewable energy supply (RES) in the responding countries in 2009, confirming its role as the leading source of renewable energy. Around 44% of all mobilised woody biomass supply is used for energy purposes. 

6.
Results of the Joint Wood Energy Enquiry 2009 indicate that solid and liquid co-products and residues from forest-based industries, including processed wood fuels with improved energy content such as wood pellets, briquettes and charcoal, contribute 57% of the wood energy supply. A 40% share originates from woody biomass from forests and other wooded land such as logging residues, thinnings and clearings, while recovered waste wood (mainly waste from construction, but also packaging and old furniture) accounts for 3% of the wood energy supply. 
7.
Wood energy is consumed in roughly equal measure (approximately 39% each) by forest-based industries and households. However, wood energy use by private households is often higher than official records indicate. The power and heat sector represents 20% of wood energy use. 
8.
It was possible to identify trends in the use of wood energy and to provide a comparison based on a subset of countries that have responded to previous rounds of the enquiry. Between 2005 and 2009, the amount of wood used for energy purposes grew annually by 2.7%. The role of wood in total primary energy supply grew whereas a slight decline in the role of wood energy among renewables was recorded. This, perhaps, reflects a faster rate of growth by other sources of renewable energy such as wind and solar. The structure of sources for wood energy has been relatively stable whereas there has been a growing trend to use wood for power and heat combined with a decrease in the use of wood energy in the residential sector.
1.4
Dissemination and outreach

9.
The secretariat presented the results of the JWEE on different occasions and highlighted the importance of data collection in the area of wood energy. The JWEE was presented at:

· the joint 69th session of the UNECE Timber Committee and 36th session of the FAO European Forestry Commission, held in Antalya, Turkey from 10 to 14 October, 2011
· the European Pellet Conference, held in Wels, Austria on 29 February 2012
· the 8th meeting of the Renewable Energy Task Force of the Energy Community, held in Vienna, Austria on 6 March 2012.

10.
Delegates are invited to:

a) express their opinion on the JWEE process so far (structure, communication, timeline);
b) inform the Working Party about efforts to improve knowledge on wood energy at the national level;
c) inform the Working Party of any other dissemination initiatives taken; 

d) suggest further opportunities for reaching out to other sectors and working with actors in those areas;

e) provide advice on funding and development of outreach and communication activities

II. JWEE 2011


2.1 Revised questionnaire
11.
The structure for JWEE 2011 has been made available online
. The table of conversion factors has been updated with the intention of providing a better overview of conversion factors and units. However, as customary, correspondents and specialists are encouraged to modify the set according to national circumstances. 
12.
The Working Party is invited to provide guidance on the JWEE 2011 questionnaire sheet.


2.2 Tentative schedule

13.
The secretariat proposes to conduct the fourth JWEE round in 2012, compiling data for reference year 2011. As usual, the secretariat envisages pre-filling national tables as far as possible. Basic data will be gained through the JFSQ. It is hoped that the International Energy Agency will be able to provide initial energy data as framework information. Due to data validation processes the secretariat aims at sending out the enquiry around mid-September 2012 (containing the latest available data). The JWEE questionnaire sheet has been translated into Russian and JWEE 2011 will therefore be available in English and Russian.

14.
The deadline for submitting data to the secretariat would be 30 November 2012. Preliminary results of the 4th JWEE will be presented to the Working Party at its meeting in 2013.


2.3 Capacity Building

15.
The secretariat with the generous support of the French Government
 and the FAO Forestry Department is holding a workshop in Paris from 11 to 13 June 2012 to improve wood energy statistics by building national capacities to monitor wood energy use. The aim of the workshop is to increase knowledge of the methodology of the JWEE questionnaire and understanding of the importance of strengthening the quality of national wood energy data, and to establish and/or strengthen regional networks of national and international counterparts from statistical offices and ministries responsible for energy policy and forest policy. Priority has been attached to improving data from countries that have supplied no or incomplete wood energy data.

2.4 National Correspondent nomination

16.
At its 31st session, the Working Party approved the following communication channels with national experts for the JWEE:

(a) The national statistical correspondent (NC) is the focal point for communicating data to the UNECE/FAO Timber Section.

(b) The NC is invited to consult with any specialist at national level to find the required information.

(c) The secretariat may directly inform national specialists about the enquiry based on the networks and contacts made in all relevant sectors. The secretariat will inform any specialist who has been contacted directly that data should be provided via the NC. Where possible the secretariat will inform NCs about each directly contacted expert. This may not always be possible due to confidentiality reasons of some networks (e.g. national correspondents of the International Energy Agency).

(d) The secretariat will ask the NC for approval for any data not being sent through them.

2.5 JWEE cycle

17.
The Working Party agreed in 2007 to issue the questionnaire on a biannual basis. However, the rapid growth of interest and consequent need of information on wood energy markets has led to repeated calls for running the questionnaire on an annual basis.

18.
The Working Party is invited to 

a) review and endorse the timeline for running the fourth round of the Joint Wood Energy Enquiry

b) assist in the identification and appointment of qualified JWEE national correspondents

c) endorse the plans for improving wood energy data across the UNECE region through capacity-building and annual reporting.
� www.unece.org/jwee2009


� The Ministry of Agriculture, Food, Fishing and Rural Affairs and the Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development, Transport and Housing.






