
 

GE.11- 

Economic Commission for Europe  Food and Agriculture Organization 
Timber Committee      European Forestry Commission 
Joint FAO/UNECE Working Party 
on Forest Economics and Statistics 

Thirty-third session 
Geneva, 22-24 March 2011 
Item 2 of the Provisional Agenda 
Consideration of the outcome of the “zero meeting” 
and implications for the Working Party 

  Meeting on a possible Working Party to facilitate exchange of 
expert advice based on the work of UNECE/FAO Teams of 
Specialists1 

  Session to be held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, on Tuesday 22 March 2011, starting at 
10 a.m. 

 I. Provisional agenda 

1. Adoption of the agenda. 

2. Discussion on priorities of Teams of Specialists and recommendations to the 
 UNECE Timber Committee and the FAO European Forestry Commission 

3. Consideration of the background paper for the establishment of a working party to 
 facilitate exchange of expert advice based on the work of UNECE/FAO Teams of 
 Specialists, including its terms of reference. 

4. Other business 

5. Consideration of the meeting’s report 

  
 1 Documents available for all sessions, and more information, including the registration form, at www.unece.org/timber 
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 II.  Background information 

1. At its sixty-eighth session, the ECE Timber Committee discussed the possibility of 
establishing a joint UNECE/FAO Working Party on Forest Policy and Management as a 
subsidiary body, on the basis of a proposal developed by the members of the TC/EFC 
bureaux and the leaders of the Teams of Specialists (ToS). The proposal was to link the 
expert, the technical and policy levels and provide a means for technical discussion of the 
outcome of the work of Teams of Specialists, thus bringing knowledge to the policy level 
through a technical body. The proposed joint UNECE/FAO Working Party could identify 
emerging issues and provide technical advice to the Timber Committee and the European 
Forestry Commission in support of policy decisions.  

2. Delegates acknowledged that this proposed joint UNECE/FAO Working Party could 
help achieve a better understanding of sustainable forest management (SFM) within the 
sector, in cooperation with other sectors and also provide input to other policy processes. 
The Committee agreed to develop the proposal for consideration at the next session of the 
Timber Committee and the European Forestry Commission, 10 to 14 October 2011. It 
decided to hold a “zero meeting” of the proposed joint UNECE/FAO Working Party back-
to-back with the next meeting of the Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics, in 
the first quarter of 2011. This meeting will: 

3. Consider the name of the proposed working party: 

  (a) Develop the terms of reference; and 

  (b) Discuss resource implications and reporting lines for the Teams of 
Specialists. 

4. At their meeting on 15 October 2010, following the sixty-eighth session of the 
Timber Committee, the TC/EFC bureaux reiterated the above points. The bureaux 
supported sending invitations to all heads of delegations and members of the teams of 
specialists, to encourage enhanced coordination across teams. The bureaux also suggested 
that the meeting should allow time for simulating the possible working modalities of the 
proposed working party (e.g. interaction within ToS, setting of priorities). It was further 
suggested that the meeting should tackle the issue of strengthening practical cooperation 
with other sectors and organizations. 

 III. Annotations to the Agenda 

 1. Adoption of the agenda (Item 1) 

5. In accordance with the UNECE rules of procedure and established practice, the first 
item on the agenda is the adoption of the agenda. 

 2. Discussion on priorities of Teams of Specialists and recommendations 
to the UNECE Timber Committee and the FAO European Forestry 
Commission (Item 2) 

6. To encourage exchange among the Teams of Specialists, the Secretariat requested 
each of the seven ToS leaders to report on: 

  (a) Main forest policy priorities as seen from the perspective of the ToS work; 

  (b) Priority areas for ToS work and subjects addressed; 
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  (c) Main recommendations to the UNECE Timber Committee and the FAO 
  European Forestry Commission with regard to issues covered by ToS work; 

  (d) Areas where teams would benefit from cooperation with other teams; 

  (e) Areas where the teams would benefit, or are already benefiting, from  
  cooperation with other organizations and sectors. 

7. Presentations by team leaders will be followed by discussion, with the aim of: 

(a) Exchanging views on respective priority areas and identify issues to be 
tackled jointly; 

(b) Reviewing respective recommendations to the TC and EFC and agree on 
ToS priority areas to be tackled by the parent bodies, including on how these 
activities could be carried out and matched with resources; 

(c) Identifying areas for cooperation with other organizations and how this can 
be realized. 

8. Discussions under agenda item 2 respond to the request of the TC/EFC bureaux to 
allow time for simulating the possible working modalities of the proposed working party 
(e.g. interaction within ToS, setting of priorities). 

 3. Consideration of the background paper for the establishment of a 
working party to promote exchange of expert advice based on the work 
of UNECE/FAO Teams of Specialists, including its terms of reference 
(Item 3) 

9. The Secretariat has prepared a background paper setting out two options including 
terms of reference for the establishment of a Working Party. The first refers to the creation 
of an additional Working Party, which would address forest management priorities and 
emerging issues and promote interaction and exchange amongst the ToS. The second 
suggests broadening the current role and function of the WPFES so that it would combine 
the current essential functions of the WPFES with the roles identified in the new Working 
Party proposal.  

10. Participants attending the zero meeting will consider the two options, proposing 
alternative arrangements if this it is thought to be necessary, and make recommendations to 
the next joint session of the TC and EFC in October 2011, based on the desirability of the 
different options, and indicate their preferred option, if any. 

 4. Other business (Item 4) 

11. At the time of this document's submission, the secretariat has no matters for 
discussion under this item.   

 5. Consideration of the meeting’s report (Item 5) 

12. This agenda item will be considered on 23 March, before the official session of the 
WPFES (see timetable below). The report will then be submitted to the WPFES and, 
through it, to the joint session of the TC and EFC, to be held in October 2011. 
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 IV.  Tentative time table 

Joint FAO/UNECE European Forestry Commission and Timber Committee, Zero Meeting on a possible 
Working Party to facilitate exchange of expert advice based on the work of UNECE/FAO Teams of 
Specialists  

Tuesday, 22 March 2011 

10:00 – 13:00 Item 1.    Adoption of the agenda 

 Item 2.    Discussion on priorities of Teams of Specialists and 
recommendations to the UNECE Timber Committee and the FAO European 
Forestry Commission 

15:00 – 1800 Item 3.    Consideration of the background paper for the establishment of a 
working party to promote exchange of expert advice based on the work of 
UNECE/FAO Teams of Specialists, including its terms of reference 

Wednesday, 23 March 2011 

10.00 Item 5.    Report of zero meeting 

 
 

___________ 


