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Sweden: Country report on the bilateral cooperation with CEEC/CIT countries for the UNECE/FAO Team of Specialists meeting in Warsaw 3-6 March 2004

The Swedish bilateral cooperation under resolution H3 has been mainly focused on the three Baltic countries, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. The cooperation started in the mid 1990s and are now phasing out due to their forthcoming EU accession. Main areas of cooperation are /has been

· Support to development of good forest management in private forestry, through training of extension agents 

· Forest management planning, ways to combine economical outputs and positive cash flows with high environmental considerations

· Wood as resource in transformation of the energy sector towards more usage of renewable energy sources.

· Protection of key habitats, importance of protection of minor areas with high nature values within the commercial forest

In recent years Sweden has extended its cooperation with The Russian Federation in order to support their forest sector towards a more sustainable management and market-oriented behaviour. The content in this cooperation has been a practical part, Pskov Model Forest Project and more theoretical part, Retraining of Regional Chief Foresters.

· Pskov Model Forest Project is aiming to visualise alternative ways for forest management then is practised in Russia today. In total a 20000 ha area on long term lease of a private forest company is used for this purpose. Based on New Forest management planning, ways of thinning, final fellings and methods for regeneration are demonstrated. By these more intensive silvicultural methods, the yield can be doubled or even tripled per area unit during a rotation period and by this also allowing other areas to be set aside for protection.

· Retraining of Russian Chief Foresters. The fall of the Soviet Union resulted in a severe decline in the forest sector. The federal regional Chief foresters have a key position in rebuilding the sector to its former dimensions. The objective for this retraining programme was to give the regional Chief foresters an insight and understanding in sustainable forest management, the importance of participatory approaches, economics and budgeting, setting of policies and their implementation, capacity building within both his/her own organisation and the importance of certification.

In both projects Estonian and Latvian experts has participated which has been highly appreciated by the Russian participants. The Baltic countries are one (or two) steps ahead in the transition process. Besides on site training in Russia a number of study trips has been carried out passing Estonia, Latvia and Sweden to visualise and demonstrate the whole chain of transition towards a market-oriented economy. 

Starting this year Sweden will further increase its cooperation with the Russian Federation. The cooperation will rest on three pillars.

a) Support to the revision of forest policy, Forest Code and institutional framework that has started in Russia.

b) A continuation of the Pskov Model Forest Project to develop e.g. methods for chain of custody to combat illegal cuttings and regional regulations in forest management

c) A broad education and training programme for NW Russia including both State forest administration and private companies.

Since year 2000 Sweden has been carrying out a forest sector master plan project in Ukraine in order to promote changes in forest management and forest legislation, together with marketing activities of Ukrainian wooden products. This project is finalised during year 2004 resulting in a draft for a new forest policy and Forest Code, new forest management planning better adopted to the market situation including introduction of certification, and improved marketing of final products.   

Sweden is also actively supporting the development of the forest sector both in Armenia and Georgia. In Armenia the project is targeting to review and adapt the forest policy, forest legislation and institutional framework to present political and economic conditions and also ways to reduce illegal cuttings and consumption. In Georgia the assignment is to develop legal systems of authorisation of local governing bodies for managing the Local Forest Fund and identification of procedures for separating the Local Forest Fund from the State Forest Fund based on sustainable forestry principles and overall state policy in the forest sector. By this to achieve a better forest management together with better correspondence between wood supply and local needs.  

Sweden is annually arranging an international training course in forest certification in which people from CEEC/CIT countries has participated. 

The H3 electronic database was updated on Swedish bilateral cooperation with CEEC/CIT countries in August 2003.

	[image: image2.jpg]




	C:\DOCUME~1\abt1115\LOCALS~1\Temp\SWE-country report-H3-FEB04_.doc

	Mailing address
S - 551 83  Jönköping
SWEDEN
	Office
Vallgatan 8
	Telephone
+46 36 15 56 00
Fax
+46 36 16 61 70
	E-mail
skogsstyrelsen@svo.se
www.svo.se

	Postal giro
1 56 77-8
	V.A.T. No.
202100-1835



[image: image2.jpg]