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Team of Specialists
to monitor and develop assistance to countries

of central and eastern Europe in transition in the forest and forest products sector

*****************

Country Reports - FINLAND 
(suggested outline) 
1. General background information on the current status of the sector (forest resources, role of the sector in the national economy, ownership/legislation, aspects of sustainable forest management, other main issues) - max. 1.5 pages
No significant changes during the reporting period.

2. Forest policy developments and related institutional changes during the transition process – current status and progress made

No significant changes during the reporting period.

3. The main issues of the transition process of the forest and forest products sector to market economy during the last years (2001-2004) 

Not relevant for the country reporting.

4.
Future challenges to ensure sustainable forest management - max. 1-2 pages      

No significant changes during the reporting period.

5.
Implementation of the Resolution H3 of the pan-European Ministerial Conference 

List of implemented, on-going and planned projects provided to the secretariat.

6.
Specific countries’ interest and experts’ opinion on the future of the UNECE/FAO ToS on CITs 

The execution of the Resolution H3 and UNECE/FAO ToS on CIT has been useful and highly significant process for Finland and  all participating countries gathering the essential information on previous and present cooperation, as well as the development processes in CIT countries.

 Launching ToS was well justified during the time of its establishment and it has served the purpose well. However, due to the development process during the last decade in CIT and the enlargement of EU in the nearest future the forest sector will face new kind of challenges and possibilities in cooperation. Changes are evident both in new member states as well as in other European countries. Execution of H3 through ToS has well served the purpose it was established for.

Nevertheless, it should be a proper time to evaluate the process implemented, and then carry out assessment to clarify the options for future cooperation, its objectives and forms. If there is a real need for continuation and mutually accepted targets can be found, Finland is willing to participate and support the process. Clearly, the initiative should come from CIT's themselves.

Finland has a long- term interest to continue forest cooperation with Russia, especially in European Northwest parts. Apart from continuing bilateral cooperation with Russia, Finland is also ready to actively promote multilateral joint activities as well as cooperation through EU. 

Notes:
Please send reports (preferably not longer than 8-10 pages) to the Leader of the Team of Specialists (Dr. Stanislaw Zajac, Poland), with a copy to the UNECE/FAO secretariat in Geneva (Mr. Alexander V. Korotkov) in advance of the meeting. i.e. by 27 February 2004 (the latest)  for copying and distribution, or ( as an alternative) please bring 30 copies of the report to the ToS meeting  for the distribution.

Representatives of western European countries are also expected to present Country Reports reflecting their contribution to the transition process, and responding to the relevant items of the above–suggested outline.

For those countries, which have not yet provided H3 up-dates according to the earlier secretariat’s request, please attach to the report the list of H3–related projects in accordance with the enclosed questionnaire form with the indication of basic elements and necessary details of CITs projects, in order to enable the inclusion of this information into the H3 electronic database.

