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Introduction


The area of the Czech Republic is 78,866 km2; the area of forestland is 26,370 km2 which represents 33.4%. Forest condition still represent serious problem to forestry in spite of the fact of decreasing amount of emissions and positive development expected. Weather conditions, exceptional from many reasons (floods in 2002 and the extreme drought in 2003), play an important role in combination with other stress. Danger of bark beetles is increasing again and represents a specific long lasting problem particularly in the National Park of Sumava in the Bavarian border. Restitution of forestland to private owners is another specific issue (Dec. 31, 2002: claimed area about 835,000 ha, still 5,800 cases has to be solved, e.g. by courts), still there was no decision made re. restitution of the forests of church (about 6% of total forested area).
1. General background information on the current status of the forest sector 

Forest Resources


Forest inventory (FI) is the independent survey of forestlands and their development. By means of the forest inventory information collected, the organization's focus is especially on growing stock and the forest's functionality as an important renewable natural resource and crucial part of the environment. The most modern equipments are used for the data collection.


When Forest Management Plans (and Forest Management Guidelines in the case of small owners – less than 50 ha) became a tool of forest owners in the Czech Republic, the state established its own method of an independent examination of current status of forests. The resulting data of forest inventory will be suitable for the data exchange within FAO, EU, IUFRO etc. Development of forest inventory abroad was different because of the forests being not managed by the only one institution and for it they started forest inventories sooner. Forest Management Institute has been authorized to execute the forest inventory opened in 2001, which has not any equivalent in the history of our forestry according to the type, philosophy and scales. 

	Basic information on Czech forestry

	2000
	2001
	2002

	Changes in forest land (ha)
	2 637 290
	2 638 917
	2 643 058

	Commercial forests (%)
	76.7
	76.3
	76.0

	Afforestation of marginal agricultural lands (ha)
	908
	1 091
	1 203

	Tree species composition – coniferous (%)
	76.5
	76.3
	76.1

	                                            broadleaved (%)
	22.3
	22.5
	22.8

	Forest regeneration (ha)
	25 289
	22 053
	060

	          - of which coniferous
	13 910
	12 553
	11 730

	          - of which broadleaved
	7 957
	6 576
	6 390

	          - of which natural regeneration
	3 422
	2 944
	3 940

	Growing stock volume (mil. m3)
	630.5
	638.2
	641.0

	Total mean increment (m3 u.b. /ha/year)
	6.5
	6.5
	6.5

	Average rotation period (years)
	115.8
	
	115.4

	Number of employees in forestry sector
	32 264
	29 804
	25 702

	Aids in forestry in mil. CZK  (1EUR=33.22 CZK)
	1 171
	992
	1 097


Role of the Forestry Sector in the National Economy


Forest has increasingly become the important factor of socio-economic development of society. Costs of the fulfilment of all social demands made on forests have to be covered to a large extent by takings from timber sales. Due to a decline in timber prices and reduction of demand for round-wood, GDP in the forestry sector, which in long term represents only about 0.6-0.7%, dropped. 

Besides timber production, multifunctional forest management also fulfils a wide range of other ecological and social functions for benefit of the general public. Forests also represent a significant component of integrated policy of rural development, mainly for their contribution to income and job opportunities in the areas with a high rate of unemployment. The significance of forests in the future will increase not only as the most important element of the environment but also as renewable resource of raw material and energy.

The government according to current legislation regulates neither exports nor imports of roundwood. E.g. in 2002, there was 2.764 mil. m3 of roundwood exported of which coniferous logs and pulpwood totalled 2 million m3. In comparison with the preceding year, exports of coniferous logs rose by 337,000 m3, while exports of coniferous pulpwood dropped by 181,000 m3. Imports of roundwood reached 1.255 million m3. Nearly 1 million m3 of this volume were logs and pulpwood.  Imports of coniferous pulpwood fell by 118,000 m3 but imports of coniferous logs increased by 112.00 m3. Timber was traded in European countries only, predominantly in Austria and Germany. 

In spite of the fact that there has been adopted the National Forestry Program, which should be considered as cross-sectoral one (January 2003), foresters are in want of forest awareness in general. Changes of the Ministry of Agriculture organizational structure announced in the last decade of February 2004 only confirm that the involvement in forestry issues is not too high. Forestry of the country, which once had a special central body together with water management, later was included into Ministry of Agriculture as a sector, then there was only forestry section, should probably have only department with three small divisions.

Ownership


After 1989 a big return of property, nationalized after 1948 by the communist regime, was launched. The property restitutions have concerned considerably the Czech forests and have changed the ownership structure and a whole image of the Czech forestry management. Out of almost 100% state owned forests about 38,5 % of area was returned to original owners, i.e. about 1.000 thousand hectares out of 2,600 thousand hectares, out of which about 606 thousand hectares to private persons, and 416 thousands hectares to communities, municipalities, and communal forest co-operatives. Forest properties have not been returned to the church yet, some 170 thousand hectares. Hence about 160 thousand natural persons and 3,500 municipalities and communities regained their forests. 


Forest ownership changes (%)

	Year

Forests
	2000
	2001
	2002

	State 
	63.1
	61.5
	60.7

	Communal and regional
	13.6
	14.6
	15.0

	Forest co-operatives
	0.9
	0.9
	1.0

	Other private
	22.4
	23.0
	23.3


In the course of 2000, further laws and regulations were adopted that made the changes in ownership of forests possible. The Act No. 114/2000 Coll. regulated a transfer of state-owned real estates into communal ownership (including also 40,000 ha of forest land). The other laws increased the number of authorized persons for whom the new date (June 30, 2001) was specified for the enforcement of their claims. Based on the Act of 1998, some 16,000 ha of forest land was transferred from ownership of the government to universities with accredited study programmes in the field of forestry. Some cost-free transfers of properties owned by former forest co-operatives to communities were temporarily halted by law court.

Changes in Forest Legislation 


The basic law related to forestry is the Act on Forests and Amendments to some Acts (the Forest Act) No. 289/1995 Coll. which came into force on 1 January 1996.


In the course of 2002, the Forest Act was amended by the law No. 76/2002 Coll. on integrated prevention and reduction of pollution. This amendment facilitated to substitute the agreements and permissions issued of particular bodies of state environmental administration (waters, forests, air, agricultural land fund etc) by one integrated document. 


In connection with the second phase of public administration reform, the Parliament passed the law No. 320/2002 Coll. setting out newly the reallocation of the competencies of the district authorities whose activity was terminated by 1 January 2003, among the regional authorities and communities with extended competency. It involved some provisions of the Forest Act as well.


The new Game Management Act No. 449/2001 Coll. came into force on 1 July 2002. The Ministry of Agriculture was authorized subject to this law to issue the relevant decrees specifying a hunting season for game species as well as determining minimal and standardized number of game and classification of hunting grounds. 


The last important law is an Act on Marketing of Forest Reproductive Material 149/2003 Coll., which implements the EC Regulation No. 105/1999. Currently still respective decree is discussed and adopted in these days.
Legislative framework and Relevant Policies
Legislation covering gene conservation and related measures is based on the Forest Act No. 289/1995 Coll., and still valid Decree of the Ministry of Agriculture No. 82/1996 Coll., on “Genetic classification, reforestation and record-keeping in manipulation with forest tree species seeds and transplants” is of importance. A new Act 149/2003 Coll., on Trade in Reproductive Material of Forest Tree Species reflecting EC regulation 105/1999, has been adopted and currently respective Decree is currently finalised. Some amendments to the Act No. 289/1996 Coll. on Forests were adopted as well. 

2 Forest policy developments and related institutional changes 

Role of international co-operation and European integration 

In spite of the fact that some of so called programmes of assistance were possibly considered as financial covering of the experts of donor country, there were others in the last decade, which were really very fruitful. Cooperation and collaboration are considered as very important as well as communication and exchange of knowledge and experience. Sometimes the opportunity given is much more than direct financial aid. From this point of view is important to continue in supporting of various meetings and to see current and/or future “non-members” as partners.

The (International) Forest Academy Finland is an example of concrete activity to support relationship between European countries having in mind all three pillars of forestry.

Implication of the recent EU developments with regards the CEEC forestry sectors

The economic situation in the Czech forestry sector was affected by several negative factors. The first of them was strengthening of the Czech crown, mainly in the first six months of the year. Its consequence was a decline in exports of round-wood and forest products. Simultaneously, timber prices dropped in the domestic market as well. The third factor was floods in August 2002, windstorm which swept over forests in October 2002 and extreme drought in 2003. As a result the timber supply began to exceed demand and it led to even deeper drop in prices. Forest owners of all categories were on average profitable; however, their profit was lower when compared with the preceding years. A number of owners managing the forests in less favourable conditions faced economic problems. 

In spite of the discussions supporting more and more so-called other or non-productive functions of forests, the production function is very important and all three pillars of sustainable forest management have to be in policy documents and forestry practice included in a balanced way. 
Impact of the EU enlargement on forestry of new members and non-accession countries

The Czech Republic as 9 other countries will become a member of the European Union in a couple of months. Particularly the organization representing non-state owners of forests, the Association of Owners of Municipal and Private Forests in the Czech Republic (SVOL), stress that there is a need to improve communication with owners and local administrative authorities and to use the contractual protection of proposed areas. 
It calls to the fact that the proposal is less democratic and more restricting towards owners of forests and other land than the existing wording of Act 114/1992, and greatly exceeds the binding criteria for the implementation of the Natura 2000 EU directives. Most of the foresters has a belief that the way to improve the landscape condition lies in the education and financial motivation of all those who are involved in the project to improve the ecological stability of the countryside and to protect the landscape. This approach seems to be more efficient than the form of impractical orders and subsequent sanctions.
      
Another specific issue represents the forestry legislation. In particular countries exists a different level of regulation from the side of state – maybe that it is an issue for discussion on the future development of legislation. A question is how to compensate to forest owner the fact that he, on very beginning of his attending to the market, is facing to the fact that he not on the same start line because of some (historically originated) national restrictions coming from legislative measures; e. g. because of some nature protection issues etc. Should this be discussed and taken into account that conditions should be somehow similar and if not – how to support adequately those who are affected? Is it a matter for the new forestry strategy in spite of the “principle of subsidiarity”?
3.         The main issues of the transition process 
Arrangement of Rights in Property and Use

Restoration of rights in property and use to woodlands in the Czech Republic is pursuant to the law No. 229/1991 Coll. In the period of more than ten years that passed since the time when this law came into force, there were more than 50,000 claims for restitution of forests covering the area of 355,000 ha. Currently, about 46,000 cases have been completed and forests are back in the hands of the former owners. Some cases were refused and 1,800 cases are dealt with the Land Registration Authority or are heard at the law courts.  
The fact that no one government since 1990 did not decided about the forests of church represents also an “issue”. Thus still must be decided on about 170,000 ha of forests, which is approximately 6% of total forested area.

National forestry strategies and programmes

State forestry policy for the period prior to the accession to the EU was adopted in 1999. The main framework of legislation governing the forestry provides the Act on Forests and on some Law Amendments No. 289/1995 Coll. (Forestry Act) declaring in the preamble the forests to be the national wealth, creating an irreplaceable factor of the environment. The Act on Nature and Landscape Protection No.114/1992 characterizes forests as a significant element of the landscape. To preserve this wealth for the time to come has become the ethical commitment of the present generation and the principal aim of the current forest policy, while at the same time respecting the fact, that forestry is a business activity, which is a part of an open sector of market economy. 


To accomplish the above mentioned commitment, the state forest policy shall adhere to the following basic principles:

· completion of  restitution process,

· improvement of the conditions of the forest ecosystems,

· conservation and enhancement of the biodiversity in forests,

· development of  non-wood producing functions of the forests,

· better utilization of timber as a natural renewable raw material,

· promotion of  forestry institutions,

· pursuance of the economic aspects of the forestry policy,

· utilization of the national forest programme as a resource for the accomplishment of forest policy.


The minister of agriculture and minister of the environment have been charged by joint preparation of the National Forest Programme (NFP). The Government of the Czech Republic adopted the National Forest Programme, conceived for the period 2003-2006, by a Resolution No. 53 of the 13th January 2003.

The widest participation of all stakeholders and interested subjects on preparation and realization of the NFP is a quite self-evident and necessary requirement. All professional and special-interest organizations existing in the sector of forestry, the environment as well as in other sectors were invited to take part in several public hearing organized by the ministry of agriculture with the aim to present and explain the matter of the NFP. Among the most active NGO were, i.a, the Association of the Communal and Private Forest Owners, Czech Forest Society, National Forestry Committee etc.  The Forestry and Game Management Research Institute was nominated to co-ordinate the work of several teams of specialists (ToS) working on individual NFP´s projects. There is plenty of experienced scientist, researcher, forest management specialists and forest practitioners among the ToS´s members. 


The NFP is considered as an inter-sectoral programme. It respects not only needs of forestry development, but emphasizes an important position of forests in the environment, their non-productive functions, and importance of wood usage as well as of wood-processing industry for the economy of the country. Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of the Environment and Ministry of Industry are the main central authorities taking part in preparation and implementation of the NFP. An inter-sectoral steering committee was established to co-ordinate the solution to special projects incorporated into the NFP.
Legislative frameworks and administrative structures

Property was being identified step by step and problems regarding its handing over were being resolved (the handing over of property to municipalities according to Act 17/1991 Coll., restitution to physical entities according to Act 192/1991 Coll.). 

The public interest requirements (general use of the forests, increase in biodiversity, non-production function of forests) and the right of the owner to decide on how to manage its forests are relatively well balanced in the Forests Act (No. 289/1995 Coll.).

The Protection of Nature and Landscape Act 114/1992 Coll. provisions does not contain elements, which are common in the laws of some old democratic countries. Particularly landowners stressed the need for respect of their rights to decide on how the land should be used. They are rightfully asking for handling of compensation for damage or lose when deciding on restrictions in the interest of carrying out nature protection plans and measures fore the sake of the whole society.
State contributions to forest management are actively aimed towards increasing biodiversity, supporting forest renewal, nurturing, improving the non-production function of the forest and supporting planned management. This approach means that there is an overall improvement in the state of the forest in all its features.

The implementation of the Natura 2000 system into Czech law was given as the main reason for the amendment to the Protection of Nature and Landscape Act 114/1992 Coll. Currently as a problem is considered the fact that the Ministry of the Environment drew up the bill without any public participation. No one representative of both the state or non-state forest owners and managers was invited for expert consultations throughout the entire time that the bill was being drawn up until it was submitted to the Czech government and then for discussion in Parliament at the very end of 2002. 
Currently is the discussion on Forest Act opened and this year should start the preparation of its revision or new amendment.
Experiences gained and problems encountered in privatisation and restitution processes


A privatization of forests as such, it means selling of forest land, is not supposed in the case of the Czech Republic according to the policy adopted except of some cases of the integration of some scattered holdings.
Particularly the organization representing non-state owners of forests, the Association of Owners of Municipal and Private Forests in the Czech Republic (SVOL), stress that there is a need to improve communication with owners and local administrative authorities and e.g. to use the contractual protection of proposed areas. 
All foresters involved believe that the Ministry of Agriculture will not make the same mistake as the Ministry of Agriculture in preparation of the new Forest Act proposal and that its preparation will be based on broad discussion with participatory approach as it was promised.

4.
Future challenges to ensure sustainable forest management 
Enhancing economic viability of forestry


Over the last decade, a lot of global initiatives aimed at promotion and safeguarding of sustainable forest management was discussed at an international forum. Those efforts reflecting the current issues of forestry resulted in internationally coordinated development of national forestry programmes in particular countries. Czech national forestry programme that was completed in 2002 is a complex and cross-sectoral programme addressing the changing needs for development of the forestry sector and stressing the important role of forestry in the context of the environment. This programme also brings the new challenges for more meaningful projection of the importance of forests into the national economy. One of the major objectives specified in the programme is the pressure on better utilization of wood as renewable and ecologically friendly raw material and its incorporation into the concepts of industrial and energy policies in the Czech Republic. This project should i. a. enhance the viability of the whole forestry sector.

To support the conditions particularly of smaller private forest owners the government launches programmes to support management of forests every year. Programmes are comparable in terms of structure to the aids provided for forest owners in the EU member states. In addition to these aids agreed by Parliament for forestry, there were the following funds available for the forestry sector:

· Aids for afforestation of agricultural lands from the funds of agrarian complex;

· Aids covering interests of credits from the Support and Guarantee Fund for Farming and Forestry;

· Aids for forest management in military forests from budget of the Ministry of Defense;

· Aids for safeguarding of non-wood benefits of forests and close-to-nature management of forests, mainly in the national parks and protected regional areas from the State Environmental Fund.

Multifunctional forestry and biological diversity


National forest inventory was launched in 2001 and will be completed in 2004. The government has given the Forestry Management Institute the task of conducting this inventory. The fundamental data on the status of forests are collected at the sample plots with a grid 2 x 2 km where the measurements of all needed parameters are taken. Further data on forests, such as a type of terrain, tree species and plants composition, forest soils, quality and density of forest roads, streams in forests etc. will be described too. The results of national inventory will facilitate the comparison of appropriate data on forests with other European countries (e.g. Sweden, Finland, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, France etc) and also create the base for monitoring of Criteria and Indicators of sustainable forest management.

There is a task for forestry research: to participate in proper including the biodiversity into the “Forest Focus”.
Improving socio-cultural conditions for sustainable forest management


Socio-cultural conditions should be improved mostly in relation with the NFP realization. Very important in this connection will be the improvement of public awareness and common understanding that forests represent a specific element which deserves the shared responsibility of the whole society. There is a need for improvement of forests visibility and image of forestry as such.
 Therefore, public relations in forestry have to be improved. In this connection can be mentioned the project “Forest in school – school in forest”, which was developing successfully. About 1,120 primary schools are involved in the project which presents and disseminates educational programmes on forest for schoolchildren.

Tools to ensure sustainable forest management
Forestry legislation is a basic instrument to manage forests in appropriate way. Of course, legislation alone is not enough, more important is their implementation and sticking on their rules.
The National Forest Programme could be considered as a basic tool ensuring the SFM. It is focused on following priorities: forest management in accordance with principles of sustainable management, development of wood-producing and non-wood-producing functions of forests, maintenance and development of biological diversity of forest ecosystems, support to timber production and usage of wood, management of forests in specially protected areas, protection of forests from harmful factors, and realization of the NFP in the regions of the CR. Several teams of specialists (ToS) have worked out the first series of NFP´s projects in 2003. It is expected that the output of the NFP´s projects will include qualified and interlined proposals for necessary innovation in the area of forestry practice, economics, legislation, forest management and forest research. Realization of the NFP is considered as an open, continuous process.

Certification of Sustainable Forest Management is generally considered to be one of many instruments for promotion of the principles of sustainable forest management. More important probably is the role, which the certification has in better marketing of timber at the international level, better utilisation of wood as environmental friendly and renewable raw material as well as improvement of the public opinion on forest management practices.

Currently, two major certification schemes used also in the country are PEFC (Pan European Forest Certification) and FSC (Forest Stewardship Council). In 2002, the area of PEFC certified forest in the Czech Republic was 1.789 mil. ha (i.e. 68 % of the total forest land area), of which non-state forests covered the area 245,000 ha. There is also a FSC working group preparing the national criteria for certification. The area of forests that were certified according to FSC scheme (the first certificate in the country) was 10,450 ha.


State aid to private, particularly to small forest owners, is another possibility how to support sound management in our forests.
5.
Implementation of the Resolution H3 of the MCPFE 


The cooperation under the H3 resolution was represented mostly by workshops, seminars and conferences organized in the country in the past. The idea of experiences exchange through active participation in meetings continued also in the beginning of the third millennium. And more, the Czech Republic step by step become a donor country, including also forestry projects into the programme of foreign development aid. Only the most important meetings and projects are mentioned in the following lines:
	No.
	Projects
	Partner/Recipient country

	1.
	Wirelessinfo (communications into multimedia systems and services for rural applications)
	Germany, Hungary, Slovakia

	2.
	REGEO (developing of information system)
	Austria, Germany, Poland

	3.
	Tools for regional and management planning for Ukrainian forestry (regional plans, GIS software, db)
	Ukraine

	4.
	Research on eco-environment basing on Remote Sensing and GIS (eco-monitoring using modern technology 
	China

	5.
	Application of Tree Growth Models on Level II – PrognEU,
	Austria (-2003)

	6.
	Phare Cross Border Cooperation in air polluted regions (revitalization projects)
	Phare (2000-)

	7.
	Ecosystem mapping of the Alex Fraser Research Forest
(field mapping and typology investigation)
	Canada, UBC (2003-2004)

	8.
	Project Morocco (demonstration object, “Etablissement d´une chasse pilote au Maroc”)
	Morocco, FAO (2001)
(ongoing 2004-2006)

	9.
	Project Patrik (Afforestation of Ands in several South American countries)
	Chile, Ecuador, Colombia, Peru (2002-2007)

	10.
	Project Socotra (Creation of ecological network 

and agro-forestry and educational basis of sustainable development of the Socotra Island)
	Yemen

	11.
	Preparation of the plan of care for mountain forests based on forest inventory and monitoring 
	Colombia

	12.
	Revitalization of deforested areas as a tool of rural development 
	Vietnam (2002-2005)

	13.
	Collaboration in the field of forest protection (bark beetle project)
	China

	14.
	Asiacover project (multi-purpose infobase for food security)
	Vietnam


	No.
	Important meetings, chosen study tours etc.
	Cooperation with:

	1.
	IUFRO Board Meeting 
	IUFRO (2001)

	2.
	Annual symposium of the EARSeL Council
	EARSeL (2002)

	3.
	Study tour of Royal Belgian Forestry Society
	Belgium (2002)

	4.
	Workshop to support multifunctional forestry in CEEC
	FAO (2002)

	5.
	Forest tree and shrub seed committee workshop
	ISTA (2003)

	6.
	Tree Growth Models on Level II workshop
	ICP-Forests, BOKU (2003)

	7.
	Legal Aspects of European Forest Sustainable Management
	IUFRO (2003)

	
	Under preparation
	

	8.
	FAO/Czech Republic Forestry Policy Workshop: Trends in Forest Use and Conservation - Policy Options for Action
	FAO (March 2004)

	9.
	Study tour of forestry students from Belgium
	Belgium (March 2004)

	10.
	Study tour of Chilean foresters
	Chile, CONAF (April 2004)

	11.
	Euforgen Steering Committee meeting
	FAO/IPGRI (May 2004)

	12.
	Europaforum – meeting of IUFRO WG
	IUFRO (September 2004)

	13.
	The role of forests in torrent control and watershed management
	FAO/UN ECE/ILO

(October 2004)


6.
Opinion on the future of the UNECE/FAO ToS on CITs 

Areas of interest for future international co-operation 


Future cooperation is expected among all European (but also with non-European) countries, possibly some higher interest should be paid to the Balkan and Caucasus ones.

In general there is a need for better recognition of forests and forestry in all European countries. In the line with the Vienna Declaration and further documents of the 4th MCPFE, the shared responsibility for European forests has to be stressed.

Thus sources for future work of any group involved in promotion of forests, wood as a nature friendly raw material etc. should be requested also outside of forestry sector.

Well prepared thematic workshops, seminars (possibly back-to-back to other meetings to save money) are considered as a good way of future collaborative work. (see below):

Terms of reference and mandate of the future Team of Specialists on co-operation 


ToR of the new ToS (if any) should be based on the above mentioned issues. Not only assistance to “CITS” but assistance to forests of the whole continent.
Specific interests (and tasks for ToS, WG or Task Forces):

· support of private forestry;
· improvement of forestry and environment related legislation;

· education on various levels (from children to MPs), improvement of PR in forestry;

· improvement of non-wood benefits and forest functions valuation;

· balanced economic, ecologic and socio-cultural elements of forestry in political documents;
· participatory approach in solution of important forestry issues including better communication between governmental and non-governmental institutions and organizations involved in forestry and environment.






� Official data of 2003 are not available yet.


� On deadline day of this report there is no precise information available on how the forestry will be represented in the proposed organizational structure after the March 1, 2004.


� Because of this need, the Czech Republic is supportive to the Austrian idea to include “forests” into the basic documents of the Community. 
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