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Bosnia and Herzegovina

(submitted to the ToS meeting in the letter format)
How Bosnia and Herzegovina has been constituted (formed) causes problems in forestry which none of the countries that were in transition ever had. It is organised in two entities: The Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina (F&H) and Republica Serpska (RS). There is not one institution, on the governmental level for forestry, and as such, no representative that can represent the forestry of the country.

The forestry of Bosnia and Herzegovina is very chaotically organized and differently in both entities. In the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina it is in the process of reorganising itself by the laws that were made in 2002.

The management of the forestry is also different. On the territory of RS the most important firm is "Srpske šume" (The Serbian Forest), in Sokolac as the central institution for forestry and it is estimated that has around 1.102.332 hectares of forest and forestland.

On the side of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina there are three levels when the firms are concerned:

· on the federal level

· on the cantonal level and

· on the level of the municipality

They do not have a consistent that is mutual forest policy. It has around 1.447.526 hectares of forest land. The owners are still, dominantly 80% Governmental and 20% in the private sector. It is to be expected that a small percent of the sum will go back to the private sector.

The privatisation of the land is being done totally different in both entities, and there is a great difference in the two entities as well.

The forests in Bosnia and Herzegovina have been mostly devastated and damaged during the war (aggression) and there is a great problem concerning the mines, which can be found in 20% of the land of the total sum.

As such without the help of the European and World forestry institutions we are not able to overcome the problem of ownership of these forests.

We can see from the above mentioned that is practically impossible to impose a united policy concerning the forestry in Bosnia and Herzegovina without involving the international European forestry institutions, which would give the main strategy for an united institution in forestry, as the only solution for the protection of our natural resources of our land.

Not only that our forests represent the natural resource of our country but also Europe and the World, but they also represent a very big factor in our economy which we cannot and will not ignore. Furthermore, we think that it is important to take steps in forming a management that will be for the whole country. In this process the international European forestry institutions will be needed.
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