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Historical review: 

Since the beginning of the 1970´s the ties between Austria and its neighbouring countries have been strengthened by an increase of visits and exchanges of experts between Austria and the CITs. Since the onset of re-privatisation in these countries, forestry experts have expressed a special interest in the Austrian Model of forest management and administration.

Implementation of Resolution H3 of the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe (MCPFE):

The activities in the line of the Resolution H3 have mostly taken place in the form of Study Tours as well as Workshops.

Workshops sponsored by the Austrian Government such as legislation, public relations, mountain forestry have been organised for participants from countries in transition in the last years.

More and more the private sector engages in such activities, such as the Austrian Federal Forestry Company (ÖBF AG), to be considered as private sector because this shareholder company acts like a private company. The close relations have also extended from the Federal Organisations to regional forest organisations and regional private interest groups due to the geographic proximity to the CITs.

The declarations and resolutions of the Ministerial conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe give a certain guidance for topical issues and challenges in the pan-European region.

Cooperation in 2002-2003:

A TAIEX Workshop, which took place in Salzburg in July 2003, focused on “EU policy and legislation influence on sustainable forest management” with more than 50 participants from 13 central and eastern European countries.

In the last 2 years the technical cooperation in the field of forestry with Poland and Hungary has been continued. This cooperation exists since the 1970´s, involving several visits of small expert-teams per year.

The cooperation and projects of the Austrian Federal Forestry Company (Consulting bureau) are listed in the attached document.

