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Introduction


Acting within the frames of the MCPFE Work Programme 2003-2007 activity, the European Environment Agency (EEA) of the European Union, in cooperation with consortium of forest experts from a number of European countries lead by the Italian Academy of Forest Sciences has developed a new proposal for the classification of forest types in Europe (EEA Technical Report: “European Forest Types – categories and types for sustainable management reporting and policy”, 2006
). Following the relevant MCPFE commitments regarding the “Improved Pan-European Indicators for Sustainable Forest Management” and subsequently on SFM assessment in Europe, reporting for 7 of in total 35 quantitative indicators are now required by forest type. Forest type classification, namely 14 categories included in the EEA Technical Report is supposed to serve as forest type framework for future pan-European reporting on forests and SFM.

The basic idea behind the proposed ‘European Forest Types’, as discussed during a decade among a large number of European forest researchers within IUFRO
, is to serve as a framework for ecological assessment of European forests, i.e. considering the different main categories will enable a more relevant and precise discussion on the state and pressures on the European forest ecosystems and actions needed
. Forest data presented according to these categories will thus support this kind of assessments. As the conditions within the categories may vary – they do! – it may sometimes not be possible to ‘mechanically’ classify forest in the field accordingly (cf. the concept of ‘potential natural vegetation’!). Nevertheless, as guidance, the EEA Report on European Forest Types presents a classification scheme as well as descriptions of a larger number of Types which highlight which forest make up the categories.
In the light of the above, it is of utmost importance to learn the views of the National Correspondents on the feasibility of reporting according to the new classification of forest types in Europe. All comments regarding both the proposed classification and methodological/technical aspects of its application at national level will be a significant help for planning and initialising future actions in this respect. When responding this questionnaire, due to the complex and often specific character of issues included in the proposed classification, possible contacting national site classification experts may be helpful. 
Questionnaire

I. General aspects of the new forest types classification – refers to the current or latest source data
1. 
Are the new European Forest Types clear and readable? Do they allow the reporting of data into logical, understandable and comprehensive units?

Yes  [  ]    

Partly [  ]     

 No  [  ]
In the case of “partly” or “no”, please explain why, if possible
	


2.
Does the system for national data reclassification to the proposed categories exist in your country?

Yes  [  ]    

 No  [  ]
3.
Whether the new classification types (categories) represent the main forest types occurring in your country?
Yes  [  ]    

 No  [  ]
3.1
If not, are the national forest types that are not classifiable into the new system?

	


3.2
What is the share of forest area that is not covered by proposed system?

	


4.
In case the present national inventory system does not allow for reporting on forests according to the new classification, would new/expected/foresight inventory system (if relevant) enable reclassification of national categories to the proposed one?

Yes  [  ]    

Partly [  ]     

 No  [  ]
In the case of “partly” or “no”, please explain why, if possible
	


II. Information on “forest type” indicators feasibility
	Criterion
	No
	Indicator
	2010
	2005
	2000
	1990
	Comments

	C 1: Maintenance and Appropriate Enhancement of Forest Resources and their Contribution to Global Carbon Cycles
	1.1
	Forest area
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1.2
	Growing stock
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1.3
	Age structure and/or diameter distribution
	
	
	
	
	

	C 2: Maintenance of Forest Ecosystem Health and Vitality
	2.4
	Forest damage
	
	
	
	
	

	C 4: Maintenance, Conservation and Appropriate Enhancement of Biological Diversity in Forest Ecosystems
	4.1
	Tree species composition
	
	
	
	
	

	
	4.2
	Regeneration(
	
	
	
	
	

	
	4.3
	Naturalness
	
	
	
	
	

	
	4.5
	Deadwood
	
	
	
	
	


Y – feasible
N – not feasible
III. Views on Future Reporting
What is your opinion on shape of data divided by forest types in the next reporting cycle? Please select and mark one option.
(
Report exclusively according to the new classification (14 categories) for all reporting periods
(
Report exclusively according to the old classification (3 categories), for all reporting periods
(
Report according to the old classification (3 categories) for past reporting periods and according to the new classification (14 categories) for the last reporting period

(
Report according to the old classification (all indicators) and simultaneously report on selected indicators (pilot phase) according to the new system, choose indicator(s):   
 1.1 (
1.2 (
1.3 (
2.4 (
4.1 (
4.2 (
4.3 (
4.5 (


(
Report according to the new classification (14 categories) for the last reporting period
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…………………………….















� The report can be downloaded at � HYPERLINK "http://reports.eea.europa.eu/technical_report_2006_9/en" ��http://reports.eea.europa.eu/technical_report_2006_9/en� . The presently available report was revised in 2007. A third edition is planned late 2008, allowing to include clarifications needed in light of experiences of ongoing testing of the system.


� http://www.iufro.org/science/divisions/division-8/80000/80200/80201/


� This is exemplified in the recent EEA Report ‘European forests – ecosystem conditions and sustainable use’ published 22 May 2008 at � HYPERLINK "http://www.eea.europa.eu" ��http://www.eea.europa.eu�


( reported by ”forest type” in SoEF2007
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