
 
Annual meeting of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe and  

the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations  
Forest Communicators Network 

 
23-25 April 2014 – Berlin, Germany 

 
Meeting report 

 
 
Opening and welcome 
 

1. Mr Matthias Schwoerer, Head of Division, European and International Forest Policy, at the 
German Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection opened the 
meeting. He welcomed participants and thanked them for coming to Berlin. He then briefed 
the participants on the need to pass the FCN message to the larger public. Mr Schwoerer 
also stressed the importance of forests’ data in crafting solid outreach messages. 
  

2. A welcoming speech was also delivered by Mr Marcus Kühling, CEO of the German Forest 
Society, who thanked participants for coming to Berlin. 
 

3. Welcoming speeches were also delivered by Ms Paola Deda, Chief of the UNECE/FAO 
Forestry and Timber Section and Mr Ingwald Gschwandtl, Forest Communicators Network 
Team Leader. Mr Gschwandtl expressed his gratitude to the German colleagues for their 
involvement and contribution in organizing this event. Recalling the history of the Forest 
Communicators Network (FCN) he shared his commitment to creating other regional 
networks formally detached, but partner of the FCN. He also highlighted the need to focus 
more on new technologies and social media in sharing the FCN messages.  
 

4. Ms Deda also expressed gratitude to the German colleagues for organizing the meeting. She 
then moved to underline that communication has been included into the Rovaniemi Action 
Plan, and that there is a need to find more attractive, effective and transversal methods to 
share the massages on forests.  
 

5. Ms Deda, in a brief presentation, presented the new mandate of the FCN, which is attached 
to the report. She also reminded to the participants the general rules and regulations of the 
UNECE/FAO Teams of Specialists.    

 
 
Election of the Leader and Deputy Leaders and Adoption of the Agenda 

 
6. Mr Gschwandtl reminded participants of the need to elect a new Team Leader and new 

Deputy Leaders. Mr Janse Gerben, of the Swedish Forest Agency, took the floor and 
proposed to confirm the current Team Leader and Deputy Leaders. No objections were 
raised. Mr Ingwald Gschwandtl was confirmed FCN Team Leader; Mr Kai Lintunen, Ms 
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Pille Rõivas, Mr Colin Morton, and Mr Tomass Kotovics, were confirmed as Deputy 
Leaders.  
 

7. The proposed agenda for the 2014 FCN meeting was adopted.  
 
 
Item I:  Catching up with the world 
 
      Global Megatrends impacting the forests sector 
 

8. By showcasing the major scientific, social and technical trends impacting the forest sector, 
presenters highlighted the value of forests and the importance to address those issues in 
crafting messages and communication strategies that touch upon multiple sectors. The 
presentations highlighted the importance of looking at the bigger picture when thinking of 
forests, as it is only through those that climate change can be mitigated. The importance to 
address the complex relation between forests, agriculture and food security also emerged 
prominently.    

 
Regional Forest Communicators networks, their consolidation and global interconnection 
 
9. Ms Maria De Cristofaro, Communications Officer at FAO, reported on the various regional 

communicators’ networks that have been established in Latin America, Asia, and Africa and 
briefed the participants on the creation of an additional Mediterranean and Near East 
communication network. She informed the participants that FAO has established a global 
coordination group in which experts and participants from each region are represented. This 
coordination group will facilitate and give structure to the interaction between the regional 
networks and will coordinate global campaigns like IDF and WFC. Ms De Cristofaro also 
proposed that the FCN adopt similar methods to those used by the regional networks 
including Google+, social media and other information sharing technologies communicate 
among FCN.  
 

10. Paola Deda suggested to also establish and use flexible and modern information-sharing 
systems, which are in general acceptable also to the United Nations, with the due 
exceptions.  

 
11. Mr Tomass Kotovics, Head of Corporate Communication of the Latvian State Forests, 

briefed participants on the recent establishment of a communicators’ group within 
EUSTAFOR. Being in that network as well as in the FCN, Mr Kotovics proposed to act as a 
liaising officer between the two groups. The proposal was welcomed by the membership.   

 
Upcoming major international forest events  

 
12. In the period 2014-2015 a number of important forest-related events are scheduled. The 

presentations showed the key role of linking forest issues to other sectors in order to amplify 
their resonance with a larger audience.  
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13. Ms Deda took the floor and proposed to focus next year’s European Forest Week and 
International Day of Forests on “Forest and Food”, also in light of the UN participation to 
the Expo2015 that will take place in Milan next year and will be focused on the same theme. 
The proposal was welcomed by the participants and Mr Gschwandtl underlined the 
importance of coordinating European Forest Week and International Day of Forests in 
advance so to create a solid, unified message. Mr Alan Kocher informed that the EFW 2015 
is scheduled for November 2 through 6 in Engelberg, Switzerland, and on behalf of the 
Swiss Federal Office for the Environment invited participants in the FCN to Engelberg. The 
success of the EFW 2013 shall motivate organizers to do their best to match this standard. 
Mr Kocher presented a new type of pencil that was launched by Caran d’Ache on the 
International Day of Forests, also to promote the use of indigenous beech wood (Fagus 
sylvatica) from the Jura mountains. Usually pencils are made of imported Juniperus 
virginiana. 
 

14. The FCN participants showed support to the EFW 2015.   
 
15. European Forest Week 2013: Mr Kai Lintunen recalled some of the images and presented 

results of the EFW 2013, held in December in Rovaniemi. Members exchanged some 
experiences made and lessons learned. The widely broadcasted video which had been 
produced under the auspices of FAO in Rome was showcased and praised as a successful 
example of video communication. . 
 

16. The final theme for the 2015 will be decided at the upcoming CPF meeting to take place in 
Rome in the margins of COFO. In this regard Ms Mita Sen, Communications Officer of the 
UNFF Secretariat, explained that from now on the IDF will follow a thematic focus.  

 
Forests as part of the future UN sustainable development goals  

 
17. UN representatives presented existing work developed to enhance inclusion of forests in the 

post-2015 agenda. It was stated that it is highly unlikely that a self-standing forest SDG will 
be approved. The target for foresters, at this stage, is to work for the recognition of the 
cross-sectors importance of forests, and the need to have forests present in working and 
political agendas.  
 

18. A discussion ensued which brought various proposals on how to reach these objectives. 
Some of the main issue raised were related to the need to create simpler, sharper massages. 
It was commonly understood that the workshop on communicating the forest sector in a 
green economy—planned for Wednesday 24 April—was the natural place where to take a 
concrete step in this direction. The results of this exercise are reported in Annex 1.  
 

19. Through this discussion, it emerged the proposal to create a two-pager with questions 
regarding the importance of forests for SDGs that should be submitted to the participants of 
the Forests and Sustainable Development Goals meeting that will take place in Geneva on 
July 16, 2014.  
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20. Participants approved the idea and agreed to review such a document and deliver it in time 
for the meeting on June 16.  

 
 
Item II Learning from experiences 
 

21. Maria De Cristofaro reported on the successful communication outreach activities for the 
International Day of Forests 2014 and the European Forest Week 2013. The EFW 
presentation highlighted the way in which outreach activities were enhanced by the joint 
communication efforts of the forest communicators networks, the events held in Geneva and 
New York in occasion of the 2014 Day of Forests were also good examples of cross-sector 
communications projects. The first was geared around forest, women and sustainable 
development; the second focused on the relation between forests and sustainable fashion.    
 

22. Mr Kühling noted that two logos—one created by the UN and one by FAO—were 
developed for the IDF. He noticed that this was detrimental in terms of brand recognition. 
Participants indicated their preference for having one logo only and invited FAO and the UN 
to discuss the matter internally.  
 

23. Dirk Schmechel, Bavarian State Institute of Forestry (Germany), shared with the 
participants the activities carried out, and future plans, of the FCN Sub-Group on Forest 
Pedagogics. The wok of this group is considered by FCN participants a European success 
story in connecting children with forests and foresters.  
 

24. It was decided to continue the FCN-Sub-Group on Forest Pedagogics, led by a steering-
group with Anna Pikus (Poland), Björn-Helge Björnstadt (Norway), Thomas Baschny 
(Austria) and Dirk Schmechel (Germany). 
 

25. Representatives of countries and organisations presented best practice examples in forest 
communication (see agenda attached as Annex 3) 

 
 
Item III:  Opportunities and Challenges for Communicating on Forests 
 

The forest sector in the context of a green economy – What to communicate and how 
 

26. The presenters focused on illustrating in detail the strategies they have implemented to run 
campaigns on the role and impact of forests within a green(er) economy. Examples were 
made of efforts to use all the tools in the communicators’ toolkit, from videos to 
photographs, from wood-based gadgets to social media. Lesson learned and best practices 
were shared.  

 
Workshop on communicating the forest sector in a green economy 
 
27. Building on experiences made and lessons learned, participants divided in 3 groups to 

discuss potential messages to communicate the impact of the forest sector in the green 
economy. The results of this exercise are presented in Annex 1 of this report. 
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28. The afternoon was devoted to a field trip to the urban forests of Berlin, where local outreach 
and forest-awareness projects were showcased.  

29. The three groups illustrated the outcomes of their exercise. These will be presented in 
Annex 1.  

 
Twitter, Facebook, You Tube, LinkedIn, Blogs etc. - New tools in the communicator's toolbox 

 
30. A further round of presentations focussed on the potential and the risks of using new social 

media for systematic communication. 
 

31. Mr Stephan Balzer, from TEDx Berlin, introduced the TED concept. TED is a platform for 
ideas worth spreading. Started in 1984 as a conference where technology, entertainment and 
design converged, TED today shares ideas from a broad spectrum — from science to 
business to global issues — in more than 100 languages. Meanwhile, independent TEDx 
events help share ideas in communities around the world. He contributed with his 
experience and underlined the importance of storytelling in shaping one’s message and 
pointed to the most impressive outreach TED conferences achieve through YouTube. His 
presentation sparked discussion, which elaborated on the usefulness of TED’s approach in 
presenting forest issues.  
 

32. Mr David Abbas, Public Information Officer at UNFCCC, focused on the communications 
strategy in regards to the Clean Development Mechanism. The breath and multi-layered 
approach of the strategy sparked a fruitful discussion among members and gave fresh and 
innovative ideas on how to communicate complex findings in simple and sharp messages.  
 

33. Two students of Euroforester, a Master’s degree of the Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences, focused on sharing their ideas about possible activities to be developed an the 
occasion of the European Forest Week. A discussion followed that highlighted the issues 
faced by young foresters and further ideas were shared on how to better reach out to young 
people. 
 

34. Mr Kraxner proposed to open the FCN meetings to students and young people so to have a 
two-way learning experience with them. This proposal was welcomed both by the students 
present at the meeting and by the participants. It was decided to involve Forestry Students as 
much as possible into FCN work, e. g. through the International Forestry Student 
Association (IFSA). 

  
 
Item IV:       FCN Business 
 

35. Mr Gschwandtl wrapped up the meeting by highlighting the importance of the on lessons 
learned and success stories shared by of FCN participants and also mentioned the 
importance of bringing external voices to gather new and fresh ideas for the future forest 
communications strategies.  
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36. Ms Deda reminded the need to produce, circulate and approve a two-pager with questions 
for participants to the Forests and Sustainable Development Goals meeting before June 16. 
It was agreed that this text should be circulated among FCN members in the form of email 
attachment. Mr Gschwandtl agreed with this proposal and confirmed the need to finalize the 
document ahead of the June 16 meeting.   
 

37. Mr Gschwandtl proposed to create a Strategic Task Force around FCN leaders to prepare a 
follow up to the Berlin meeting and to set out the agenda for the 2015 meeting according to 
the new FCN mandate. In particular the Strategic Task Force will look at:  
 

a. preparatory work for an update of the Strategic Framework on Forest 
Communication in Europe; 

b. work on recommendations for the International Forest Day 2015, European Forest 
Week 2015 and any other relevant major events; 

c. preparations for the next coming FCN annual meetings; 
d. identifying any other emerging issues relevant to FCN work. 

 
38. This proposal was accepted by participants 

 
39. It was suggested to establish a ‘Google group’ or a similar system for more regular 

interaction among FCN members. Participants welcomed the offer of Marcus Kühling to 
explore possibilities for setting it up. 

 
40. The Secretariat of the UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section will elaborate further on 

the FCN recommendations developed in Berlin concerning forests in future SDGs and 
forests in green economy and share the outcomes with the Berlin participants for eventual 
further comments and further promotion of the issue 
 

41. The Secretariat of the UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section was requested to draft the 
meeting report and to circulate it to the participants for comments 

 
42. The next annual meeting of FCN is scheduled to be held in Barcelona, in April 2015. EFI, 

the host organization, will liaise with the Secretariat and the FCN Leaders to define dates 
and specify on modalities for the organization of the meeting.  
 

43. Ms Deda recalled that the FCN meeting need to be organized with the full involvement of 
the Secretariat.  
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Annex 1 
 
Outcomes of the workshop on communicating the forest sector in a green 
economy 
 
 
Group 1 
 

- Why should we try to find the key messages? 
o To make ourselves relevant. 

 
- What do we understand with Green Economy? 

o More than fibers 
o More than the “old SFM” 
o Resource efficiency 
o Socially inclusive 
o Utopia?  

 
- What are our target groups? 

o Politicians/Policy makers (votes) 
o Media (tool, knowledge, info) 
o NGOs and Financial competitors 

 
- How do we reach the target groups we established? 

o Politicians 
 What is in it for you and your constituency? 

o Industry  
 Greener image 
 Short-term vision 
 Big ones 
 SME 

• Religion 
• Family 

 
- What is the strategy in our messages? 

o Simple facts 
o Being fashionable 
o Creating jobs (greener, safer) 
o Ethical 
o Emotions/stories/images 
o Join forces with ToS on Green Jobs 
o Link to subgroup FP 

 
- Key Messages 

o Challenge people  
 There is no green economy without forests 
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 Want a green economy? Not without forests!  
 Where do you want your:  

• Paycheck coming from? 
• Energy coming from? 
• House coming from? 

 
 
 
Group 2 
 

- Challenge: lack of clarity in scope for definition  
 

- Green economy is: 
o Responsible production/marketing/consumption 
o Based on renewable resources 
o Solar energy as forest growth agent 
o Not all forest products are green 
o Includes social dimension 
o Efficient supply chain/reuse 
o Does not deplete carbon FF  climate change ≠ low carbon 
o CSR, CERT 

 
- Audience: 

o Decision makers 
o Finance community 
o Private sector  CSR 

 
- Five points about green economy: 

o Just production and consumption 
o LC forest sector 
o Green jobs (decent!) 
o Long term provision of forest services 
o Policy development and monitoring  communication 

 
- Key Messages: 

o Forest Products are innovative (show it) 
o We rely on forest products in or daily lives 
o Forest products are multi-purpose – discover them 
o Forest products are pillar of green economy 
o Social backbone of rural life 
o People and forest: virtuous circle 
o Countries’ economies (jobs) 
o Green = healthier 
o Forest products are everywhere! 
o We are all forest dependent people 
o Forest are oxygen (climate change) 
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Group 3 
 

- What is green economy? 
o How are you connected with green economy on a daily bases? 

 Clean air 
 Green energy 
 Clean water 

• Basically natural resources with which we are connected on a daily 
bases.  
 

- Target group:  
o People that live in urban areas 

 
- The communication should be shaped around: 

o  Services 
o Positive messaging 

 
- Key Messages: 

o Could you imagine a green economy without forests? 
o Green economy grows with trees 
o Forest are working 24/7 
o Forest offer solutions  
o Life starts at the forests 
o Buying a wooden product is good for: 

 the forest  
 for your wallet 
 for the stakeholders 
 for the natural capital  

o Forest create a cleaner, better, greener future for your children 
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Annex 2 
 
 
List of Participants 
 
 
 
 
Country Organization Full name Email 

Austria Federal Ministry  
Director 

 – Forest Policy and 
Information 

Ingwald 
GSCHWANDTL 

ingwald.gschwandtl@lebensministerium.a
t 

Austria IUFRO (Headquarters)  
Austria 

Gerda WOLFRUM wolfrum@iufro.org 

Austria IUFRO Robert BURT bburt3@cogeco.ca 
Austria IIASA Florian KRAXNER kraxner@iiasa.ac.at 

Sweden Swedish Forest Agency Gerben JANSE gerben.janse@skogsstyrelsen.se 
Sweden Swedish University of 

Agricultural Sciences 
Veronika 

ENGELMANN 
Veronika.engelmann@gmail.com 

Sweden Swedish University of 
Agricultural Sciences 

Daniela 
KLEINSCHMIT 

Daniela.kleinschmit@slu.se 

Belgium European Commission, Tamas SZEDLAK tamas.szedlak@ec.europa.eu 
Italy FAO Maria De 

CRİSTOFARO 
Maria.decristofaro@fao.org 

Estonia Ministry of 
Environment 

Pille ROİVAS pille.roivas@envir.ee 

Finland Finnish Forest 
Association 

Lintunen KAİ kai.lintunen@smy.fi 

Finland European Forest 
Institute 

Anu RUUSILA Anu.ruusila@efi.int 

ECE/FAO UNECE/FAO Forestry 
and Timber Section 

Paola DEDA paola.deda@unece.org 

ECE/FAO UNECE/FAO Forestry 
and Timber Section 

Paolo CRAVERO paolo.cravero@unece.org 

UNFF UNFF Secretariat Mita SEN sen@un.org 
Latvia LVM, Latvia’s State 

Forests 
Tomass 

KOTOVİCS 
t.kotovics@lvm.lv  

Latvia PEFC Latvia Aiga GRASMANE Aiga.grasmane@mezaipasnieki.lv 
Spain FOREST EUROPE,  

Liaison Unit Madrid 
Marta 

CHICHARRO 
marta.chicharro@foresteurope.org 

Spain European Forest 
Institute 

Roser CABRE’-
VERDIELL 

roser.cabre-verdiell@efi.int 

Meeting of the UNECE/FAO Forest Communicators Network 
23-25 April 2014 
Berlin, Germany 
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Spain European Forest 
Institute 

Laura FURONES laura.furones@efi.int 

Spain SDL Investigation y 
Divulgation del Medio 

Ambiente, S.L 

Susana 
DOMINGUEZ 

susanad@sdlmedioambiente.com 

Switzerlan
d 

Federal Office for 
Environment 

Alan E. KOCHER kocher@bzwlyss.ch 

Iceland Iceland Forest Service Pétur 
HALLDORSSON 

petur@skogur.is 

Czech 
Republic 

Forest Management 
Institute 

Zuzana 
JANKOVSKA 

Jankovska.zuzana@uhul.cz 

Czech 
Republic 

Faculty of Forestry and 
Wood Sciences, Prague 

Marcel RIEDL riedl@fld.czu.cz 

Czech 
Republic 

Ministry of Agriculture Pavlina 
VASICKOVA 

Pavlina.vasickova@ec.europa.eu 

Poland Union of European 
Foresters 

Tomasz 
MARKIEWCZ 

Tomasz.markiewicz@poznan.lasy.gov.pl 

Poland Centrum Informacyjne 
Lasow Panstwowych 

Anna PIKUS a.pikus@cilp.lasy.gov.pl 

Germany Bavarian State Institute 
of Forestry and FCN 

Subgroup 
Forestpedagogy 

Dirk 
SCHMECHEL 

Dirk.schmechel@iwf.bayern.de 

Germany German Forest Society Sabine 
SCHREINER 

info@forstverein.de 

Germany Federal Ministry of 
Food and Agriculture 

Matthias 
SCHWOERER 

Matthias.schwoerer@bmel.bund.de 

Germany Berliner Forsten Marc FRANUSH Marc.franush@senstadt.berlin.de 
Germany Federal office of 

Agriculture and Food 
Dagmar 

BARKMANN 
info@waldkulturerbe.de 

Germany Berliner Forsten Thorsten WIEHLE Thorsten.whiele@senstadt.berlin.de 
Germany German Forest Society Marcus KÜHLİNG kuehling@forstverein.de 

UK Forestry commission Morton COLİN colin.morton@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 
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Annex 3 
 

Agenda 
 
Day 1, 23 April 2014 
 

• Welcoming words    
Marcus Kühling, German Forest Society 
Matthias Schwörer, Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture  

 
• Introductory remarks  

Paola Deda, UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section 
Ingwald Gschwandtl, Austria, FCN Leader 

 
• Adoption of agenda 

  
• Presentation of the new Forest Communicators Network Mandate 

Paola Deda, UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section 
 

• Election of FCN officers 
 
 

I. Catching up with the world 
 
I.1. Global Megatrends impacting the forest sector  

o Drivers, Trade-offs and Impacts on Future Forests  (Florian Kraxner, IIASA) 
o General Trends and Future Developments from the Forest Science Perspective 

(Gerda Wolfrum and Bob Burt, IUFRO) 
o Questions & Answers (Q&A) 

 
I.2. Regional Forest Communicators Networks, their consolidation and global interconnection  

o State of the art and further needs for cooperation and exchange of experience (Maria 
DeCristofaro, FAO, Colin Morton, UK, and Kai Lintunen, Finland) 

o Q&A  
 

I.3. Up-coming major international forest events – an overview  
o IUFRO World Congress  -  October 2014, Salt Lake City, USA 
o UNFF 11 – May 2015, New York, USA 
o World Forestry Congress – September 2015, Durban, South Africa 
o FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference – fall 2015, Madrid, Spain 
o European Forest Week and ‘Silva2015’ – November 2015, Engelberg, Switzerland 
o International Forest Day – 21 March 2015, everywhere 
o EFI Annual Conference 
o Q&A  

 
I.4. Forests as part of future UN sustainable development goals 

o Background presentations (Paola Deda, UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section, 
and Mita Sen, UNFF Secretariat)  
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o Discussions on how to promote the process of possible inclusion of forests in the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through communication means.  
 
 

II Learning from experiences 
 

II.1. The European Forest Week 2013 – what was achieved, what did we learn 
   Maria DeCristofaro, FAO and Paola Deda, UNECE 

 
II.2. The International Forest Day 2014 

Maria DeCristofaro, FAO, Paola Deda, UNECE and Mita Sen, UNFF Secretariat 
 
II.3. Forest Pedagogics – connecting kids with forests and foresters – how to further promote a 

European success story 
Dirk Schmechel, FCN Sub-Group on Forest Paedagogics 

 
II.4. Best practice in forest communication – examples from countries and organisations 

o Forest Communication Tool Kit (Maria DeCristofaro, FAO) 
o 300 years sustainability (Marcus Kühling, Germany) 
o ‘Show off your Forest’ (Marta Chicharro, FOREST EUROPE) 
o EFW2013 Video Clip (Kai Lintunen, Finland) 
o EU wide kids drawing competition (Tamass Szedlak, European 

Commission) 
o Forest Cultural Heritage (Dagmar Barkmann, Germany) 

 
 
Day 2, 24 April 2014 
 
III. Opportunities and Challenges for communicating on forests  
 
III.1. The forest sector in the context of green economy - What to communicate and how 

o Background presentation (Paola Deda, UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section) 
o Hot potatoes – conflicting messages on forests, forest products and their use 

 Save the planet – use forests? (Kai Lintunen, Finland) 
 The fight over forest biomass – pulp and paper or energy? (Martin Bentile, 

Germany) 
o Q&A  

 
o Workshop conducted in 3 break-up groups to discuss how to communicate the forest 

sector in a green economy.  
Main outcomes expected:  

o Key messages on forests and the green economy 
o Approaches on how to communicate selectively and effectively 

 
 
Field Trip to Berlin city forests 
Practical examples of forest communication in urban forests 
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Day 3, 25 April 2014 
 
III. Opportunities and Challenges for communicating on forests (continued) 

 
III. 1. Outcomes of the workshop on communicating the forest sector in a green economy 

o Presentations of group work 
o Discussions  

 
 

III.2. Twitter, Facebook, You Tube, LinkedIn, Blogs etc. - New tools in the communicator's toolbox 
 

o Key note presentations on potential and risks for systematic communication 
 Stefan Balzer, TEDx Berlin 
 David Abbas, UNFCCC Secretariat 

 
o Sharing experiences made in forest communication 

 European Forest Week 2013 as a case (Daniela Kleinschmit and Students of the 
Euroforester Masters Course from Iceland and Sweden) 

 Further inputs by participants  
 
 

IV. FCN Business 
 

o Decisions on follow up arrangements for the tasks set out in the new FCN Mandate 
o Time and place of next meeting 
o Meeting report 
o Any other business 
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Annex 4 
 
ECE/FAO Team of Specialists on Forest Communication 
  (Forest Communicators’ Network) 

Reference to Integrated Work Programme: 

Work Area 3, “Communication and outreach” 

 A. Objectives 

To improve the ability of the forest sector to communicate effectively within and outside 
the sector, by: 

1. Providing a forum for international interaction and cooperation in forest related 
communications;  

2. Strengthening the ability of the Committee, the Commission and the Working Party 
on Forest Statistics, Economics and Management to reach out to relevant 
constituencies, within and outside the forest sector, including through cooperation 
with other Teams of Specialists;  

3. Developing the professionalism of forest communicators by introducing and 
encouraging state of the art and innovative communication approaches, 
strengthening networking and supporting capacities in the region. 

 B. Activities 

The ToS provides advice in the communication field to benefit of the forest community by: 

1.  Supporting COFFI and EFC in reaching out to relevant constituencies, within and 
outside the forest sector; 

2.  Developing a revised version of the Strategic Framework for Forest Communication 
in Europe that addresses current trends and the latest developments in the forest 
scene; 

3.  Developing a fact sheet or leaflet on the role of forests and forests products in 
contributing to a green economy – These materials could be used to support future 
forest-related awareness campaigns (i.e. International Day of Forests, European 
Forest Week, and other related events); 

4.  Advising FAO on the establishment of forest communicators networks in other 
world regions as well as sharing information and experience with such networks; 

5.  Developing a set of recommendations for promoting the educational tool on the state 
of forests in Europe and relevant publications or material on forest pedagogics. 
Involve the Forest Pedagogics Group in disseminating the tool and identifying 
relevant stakeholders to further develop the tool and/or translate it into other 
languages; 

6.  Cooperating with the Forest Europe Liaison Unit and other relevant institutions, 
organisations, processes and initiatives, on matters relevant to forest communication;  

7.  Identifying other communication work of relevance to forests as well as 
information-sharing platforms developed by civil society;  

8.  Developing a concept and seeking funding for a possible second (follow-up) survey 
on the public perception of forests and the forest sector in Europe, 
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9. Contributing to capacity-building activities for forest communication. 

 C. Expected major outputs 

1. Revised version of the Strategic Framework for Forest Communication in Europe by 
the end of 2015; 

2. Fact sheet or leaflet with key messages on the role of forests, forest products and 
their role in a green economy by the end of 2014; 

3. Information note on the development of other regional forest communicators 
networks – to be included in the annual team activities’ annual report; 

4. Draft set of recommendations for the promotion of forest education and pedagogics 
by the end of 2014. 

 D. Background 

Established/ 
Approved by: 

The ECE Committee on Forests and the Forest Industry and the 
FAO European Forestry Commission, Rovaniemi, Finland, 
2013. 

Duration: From January 2014 to December 2015. Renewable 

Methods of work: Networking, meetings, workshops, advice on forest 
communication related issues, including for awareness 
campaigns. 

Reporting: Annually, to the Joint ECE/FAO Working Party on Forest 
Statistics, Economics and Management 

Team leader: To be elected at first Team meeting 
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