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Introduction

1. The Timber Committee held its thirty-fifth session in Geneva from 17 to 21 
October 1977- The session was attended by representatives from the following ECE 
countries; Austria; Belgium; ‘ Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic; Canada; 
Czechoslovakia; Finland; France; German Democratic Republic; Germany, Federal 
Republic of; Greece; Hungary; Ireland; Italy;: , Luxembourg; Netherlands; Norway; 
Poland; Portugal; Romania; Spain; Svreden; Switzerland; Turkey; Ukranian 
Soviet Socialist Republic; Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland; United States of America; Yugoslavia, l/
2. The following United Nations and specialized agencies were represented;
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD); the International 
Labour Organization (iLO); the Food a,nd Agriculture Organization (FAO); UNCTAD/
GATT International Trade Centre (iTC).
3. The following intergovernmental organization participated; The European 
Economic Community (EEC).

'4* The following non-governmental organizations were represented; the European 
Federation of Plyxiood Industries (FEIC); the European Federation of Associations of 
Particle Board Manufacturers (FESYP); the Organization of European Зах'Л1а111п§ Indus
tries (OES).

5. The Chairman of the Timber Committee, Mr. F. Palmer (United Kingdom) opened the 
session and welcomed delegates.
6. The Committee paid homage to the memory of Mr. Gleb Nikolaev, Yice-Chairman 
of V/O Exportles, for many years delegate of the USSR to the Committee.
Adoption of the Agenda (item 1 of the Agenda,)

7. The provisional agenda (ECE/TIM/10) presented by the secretariat, was adopted.
8. The Committee, noted that it ha,d not been possible to process issue some of 
the basic documents prepared in connexion with its session until very shortly before 
the opening of the session, thus leaving insufficient time for délestions to study 
them in advance. The Committee regretted tîiis situation and hoped that measures 
would be taken to improve it.

Election of officers (item 2 of the Agenda)
9. The Committee re-elected Mr. P. Palmer (United Kingdom), Chairman, and 
Mr, V. Nemtsov (USSR) and Mr. A. Proncillo (Italy), Vice-Chairmen.

l/ Further details on participation may be obtained from the secretariat: 
ECE/PAO Timber Division, Palais des Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 10.



Matters arising out of the thirty-second session of the Commission (item 3 of the 
Agenda)
10. The Committee was. informed of the Commission's discussion of its work, and
took note of the resolution and decisions of the Commission, on the basis of document 
TIM/.E.30. The Committee agreed to take account of these discussions, resolution and 
decisions in its session, and notably when deciding on its programme of work.

Activities of other international bodies relevant to the xiork of the Committee 
(item 4 of the Agenda)

11. The Committee was informed of the forthcoming PAO Regional Conference for 
Europe to be held in September 197S at Lisbon (Portugal). A main concem of the 
Conference would be to evaluate the long-term policy implications of the study 
European Timber Trends and Prospects, 1950 to 2000, which had been prepared under . 
the joint auspices of the Timber Committee and the Ш 1О European Forestry Commission. 
The results of the FAO Regional Conference v/ould be of great relevance to the Timber 
Committee in its work on long-term trends in the European forest industries. The 
Committee suggested that delegates dravr the attention of their competent national 
authorities to the Conference, and to the suggestion of the PAO Committee on Forestry 
that, forestry and timber, interests should be represented, at the Conference.

12. The Committee v/as informed of the results of the eighteenth session.,of the 
PAO European Forestry Commission which had taken place in Rome from I3 to 17 
September, The Committee v/elcomed the continuing close collaboration between the two 
bodies in many fields and took note of those items v/hich the Commission had proposed 
should be carried out jointly. It agreed that these suggestions should be discussed 
under item 10 of its Agenda; programme of v/ork 1978-1982.
1 3. The Committee was also informed of the other FAO activities, notably the results 
of the FAO Expert Consultation on World Pulp and Paper Demand, .Supply and ..Trade, 
vrhich was held in .Tunis from 20 to 22 September 1977» and of the preparations for 
the FAO Committee on Wood-Based Panel Products, to be held in Rome from 9 to 11 
November 1977*
14. The representative of UNCTilD informed the Committee of the results of the 
Preparatory Meeting on Tropical Timber, held from 23 to 27 May 1977, in the 
framework of the UNCTAD Integrated Programme on Commodities. A further meeting, 
at expert level, was due to be held from 24 to 29 October 1977*
1 5. The representative of the UNCTAD/GATT International Trade Centre briefed the 
Committee on progress tov/ard the establishment of a Tropical Timber Bureau. There 
is to be a meeting on this question in Geneva from 31 October to 11 November 1977»

16. The Committee v/as informed by the representative of the ILO that that 
Organization had recently published a Cod.e of Practice for. the protection of 
x/orkers against noise and vibration in the working environment, problems which 
were of concern to forestry and the timber industries, ILO x/ould also publish 
shortly a Code of Practice on the safe construction and use of chain saws, v/hich 
was based on work carried out under the aegis of the Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee 
on Forest Working Techniques and Training of Forest Workers.



Eeviev of activities since the thirty-fourth session of the. Committee (item 5 
of the Agenda)  ̂ ~

(a)‘ Eleventh session of the Joint FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest ■
Economics and Statistics

1 7. The Chairman of the Joint FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest Econotnics and 
Statistics, Mr. E. Clicheroux (Belgium), presented the report of its eleventh 
session (TIM/EPC/WP.2/6) held in Geneva from 31 May to 3 June 1977* The Committee 
approved the report of the Working Party. It requested that the Working Party 
consider at its next session, the proposal of the USSR relating to the efficiency 
in use of new methods in forest operations, to the economic appraisal of complete 
utilization of vrood raví material, both for vrood products and for energy, and to the 
study of trends in investment in the forestry and forest industry sectors. The 
Working■Party should formulate proposals on the incorporation of these subjects
in its programme of vrork. The Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Working 
Techniques e,nd Training of Forest Workers should also consider these proposals 
at its twelfth session in 1978, as it appeared that some of them belonged more 
to the sphere of interest of the Joint Committee than to that of the Joint Working 
Party.

18. The Committee welcomed the Working Party's proposals on the collection and 
dissemination of statistics. These proposals vrere intended to simplify the vrork of 
national statistical offices and assist the timely return of questionnaires, to 
concentrate the presentation in the Timber Bulletin for Europe on the most important 
products and to facilitate speedy publication. The Committee instructed the 
secretariat to modify the procedures for the collection and publication of statistics 
along the lines indicated in TIIVeFC/wP.2/6, annex I, paragraph 4- In addition, 
space should he made available in the Januf:,ry-June issue to include January-December 
trade flovi data v/hich had not arrived in time for inclusion in the previous issue.
The Committee agreed;

(i) that the Bulletin should continue to be issued twice each year
(ii) to ask countries to inform the secretariat v/hich; units vrere 

actually responsible for filling in questionnaires, vrhich 
■ would facilitate direct contact when necessary : ■

(iii) that unofficial statistics or secretariat estimates, identified 
as such, be included vrhen official data have been delayed.

19. The Committee noted that the Working Party had discussed a proposal for short
term statistical reporting, put forx-rard by the Timber Trade Federation of the United 
Kingdom (TIM/EFC/WP.2/6, annex I, paras 6, 7 ). The collection of such statistics 
viould be dependent on the active support and collaboration of trade and industry 
associations or agencies. As it vros understood that this matter was under considera
tion elsevihere, the Committee decided to await specific recommendations from Governments 
before taking further action.



20. The Committee approved a questionnaire on the structure and capacity of the 
savnnilling industry (TIM/EEC/WP.2/r .23/Rev.l), which had been presented in draft 
form at the Working Party's session and simplified on the basis of comments made.
The questionnaire should be circulated in order to collect data for the first 
survey of the structure and capacity of the sawmilling industry, scheduled for 
1978, in conjunction with the medium-term survey of the markets for sa-wnwood and 
sawlogs.

(b) Seminar on the behaviour of wood products in fire
21. The Committee was informed of the results of the seminar, held in Oxford from
22 to 25 March 1977 at the invitation of the Government of the United Kingdom (report 
of the seminar ; TIM/SEM. 6/2). The Committee expressed deep appreciation to the 
Government of the United Kingdom for the excellent organization of the seminar, 
including a one-day study visit to the Timber Research and Development Association 
(TRADA) and the Eire Research Station of the Building Research Establishment.

22. The Committee endorsed the report of the seminar, including the recommendations 
for future action set out in paragraphs 13 'to 22. of the report. It noted with approval 
that provision had been made for the seminar's report to be drawn to the attention
of the ad hoc meeting on fire protection regulations, standards and. research 
(Budapest, 14-18 November 197?) being organized by the Committee on Housing, Building 
and Planning. The need for a comprehensive look at the problem of fire protection, 
emphasized by the seminar, would be one of the aims of the ad hoc meeting, xihich would 
work within the context of the ECE project on the harmonization of the technical 
content of building regulations. The implications of the current harmonization work 
on specific materials would be of special significance since the project was seen as 
an integral part of Work Area 08.5 of the Committee on Housing, Building and Planning, 
"The promotion of international trade in building products and know-how".

23. The Committee agreed to draw the seminar's recommendations to the attention of 
the organizations indicated as follows ;

(a) to the Committee on Housing, Building and Planning and GIB W.I4 on 
improving and standardizing the methods of compiling and the analyses 
of routine reports on fires in buildings;

(b) to lUPRO' on the co-ordination of research on the behaviour of wood 
products in fire;

(c) to CIB on the development of predictive design methods for structural 
stability in fire;

(d) to ISO TG 92 on fire tests for building materials. It supported the 
suggestion that timber interests should seek more direct access to the 
deliberations of ISO TC 92 through such organizations as CIB and CEI-Bois 
offering to assist in the work of that body.



24» The CoTamitteo considered that the useful results achie\jd at the seminar should 
form the basis for further work, notably aimed at the harmonization of national 
building regulations including terminology and definitions used in codes and regulations, 
and testing methods. The Committee might have a role to play in monitoring and supporting 
work in this field. It agreed accordingly to consider whether to make provision for 
such activities under item 10 of' its Agenda.

25. The-Committee was informed that the papers presented to the seminar had been pub
lished in English only, by Pergamon Press, l/ It had, unfortunately, not been possible 
for the papers to be published hy the United Nations for the reasons set out in paragraph
69.

(c) Preparatory meeting for the Symposium on efficiency in energy use in 
forestry and the wood-xrorking industries

26. The Committee was informed of the results of the preparatory meeting on the basis 
of its report (ТЩА4Р.З/АС.4/2). It stressed the importance of the problems to be 
discussed, and the timeliness of the Symposium. Some delegations proposed that item 5 
of the provisional agenda proposed for the Symposium s the use of wood, including 
residues, as a source of energy, be expanded to reflect the potential interest of such 
questions- as the use of wood or forest biomass to produce liquid or gaseous fuel or 
electricity and the increasing interest in energy generation from all types of x/ood 
residues. The Committee agreed tha,t the agenda of the Symposium should be so modified.- 
It requested countries to transmit to the secretariat as soon as possible the names of 
national experts who would be prepared to present papers, and in any case before
31 December 1977. The papers themselves should reach the secretariat by 30 June 197B, 
as the symposium was scheduled for November/December 1978.
2 7. The Italian delegation confirmed that its co-untry was preps.red to act as host to 
the symposium. ТЬо.Committee thaiiked the Italian delegation for its generous offer 
and requested it to make the necessary practical arrangements x/ith the secretariat,

(d) Ad hoc meeting on standardization of stress gradinjS: and 
finger-.jointing of coniferous sax/nwood

28. The Committee was informed of the results of the ad hoc meeting and approved its. 
report , (TIk/W. 3/AC. 5/8), notably the texts of the ECE~ recommended standard on stress 
grading of coniferous sax-m timber (a,nnex l) and the ECE recommended standard for finger- 
jointing in structural coniferous sawn timber (annex II). The Committee agreed to 
publish the two recommended standards, as supplements to the Timber Bulletin for Europe, 
and recommend to member co-untries that they incorporate their provisions into national 
standards, with a view to facilitating international trade in stress graded and finger- 
jointed structural coniferous sa-vm timber.

l^Details on how to order the publication are available from the secretariat.



29. The delegations of the United States and Canada expressed their support in 
principle of the Conraittee•s work on stanlardization, hut repeated their reservations 
about the two ECE recommended standards in question and stated that they were not 
appropriate for use in North America in their present form. The delegation of Poland 
also expressed its reservations about both standards, notably as regards density limi
tations in the stress grading document and the introduction of stipulations about 
production methods for finger-jointing. The delegakion of the ÜSSE re-affirmed the 
reservations expressed by its delegation to the ad hoc meeting'(paras 11 and 18).
VJhen these reservakions had been taken into account, it víould be possible to transmit 
the recommended standards to ISO TO 55 xrôth a proposal that they be adopted as ISO 
Internskional Standards.

30. The Committee, -vrhile recognizdng thak a few countries were not yet in a position 
be ajjply Ы'ю recommended standards, considered thak experience in their practical 
application would be valna.hle in working towards the eventual objective of an ISO 
International Standard, in which the remaining differences, such as those which still 
exist between the ECE recommended standard on stress grading and the North America,n 
Lumber Grading Pules, could be reconciled.

3 1. The Corrmittee also endorsed the meeting's suggestions as rega,rds further xvork-in 
the field of research, quality control and marking for stress grading and finger- 
jointing. It therefore requested countries which liad not (pet done so to supply to the 
secretariat by 31 December 19779 material covering both stress grading and finger- 
jointing, on;

(i) research programmes, in hand or planned
(ii) quality control programmes, in use or imder development
(iii) marking systems in use.

In addition, the Committee requested countries to nominate by 31 December 1977
correspondents, on,,- for stress grading a,nd one for finger-jointing, to streximline
contacts with the secretariat and between countries on these questions. ,

32. The Committee o,lso e,greed to'convene tv/o informal teams of experts, one for 
stress grading and one for finger-jointing, to draw up proposals for further action 
in the fields of research, quality control a,nd marking, as x/ell as for seminars or 
training courses in stress grading and finger-jointing, as recommended by the аЛ hoc 
meeting. The Committee requested interested countries to nominate experts who would 
serve in an individual capacity on one or other of the informal teams. Such 
nominations should be received by 31 December 1977.

33- The Committee also agreed to convene an a.d hoc meeting after I98O to review and 
if necessary revise the recommended standards on the basis of experience gained.

34. The Committee also agreed to carry out a simple enquiry on which dimensions of
sawn softwood were in common use for international trade, as outlined in paragraph 
20 of TIM/W.3/AG.5/8. It recognized that progress might be slow and agreed to 
consider at its thirty-sixth session in 1978,'on the basis of the enquiry res'ults,
how to proceed with the vrork on the reduction of the nuraber of standard dimensions of
sawnvrood entering international tra,de and the likely time needed for it.

35* The Committee recorded its deep appreciation to Mr. ¥. Tovmsley (Cana-da), Chairman 
of the a,d hoc meeting, axid the experts v/ho had contributed to the dravring up of the 
recommended standards, for 'the considerable efforts they had made in order to achieve 
positive results.



(e) Study tour in Italy

36. The Cominittee was informed of the study tour in Italy which had been held from 
18 to 26 September 1977* There had been 44 participants from 15 countries. The 
participants were able to study typical features of forestry, timber and associated 
industries in Calabria where most of the tour took place. The Committee expressed 
its gratitude to the Government of Italy for a particularly well organized and 
interesting study tour and also for the generous hospitality extended to participants.

(f) Study on the trade and utilization of tropical hardwoods

37* The secretariat presented a draft of the study (TIM/R.3I and Add.l). Eor 
reasons of economy, the draft contained, only those parts of the study dealing 
essentially with utilization aspects. (Chapters З3 5 and 6). As part of the follow- 
up to European Timber Trends and Prospects, 1950 "to 2000, the study aimed at giving 
in depth analysis of the trade in tropical forest products, including the most recent 
developments v/hich had emerged in this field, as well as a detailed picture of the 
utilization of imported logs and of processed products in different end uses. Therefore, 
the study should he of interest not .only to those concerned with forest products in the 
ECE region, where tropical hardwood products had been playing an increasingly important 
role in a number of end uses, but also to experts in developing countries supplying such 
timber.
38. The Committee, taking note of the draft, study, emphasized the importance it attached 
to this sector of forest products. It underlined the value of the findings of the 
study and their particular interest.for those concerned with the research, production 
or trade of tropical hardv/odds and especially for developing countries which were 
actual or potential suppliers.of forest products to the region. The Committee decided' 
that the study should he published, as a supplement to the Timber Bulletin for Europe.
It asked countries to examine the study carefully, in particular the information 
relating .to individual countries and invited them to make supplementary information 
available to the secretariat where this was possible. Such informa.tion, as well as 
comments and sug;gestions for amendments, should reach the secretariat not later than 
30 November 1977. in order that the final version of the study could be completed 
according to schedule..

(g) Medium-term survey of the wood-hased panels sector

39* The secretariat presented to the Committee the data xvhich had been received from 
countries on the structure and capacity of the wood-based panels industries,.their 
raw material use and forecasts of medium-term trends in production, trade and 
consumption (THy/R.32 and Add.l). The Committee deeply regretted tha.t many countries 
had not replied to the questionnaire circulated or had transmitted incomplete replies, 
making satisfactory analysis at the regional level difficult. This could be only partly 
accounted for by the recession in the wood-based panels, sector. .

40. The available data had been transmitted to EAO for inclusion in the v/orld-wide 
survey of the structure and capacity of the v/ood-hased panels industries which was 
being prepared'for the PAO Advisory Committee on Wood-based Panel Products which meets 
in November 1977» The Committee requested the secretariat to draw the attention of 
the PAO body to its ovm discussion of this problem and to the fact that it seemed to 
he hecoming more difficult for some countries to supply satisfactory replies to 
Timber Committee and other international questionnaires (see the report of the Joint 
PAO/ECE Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics, (TIM/eFC/WP.2/6, paras 56-7)*



4 1. The Committee reaffirmed, hox/ever, i :з interest in studies of industry structure, 
capacity and raw material use and therefore requested countries which had not replied 
or had returned incomplete replies to transmit all available data to the secretariat by 
30 November 1Э11< It considered that vrhere forecasts of capacity were not available 
notably because of uncerta,inty about market trends, it was still useful to show data on 
present capacity.. The Committee noted that adequate data x/ere available for a reviex/ 
of past trends in [iroduction, trade and prices of wood-based panels and for comparisons 
of actual results with long-term projeotions, a.nd requested the secretariak to complete 
the medium-term survey and to include these trends as x/ell as available data on 
structure, capacity and rax/ mak.eria.l. This survey should be published as a supplement 
to the Timber Bulletin for Europe

42. In viex/ of the misatisfactory data situation, hox/ever, the Committee decided that 
the whole question should be re-exaxuined before x/ork started on the next survey of 
structure, capa,city and ra.w -material consumption, scheduled for I98O.

Market review and prospects (item 6 of the Agenda)

43• Each delegakion was invited to give a brief introduction of its x/ritten statement 
on the forest products market. The Committee took note during its discussion of the
Annual Eorest Products Market Re'/iex/ (supplement 1 to, Volume XXX of the Timber Bulletin
for Europe), prepared by the secretariat, and of the brief comments on recent
c.ovelopments in the market submitted by the secretariat in TIM/CRE.26. It drex/ up 
tables of GOTUTtries' estimates for 1977 and 1978 of domestic requirements, production, 
imports and exports of saxm softxrood, hardxrood logs and saxmwood, particle board, 
plywood, fibreboard, pulpwood and co.niferous logs. Pollox/ing the proposal of the 
Committee's office-holders, countries provided estimakes of domestic requirements 
and production of hardxrood and coniferous logs, thus bringing the treatment of these 
products into line x/ith -fche others droalt with by the Committee, A summary table 
of the estimates i- presented in annex I.

44. Another innovation in conducting the discussion on the market xras tried out on
the suggestion of the office-holders. At the invitation of the secretariat, a
nuxaber of countries noud.nated experts to serve on discussion panels, one for each
of the market sectors; savm softx/ood, hardwoods, wood-based panels, and pulpx/ood and
coniferous logs.

45- The Committee took note of the general econoxiiic conditions in the ECE region x/hich 
■underlay the development of the forest products market. The initial stage of recovery 
in x/estem Europe from the deep recession of 1974/75? which occurred during late 1975
and the first half of 1976, had proved to be brisk but short-lived. By amtuim 1976,
grox/th in western Europe as a x/hole had again become sluggish, and since then the rate 
of grox/th of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) has been about 3 рет" cent. This has been 
insufficient to relieve the high lex/els of unemployment in many countries. Inflakion, 
hox/ever, has tended to ease somex/hat, although cost of living increases in several 
western European countries are still a cause for concern, Ca.pital investment remains 
sluggish, a.result of the continued slack in industrial capacity utilization rates. 
Construction activity remskns at a lox/ level in most countries.



46. In North Ameri.oa and in eastern Europe and the USSR, economic growth has heen 
stronger than in western Europe. In the centrally planned economies, expansion is 
proceeding along the lines laid down in the national five-year plans for 1976-1980, 
namely about 6̂  per cent per year for Net Material Product in eastern Europe.and 
4'2' - 5 per cent in the USSR. In the United States, GDP has been expanding at about 
5 per cent since mid-1977 and this rate is expected to be maintained in 1978.
Dxrelling construction is continuing strongly with the numher of single-family housing 
starts having reached a high level in 19 77.

47* The forest products markets reflect these differing regional conditions. In 
North America, consumption of most forest products in 1977 will approach or even 
exceed previous record levels. Consumption in 1978 is expected to be slightly below 
these volumes. . . : . ■

48. In Europe (excluding the USSR), the Committee's estimates of consumption for 1977 
and 1978 are, for most products, not markedly different from the 1976 levels.
Consumption therefore appears to be on a plateau appreciably above the depressed level 
of 1975. Estimated domestic requirements of зато softwood in Europe, for example, are 
in the range of 72 to .73 tïiillion m3 for the period 1977~1978, which compares with 
apparent consumption of 67.5 million m3 and 76.8 million m3 in 1973. After falling 
slightly in 1977» зато softwood requirements are expected to recover in 1978. A similar 

. trend is foreseen for plywood. Some variations from the general trend may be noted. 
Domestic requirements of sawn hardwood, which are estimated to rise slightly from 21.1 
million m3 in I976 to 21.9 million m3 in I978 would, at the latter level, be almost 
back to the record 1973 volume. For particle board, European requirements are forecast 
to rise by 1'million m3 over the two years to I978 to reach 22.7 million m3. While growth 
since 1973 has slowed.down considerably compared with the rate in the 1960s and early 
1970s, the particle board market has reached new high levels each year except 1975 and 
this upward tendency should be maintained in 1977 and 1978.. Consumption of pulpwood in 
Europe, after remaining unchanged between 1976 and 1977» is forecast to rise by over 4 
per cent in 1978 to I60 million m3.
49* Year to year fluctuations in Europe's trade of forest products, have often been 
large in recent years, and in any event much more marked than changes in consumption..
Thus, in 1976 imports and exports staged a strong recovery, but it appears that much 
of the. increased availability in importing countries was used to replenish 
distributors' and consumers' stocks. With renewed uncertainties about the course of 
events, a more cautious hand-to-mouth purchasing policy had become evident in 19 77.
Imports are now estimated to be lower in 1977 than in 1976 in the case of sawn 
softwood, wood-based panels and pulpwood, and. to be little changed for hardwoods. In 
1978, volumes of exports and imports of most forest products are forecast to recover 
slightly from the 1977 levels.

50, In the course of an animated debate on the problems arising from the prolonged 
difficult period through vrhich the European forest and forest products economy is 
passing, a number of important points were raised. Amongst these were the 
adjustments needed to adapt supply to current and foreseen levels of demand. Under
utilization of capacity and a cost/price squeeze are common phenomena throughout the 
forest and forest industry sector, with the problem being particularly acute for 
wood-based panels, woodpulp and certain paper grades. Structural rationalizakion 
of the industry, including the closing doTO of some mills, could be expected to 
bring supply into better baleoice with demand, while much could be done to improve 
products' acceptability to the consumer, through further product development, produc
tion of specialities, diversification of markets and market research. These could 
only be effective in the medium to long term, however.



5 1. It was suggested that more attention could he draxm to the problem of over
capacity in certain' industry sectors, and to the difficulties of relating individual 
country or industry investment plans to regional consumption projections, such as 
those in European Timber Trends s.nd Prospects, 1950 to 2000, as well as to national 
raw material supply possibilities.

52. Fluctuations in exchange rate parities also created uncertainties and difficulties 
to traders in both exporting and importing countries,

53* In order to help industry to plan its production and thereby achieve a more 
orderly development of the market over the short term, it x/as felt that delegations 
to the Timber Committee, notably those of the major consuming and importing countries 
might provide clearer indications of government economic policy, especially in 
conditions such as the present when reflationary measures are being planned or 
considered in a number of countries.

Follow-up to European Timber Trends and Prospects, 1950-2000 (item 7 of the Agenda)

54. The Committee took note of the secretariat paper TIFI,/R.33j which set out 
proposals for follow-up to European Timber Trends and Prospects, 1950 to 2000 (ETTS 111), 
It noted that most of the items arising from the study were already incorporated in the 
programme of xiork and agreed to the modifications to the programme suggested in the 
secretariat paper.

55. ■ In viexv of the serious difficulties associated with obtaining comprehensive 
information on end-uses and yet the importance attached to having data in this area, 
the Committee agreed to attempt a new approach to the problem, namely to obtain, by 
means of a simple enquiry, estimates of the breakdovm of consumption of each forest 
product by main end-uses. The results of this enquiry should be examined by the 
tvrelfth session of -де Joint FAO/EGE V/orking Party on Forest Economics and Statistics, 
which should formulate proposals on further work in this field.

56. The Committee agreed the.t knoxvledge of trends in individual coxmtries v/ould be 
improved by periodic "country forest and forest product profiles", to be prepared 
by the secretariat in collaboration v/ith the countries concerned.

57" It v/as agreed that the periodic appraisal of actual trends in relation to the 
projections of ETTS III should include the analysis of trends at the sub-regional 
and country level. In this connexion, the Committee noted that the grouping of 
countries in ETTS III did not fully correspond v/ith individual countries' particular 
interests and problems; the Alpine region v/as quoted as an example. It was felt 
that more attention should be given in the Committee's programme of work to 
sub-regional matters. It v/as suggested that, in soxae cases, this could be achieved 
by the Committee being informed of activities carried out by other bodies within these' 
sub-regions. In other cases, the Committee agreed to consider proposals to deal v/ith 
specific problems not otherwise covered.



Special lecture (item в of the Agenda.)

58. The special lecture was devoted to investment in the' forestry and x/ood-processing 
sector. A panel of txro speakers presented lecturess Mr. Pekka Alonen, Vice-President 
of the Jaako Poyry Co. (Finland), presented a lecture prepared hy himself and 
Mr. Risto Eklund, Senior Vice-President of the same organization on "Investments in 
forestry and the forest industries in Europe". Mr. Virgilio Teixeiro Lopo, Chairman •, 
of the Board of Management of PORTIJCEL (Portugal) spoke on "Investment prohlems in the- 
forestry and x/ood-processing sector from -the industry point of viex/".

59* These presentations x/ere follox/ed hy a discussion, x/hich touched among other 
things on the follox/ing points;

~ the present low rate of return on investment in the forestry industries 
makes it difficult to attract investment;,

- planning of investment in forest industry should 'be co-ordinated with 
investment in forestry;

- investment planning is. complicated by the cyclical market fluctuations.

60. The Committee expressed its x/arm appreciation of the excellent presentations of 
the two speakers, and requested the secretariat to publish their lectures in a 
supplement, to the Tiraher Bulletin for Europe.

Activities of other principal subsidiary bodies of ECE of interest to theiicxivmes oi oxner princxpai subsiaiary 
Timber Committee' (item 9 of the Agenda)'

6Г. The Committee x/as informed, on the basis of document TIM/R.35? of the activities 
of other principal subsidia,ry bo.dies of ECE dealing x/ith problems of concern to it.
The Committee took note of the document and agreed to take the information presented . 
into account x/hen discussing its о\т programme of -work.

Programme of work for 1978-1982 (item 10 of the Agenda)

62. ■ The Committee considered its programme of x/ork on the basis of a draft programme 
prepared by the secretariat (ТИУ/Н.Зб), which took into account the programme approved, 
by the Committee at its thirty-fourth session, the resolution, decisions and 
discussion of the Commission's thirty-second session and the' results of meetings, of the 
Committee's subsidiary bodies. The Committee also took into account its ox-m discussions 
under other items of the a.genda.

63. Some delegatio.ns considered that if x/as necessary to intensify in the Timber 
Committee programme ■ of x/ork for 1978-1982 the examination of problems linked with 
the environment, conservation of resources, transport and handling of forest xDroducts 
and energy use in the forest industries. These' prohlems x/ere of -interest to all and 
their importance necessitaked examination at a higher level than the Timber-Co-mmitiee .. 
The Committee, in its turn could intensify its x/ork in these areas hy examining these 
problems more closely in its subsidiary/ bodies, and by improving the exchange of 
information.



64. The Committee considered the organization of its annual sessions on the hasis 
of proposals put forward hy the Vice-Chairman, Mr. A, Proncillo (TIM/R.36/Add.l).
With regard to future sessions, it agreed on the followings

(1) its sessionsshould continue to cover a 4-J--day period, beginning on Monday 
afternoon;

(2) the system, put into effect on an experimental basis at the present session, 
of having four discussion panels composed-of experts nominated hy countries
for each of the four sectors covered under the item "market review and prospects", 
had proved successful and should he retained. The office-holders should consider 
possible improvements to the arrangements;

(3) In view of the increasing importance of ECE countries' trade in forest products 
with other regions, the Coumiittee agreed to invite observers from major trading 
countries outside the EGE region, including Japan, and from the following 
organizations; . the Tropical Timber Traders' Union of the European Economic 
Community (UCBT); the South East Asian Lumber Producers Association (SEALPA); 
and the African Timber Organization (OAB).

65. The Committee warmly thanked Mr. Proncillo for his initiative in making proposals 
for further increasing the value of its sessions.

66. The Committee noted that as yet little had been done at the international level 
to establish accurate correlations between short-term developments in economic 
indicators and their effects on the markets for forest products, enabling a better 
understanding of the factors controlling developments in the sector. It was 
suggested that delegates determine whether any such work had been und.ertaken in their 
countries and consider whether the knowledge gained could he of use to the Committee.
6 7. The Committee stressed the importance of the'Continuing c l o s e  co-operation xiith 
PAO, notably the PAO European Forestry Commission, It was also suggested that 
experts from other appropriate PAO bodies be invited to contribute to the Committee's 
discussion of trends in the market for forest products. For instance, an expert 
from the PAO Advisory Committee on Pulp and Paper could he invited as a member of the 
panel in the Committee's discussion of the market for pulpwood and coniferous logs.

68. The Committee decided that, while preparatory meetings x/ould be necessary for 
some seminars and symposia, for others it might not he necessary to hold a formal 
preparatory meeting. On occa,sion it would be sufficient that a provisional agenda 
be drawn up for presentalion to the Committee, after consultation between the 
authorities of the host country, experts from othei" countries which had expressed 
an interest in the subject and the secretariat. The Gomn-ñttee decided that 
preparatory meetings would be necessary for the symposium, on the effects of pollution 
on vegetation (project 14.4.3)(see para. 70) and on economic and tecbnical developments 
in the furniture industry (project 14.3*5), but that the seminar on the utilization of 
tropical hardwoods Tproject 14.3»3) would best be prepared by informal consultations.
It therefore requested interested countries to nominate з.п expert to participate in 
the preparation of the latter symposium. Such nominations should he received by
31 December 1977.



69. The Committeo was informed that hecaiise of difficulties in processing the large 
volume of United Nations documentation, it was no longer possible for the secretariat 
to collect and publish the proceedings of seminars and symposia held under the 
Committee's auspices. The Committee regretted this situation, and stressed the
value of such proceedings for the dissemination and exchange of knowled-ge. ' It.........
strongly urged those countries which acted as host to seminars and symposia also 
to undertake the publication of their proceedings, thus making available to a wider 
audience than the participa.nts the knowledge a.nd experience collected.

7 0i The Committee was informed that a preparatory meeting would be held on 21 and 
22 November 1977 for the symposium on the effects of pollution on vegetation, to be 
held in 1979 jointly with the Committee on Agricultural Problems and in co-operation 
with Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems and the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP). A provisional agenda had been issued for the preparatory 
meeting (TII^'W.З/АС.5/1)• The Committee noted that in order to reach a decision at 
the preparatory meeting on where the symposium-should be held, it was necessary that UNEP 
confirm by that time its commitment to support financially the organization of the 
symposium in Poland, which had been, made at the session of the Senior Advisers to ECE 
Governments on Environmental Problems in Eebraary 1977•
7 1. The Committee was informed that the EAO European Forestry Commission at its...
eighteenth session in September 1977 had proposed that a meeting be held under the joint 
auspices of the Committee and the Commission to examine the forest policy and
environmental problems facing member na,tions in the Mediterranea,n area, in the light
of the long-term outlook for their forest economies as depicted in European Timber 
Trends and Prospects, 1930-2000. The Committee accepted this proposal and suggested 
that the meeting should examine the problems of the Southern European coimtries needing
attention 3ud draw up proposa,ls for action.

7 2. The Committee expressed its appreciation to-Mr. V.P, Nemtsov (USSR), Vice-Chairman 
of the Committee, for the development of a g lo s s a r j e  of forestry and woodworking terms 
(TIJy/CRP. 28). However, the Committee considered that the subject matter of the 
glossary put it in the area, of competence of the Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on 
Eorest Working Techniques and Training of Forest Workers, and asked the Joint 
Committee to decide, at its twelfth session in 1978, xvhether further work was needed 
and if so what di.rection this work should taJoe.

73* As a further step towards improving understanding between experts, the Committeo 
suggested that sendnars and symposia held in the framework of the Committee's programme 
should discuss terminology questions xxithin their field of interest s.nd that small, 
specialized umltilinguaJ glossaries, covering the major terms in the field discussed, 
by the seminar or symposium should be prepared for use at such meetings. Such work could 
also be of use to other experts discussing the subject at the international level.

74. The Committee gratefully accepted the following invitations by countries to host 
symposia or seminars; the Netherlands vrill host the seminar on the utilization of 
tropical hardvroods in 19791 Finland confirmed its intention to host the s3,rmposium on 
raodemization of the wood-based panels industries in 1980; and the USSR stated that 
it agveed, in principle, to host the S5,Taposiura on the reduction of waste and d-evelopment 
of the use of residues in forestry, the wood-processing industries and in-forest 
products utilization in 1981. The Committee also accepted the offer of the USSR to 
organize a study tour in 1979 and requested the delegation of the USSR to make the 
necessary practical arrangements with the secretariat.



75* On the basis of these discussions the Committee approved its programme of work as 
set out in annexes II and III.

Other business (item 11 of the Agenda)

76. The Committee was informed that, as agreed by the office-holders, a brochure 
describing its activities had been prepared, entitled "Facts about ... the ECE Timber 
Committee". The Committee considered that this brochure, intended for experts in the 
forest and forest products sectors, would help to make the Committee'a activities more 
widely known and therefore he of great benefit to the forest products sector in member 
countries. It urged delegations to give the contents of the brochure x;ide diffusion 
x/ithin their oxm countries, and to consider the possibility of translating it into their 
own languages.

Adoption of the report of the Committee's session (item 12 of the Agenda)
77». The draft report, presented by the secretariat xras adopted, with some modifications 
which have been incorporated in the present document.

Date of next session
78. The Committee agreed that its next session should he held from 9 ’to 13 October 1978, 
subject to the availability of conference services for that period.

Films
79• The delegation of Canada shox/ed a film entitled "In x/hich we dwell". The 
delegation of the USSR shoxred tx/o films entitled "Integrated x/ood complex in the 
Carpathians" and "International logging competition 1975"* The Committee thanked 
these two delegations for these most interesting films.
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Annex II

' ' ТГШЕЕ. C0''”'''':TTEE PROGRAfffliS OF WORK FOR 1978-1982

Estima-fced Estimated 
duration termination 
(in years) ' ’ '(year)

WORK AREA 14.1 Î 1 Ш Ш 1  МП) LONG-TERM TRENDS 
AND PERSPECTIVES

Review of projections made.in study "European 
Timljer Trends and Prospects, 1950 to 2000" in relation 
to actual developments

Description; The Committee will keep under review long
term trends in production, trade, consumption and prices 
of forest products, comparing them x/ith projections made 
in the long-term study, both to check the accuracy of the 
analyses presented in the study and in order to provide 
early warning of changes in trends, thus enabling 
Governments to revi ex/ their long-term forest policies in 
the light of recent developments.

Method of works The Committee xjill compare, on a 
continuing basis, real trends -xdth the projections of the 
long-term study, as an integral part of its analyses of 
specific aspects of the forest pi'oducts sector (notably 
under projects 14,1,2,, 14«1.3«) 14‘>1”4«) 14*2.1). In 
addition, the secretariat will prepare an overall study 
which x/ill compare real trends up to I98O with projections.

14,1,2, Trends in the utilization of forest products in 
specific end-use sectors

Descriptions The Committee x/ill review periodically the 
utilizakion of forest products in specific end-use
sectors (e,g. construction, furnituhe-,--pa<4c.aging, railx/ay...
sleepers, mining timber) as part of the continuing analysis- 
of trends in forest products markets intended to provide 
Governments x/ith data necessary for the elaboration of their 
forest products policy in the light of prevailing demand 
conditions.

cont,

Method of works The secrétariat x/ill prepare studies based 
on questionnaire returns. The Committee will determine the 
timing of studies and .the choice of subjects on the basis of 
the results of project 14*5 ,2,7 - - cont,



14« 1.3• Medium-term trends in the structure and 
capacity of. the xrood-processing industries

14»1.3»lo The wood-hased panBxUs industries...
Description; The Committee -will reviexs the structure
and capacity of the wood-hased. panels ...industries...in......
order to enable Governments .to .form,their ovm industrial 
policies for the wood-hased panels sector in the light of 
information on international conditions.

Method of work; The Committee vdll decide at its 1979 • 
session on the scope and orientation of its activities 
in this field before embarking on the next survey 
scheduled for 198O.
14.1.3•2. The savmilling industry

Description; The Committee will review the structure 
and capacity of the sa-wmilling industry in order to 
enable Governments to form their policies for the 
savjmilling industry in the light of information on 
international conditions.

cont.

Method of work; The secretariat vjill prepare a study, 
based on questionnaire returns, in conjunction vdth the 
medium-term survey of markets for sawnxrood and sawlogs 
scheduled for I978. The Committee will determine, on 
the basis of the results of the study, whether such 
studies should in future be undertaken on a regular 
basis.

14.1.4*' Medium-term trends in the markets for 
specific forest products

Descriptions The Committee will review medium-term 
(3-5 years) trends in the production, consximption, 
trade and prices of major forest products so that 
Governments may be continuously informed of structural 
trends in the forest products markets of the ECE region.
Method of works The secretariat vdll prepare one study 
annually, on a three-year rotation of subjects, as follows; 
Savmwood and sawlogs; 1978, I98I, etc., Pulpwood (including 
residues and chips), pitprops and miscellaneous roundwood; 
1979» 1982, etc., Wood-based panels; I98O, 1983» etc.
The secretariat will prepare as part of the 1979 study on 
pulpwood, etc., and at intervals thereafter as vdll be 
decided, a review of trends in roundwood production and 
supply. The 1980 study on wood-based panels mil pay 
special attention to the production and utilization of 
improved wood-based panels, with special reference to their 
surface covering.

1.978

cont,



Estimated 
d-uration 
(in years)

Estimated
termination

(year)
14» 1•5• Relative long-term price'trends of forest 
products and alternative materials

Descriptions The Committee x-jill reviexv long'-term price 
developments in different countries, both of specific 
forest products and of alternative materials, in order 
to keep xmder reviexv the competitive position of forest 
products, to provide Governments- with guidance for the ' 
formation of their policies for investment in forestry 
and the forest industries and to examine the validity 
of the assumptions on prices of the study of timber 
trends and prospects in idurope, 1950-2000.

Method of Xfxorks Studies prepared by country experts on 
long-term price trends -vrill be updated and published.
The series of prices collected hy means of an enquiry vri.ll 
be updated and published.

14-1.6. Trends, prospects and policies in southern Europe

Descriptions The forest and forest industry policy and 
environmental problems facing countries in the 
Mediterranean area xvLll be revie-vred. in the light of- the 
long-term outlook for their forest economies, as depicted 
in "European Timber Trends and Prospects, 1950 to 2000".

Method of x-jorks An ad hoc-meeting of experts mil be 
convened in 1979, jointly -with the PAO European Forestry 
Commission, to study the problems involved, and to drax-i up 
recommendations for future action.

WOIK AREA 14-2 i CURRENT I^IKET DEVELOPMENT ADD SHORT-TERM 
PROSPECTS. INCLUDING PRODLMS RELATING TO 
INTERMTIONAL TRADE .....

1978

1979

14•2.1. Review of production, trade, consumption and 
prices of forest products

Descriptiong The Committee will analyse on a continuous 
basis, short-term trends in the production, trade and 
prices of forest products and forecast short-term pros
pects, mt h  a view to providing Governments and the forest 
products sector m t h  accurate and up-to-date information 
and assessments, necessary for an orderly development of 
the supply-demand mechanism.



Method of x/ork g The secretariat vail prepare and 
publish annually a revi ex/ of trends in forest products 
markets over the previous year, based on data supplied 
by Governments in connexion XAdth project 14->5«1» The 
secretariat xall present to the Committee's annual 
session the most recent available data on trends in 
the market for forest products, obtained from question
naire returns, with a brief analysis of the situation.
The Committee xó.11 review, at its annual session, short
term trends and prospects in the production, trade and 
prices of major forest products (saxm softwood, hard
woods, including tropical, pulpwood, coniferous logs and 
wood-hased panels) on the basis of estimates prepared by 
delegations, for the current and folloxdng years. After 
the session the secretariat x/ill prepare and publish an 
analysis of short-term market trends and prospects, based 
on the Committee's discussions. - cont.

14.2.2. Selected prohlems in rationalizing the transport 
and handling of forest products

Descriptions The Committee will review the situation as 
regards transport and handling of forest products and 
recommend any action it considers necessary x/ith a view 
to increasing the efficiency of these activities and thus 
facilitating international trade.

Method of works The Committee x/ill base its annual review 
on a report and, if necessary, recommendations by its co
ordinator for transport and handling. A special lecture on 
recent developments in the transport and handling of forest 
products x/ill be delivered at the Committee's thirty-seventh 
session in 1979* cont»

14.2.3. Review of standardization activities

Descriptions The Committee will reviex/ at its annual 
session needs and. priorities 'for 'standardization in the 
field of forest products as well as progress in its oxm 
standardization projects (14.2,4 ., I4.2.5., 14«2.6.), On 
the basis of this review, it will decide what activities 
it should undertake, x/ith a view to facilitating inter
national trade in forest products by removing non-tariff 
barriers, and to furthering the rational and economic use 
of x/ood.



Method' of works The Committee will base its annual 
review on a report, and if necessary, recommendations 
by its co-ordinator in the field of standardization.
14.2.4. Standardization of stress grading of 
coniferous sawn timber
Descriptions The Committee will encourage the 
application of the ECS recommended standard on stress 
grading of coniferous sawn timber, notably by incor
poration of its provisions into national standards, 
and undertake any further work necessary for the 
refinement of the recommended standard, with a view 
to ensuring the rational and economic use of and to . 
facilitating trade in coniferous savm timber.
Method of works The Committee vdll convene an informal 

to collect information and make proposalsteam of experts 
for research prograimes, quality control programmes and 
marking systems for stress graded coniferous savmvrood. 
The informal team will, among other things, draft a set 
of guidelines for countries developing quality control 
programmes. The Committee xdll organize training 
courses to exchange experience on the-application of 
the recommended standard and for the training of those 
responsible for savmwood grading. An ad hoc meeting 
will be convened after 1980-to revievr and, if necessarjr, 
update the reco''.mended standard.
14• 2.5 . Standardization of finger-.jointing in 
struct'ural coniferous sawn timber

Descriptions The Committee vdll encourage the . 
application of the ECE recommended s-fcandard on finger- 
jointing in structural coniferous sawn timber, notably 
by incorporation of its provisions into national stand
ards, and undertake any further work necessary for the 
refinement of the recommended standard, with a. vîevj to 
ensuring the rational and economic use of and to 
facilitating trade in structural finger-jointed 
coniferous savm timber.

Estimated 
duration 
(in years)

cont.

Estimated
termination

(year)

1982

Method of works The Committee vdll convene an informal 
to collect information and make proposalsteam of experts 

about research programmes, quality control programmes and 
marking systems for finger-joints in structural coniferous 
savmwood. The Committee vdll also organize seminars to 
exchange experience on the applica.tion of the recommended 
standard. An ad hoc meeting vdll be convened after I98O 
to review and, if necessary, update the recommended standard. 1982



14•2.6, Reduction of the munber of standard dimensions 
of sawnwood entering international trade

Descriptiong The Committee will formulate proposals for 
the reduction of the number of standard dimensions of 
sawnwood entering international trade, on the hasis of 
ISO International Standard. 3179 and in collaboration with 
ISO, with a view to facilitating international trade in 
sawnwood.

Method of works The secretariat, in co-operation with the 
Committee's co-ordinator on standardization affairs and 
with ISO, will carry out an enquiry on which dimensions 
are in common use in international trade. On the basis 
of the results of this enquiry, the Committee will 
decide at its thirty-sixth session in 19?8, what further 
action should he undertaken, including the possibility of 
achieving closer harmonization between North Amei'ican and
European dimensions. 3 I98I
14.2.7. Classification and definitions of forest 
products

14.2.7 .1. Revi :don of FAO Classification and Definitions 
of Forest Products

Descriptiong The Joint FAO/egE Working Party on Forest 
Economics and Statistics, in co-operation m t h  the 
Conference of European Statisticians, vri-lT revise the 
PAO Classification and Definitions of Forest Products, 
xirith a view to ensuring that it is in harmony xmth 
international multi-sector classifications and
d.ef initions.

Method of vjorkg An ad hoc meeting, under the auspices 
of the Joint Working Party, will revise the PAO 
Classification and Definitions of Forest Products 
(advance version already published) when the revision 
of the major international classifications (e.g. SITC,
BTN, ICGS) at present in progress, is complete. 2 1979



Estimated Estimated
duration termination
(in years) (year)

14.2.7 .2. Classification and definitions of wood 
residues

Descriptions The Committee will harmonize national 
classifications and definitions of x/ood residues and 
of wood after its first use, with a view to 
facilitating international comparisons as well as 
analyses of the wood supply situation at the regional 
level.

Method of x/orks The Joint PAO/ECS Working Party on 
Forest Economics and Statistics xdll draw up a 
classification and definitions of x/ood residues at 
its twelfth session, on the basis of proposals
prepared by the secretariat. 2 I98O

14.2.8. Rationalization of the flow of forest 
products from the forest to the consumer

Descriptions The Committee xdll reviex/ the 
international distribution chain for forest 
products, from the forest to the consumer, with 
a view to identifying any areas where the Committee 
might undertake specific action.

Method of works A special lecture x/ill be delivered 
to the thirty-sixth session of the Committee, scheduled 
for 1978? analysing the distribution chain. .In the 
light of this lecture, the Committee xdll decide on a
futxire course of action. . 2 . 1979

ИОЖ AREA 14.3 s SELECTED ECOÍTOMC, TECMOLOGICAL AMD 
MANAGERIAL PROBLEMS

14.3.1 « Forest working techniques and training of 
forest workers

(This project is covered by the activities of the 
Joint PAO/ECS/ILO Committee on Forest Working Techniques.; 
and Training of Forest Workers. The project components set 
out helow reflect the structure of the Joint Committee's 
programme, as approved at its tenth session. It xdll he 
necessary to revise them, in the light of the recommendations 
of the twelfth session, when the process of restructuring of 
the Joint Committee's progranme and methods of x/ork is 
completed.)



Estimated
termination

(year)

14.3 « 1 • 1 • Methods and organization of forest v/ork

Descriptiong The Joint Committee vd 11 study selected 
problems of methods and organization of forest v/ork, 
vdth a vievj to using resources of labour and capital in 
the most efficient v/ay and mimmizing costs of forest 
■work.

Method of works The Study Group on Methods and 
Organization of Forest Viork will meet biennially 
(1979, 1981, etc.) to recommend to the Joint Committee 
problems on which v/ork is needed and to carry out 
specific projects.
14•3.1.2, Vocational training and prevention of 
accidents

cont.

Descriptiong The Joint Committee v/ill study selected 
problems of vocational training and prevention of 
accidents in forest work, vdth a view to improving 
national policies and regulations by the exchange and 
dissemination of information in this field.

Method of works The Study Group on Vocational Training 
and Prevention of Accidents in Forest Work will meet 
biennially (l979, I98I, etc.) to recommend to the Joint 
Committee problems on which v/ork is needed and to carry 
out specific projects,
14.3-1-3. Mechanization of forest work

Descriptiong The Joint Committee vdll study selected 
problems of mechanization of forest work with a view to 
enabling Governments to adapt their policies to changing, 
economic and environmental constraints by the exchange 
and dissemination of information in this field.

Method of works The Study Group on Mechanization of 
Forest V/ork vdll meet biennially (l9?8, I98O, I982, etc.) 
to recommend to the Joint Committee problems on which 
work is needed and to carry out specific projects.

cont.

cont.



Estimâted 
duration 
(in years)

Estimated
termination

(year)

14.3«1*4* Dissemination and exchange of information
Descriptions The Joint Committee will further the 
dissemination and exchange of information in selected 
areas related to the economic, social, _technicaJ. and 
environmental aspects of its work in order to provide 
guidance to Governments in the field of forest working 
techniques and the training of forest workers.

Method of vrorks The Joint Committee will draw up a 
prograrime of seminars, symposia and training courses 
at its biennial sessions (1978, I98O, 1982, etc.). A 
symposium will normally he held in conjunction with the 
Joint Committee session.

14.3•2. Wood preservation

Description; The Committee will review technical and 
economic developments in wood preservation wi,th a view 
to encouraging the rational and economic use of wood

Method of vrork; A special lecture will he delivered at 
the thirty-sixth session of the Committee in 1978.

14.3 «З» Utilization of tropical hardwoods

Description; The Committee will review the utilization 
of tropical hardwoods with a view to analysing patterns 
and trends in the demand for these products and to 
identifying opportunities for expanding trade with 
developing countries.

Method of work; A seminar will he held in 1^9» 
in the Netherlands.

14.3.4* Effects of taxation on forest management and 
wood supply
Description; The Committee v/dll review the effects of 
national taxation systems on forest management and vrood 
supply with a view to assessing how these systems affect 
the supply/demand balance for forest products in the 
ECE region and the structure of international trade.

cont.

2 1979



Method- of work; The Joint PAO/ECE Working Party on 
Forest Economics and Statistics xri.ll undertake an 
enquiry on taxation, taking as a basis work being 
carried out hy the European Economic Community for 
its member countries.

14«3»5* Economic and technical developments in the 
furniture industry

Descriptions The Committee will further the exchange 
of information on economic and technical developments 
in the furniture industry, xriuth a view to assessing in 
quantitative and qualitative terms the use of forest 
products in that industry and the trends and prospects 
in the demand for forest products for that sector.

Method of works A symposium xdll be held in Poland in 
1979» к preparatory meeting, organized xdth the help 
of Government rapporteurs, xdll he held in 1978.

14*3.6. Modernization in the x/ood-hased panels 
industries
Descriptions The Committee xdll further the exchange 
and dissemination of scientific, technological and 
economic information on modernization in the wood-hased 
panels industries.
Method of works A symposium will he held in I98O, in 
collaboration with the Chemical Industries Committee, in 
Finland.
14.3 •7» Review of progress made in the chemical 
processing of wood (other than for pulp and paper) 
and the potential of the use of wood for chemical 
products
Descriptions In conjunction xdth the Chemical 
Industries Committee, the Committee x/ill keep under 
review, from the technical and economic point of view, 
progress made in the chemical processing of x/ood (other 
than for pulp and paper) xdth. a view to improving the 
utilization of hy-products of the wood processing 
industries, and to assessing potential demand from the 
chemical industry for wood rax/ material, as well as the ' 
effect any increase would have on the supply/demand 
balance for forest products in the ECE region and the 
availability of raw material for traditional wood-using 
industries.

. 1979

1979

1980



Estimated Estimated 
duration termination
(in yeai-e) (year)

Method of 'mrkt The secretariat %all prepare a report 
on what BtudieB have been tmdertakan on the subject at the 
interaatiorisl level and present this report to the 
Coimittee*s thirty-sixth session in Ufícu The CoEsSKlttee
will then decide on a co-urse of action. - 3 1980

Ш Ж  AREA 14.4- f Ш П Ю Ю В И Т А Ь  АШ) RESOURCE CQNSSWAflQI 
PROBLMS

(ill the Coiiffliittee's aotivities in this work area will 
b© carried out in co-operation m t h  the Seni,or Мгогаегв to 
SCE Goverxaaents on Enviromentai Problems)»

14,4 *1* Quantification axiá evaluation of the ев.у1гогх- 
mental benefits of forests ....: ...........

BeaoriptlQm The Joint PAO/îSCE Working Party on Forest 
Eoononsioe and Statistics will examine methods of 
quantifying and evaluating the eavirorisíental benefits of 
forests with a. view to assessing forests' contribution
to aocietjf to calculating oompeneetiori far the 
eBviroBBieiital services of forests aîid to facilitating 
comparisons between countries.

Method of work a Po-cther work on the quantification of .
the snviromental role of foreste will, be linked with ....
project 14.5*2.4 « An enquiry sill be px'epared a . . ..
meeting of experts, 2 19?9

14*4 *2» Reduction of waste m A  -AevelopfBeat of use of .......
residues in foz*eatrjt the №ood~pr-ooessi'ag irabie'iric/e 
and ia forest products utiliaation

Degcriptionf T'h® Committee will assess ways of rsdxi,cisag 
waste and developing the use of residues in forestry,
the wood-processiKg i.Kdu.strles aa'id. in forest produote 
utilisation in Older to fia”ther the rational nse of the 
forest resouro©.

Method of ш г к 1 A syspositan -mil be held in I98I? perhaps
in the USSR, 1 1981



1 4 ,4 .3 .  Effects of pollution on vegetation

Descriptions The Committee will assess the effects 
of different types of pollution on vegetation with a 
view to improving the protection of the forest resource 
of the ECE region against such damage.

Method of works A symposium will he held in 1979» 
perhaps in Poland, jointly with the Committee on 
Agricultural Problems and in co-operation with the 
Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental 
Problems and ШГЕР. A preparatory meeting will be held 
in 19 77» subject to approval by the other bodies
involved. 2 1979
14.4*4» Energy aspects of the forest industries

Descriptions The Committee will study energy use in 
forestry, the wood-processing industries and the use of 
forest products, m t h  a view to identifying means to 
improve energy efficiency.

Method of works A symposium will be held in 1978»
Italy. 1 1978

МО Ж  AREA 5 s COLLECTION. EXGHiHIGE AMD DISSEMINATION OF 
INFORMATION. INCLUDING IMPROVEMENT AND 
HARMONIZATION OF STATISTICS (IN CO
OPERATION w i t h'FAOT

. 14*5» 1 » Timber Bulletin for Europe
Descriptions The Committee will collect statistics on 
production, trade and prices of forest products, with a 
view to providing Governments and the forest products 
sector with data on the basis of which to formulate 
policies and make decisions.

Method of works The secretariat will publish, twice 
a year, the Timber Bulletin for Europe, containing 
quarterly statistics on production, trade and prices 
of forest products, collected from Governments by
means of quarterly questionnaires, cont.



Estimated 
duration 
(in years)

Estimated
termination

(year)

14.5•2. Selected problems of economics and statistics 
of forestry and forest products

This project is covered hy the activities of the 
Joint PAO/eGE Working Party on Forest Economics and 
Statistics which normally meets biennially (1979? I98I? 
etc.). It co-operates ’/ith the Conference of European 
Statisticians.

14.5*2.1. Comparability of statistics
Description; The Working Party will improve inter
national comparahility in selected areas of statistics 
in order to ensure that the data used by Governments 
for international comparisons and by the Committee in 
its analyses are as accurate and comparable as possible.

Method of work; The Working Party will collect information 
in each area by means of questionnaires and studies and 
formulate recommendations to Governments, x/hich xdll be 
submitted to the Committee for approval. The Working Party 
xdll propose series for which such action is necessary.

14«5•2.2. Organigation and periodicity of statistical 
data collection and dissemination
Description; The Working Party xdll review periodically 
the Committee's programme of collection and dissemination 
of statistical data, to ensure that it corresponds xdth the 
needs of Governments.

Method of vrork; The Working Party xdll reviex/ periodically 
the Committee's programme of collection and dissemination 
of statistical data and make recommendations to improve 
its organization, coverage and periodicity.

14.5•2.3• Conversion factors
Description; The Working Party xdll review the conversion 
factors for forest products applicable to individual 
countries, in order to facilitate international comparison 
of yields and to ensure that the conversion factors used by 
the secretariat in its analyses reflect current technology.

com;.

cont.



Method of works The Working Party will review at
four-yearly intervals (198I, 1985» etc.) conversion
factors communicated hy Governments in-reply to a
questionnaire. The results of the 1977 enquiry will
he revised, complemented with additional information
and published. cont.

14.5*2.4 . Forest resource analysis
Descriptions The Working Party will review methods 
of forest inventory used by Governments and by the 
secretariat to ensure that all parameters relevant to 
measuring the actual productive potential of the forest,
as well as parameters measuring change, both for wood and ' "
non-wood benefits, are taken into accouut and that the 
methods adopted correspond as closely as possible to the 
needs of all the users.

Method of works An ad hoc meeting will be held in 1979» 2 1979
14.5«2,5• Cost and price statistics

Descriptions The Working Party vróll improve the coverage 
of the statistics on costs and prices published in the 
Timber Bulletin Л г  Europe.

Method of works Series of cost and price statistics will 
he published in the light of the recommendations of
correspondents nominated hy Governments. 1 1978
14.5»2.6. Labour statistics

Descriptions The Working Party, ■> n co-operation with 
the Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Porest Working 
Techniques and Training of Forest Workers, will study 
labour input, average wage rates and earnings in 
forestry, with a viexi to providing more data on cost 
trends and a basis for comparison of employment and 
earnings.

Method of works The pilot enquiry -undertaken by the 
informal team of experts will be revised and extended
to cover all ECE countries, 2 1979



Estimated 
duration 
(in years)

Estimated
termination

(year)

14•5“2.7 » End-use statistics
Descriptions The Working Party will reviex; the 
coverage and avallability of statistics on the end-uses 
of forest products with a view to improving the data hase 
for the Committee's x/ork in this area (see I4 .I.2.),

Method of works The secretariat x/ill circulate an enquiry
on the hroad pattern of end-use of sax/nx/ood and x/ood-hased 
panels. The Working Party will review at its twelfth 
session the results of this survey and propose possible 
further activities in this field. 2

14.5 *2.8. Forest fire statistios

Descriptions The Working Party will improve the exchange 
of information on forest fires, their causes and methods 
of prevention and protection and the costs involved.
Method of works The Working Party x/ill decide on a
method of work at its tx/elfth session, scheduled for 1979* 2

14•5♦3• Dissemination and exchange of general information 
and experience
Descriptions The Committee will further the dissemination 
and exchange of information and experience on selected themes 
within its area of competence, by dissemination of statistical 
and other information on countries' forestry and forest products 
sector, and by organizing annua,! study tours at the invitation 
of the countries concerned x/ith a view to making available to 
Governments and the forest products sector experience gained in 
individual countries.

1979

1981

Method of works In 1970, a study tour will be organized in 
in 1979 the USSPl. Comitry forestry and forest

he secretariak, in
Poland;
products profiles x/ill be prepared by 
collaboration x/ith the Governments of the countries concerned, 
and published at five to six year intervals. cont.
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