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Note by the secretariat

This document presents the activities in subject area 1 since the Joint Committee's twenty-second session,
and draws the Committee's attention to a number of points for decision (in bold, italic type).

The Joint Committee is invited to:

-  review its past activities in this subject area and agree on activities for the future;
-  decide on the specific points drawn to its attention.
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(i) Multiple-use forestry, publication of the report of the team of specialists as a discussion paper.

The report was sent for publication and will be issued as a “Discussion Paper” TIM/DP/17.

Points for decision: for information only

(ii) Forest fire prevention and control, activities of the team of specialists, including the publication,
twice yearly, of International Forest Fire News. Investigation of possibilities for a seminar.

Team of Specialists on Forest Fire

1. Report of the 1998-99 Activities

After the last team meeting which was held in conjunction with the first Baltic Conference on Forest Fire
which was held in Warsaw (Poland) in  May 1998 (see IFFN No. 19 / October 1998), the following
actions were taken:

1.1  Participation at the FAO Expert Meeting "Public Policies Affecting Forest Fire" (FAO, Rome, October
1998)

The team leader contributed a preparatory paper for the expert meeting covering the temperate-boreal
region of the ECE region. This paper has been published in the FAO report:  Goldammer, J.G. 1999.
Public policies affecting forest fires in Europe and boreal/temperate Asia. In: Proceedings, FAO Meeting
on Public Policies Affecting Forest Fires, 113-164. FAO Forestry  Paper 138.

The following team members participated in the consultation:  Team leader J. Goldammer (Germany), E.
Bilgili (Turkey), R. Velez (Spain) and J. Najera from the secretariat.

The expert meeting was followed by the FAO meeting of the ministers of forestry (March 1999). The
recommendations of the FAO meeting were included in the "Rome Declaration on Forestry".

1.2  Participation in various other fire policy activities

The team leader participated and contributed to several meetings which were held in conjunction with the
evaluation of the South East Asian fire situation in 1997-98:

- ASEAN: One of several ASEAN meetings were devoted to compare ECE procedures and rules on
transboundary  pollution, and how the two regions could learn from  each other. The team leader
provided inputs from the point of view of fire-related transboundary smoke-haze pollution.

- The WMO held a meeting on regional ASEAN meteorology in conjunction with transboundary
smoke-haze problems. The meeting was supported by the tem leader.

- The WHO prepared the "WHO Health Guidelines on Episodic Vegetation Fire Events". After a
workshop in Lima, Peru, fall 1998, the preparation of the guidelines are now finalized. The team
leader is co-editor of the guidelines.  The guidelines are in press and will also be published on the
website of the Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC).

- The World Bank Seminar on Forest Fires, held in Surabaya, Indonesia, was supported by the team.

- The ITTO was supported by the team leader in a fact-finding mission in Indonesia. The responsible
ITTO officer will visit the GFMC in September 1999.



TIM/EFC/WP.1/AC.1/1999/3
page 3

- Participation and contribution to the IDNDR Scientific and Technical Council (STC) meeting in
Washington, August 1998, and the IDNDR Programme Forum (the final IDNDR event), Geneva, July
1999.

1.3  Establishment of the Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC)

In June 1998 the Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC) was established as a joint activity of the home
institute of the team leader (the Fire Ecology Research Group of the Max Planck Institute for Chemistry,
c/o Freiburg University) and the team. 

The Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC) monitors, forecasts and archives information on vegetation
fires (forest fires, land-use fires, smoke pollution) at global level. With this information decision makers at
national and international levels are supported in evaluating fire situations or precursors of fire
which potentially endanger humans or may negatively affect the environment. The GFMC is financed by a
German contribution to the IDNDR operates in co-operation and in line with the

* objectives of the UN International Decade of Natural Disaster Reduction (IDNDR);
* objectives of work of the UN-FAO/ECE/ILO Team of Specialists on Forest Fire;
* recommendations of the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO), the World Health

Organization (WHO) and various scientific and policy conferences;
* policies of the UNESCO, the World Bank, Disaster Management Facility (DMF), and the World

Conservation Union (IUCN), expressed by the co-sponsorship of these organizations; and  the
* research agendas and co-sponsorship of international science programmes devoted to Global Change

Research: The International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme (IGBP), the International Union of
Forestry Research Organizations (IUFRO), and the International Boreal Forest Research Association
(IBFRA).

The GFMC was inaugurated at the FAO Expert Consultation in Rome, October 1998. The daily updated
GFMC products are public domain, accessible through the internet

<http://www.uni-freiburg.de/fireglobe>.

1.4  International Forest Fire News (IFFN)

With the financial support of the US Bureau of Land Management, the team leader has continued editing
the IFFN twice per year.  Starting with IFFN No. 19 (October 1998) the comprehensive newsletter is also
available on the website of the GFMC.

2.   Upcoming team activities

2.1  Continuation of the GFMC

The team will further continue to expand the contents and operations of the GFMC and preparing the
IFFN. Currently the GFMC is funded by the German Foreign Office (until December 1999). Follow-up
funding will be requested by the Global Environment Facility (GEF), in collaboration with the World Bank
and the IUCN. Currently three GFMC operators are employed full-time.

2.2  Continuation of IFFN

Support for IFFN production has been provided by the BLM in 1998-99. The team leader suggests the
Joint Committee to ask the BLM for the continuation of the support beyond 1999.

2.3  Creation of an Interagency Task Force on Fire (ITFF)
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In the frame of the transition of the IDNDR to the IDNDR successor arrangement, an interagency platform
under the Under Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs, the team leader has
proposed the creation of the ITFF. This proposal is currently investigated by the IDNDR.

It is envisaged to convene a team meeting in Geneva, December 1999, and invite UN and other
international organizations and programmes to attend the meeting in order to facilitate the
creation of the ITFF.

2.4  Next fire seminar

In accordance with the traditional 5-year sequence of seminars organized by the team, the next seminar
should be held in 2001.  It will be desirable to focus on the Eastern Mediterranean part and the
southern/central Asian countries of the ECE region. A candidate country to host the seminar is Turkey. The
Turkish team member, Mr. E. Bilgili, has spent several months at the institute of the team leader and is
highly interested to expand the collaboration with other countries of the ECE region.

The reason to concentrate on the southern/central Asian countries is the fact that some of the new
independent states and other neighbour countries so far have been isolated from fire science, technology
and policy transfer. 

Collaboration for the preparation of the Seminar will be sought with the FAO Silva Mediterranea fire
group (team member R. Velez) and the US BLM. No contacts and arrangements have been made 
so far with the potential host country and the co-sponsors. A decision will be made at the team meeting in
December 1999.

2.5  Update of the FAO Wildland Fire Management Terminology 

The team leader has been officially entrusted by the FAO by work contract to update/revise the multilingual
FAO Wildland Fire Management Terminology (FAO Forestry Paper 70, 1986).

Point for decision: The Committee is invited to take note of the team’s activities and comment on
proposals for future work

(iii) Information systems in forestry , preparations for the workshop on information systems in
forestry, Finland in May 2000. 

The Workshop is scheduled to be held from 15 to  20  May in Finland.  A draft programme prepared by the
host country organizers is set out in the annex to this document.

Point for decision: The Committee is invited to discuss and comment the workshop programme, and
propose changes, if any, before t is  finalised and circulated.

(iv) Afforestation , preparations for the seminar in Ireland in September 2002. 

The Steeriing Committee will be informed orally on the preparations of the above seminar.
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ANNEX

Forest and Park Service (FPS) Draft1999-08-16
Finland

Project Plan

Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Technology, Management and Training

WORKSHOP ON INFORMATION SYSTEMS IN FORESTRY

15-20 May 2000
Hyytiälä, Finland

Introduction

We live in an age of information. The objective of this workshop is to highlight the interface between the
sustainable management and use of forests and present information systems (IS) in forestry.

FORESTRY 2000 -workshop aims at presentation of information systems which are already tested or used
in practice. It is important to contribute information about the potential of IS so that organisations are able
to achieve it. One objective is that foresters themselves are able to present applications and judge their
potential.

The coordinator of the workshop will be the Forest and Park Service (Metsähallitus) and the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry (MOAF) will be the organiser. 

Date

Workshop will be held 15th - 20th of May in 2000 in Finland.

Facilities

Conference center and accommodation will be the Forestry Field Station "Hyytiälä" close to lake
Kuivajärvi. Hyytiälä is managed by the University of Helsinki (HU). The auditorium and accommodation
capacity is 110 persons.

Participants

Maximum number of participants is 85. Total number of persons will be 95 including the organizers.

Draft Programme

15th  Monday Travelling to Hyytiälä
Registration
Official Opening on behalf of  JC (Dr Hanns H. Höfle)
Presidential Messages by the Director General of FPS

16th Tuesday Seminars: Session 1
Poster session, exhibition
Working groups
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17th Wednesday Excursions: E1 E2
Social programme in Tampere

18th Thursday Seminars: Session 2 
                                   Session 3

Working groups
Conference Farewell Dinner

19th Friday Closing session and short summary
Travelling to Helsinki

In total 24 papers and 20 posters will be selected for presentation.

Schedule for arrangements

5/1999 Project Plan for Workshop
5/1999 Draft for First Announcement and call for contributions
9/1999 Final Program (Steering Committee session 17.-18.9.1999)
9/1999 First Announcement and call for contributions
9/1999 1. Call for Papers
1/2000 2. Call for Papers
5/2000 Workshop

Material output

CD-rom / internet pages including all proceedings, posters' information and vendors' material. 
No paper output nor abstract book.

Project organisation

1. Organising group

Mr Tuomo Kotimäki, FPS (chairman)
Dr Tuomas Häme, Technical Research Centre of Finland
Dr Matti Kärkkäinen, Finnish Forest Research Institute
Dr Simo Poso, HU
Dr Risto Päivinen, European Forest Institute
Mr Jarmo Hämäläinen, Metsäteho (Research company owned by Finnish forest industry)
Mr Tapani Mäkinen, Forestry Development Centre Tapio
Mr Asko Saatsi, FPS
Mr Jouni Suoheimo, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MOAF)
Secretary N.N., MOAF

2. Presidential group

Mr Jan Heino, FPS (chairman)
Dr Hanns H. Höfle, JC
Mr Cristopher Prins, JC
Mr Anders Portin, MOAF
Mr Tuomo Kotimäki, FPS (secretary)
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Premilinary Budget

Incomes:
Participants 300 EUR    85 * 300 EUR = 25 500 EUR
Vendor stands 300 EUR 10 * 300 EUR =   3 000 EUR
(free sponsoring is accepted)
Funds and other sponsors       6 000 EUR
MMM                                        28 000 EUR
_____________________________________________________
Total                      62 500 EUR

Expenses:
Accomodation, inc. breakfast and lunch (95) 17 500 EUR
CD-rom -material (200) 12 000 EUR
Travelling grants for participants (10)   3 000 EUR
Posters, vendors' room, data connections  etc.   3 000 EUR
Excursions     3 500 EUR
Dinner, extra coffees etc. (95)     2 500 EUR
Other transportation    2 500 EUR
Insurances     2 000 EUR
Social programme     2 000 EUR
FPS (app. 2,5 months)
1,34*1,47* 2,5 month salary                       13 000 EUR
Other (letters, phone calls etc.)                           1 500 EUR
_____________________________________________________
Total 62 500 EUR

Other resources:
MMM (secretary)
1,34*1,47* 5 month salary 15 000 EUR
(works at FPS's headquarter office)
_____________________________________________________

Total expenses 77 500 EUR


