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PREFACE 
 

Sustainable forest management depends upon sustainable forest products market development, and vice 
versa. Both sides of the sector, forest and market, are required to be sustainable in the short term and long term, 
and both sides are based on environmental, social and economic pillars. The entire sector is under scrutiny to 
consider all three pillars in its approach to harvesting, production and marketing. Fortunately the forest and forest 
industry sector is responding positively to demands for sustainable management and development. Industry and 
Governments are working together, along with intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations. Despite 
the attributes of timber, e.g. its renewability and recyclability, some negative issues face the sector worldwide, such 
as illegal logging. The Timber Committee and European Forestry Commission recognize the seriousness of this 
problem, and held a workshop in September 2004 to consider the extent and causes of the problems, and to 
propose remedial action. 

 

The Forest Products Annual Market Review, 2004-2005 is the annual flagship publication of the 
UNECE/FAO Integrated Programme of Work of the Timber Committee and European Forestry Commission in 
the field of timber and forests. The Review analyses forest products market developments within a context of 
policy development and economic conditions. The Review is based on the first available statistics supplied by 
official country statistical correspondents. It is the first comprehensive analysis available each year for the 
UNECE region. It is also a key background document for the annual Timber Committee Market Discussions to be 
held in September 2005.  

 

In addition to the participants in these discussions, it is intended for market specialists, government policy 
makers and others in the sector, as well as outside. In line with UNECE and FAO priorities, the Review aims at 
providing an objective analysis of market and policy developments and providing a stimulus for meaningful policy 
discussion in international forums. In the current Review the following policy issues are specifically described: 

• Forest law enforcement, governance and trade 

• Initiatives to encourage the use of sustainably produced timber products 

• Forest sector development policies 

• Climate change policy 

• Wood energy policies 

• Trade policy and tariff and non-tariff barriers, including phytosanitary measures 

• Emergence of China as a major player in the wood products manufacturing arena 

 

This Review was possible thanks to the direct work of 40 experts and partners. In addition, 100 more 
contributors provided information and statistics. I take this opportunity to express my appreciation to all those 
who contributed, directly and indirectly, to preparing this Forest Products Annual Market Review, as a service to 
Governments and stakeholders throughout the region. 

 

 

 
Brigita Schmögnerová 

Executive Secretary 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
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Eduard L. Akim, Saint Petersburg State Technological University, Russian Federation  
Florian Borlea, Forest Research and Management Institute, Romania  
Jim Bowyer, University of Minnesota, United States  
Michael Buckley, World Hardwoods, United Kingdom  
Nikolai Burdin, OAO NIPIEIlesprom, Russia  
Ariane Crevecoeur, CEPI, Belgium  
Pierre-Marie Desclos, Forest Products Consultant, Italy  
Ralf Dümmer, Zentrale Markt und Preisberichtstelle, Germany  
Ivan Eastin, Center for International Trade in Forest Products, University of Washington, United States 
Håkan Ekström, Wood Resources International, United States  
Jean Fayes, retired from Organisation Européenne des Scieries, France  
Keith Forsyth, VELUX A/S, United Kingdom  
Jameson French, Northland Forest Products, United States  
Carl-Éric Guertin, Quebec Wood Export Bureau, Canada  
Ben Gunneberg, Pan European Forest Certification Council, Luxembourg  
Eric Hansen, Oregon State University, United States  
Osamu Hashiramoto, Forestry Department, FAO, Italy  
Dieter Hesse, UNECE, Switzerland  
James Howard, USDA Forest Service, United States  
Peter Ince, USDA Forest Service, United States  
Hans Jansen, UNECE, Switzerland  
Ronald Jansen, UN Statistics Division, United States  
Eva Janssens, European Panel Federation, Belgium  
Steve Johnson, ITTO, Japan  
Heikki Juslin, University of Helsinki, Finland  
Jari Kärnä, Metsäteollisuuden vientikaupan edistämissäätiö, Finland  
Emiko Kato, Japan Wood-Products Information and Research Center, Japan  
Mikko Kiiskinen, University of Helsinki, Finland  
Eric Kilby, CEPI, Belgium  
Anne Kokkonen, Finnish Forest Industries Federation, Finland  
Erik Kosenkranius, Ministry of Environment, Estonia  
Antti Koskinen, Jakko Pöyry Consulting, Finland  
Florian Kraxner, Institute of Forest Sector Policy and Economics, Austria  
Jean-Jacques Landrot, International Technical Tropical Timber Association, France  
Marcus Larsson, Swedish Energy Agency, Sweden  
Arvydas Lebedys, Forestry Department, FAO, Italy  
Nico Leek, Probos, Netherlands  
Fengming Lin, Chinese Academy of Forestry, China  
Bernard Lombard, CEPI, Belgium  
Gyde Lund, Forest Information Update, United States  
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Elina Maki-Simola, Eurostat, Luxembourg  
Outi-Maria Marin, University of Helsinki, Finland  
Bruce Michie, European Forest Institute, Finland  
Masaki Miyake, ITTO, Japan  
CTS Nair, Forestry Department, FAO, Italy  
Rupert Oliver, hardwoodmarkets.com, United Kingdom  
Lars Göran Olsson, Swedish Forest Industries Federation, Sweden  
Tapani Pahkasalo, Savcor Indufor, Finland  
Heikki Pajuoja, Metsäteho, Finland  
Tomás Parik, Wood and Paper, A.S., Czech Republic  
Lence Petrova, State Institute of Statistics, Macedonia  
Michael Poku-Marbora, University of Helsinki, Finland  
Ain Purge, Ministry of Environment, Estonia  
Ewald Rametsteiner, Institute of Forest Sector Policy and Economics, Austria  
Jukka-Pekka Ranta, Finnish Sawmills, Finland  
John Read, Rossi American Hardwoods, United States  
Tomi Rinne, University of Helsinki, Finland  
Ryo Sasaki, Japan Wood-Products Information & Research Center, Japan  
Annie Savoie, Natural Resources Canada, Canada  
Dieter Schoene, Forestry Department, FAO, Italy  
Al Schuler, USDA Forest Service, United States  
Jeff Serveau, Canadian Forest Service, Canada  
Alexander Shalashov, Scientific Institute of Wood Research, Russian Federation  
Mark Siilivast, Ministry of Environment, Estonia  
Ken Skog, USDA Forest Service, United States  
Russell Taylor, R.E. Taylor & Associates, Ltd., Canada  
Jukka Tissari, Savcor Indufor, Finland  
Riitta Toivonen, Finnish Forest Research Institute, Finland  
David Venables, American Hardwood Export Council, United Kingdom  
Richard Vlosky, Louisiana State University Agricultural Center, United States  
Nelson Y. S. Wong, International Forest List, Malaysia  
Yves Zanatta, Eurostat, Luxembourg  
Chuan Zhao, Japan Wood-Products Information & Research Center, United States  
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STATISTICAL CORRESPONDENTS 

The national statistical correspondents listed below are the key suppliers of data for this publication. We are grateful 
for their essential contribution and their significant efforts in collecting and preparing the data. Complete contact 
information for the correspondents is provided in Forest Products Statistics, 1999-2003.1 

 
Ashot Ananyan, National Statistical Service, Armenia 
Djanbulat Baijumanov, National Statistical Committee, Kyrgyzstan 
Ramazan Bali, General Directorate of Forestry, Turkey 
Anna Margret Björnsdottir, Statistics Iceland, Iceland 
Matthias Brück, Federal Ministry of Consumer Protection, Food and Agriculture, Germany 
Aija Budreiko, Ministry of Agriculture, Latvia 
Nikolay Burdin, OAO NIPIEIlesprom, Russian Federation 
Josefa Carvalho, Direçáo Geral das Florestas, Portugal 
Lydia Denisova, Information and Computer Center of the Agency on Statistics, Kazakhstan 
Mira Dojcinovska, State Statistical Office of the Republic of Macedonia, The fYR of Macedonia 
Branko Glavonjic, University of Belgrade, Serbia and Montenegro 
Hanne Haanaes, Statistics Norway, Norway 
Johannes Hangler, Federal Ministry for Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management, Austria 
Eugene Hendrick, COFORD (National Council for Forest R&D), Ireland 
Aristides Ioannou, Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment, Cyprus 
Constanta Istratescu, National Institute of Wood (INL), Romania 
Henrik Jorgensen, Danish Forest and Nature Agency, Denmark 
Surendra Joshi, National Board of Forestry, Sweden 
Andrius Kuliesis, State Forest Survey Service (SFSS), Lithuania 
Nico A. Leek, Probos, Netherlands 
Angelo Mariano, Ministry of Agricultural and Forest Policies, Italy 
Anthony Mifsud, Ministry of Agriculture, Malta 
Zdenko Milinovic, Agency for Statistics of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Michel Morel, Ministére de l'Agriculture, de l'Alimentation, de la Pêche et des Affaires Rurales, France 
Darko Motik, University of Zagreb - Faculty of Forestry, Croatia 
Mika Mustonen, Finnish Forest Research Institute, Finland 
Felix Näscher, Ministry for Environment, Agriculture and Forestry, Liechtenstein 
Yuri M. Ostapchuk, State Committee on Statistics of Ukraine, Ukraine 
Andras Pluzsik, State Forest Service, Hungary 
Jeffrey Serveau, Natural Resources Canada, Canada 
Vaclav Stransky, Ministry of Agriculture, Czech Republic 
Wladyslaw Strykowski, Wood Technology Institute, Poland 
Rafael S. Suleymanov, State Statistical Committee of Azerbaijan Republic, Azerbaijan 
Roman Svitok, Forest Research Institute (LVU), Slovakia 
Irena Tomsic, Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia, Slovenia 
Dimitris Vakalis, Ministry of Rural Development and Food, Greece 
Mati Valgepea, Estonian Center of Forest Protection and Silviculture, Estonia 
Roberto Vallejo Bombin, Ministry of Environment, Spain 
David Walker, Swiss Agency for Environment, Forests and Landscape, Switzerland 
Sheila Ward, Forestry Commission, United Kingdom 
Thomas Westcot, U.S. Department of Agriculture, United States of America 
Frank Wolter, Forest Administration of Luxembourg, Luxembourg 

                                                      
1 Forest Products Statistics is available at www.unece.org/trade/timber/mis/fp-stats.htm 
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DATA SOURCES 
 

The data on which the Forest Products Annual Market Review is based are collected from official national 
correspondents2 through the FAO/UNECE/Eurostat/ITTO Joint Forest Sector Questionnaire, distributed in April 
2005. Within the 55-country UNECE region, data for the 29 EU and EFTA countries are collected and validated by 
Eurostat, and for other UNECE countries by UNECE/FAO Geneva. 

The statistics for this Review are from the TIMBER database system. As the database is continually being updated, 
any one publication’s analysis is only a snapshot of the database at that particular time. The database and 
questionnaires are in a state of permanent development. Data quality differs between countries, products and years. 
Improvement of data quality is a continuing task of the secretariat, paying special attention to the CIS and central and 
eastern European countries. With our partner organizations and national correspondents, we strongly believe that the 
quality of the international statistical base for analysis of the forest products sector is steadily improving. Our goal is to 
have a single, complete, current database, validated by national correspondents, with the same figures available from 
FAO in Rome, Eurostat in Luxembourg, ITTO in Yokohama and UNECE/FAO in Geneva. We are convinced that 
the data set used in the Review is the best available as of July 2005. The data appearing in this publication form only a 
small part of the total data available. Forest Products Statistics will include all of the data available for the years 2000-
2004. The TIMBER database is available on the website of the joint Timber Committee and European Forestry 
Commission at www.unece.org/trade/timber/mis.htm. 

The secretariat is grateful that correspondents provided actual statistics for 2004 and, in the absence of formal 
statistics, their best estimates. Therefore, all statistics for 2004 are provisional and subject to confirmation next year. 
The responsibility for national data lies with the national correspondents. The official data supplied by the 
correspondents account for the great majority of records. In some cases, where no data were supplied, or when data 
were confidential, the secretariat has estimated figures to keep region and product aggregations comparable and to 
maintain comparability over time. Estimations are flagged within this publication, but only for products at the lowest 
level of aggregation.  

In addition to the official statistics received by questionnaire, trade association and government statistics are 
used to complete the analysis for 2004 and early 2005. Supplementary information came from experts, including 
national statistical correspondents, trade journals and internet sites. Most of these sources are cited where they 
occur in the text, at the end of the chapters, on the list of contributors and in the annex reference list. 

 
 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 
“Apparent consumption” is calculated by adding a country’s production to imports and subtracting exports. 

Apparent consumption volumes are not adjusted for levels of stocks. 
“Net trade” is the balance of exports and imports and is positive for net exports, i.e. when exports exceed 

imports, and is negative for net imports, i.e. when imports exceed exports. Trade data for the 25 European 
Union countries include intra-EU trade, which is often estimated by the countries. Export data usually include 
re-exports. Subregional trade aggregates in tables include trade occurring between countries of the subregion. 

For a breakdown of the regions, please see the map in the annex. References to EU refer to the 25 countries in the 
EU in 2004. 

The term “softwood” is used synonymously with “coniferous”. “Hardwood” is used synonymously with “non-
coniferous” or “broadleaved”. More definitions appear in the electronic annex. 

All references to “ton” or “tons” in this text represent the metric unit of 1,000 kilograms (kg). 
The term “oven-dry” in this text is used in relation to the weight of a product in a completely dry state, e.g. an 

oven-dry metric ton of wood fibre means 1,000 kg of wood fibre containing no moisture at all. 

                                                      
2 Correspondents are listed with their complete contact details in  “Forest Products Statistics, 2000-2004”. 
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SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS USED 
(Infrequently-used abbreviations spelled out in the text may not be listed again here.) 

 

… not available 
$ United States dollar unless otherwise specified 
ATFS American Tree Farm System 
BJC builders' joinery and carpentry 
CEECs Central and eastern European countries 
CIS Commonwealth of Independent States 
CO2 carbon dioxide 
CoC Chain-of-custody 
CSA Canadian Standards Association 
DIY do it yourself 
ECB European Central Bank 
EFSOS European Forest Sector Outlook Study  
EFTA European Free Trade Association 
EQ equivalent of wood in the rough 
ETS Emissions Trading System  
EWPs engineered wood products 
FDI foreign direct investment 
FOB free on board 
FSC Forest Stewardship Council 
GDP gross domestic product 
GHG greenhouse gas  
IMF International Monetary Fund 
IPPC Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control 
ISPM International Standard for Phytosanitary Measures  
ITTO International Tropical timber Organization 
LVL laminated veneer lumber 
m.t. metric ton  
m2 square metre 
m3 cubic metre 
MDF medium density fibreboard 
NAFTA North American Free Trade Agreement 
NGO non governmental organization 
NTMs non-tariff measures  
OSB oriented strand board 
PEFC Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification Schemes 
PoC Province of China 
SAR Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of China 
SFI Sustainable Forestry Initiative 
SFM sustainable forest management 
tCO2e (metric) tons of carbon dioxide equivalent  
VAWPs value-added wood products 




