
 

  

UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber 

Impact of Climate Change 

on Forest Work 

Workshop 
11 November 2013, Room XXIII, Palais des Nations, Geneva 

Followed by a field trip on 12 November 2013 

organized by the Swiss Federal Office for the Environment 

In Europe, there are roughly 50 000 forestry contractors. They are crucial to the forest 

sector and its transition towards a green economy. By harvesting wood from the forests, they 

not only provide raw material to the forest industry and renewable energy producers; they 

also contribute to the sustainable management of forests.  

Climate change is expected to directly impact forest contractors for example by generating 

arduous labour conditions (higher temperatures, wetter soils…), limiting harvest time 

(reduced period with frozen soil) or increasing volume harvested in forest, which have been 

damaged by pests, diseases, storm and fires. This will have bearing on the health and safety 

of forest workers, as well as the way forest operations are organized and conducted. Such 

consequences should be taken into consideration when developing related policies and 
training programmes. 

The ECE/FAO/ILO Joint Expert Network to implement Sustainable Forest 

Management will hold a workshop to identify climate change related impacts on forestry 

work. To address those challenges, the meeting will review existing solutions and possible 

innovations and formulate recommendations for forest entrepreneurs, forest machinery 

manufacturers, forest owners as well as policy makers and training centres. 

 

Interpretation services will be provided in English, French and Russian. 

 

For More Information Contact: 

Arnaud Brizay, arnaud.brizay@fao.org 

http://www.unece.org/forests/meetings.html  



 

Provisional Agenda 
11 November 2013, Room XXIII, Palais des Nations, Geneva 

Opening (10:00) 

Mr. Christian Salvignol, Chair of the UNECE/FAO/ILO Joint Expert Network to implement Sustainable 

Forest Management 

Ms. Paola Deda, Chief, UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section 

Video message of Mr. Gaston Franco, Member of the European Parliament 

Setting the scene  

• Climate change impacts, vulnerability and adaptation, EEA 

• Challenges for a sustainable forest workforce in the ECE region, UNECE/FAO 

 

Regional Perspectives 

• A central European perspective, KWF Germany 

• A northern European perspective, Metla, Finland 

• Impact of Climate Change on Russian, WWF, Russian Federation 

 

Impact of Climate Change on Forest Health 

• Climate Change Impacts and Adaptive Strategies - A Focus on Forest Pests and Diseases, 

FERS Ltd, Ireland 

• Dealing with the Impact of Climate Change and the Mountain Pine Beetle Epidemic on Forest 

Work (tbc) 

Lunch Break 

Impact of Climate Change on Forest Operations 

• Impacts on safety and health: fields for action, AEH, Switzerland 

• Possible consequences on harvesting, FRI, Switzerland 

• Organizing forest operations in a changing climate, KWF, Germany 

• Economic and social impacts on forest work and sustainable forest management, ENFE 

• Forestry machines adaptation, PONSSE, Germany 

• The point of view of forest owners (tbc) 

 

Challenges and Opportunities  

• Discussion with speakers and meeting participants 

 

Conclusions and Recommendations (18:00) 

Mr. Christian Salvignol, Chair  

Mr. Dominique Reeb, Deputy Chief, UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section 

 

 

 


