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Abbreviations  
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity 
C&I  Criteria and Indicators for Sustainable Forest Management  
EU  European Union 
FAO   Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations  
FTE  Full Time Equivalent 
GCC  General Co-ordinating Committee 
ha  Hectares 
MCPFE  Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe 
NGO  Non-governmental organization 
SFM  Sustainable Forest Management 
VD  Vienna Declaration 
V1-5  Vienna Resolutions 1 to 5 
L1-2  Lisbon Resolutions 1 and 2 
UNECE  United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
UNFF  United Nations Forum on Forests 
UNCCD United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
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1. Background 
 
In preparation for the Fifth Ministerial Conference (Warsaw, Poland, 5-7 November 2007), the MCPFE 
decided to review and report on progress in implementing the commitments made at the Fourth 
Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe in Vienna (2003). Also, further progress 
made since 2003 in implementing commitments made at the Ministerial Conferences in Lisbon (1998), 
Helsinki (1993), and in Strasbourg (1990) should be reported through this enquiry. 
 
In addition, it was decided to report on the MCPFE qualitative indicators on sustainable forest 
management (SFM). The reporting format for the improved qualitative Pan-European Indicators for 
SFM addresses policies, institutions and instruments in general as well as more specifically by policy 
areas. The improved qualitative indicators comprise a reporting format, which is grouped into: 
A) Overall policies, institutions and instruments for sustainable forest management, 
B) Policies, institutions and instruments by policy area. 
 
The ministers gathered in Vienna reaffirmed that the criteria and indicators for SFM were a tool for 
monitoring, assessing and reporting progress on sustainable forest management. In consequence, the 
enquiry should collect the relevant data and information for reporting on the qualitative Pan-European 
Indicators for SFM in the context of the MCPFE report on the “State of Forests and Sustainable Forest 
Management in Europe 2007” to be presented at the forthcoming Fifth Ministerial Conference. 
 
The next Ministerial Conference will also provide an opportunity to assess the implementation of the 
political commitments on forests made by the European Ministers in Vienna. In order to answer this 
question and to understand the lessons learned from the work conducted so far, it was decided that 
the implementation report of the MCPFE commitments for the upcoming Ministerial Conference will be 
based on the replies by signatory states and the European Commission to the enquiry questions 
contained in this document and the related evaluation. This will form a part of the report on the 
implementation of MCPFE commitments to be presented at the forthcoming Fifth Ministerial 
Conference. 
The General Coordinating Committee (GCC) of the MCPFE recommended that one enquiry would 
cover the MCPFE qualitative indicators as well as the MCPFE commitments. It was further 
recommended by the Advisory Group on the reporting on the “State of Forests and Sustainable Forest 
Management in Europe 2007” to include the enquiry on the quantitative indicator 6.4 “Expenditure for 
Services” in this enquiry, as the MCPFE country representatives are deemed to be the most 
appropriate respondents to this particular indicator.  
 

2. General guidance on reporting  
 
This enquiry on the implementation of the MCPFE commitments and on the MCPFE qualitative 
indicators for SFM should enable responding countries to provide the best possible information for two 
reports: 

1.  “State of Forests and Sustainable Forest Management in Europe 2007”  
2.  “Implementation of the MCPFE Commitments – pan-European and national Activities 2003-

2007”.  
 
The main focus of the enquiry is on assessing and reporting the progress on SFM in European forests 
as well as the progress in the implementation of commitments the signatory states and the European 
Community made at the Fourth Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe (Vienna, 
Austria, 2003). The enquiry should also gather the information on the main changes or further 
developments in the implementation of the Helsinki, Strasbourg and Lisbon Resolutions since 2003.  
 
The enquiry consists of the following parts: 
Part A: “Overall policies, institutions and instruments for SFM” is structured according to the MCPFE 

qualitative indicators Part A. It comprises: 
 

Section 1: MCPFE qualitative indicators Part A: Overall policies, institutions and instruments 
for SFM. These five indicators aim to describe overall policy approaches for a sustainable 
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forest management. Additionally, significant changes since the last Ministerial Conference 
should be reported. This part will be used for the report on the State of Forests and 
Sustainable Forest Management in Europe 2007. 
 
Section 2: MCPFE commitments of the Fourth Ministerial Conference 2003 (Vienna 
Declaration, Vienna Resolutions V1-5 as well as clearly related MCPFE commitments of the 
Third Ministerial Conference 1998 (Lisbon Resolution L-2). This part will be used for the 
Report on the National Implementation of MCPFE Commitments. 
 
Section 3: Further measures taken related to the qualitative indicators and comments provide 
the opportunity to report on further measures under a specific qualitative indicator and to 
provide data specifications or explanations. 

 
Part B: “Policies, institutions and instruments by policy area” is structured according to the MCPFE 

qualitative indicators Part B. It comprises: 
 
Section 1: MCPFE qualitative indicators Part B: Policies, institutions and instruments by policy 
area. Twelve indicators under Part B  aim to provide information on specific policies for certain 
policy areas in addition to the information provided in Part A. This concerns the most specific 
policy objectives, the main institutions relevant to achieve the objective as well as the main 
policy instruments used. Additionally, significant changes since the last Ministerial Conference 
in 2003 should be reported.  
 
Section 2: MCPFE commitments of the Fourth Ministerial Conference 2003 (Vienna 
Declaration, Vienna Resolutions V1-5) as well as clearly related MCPFE commitments of the 
Third Ministerial Conference 1998 (Lisbon Resolution L-2) 

 
Section 3: Further measures taken related to the qualitative indicator and comments provide 
the opportunity to report on further measures under a specific qualitative indicator. 

 
Part C: General reporting on Lisbon, Helsinki and Strasbourg Resolutions 
 
Part D: Enquiry on the quantitative indicator 6.4 “Expenditure for Services”  
 
 
While the enquiry to signatory states and the European Commission requests reporting on MCPFE 
qualitative indicators and on MCPFE commitment implementation in an integrated format, both the 
analysis of responses and of the reporting will be separate. As specified in the previous chapter, this 
enquiry will result in two separate reports:  

1. “State of Forests and Sustainable Forest Management in Europe 2007” 
2. “Implementation of MCPFE commitments 2003-2007” 

 
For reporting, please note the following: 

1. In the tables all requests for responses are marked by [     ], visible on computer screens 
(not necessarily on print-outs). All requests for responses are limited to approx. 100 words or 
650 letters (incl. blank spaces) automatically. 

2. The sum of texts provided per indicator in Parts A and B should not exceed 2 pages, and be 
around 1 page, if possible. 

3. Section 2 in Parts A and B presents an abbreviated summary of the original commitment text. 
This should facilitate identifying topics addressed, but not replace the original commitment. 
Please read the original commitments as specified in the reference numbers. These specify 
the document as well as the commitment number as numbered in the original commitment. 
(e.g. VD/7 = Vienna Declaration, para7, V1/9,12 = Vienna Resolution 1, paras 9 and 12) 
V=Vienna, L=Lisbon 

4. The requests in Section 2 of Parts A and B on the implementation of MCPFE commitments 
specify to report ”measures”, i.e. forest policy actions set to implement a commitment. The 
responses should, as far as possible, be made in a form that allows identifying the type and 
magnitude of efforts undertaken. In the responses, “Measures” should be classified or 
classifiable into the following categories:  
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Classes of “magnitude” for measures Examples of documents related to 

“measures” 
large measures: e.g. major programme  public programme document and/or related 

lists of projects 
medium-size measure: individual projects  list of projects funded 
small measures: e.g. individual actions  workshops organized, etc. 

 
Degree of implementation of a reported measure  
No measure taken (or blank space) 
Measure in planning stage 
Measure in implementation  
Measure concluded 

 
Degree of fulfillment of commitment through the measure reported 
fully 
partly  
not or rather minor 

 
Each of the responses in Section 2 of Parts A and B will be classified and analysed in 
these three dimensions.  

 
5. In Part B please concentrate in particular on those indicators that are linked to the Vienna 

resolutions: B2 (carbon balance), B6 (biodiversity), B8 (economic viability) and B12 (cultural 
and spiritual values). 

6. Please report on “measures” taken in the period 2003-2007 by the main body (Ministry) 
responsible for forestry, or where this main body played a key role. Countries with a federal 
structure are requested to focus first on major initiatives on the national level and to provide 
information on major federal measures, identifying the federal state in which the measure was 
taken.  

7. Reporting on significant changes since 2003 will be analysed systematically, first by 
determining whether or not such changes were reported. No information is interpreted as “no 
significant change”.  

8. Please provide further information on the measures taken, as deemed relevant, e.g. major 
partners in implementation, time period, budget involved, experiences made (lessons learned, 
obstacles encountered, solutions). 

9. Please provide the latest information available unless otherwise requested. 
10. Please specify reference documents as follows: - Author or institution. Year of publication (if 

published). Title. Reference Number. Publisher.  
11. Information provided on the implementation of MCPFE commitment will be analysed 

quantitatively across countries according to the specifications as in paras 4 and 7, in addition 
to the substantive analysis. 

12. The report Implementation of the MCPFE Commitments – pan-European and national 
Activities 2003-2007 is foreseen to consist of a section on international implementation of the 
MCPFE commitments (the MCPFE Work Programme 2003-2007) as well as a summary 
analysis for each of the Parts A and B Section 2 as well as Part C of this enquiry. 
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A. Overall policies, institutions and instruments for SFM 
 
A.1 National forest programmes or similar  
Main characteristics of 
nfp or similar 
 

General characteristics, incl. significant changes related to nfps since 2003 
[max. 100 words]  
The key components of the UK's NFP are the Forestry Strategies for 
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, The UK Forestry Standard 
and the UK Woodland Assurance Standard (UKWAS).  
 
Since 2003 the countries  have each reported on strategy implementation, 
undertaken public consultations on reviewing the strategies, and have or 
are about to publish new strategies. The UK Forestry Standard was revised 
in 2004. The UK Woodland Assurance Standard was revised in 2006.  
 
The UK NFP is currently under review.  

Reference document: Sustainable Forestry In The UK: The UK's National Forestry Programme.  
 
Status 
 

 programme 
in development 

 programme in 
implementation 

 programme 
in review 

 continuous 
process or other 

Further information:  In 1999 forestry in the UK became a devolved issue, meaning responsibility for 
forests (at national level, including funding) transferred from the Westminster Government, England to 
the Scottish Parliament in Scotland and the Welsh Assembly in Wales. The development of 
international forestry policy and related discussions remains as a central responsibility for the UK 
Westminster Government. The Scottish Forestry Strategy has been reviewed and was launched in 
2006.  England's Forestry Strategy, after a period of review and consultation is due to be launched in 
2007. The Welsh Forestry Strategy has been reviewed.  
 
Since devolution the challenge to the Government departments, the Devolved Administrations, 
private forestry organisations, NGO's and representative bodies has been to ensure effective 
communication and appropriate consultation with stakeholders in the development of forest policies.  
 
MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to A.1:  
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) develop and apply 
nfps1 in line with the 
MCPFE approach to 
nfps?  
(Ref.: V1/ 7) 

Please specify whether and in which form they were applied, and whether 
there is any important lesson for the MCPFE (usefulness, development 
needs,..) [max. 100 words] 
 The UK NFP, published in 2003 was developed in line with the MCPFE 
approach. The key components of the NFP, the Country Forestry 
Strategies, have since all been reviewed and updated in line with that initial 
process. 
 

b) identify and address 
key cross-sectoral 
dimensions in the 
context of nfps? 
(Ref.: VD/13,14; V1/ 5, 8) 

Please specify whether or not, main dimensions identified, and what major 
explicit measures were taken. [max. 100 words] 
The Forestry Commission has by agreement with the devolved 
administrations identified  a number of regulations, processes issues which 
the Forestry Commission leads and implements on a cross sectoral basis, 
such as Forest Research, Plant Health and International Policy. 
  

c) use the nfp process 
as a platform for cross-
sectoral coordination, 
and to feed results into 
other policies? 
(Ref.: VD/ 16,19; V1/ 
9,10,11) 

Please specify whether or not, and if yes, how nfp is used as a platform or 
initiator of a mechanism; who is involved; and in what specific other 
policies nfp results were explicitly included. [max. 100 words] 
 
Yes, through the development of the country Forestry Strategies, the UK  
has identified cross-sectoral issues. The priority areas for immediate 
action, shared across the UK are:  
Sustainable Consumption and Production, Climate Change and Energy, 
Natural Resource Protection and Environmental Enhancement, 
Sustainable Communities and Rural Development.   

                                                 
1 nfp = national forest programme 
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d) Does the nfp address 
- socio-cultural,  
- biodiversity,  
- carbon & climate issues 
(Ref.: V3/5; V5/ 5; V6/ 6)

Please specify for each, if yes, specify main explicit targets and measures 
taken. [max. 100 words]  
Yes, the structure and content of each of the country Forestry Strategies is 
tailored to meet the needs of England, Scotland & Wales, reflecting the 
environmental, economic and social differences in each country.  
 
The strategies set out a number of specific themes and targets including, 
tackling climate change, effective exchange of information, improving the 
environment, promoting wood as a renewable resource, recreation and 
tourism, and empowering communities and supporting rural development.  
 
 

e) promote participation 
of stakeholders in forest 
policy & program 
development? 
(Ref.:L1/2) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
In monitoring, reviewing and updating the country Forestry Strategies,  
major consultations with a wide range of stakeholders were undertaken. 
 
Strategy development is supported by Working and Advisory Groups, 
which promotes diversity and participation in UK forest policy as each 
country adapts policies to their own circumstances. 
  
For example in Scotland, a Forestry for People Advisory Panel has been 
established to advise the Forestry Commission on optimising the benefits 
from forestry for local communities.   
 
 

Further measures taken related to A.1 and comments: 
      
 

 
Reporting notes: 
1. „nfp“ is understood to comprise both nfps or similar documents or processes. If nfps exist, please 
use this as main reference. If similar documents are used for answering, please specify the document 
(or process) under “Reference document”. 
2. Reporting on general characteristics could include formal status of the document, validity period of 
current document, duration of process, range of stakeholders involved, major results or key lessons. 
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A.2 Institutional frameworks  
Main characteristics of 
institutional framework 
 

general characteristics, incl. significant changes related to institutional 
frameworks since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
The Forestry Commission operates across Great Britain (GB) as a cross 
boarder public body.  Forestry is the responsibility of  Ministers in England, 
Scotland and Wales; certain GB functions such as international forest 
policy, EU matters and plant health are not devolved and remain the 
responsibiliy of the Westminster parliament.       
 

Main public organizations 
forest policy:  

Name (full formal name) Forest-related 
staff (2005, FTE) 

Administrative 
budget (mil€,2005)

- forest administration  
 
 

 Forestry Commission GB plus 
(devolved) Forestry Commission 
England, Scotland & Wales. 
 Dept of Environment, Food & Rural 
Affairs.   

2851 94 

                   
                  - public forest agencies 

(national level)                    
Forest Research Agency 276 20 - research, education 

and training institutions                   
- other (please specify)                   
                   
                   

Conferderation Of Forest 
Industries(UK) Ltd. (ConFor) 
Forestry and Timber Association 
Forest Products Association  

Main private organizations 
relevant for forest policy: 
(interest groups and 
associations) 

      

  

      
      
      

other organizations 
relevant for forest policy 
(e.g. private- 
public bodies)       

  

Main forest policy co-
ordination mechanisms  

Please describe the main formal mechanisms of policy co-ordination 
between the organizations above, if any. Please specify the year of 
establishment and major experiences, as appropriate (see reporting note) 
[max. 100 words]  
GB Forest policy has been devolved since 1999. Each country has 
mechasims for co-ordinating forest policy, with  National Committies for 
England, Scotland and Wales appointed by the Forestry Commissioners 
under Section 2(3) of the Forestry Act 1967.  
 
The National Committiees provide advice and strategic direction to 
Ministers and to the Forestry Commissioners. Each committee consists of 
representatives from the Forestry Commission and public and private 
organisations. 
 
 In addition Regional Advisory Committees provide advice to the Forestry 
Commissioners on the performance and function of the Forestry 
Commissioners and the Forestry Commission's duties.  
 
Private sector organisations, such as ConFor, work in partnership with 
governments and other relevant organisations and groups that will enable 
the UK to realize greater benefits from a prosperous forest industry, and 
actively to address policies, regulations and developments constraining the 
contribution of our forest industries   
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to A.2 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
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a) support the 
establishment of 
associations of private 
forest owners and forest 
entrepreneurs? 
(Ref.: VD/12; V2/18, 19) 

Please specify whether or not, if yes, in what form, and results so far. [max. 
100 words] 
The forestry industry plays an important part in the economies of England, 
Scotland and Wales, particularly in some rural communities where it is a 
significant source of income and employment. 
   
For example The Confederation of Forest Industries (UK) Ltd. (ConFor) 
has been established, with assistance from the government, to help build 
the market for timber and timber products, create a supportive policy 
environment for the forest owners and industry and to help our members 
become more competitive and successful. 
 
An additional example is InTEC a focal point working to broaden the use of 
timber in the countryside by encouraging innovative solutions. The project's 
aims of promoting sustainability, workability and aesthetic credentials of 
timber satisfy government policies regarding the built environment.  
 

b) establish or improve 
intersectoral co-
ordination or 
communication 
mechanisms? 
(Ref.: VD/15, 18; V1/ 6) 

Please specify whether or not, and if yes, which major measures were 
taken [max. 100 words] 
The Forestry Commission's National and Regional Committees give 
strategic advice to the Forestry Commission on issues affecting the 
delivery of forest policy. 
Each committee consists of representatives from the Forestry Commission 
and public - private organisations.   

Further measures taken related to A.2 and comments: 
 All measures described are large and are either fully or are continuing to be implemented.      
 

 
Reporting notes:  
1. Institutional framework is understood to refer mainly to the organizational set-up of forest policy in 
the country. It further comprises formal co-ordinating mechanisms between these (incl. e.g. nfp).  
2. Please describe federal structures and further sub-national level organizational structures under 
“main characteristics”.  
3. Please list organizations with a mandate to develop or implement forest policy on the national level 
only. Note that all major organizations listed in Part B should also be listed here. Interest groups and 
associations include e.g. private forest owners, environmental NGOs. 
4. In case of public organizations, please specify forest-related staff (number, in full-time equivalent) 
and budget only. Use the “comments” section for further specification, if needed. 
5. Note that mechanisms referred to in A.2 a) and A.2 b) include nfps – please do not repeat from A1 
(text there will be taken into account). It also includes public-private partnership initiatives. 



 

 10 

 
A.3 Legal/regulatory frameworks and international commitments 
Main characteristics of 
legal/regulatory 
framework 

general characteristics, incl. significant changes related to legal/regulatory 
frameworks since 2003 [max. 100 words]  
Forestry is a devolved subject and the Forestry Commission answers 
separately to Ministers in England, Scotland and Wales. Ministers agreed 
that a number of the Commission's functions would be operated on a cross 
GB basis, inlcuding International Policy and Plant Health.  
Please list the main legal act related to forests and SFM (see also Part B) Main forest and SFM 

related legal/regulatory 
act Forest law, 

act or code 
Name: Forestry Act 1967 (as amended), the Plant Health Act 
1967, the Countryside Act (Scotland) 1967 and the 
Countryside Act 1958.  Strategies-Land Reform Scotland 
(2003). The Countryside Rights of Of Way Act (CROW) 
(2000).     
Date of adoption: See above.    
Main changes from previous legal act: The Government of 
Wales Act 1998, the Scotland Act 1998 and the Forestry 
Commission Regulatory Reform Order 2006. 

Main priorities and 
measures in 
international forest 
related commitments  

Please describe, incl. Significant changes related to international 
characteristics since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
The UK is internationally committed to sustainable forest management, 
having adopted the Statement of Forest principles at the 1992 Rio earth 
Summit and having signed all Ministerial resolutions & declarations at the 
four Ministerial Confernces on the Protection of Forests in Europe.  
Forest Landscape Restoration. Sustainable Timber Procurement policies. 
FLEG.  
 
The UK remains fully engaged in the UNFF and the MCPFE, in addition to 
other cross sectoral processes such as UNFCCC and the CBD.  

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to A.3: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) improve security of 
property rights  
(Ref.: V3/7) 

Please specify whether or not, and if yes, which issue was addressed and 
how. [max. 100 words] 
Since the Country Forestry Strategies were first published new legislation 
has been introduced for the implementation of the Strategies-Land Reform 
Scotland 2003 and in England and Wales the Countryside Rights of Of 
Way Act (CROW) 2000.  
 
The Forestry Commission through the adoption of the CROW Act  
(England and Wales) made new provision for dedicating access rights to 
the countryside. On the commencement of CROW in 2004 significant 
areas of the Forestry Commission freehold estate was dedicated for public 
access in perpetuity. 
 

b) address forest law 
enforcement 
 
 
(Ref.: VD/20; V4/6, 7) 

Please specify whether or not, and if yes, which issue was addressed and 
how. [max. 100 words] 
The UK Government is working nationally and internationally through  EU 
FLEG, the G8, the UN and other partnerships to address illegal logging 
and promote sustainable forest management. In particular we working with 
other major G8 timber consuming countries to follow up commitments 
made to tackle illegal logging at the G8 Environment and Development 
Ministerial in March 2005. 
 
 For example, since 2003 The Department for International Development 
has lead on the negotiation of Partnership Agreements with timber 
producing countries and has secured £24 million over the next five years to 
support the Volutary Partnership Agreement process and other measures 
against illegal logging. 

c) support enabling 
environments for SFM 

Please specify whether or not, and if yes, which issue was addressed and 
how. [max. 100 words] 
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and investment 
 
(Ref.: V2/7) 

The UK supports and encourages the creation and active management of 
woodlands. The planting and management of woodlands is guided by the 
Forestry Strategies of England, Scotland and Wales and financially 
supported by woodland grant schemes, industry support, partnership 
funding and Rural Development Programs.  

d) support international 
processes, 
commitments and their 
implementation in  
- UNFF, CPF, IPF/IFF 
proposals for action,  
- CBD,  
- UNFCCC and Kyoto 
Protocol 
(Ref.: VD/23, 24; V4/4, 
14, V5/6, 10) 

Please specify whether or not, and if yes, which, separately for the different 
commitments [max. 100 words] 
 The UK engages on forestry in the United Nations Forum on Forests, the 
European Union, the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in 
Europe, the ‘G8’ and meetings of the signatories to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity and the Framework Convention on Climate Change. 
The Forestry Commission plays a positive and active role in these 
processes and implements its commitments through the Country Forestry 
Strategies. 
 
The UK is internationally committed to sustainable forest management, 
having adopted the Statement of Forest principles at the 1992 Rio earth 
Summit and having signed all Ministerial declarations and resolutions at 
the four Ministerial Confernces on the Protection of Forests in Europe. 
 
The UK continues to host meetings and fund partcipation to support 
MCPFE working groups, the UNFF, CPF, IPF/IFF and the UNECE Timber 
Committee.     
 

Further measures taken related to A.3 and comments: 
(incl. e.g. on UNCCD)  The UK is a signatory to the European Landscape Convention. This 
encourages public authorities to adopt policies and measures for protecting, managing and planning 
landscapes.  

 
Reporting notes:  
1. Commitments, signature and ratification of major international commitments will be collected from 
the relevant conventions (UNFF, CBD, UNFCCC, CCD, ITTO, CITES, Ramsar, etc.). 
2. Under “Main characteristics” please describe situation of legal frameworks with respect to 
distribution of responsibilities in general (central or federal, the diversity of key legal acts) as well as 
significant changes related to legal/regulatory frameworks and international characteristics since 2003.  
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A.4 Financial instruments/economic policy 
Main characteristics of 
forest-related economic 
policy  

Please describe, incl. significant changes related to economic policy since 
2003 [max. 100 words] 
At a GB level the Forestry Commission's resources support work which 
benefits all three countries, inlcuding research and development, plant 
health and representing British interests on the international stage.  
 
The Country Forestry Stategies identify and target resources in England, 
Scotland and Wales  to sustain and expand  woodlands and associated 
business and rural economic development; this is achieved through 
woodland grant schemes and the rural development programmes.       
 
Please describe characteristics of main financial instruments, incl. 
Significant changes in financial instruments since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
A Regulatory Reform Order was approved by the Westminster Parliament 
in 2005. The Order increases the powers of the Forestry Commission in 
England and Wales by amending the Forestry Act  1967 and the 
Countryside Act 1968. The order enables the Forestry Commission to enter 
into joint commercial ventures and commercially exploit its research.  
Main budget 
line / 
programme 

Name: Forestry Commission GB 
Target/objective: Woodland management and creation 
Forest-related budget: 66 mil € for period 2005-2006 

Main budget 
line / 
programme 

Name:       
Target/objective:       
Forest-related budget:       mil € for period       

Main characteristics of 
financial instruments  

Main budget 
line / 
programme 

Name:       
Target/objective:       
Forest-related budget:       mil € for period       

Main reference document(s): (please list documents with reference numbers)  
Forestry Commission Annual Report and Accounts 
 
MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to A.4: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) set incentives for 
investment, including 
innovative economic 
instruments  
(Ref.: V2/7, 17) 

Please specify whether or not. If yes, describe measures, what they aim to 
address, dimension, and effects so far. [max. 100 words] 
 
The Country Forestry Strategies  recognize the contribution of forestry to 
economic development. Each country through partnership working and a 
suite of woodland grants supports incentives for investment and 
development in SFM. 
 
For example the England Forest Industries Partnership aims to strengthen 
the competitivenss of the English forest industry and its ability to contribute 
to wider sustainable development objectives. 
 
Another example is the Economic Analysis of Forestry Policy in England, 
which analysed the economic rationale for government intervention in 
forestry and assesses the costs and benefits from such intervention in 
England, in order to assess the appropriate roles of the public and private 
sectors and any changes that may be required in strategic delivery 
mechanisms. 
 

Further measures taken related to A.4 and comments: 
      
 

 
Reporting notes:  
1. Main budget lines/programmes: please list the top three governmental funding programmes related 
to forestry, incl. governmental (public) programmes or budget lines with a relevant or significant 
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forestry component. Target group of these budget lines include not only forest owners or state forest 
enterprises but also research and education institutions. 
A.5 Informational means  
Main characteristics of 
informational policies  

Please describe main characteristics and programmes, incl. significant 
changes in informational means since 2003. [max. 100 words] 
Forest policy has been devolved since 1999. Each country has mechasims 
for co-ordinating forest policy, with  National Committies for England, 
Scotland and Wales appointed by the Forestry Commissioners under 
Section 2(3) of the Forestry Act 1967.  
 
The National Committies provide advice and strategic direction to Ministers 
and to the Forestry Commissioners. Each Committies consists of 
representatives from the Forestry Commission and public or private 
organisations. In addition Regional Advisory Committees provide advice to 
the Forestry Commissioners on the performance and function of the 
Forestry Commissioners and the Forestry Commission's duties.      
 
The UK Government’s involvement in international forestry developments 
is led by the Forestry Commission and the Department for International 
Development (DFID), with the involvement of other government 
departments and is conducted through the International Forestry Group. 
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to A.5: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) develop and use 
national level criteria 
and indicators for SFM, 
incl. in nfps?  
(Ref.: VD/25, L2/1) 

Please specify whether or not. If yes, please describe measures. [max. 100 
words] 
In the UK the Forestry Commission is responsible for developing and 
maintaining the UK Forestry Standard, which was revised in 2004, along 
with other more detailed guidelines as the statements of C&I for 
sustainable development in the forestry sector.  
 
In addition UKWAS, which sets C&I for SFM and forest certification in the 
UK was revised and relaunched in 2006.  
 
The Foresry Commission and DARNI developed and published UK 
indicators of sustainable forestry which are linked to MCPFE C&I.  
 
England, Scotland & Wales have C&I in place to monitor implementation of 
SFM against their Forestry Strategies.  
 

b) improve data-
collection on SFM and 
monitoring of 
- biodiversity  
- carbon stock and 
climate impact?  
(Ref.: V4/9, 13; 
V5/7,9,10; L2/2, 4, 6) 

Please specify whether or not. If yes, describe measures and what they 
aim to address. [max. 100 words] 
To improve the monitoring of SFM C&I in the UK the Forestry Commission, 
in association with the Forest Service (Northern Ireland) published "UK 
Indicators of Sustainable Forestry" in 2003. The 40 indicators cover a wide 
range of aspects of sustainable forestry in the UK. The indicators are 
based on The UK Forestry Standard and Pan-European Indicators of SFM, 
and have been developed through two rounds of consultation.  
 
In addition the Science and Innovation Strategy in British Forestry (2005) 
sets out how research programmes are determined and how they are 
linked to forestry strategies and the wider policy objectives of UK 
Government and the devolved administrations to improve the collection of 
SFM data.   

c) use C&I in 
assessment, evaluation 
and reporting?  
(Ref.: VD/25, L2/3, 4) 

Please specify whether or not. If yes, describe measures and what they 
aim to address. [max. 100 words] 
The  UK Forestry Standard and the UKWAS specifies the C&I for SFM. 
These are the management standards that must be met to receive grants , 
qualify for required felling licences,  achieve compliance with certification 
schemes and forms the basis for best practice and forest monitoring.  
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The UK Forest Standard was reviewed and updated in 2004. UKWAS was 
revised and a second edition was launched in 2006.   
 

Further measures taken related to A.5 and comments: 
      
 

 
 
Reporting note:  
1. A.5. a): this includes the use of the MCPFE Assessment guidelines  
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B. Policies, institutions and instruments by policy area 
 
B.1: Land use and forest area and OWL 
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

Name:  Forestry Act 1967 (as amended), the Plant Health Act 1967, the 
Countryside Act (Scotland) 1967 and the Countryside Act 1958. The 
England (2001), Scotland (2006) and Wales (2001) Forestry Strategies. 
The UK Forest Standard (2004) and the UK Woodland Assurance 
Standard (2006). The EU Forest Strategy (1998). Rural Development 
Plans for England, Scotland & Wales. Strategies-Land Reform Scotland 
(2003). The Countryside Rights of Of Way Act (CROW) (2000).   
Date of issuance:  As above     
Formal status:  Law and Strategy  

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
The UK's objective as delivered through the Forestry Commission is to 
protect and expand Britain's forests and woodlands and increase their 
value to society and the environment.   
 

Most relevant 
institutions  

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
Forestry Commission UK plus (devolved) Forestry Commission Scotland, 
England, Wales and the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
in Northern Ireland, Forest Research Agency and the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra).      
 

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
 Country Forestry Strategies for England, Scotland and Wales. UKFS & 
UKWAS. The EU Forest Action Plan and EU Forest Strategy and the 
England, Scotland and Wales Rural Development Programmes.  
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.1:  
Were measures taken in 2003-2007? 
Please describe  Yes, the country Forestry Strategies of England, Scotland and Wales 

have all been reviewed and have or are about to be republished. The 
UKFS was revised in 2004 and UKWAS was revised and relaunched in 
2006.   

Further measures taken related to B.1 and comments: 
      
 

 
Reporting note:  
1. Under “Main characteristics” please also describe whether land use and ownership rights are an 
issue in specific areas and whether policies exist to increase (or decrease) forest area (or, specifically, 
forested land, including short rotation forests).  
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B.2: Carbon balance 
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

Name: England (2001), Scotland (2006) and Wales (2001) Forestry 
Strategies. The UK Climate Change Programme (2006). The United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (1993). Science & 
Innovation for British Forestry (2005). EU Forest Strategy (1998) and the 
EU Forest Action Plan (2006). 
Date of issuance: As above 
Formal status:  Strategy and UN Convention     

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
The UK is committed to address climate change under its obligation to the 
the Kyoto Protocol; the UK Climate Change Programme (UKCCP) is 
designed to meet these obligations. The Forestry Commission contributes 
to the UKCCP programme, which was fully reviewed and updated in 2006.   
 
The UK has a long-standing research programme into the impacts of 
climate change on woodland and on the part forests and forest products 
play in carbon cycles.; this research is implemented through Forestry 
Commission's Forest Research Agency. The research has examined 
potential impacts and adaptation strategies and will continue to do so.  
 
In the UK the Climate Change policy is lead and developed by the Defra, 
with support from other government departments and the devolved 
administrations.   
 

Most relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
The Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra).  Forestry 
Commission UK plus (devolved) Forestry Commission Scotland, England, 
Wales and the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development in 
Northern Ireland, Forest Research Agency. EU FP6 CarboEurope IP. 
International Energy Agency Bioenergy Task 38. 
                    
Forestry Commission England, Scotland and Wales have their own 
strategies and objectives for addressing climate change and forestry,  
which are delivered through Country Forestry Strategies. 
 

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 
The UK Climate Chanage Programme.  
England, Scotland & Wales Forestry Stratgies.  
The Science and Innovation Strategy for British Forestry.   
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.2: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) promote the SFM 
concept in the Kyoto 
Protocol context, 
particularly on 
afforestation? 
(Ref.:VD/21, V5/6) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
The UK recognizes that  woodland expansion and the management of 
existing woodland make a significant positive contribution to the UK’s 
Climate Change Programme.    
Climate change is a strategic priority in the Science and Innovation 
Strategy for British Forests, which supports research to develop measures 
to mitigate climate change and to have a better understanding of what will 
make woodland ecosystems resilient in a changing physical and biological 
environment will be key to developing adaptation policies. 
 
The UK through Forestry Commission policies and incentives provides 
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support for the creation and management of woodlands through grant aid 
and partnership working. Woodland Grant proposals and woodland 
management practice are required to meet the criteria set out in The UK 
Forestry Standard, the chief guide to the practice of sustainable forestry. 
 

b) promote substitution 
of non-renewables, 
particularly bio-energy 
(see also B.4)? 
(Ref.: V5/5,6) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
The country Forestry Strategies  each set out their objectives for forestry's 
positive contribution to the development of bio-energy. 
 
Bio-energy sources such as wood, residues from harvesting of forests and 
sawmill co-products are carbon neutral over their life cycle and have the 
potential to make a significant contribution to renewable energy, climate 
change and rural employment.  
 
For example, the development of a renewable-energy sector in Wales is a 
key target for the National Assembly as set out in the Assembly’s strategy 
for trees and woodlands, Woodlands for Wales.  
 

Further measures taken related to B.2 and comments: 
  All measures described are large and are either fully or are continuing to be implemented.        
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B.3: Health and vitality 
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

Name:  Forestry Act 1967 (as amended), the Plant Health Act 1967, the 
Countryside Act (Scotland) 1967 and the Countryside Act 1958. The 
England (2001), Scotland (2006) and Wales (2001) Forestry Strategies. 
The UK Forest Standard (2004) and the UK Woodland Assurance 
Standard (2006). The EU Forest Strategy (1998) & EU Forest Action Plan 
(2006). Rural Development Plans for England, Scotland & Wales.   
Date of issuance: As above  
Formal status:   Strategy and Law      

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
The UK's objective as delivered through the Forestry Commission is to 
protect and expand Britain's forests and woodlands and increase their 
value to society and the environment. 
  

Most relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
 Forestry Commission UK plus (devolved) Forestry Commission Scotland, 
England, Wales and the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
in Northern Ireland and Forest Research Agency. Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.    
 

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
The Forestry Act 1967 (as ammended),   
Country Forestry Strategies, 
Plant Health Act 1967.    
  
For example, the Plant Health Service with support from Forest Research 
protects our woodlands against the entry of harmful pests and diseases 
from overseas and controls those that may become established.  The Plant 
Health Service protects forests elsewhere in the world from the movement 
of harmful pests from and through the UK.  
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.3:  
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) strengthen research, 
monitoring and impact 
assessment of climate 
change and carbon 
stocks? 
(Ref.: V5/6) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
The objectives of the UK’s research are to improve our understanding of 
how changes to the natural environment may influence forests and 
woodlands in the future and to provide authoritative advice as to how 
woodland management can adapt to the changes that have been 
predicted.   
 
Measures have been taken to strengthen forest research; the objectives of 
the Science and Innovation Strategy for British Forestry, which was agreed 
by Ministers in 2005, has Climate Change as a strategic priority.                  
 
 

b) strengthen 
adaptability of forests to 
climate change? 
(Ref.: V5/7) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
The UK has identified measures  in forest research policies when 
assessing options for climate change adaptation and mitigation, including: 
• Species mixtures will provide some insurance against climate change - 

not all will be affected to the same extent.  
•  Provenance mixtures will provide insurance.  
• Tree species and woodland types should be well matched to site; if 

currently at the dry end of their suitable range, they should not be 
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planted.  
• Climate change predictions should be considered in the choice of 

planting stock.  
• At a landscape level, larger, better connected woodland should be an 

objective. 
 

Further measures taken related to B.3 and comments: 
(e.g. further measures to address health and vitality)       
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B.4: Production and use of wood 
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

Name: Forestry Act 1967 (as amended), the Plant Health Act 1967, the 
Countryside Act (Scotland) 1967 and the Countryside Act 1958. The 
England (2001), Scotland (2006) and Wales (2001) Forestry Strategies. 
The UK Forest Standard (2004), The UK Woodland Assurance Standard 
(2006) and The EU Forest Strategy (1998) and EU Forest Action Plan 
(2006). Rural Development Plans for England, Scotland & Wales. 
Date of issuance: As above  
Formal status: Law, Strategy and Legislation     

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
The UK works with other interested parties to promote the advantages of 
using wood from sustainably managed forests.  
 
The Forestry Commission and Defra provides information to the forest 
industry, consumers and assists those involved in specification, design and 
building on timber supply, forest products and research.  
 

Most relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
Forestry Commission UK plus (devolved) Forestry Commission Scotland, 
England, Wales and the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
in Northern Ireland and Forest Research Agency. Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. Confederation of Forest Industries 
(ConFor).   

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
Country  Forestry Strategies for England, Scotland & Wales.  
UK Forest Standard. UK Woodland Assurance Standard.   
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.4: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) promote the sound 
use of wood? 
 
(Ref.: VD/9, V2/8, V5/5, 
L1/7) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
Public procurement practices  
The UK timber procurement policy requires central government 
departments in England to actively seek to buy their timber from 
sustainable and legal sources. This policy is supported by the devolved 
administrations for Scotland and Wales. 
 
Forestry Commission GB continues to work with the Board of the Wood for 
Good Timber promotion programme. This programme aims to improve 
understanding in public and professional users about the environmental 
impacts of forestry, and to communicate technical information about the 
best use of timber.  
 

b) promote the use of 
wood from sustainable 
sources?  
(Ref.: V2/8) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
The UK Woodland Assurance Standard (UKWAS), launched in 1996, 
provides a basis for voluntary independent certification, demonstrating that 
land owners are managing their woods sustainably. The Forestry 
Commission has funded work to make certification more accessible for 
smaller woods and woods managed on a low intensity basis. UKWAS was 
updated by a multi-stakeholder steering group and re-launched in 2006.  
 
In 2006 the major timber industry organizations in co-operation with the FC 
measured the level certification in the UK timber industry. The report 
recognized that there is a requirement to provide clear proof that 
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certification is working. The report showed that two-thirds of timber for 
secondary processing was certified, but the majority of companies in the 
industry remain outside of the certification process. 
  

Further measures taken related to B.4 and comments: 
(e.g. policies addressing the use of wood as energy source or for construction purposes)   
The UK Government launched its new strategy for sustainable development, Securing The Future, in 
March 2005. As part of that strategy the Forestry Commission is promoting Sustainable Consumption 
and Production by supporting the forestry industry in maintaining and monitoring its sectoral 
sustainability strategy covering the whole wood chain.      
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B.5  Production and use of non-wood goods and services, especially provision of 
recreation 
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

Name: Forestry Act 1967 (as amended), the Countryside Act (Scotland) 
1967 and the Countryside Act 1958. The England (2001), Scotland (2006) 
and Wales (2001) Forestry Strategies. The UK Forest Standard (2004), 
The UK Woodland Assurance Standard (2006) and The EU Forest 
Strategy (1998) & EU Forest Action Plan (2006).  The Strategies-Land 
Reform Scotland (2003) and the Countryside Rights of Ways Act (CROW) 
2000.   
Date of issuance:  As above     
Formal status: Law, Strategy and Legislation     

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
Forests and woodlands provide wide ranging and diverse benefits to 
people in Britain. These include important economic outputs and the wider 
contribution that forests indirectly make to other sectors such as non-timber 
forest products (NTFPs) and tourism.  
 

Most relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
Forestry Commission UK plus (devolved) Forestry Commission Scotland, 
England, Wales and the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
in Northern Ireland and Forest Research Agency     

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
Country  Forestry Strategies for England, Scotland & Wales. The 
Strategies-Land Reform Scotland (2003) and the Countryside Rights of 
Ways Act (CROW) 2000. 
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.5: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) improve enabling 
conditions for the 
market-based provision 
for non-wood goods? 
(Ref.: V2/9) 

Please describe measures, which non-wood goods they address, the 
characteristics of these measures and effects, if any  [max. 100 words] 
 
Well managed forests and woodlands deliver a range of non-wood goods 
and public services.  
  
 For example, in 2003 the Forestry Commission funded a small survey on 
NTFP use in Scotland. Building on the results of the survey, Forest 
Research took forward a collaborative research project exploring ‘Wild 
Harvests From Scottish Woodlands’. Working with NTFP research 
specialists and NTFP gatherers, it explored the social, cultural and 
economic role of contemporary non-timber forest products’ in Scotland. 
 

b) improve enabling 
conditions for the 
market-based provision 
of services, esp. 
recreational services? 
(Ref.: V2/9) 

Please describe measures, which services they try to promote, the 
characteristics of these measures and effects, if any, particularly for 
recreational services [max. 100 words] 
The Country  Forestry Strategies recognise that forests provide 
opportunities for public access, recreation, tourism and contribute towards 
improved health and aiding social inclusion. 
  
 For example , Forestry Commission England and Wales through the 
adoption of the CROW Act  (England and Wales) made new provision for 
dedicating access rights to the countryside. On the commencement of 
CROW in 2004 significant areas of the Forestry Commission freehold 
estate was dedicated for public access in perpetuity. 
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Further measures taken related to B.5 and comments: 
      

 
 
B.6  Biodiversity 

Main legal or 
reference 
document(s): 

Name:  Country Forestry Strategies for England (2001), Scotland 
(2006) & Wales (2001). UN Convention on Biological Diversity (1993). 
The UK Biodiversity Action Plan. (1992). The UK Forestry Standard 
(2004) and UK Woodland Assurance Standard (2006). Forest and 
Biodiversity Guidelines 2007. EU Directives and the EU Forest Strategy 
(1998) & EU Forest Action Plan (2006).    
Date of issuance:  As above     
Formal status:  Strategy, UN Convention & EU Legislation      

Main 
objective 

Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. 
Significant changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
The UK is committed to the objectives of the CBD. The Forestry 
Commission has the objective of conserving and improving the 
biodiversity, landscape and cultural heritage of our forests and 
woodlands.  

Most 
relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words]  Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.  
Forestry Commission UK plus (devolved) Forestry Commission 
England, Scotland, Wales and the Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development in Northern Ireland and Forest Research Agency      

Ecosystem / 
habitat / 
protected 
areas / 
landscape 
patterns 

Main 
instruments 
used  

Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main 
policy objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. 
significant changes since 2003 [max. 100 words]  Country Forestry 
Strategies. The Convention on Biological Diversity. EU Directives.   The 
UK Biodiversity Action PLan. Forest and Biodiversity Guidelines. UK 
Forest Standard.    

Main legal or 
reference 
document(s): 

Name: Country Forestry Strategies for England (2001), Scotland (2006) 
& Wales (2001). UN Convention on Biological Diversity (1993). The UK 
Biodiversity Action Plan. (1992). The UK Forestry Standard (2004) and 
UK Woodland Assurance Standard (2006). Forest and Biodiversity 
Guidelines 2007. EU Directives and the EU Forest Strategy (1998) & EU 
Forest Action Plan (2006).    
Date of issuance:  As above     
Formal status:  Strategy, UN Convention & EU Legislation      

Main 
objective 

Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. 
significant changes since 2003  [max. 100 words]  
The UK is committed to the objectives of the CBD. The Forestry 
Commission has the objective of conserving and improving the 
biodiversity, landscape and cultural heritage of our forests and 
woodlands.   

Most 
relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words]  Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.  
Forestry Commission UK plus (devolved) Forestry Commission 
England, Scotland, Wales and the Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development in Northern Ireland and Forest Research Agency     

Species 
diversity, 
incl. tree 
species 
composition 
and 
threatened 
forest 
species 

Main 
instruments 
used  

Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main 
policy objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. 
significant changes since 2003 [max. 100 words]  Country Forestry 
Strategies. The Convention on Biological Diversity. EU Directives.   The 
UK Biodiversity Action PLan. Forest and Biodiversity Guidelines. UK 
Forest Standard.    
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Main legal or 
reference 
document(s): 

Name:  England (2001), Scotland (2006) & Wales (2001) Forestry 
Strategies. UN Convention on Biological Diversity (1993). Forest 
Reproductive Material Regulation (Great Britain) Regulations 2002.  
(1993). The UK Biodiversity Action Plan. (1992). The UK Forestry 
Standard (2004) and UK Woodland Assurance Standard (2006). Forest 
and Biodiversity Guidelines 2007. EU Directives and the EU Forest 
Strategy (1998) and EU Forest Action Plan (2006). 
Date of Issuance:  As above       
Formal status:  Strategy, UN Convention & EU Legislation      

Main 
objective 

Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. 
Significant changes since 2003  [max. 100 words]  
To secure increased genetic Replacement of the 1977 Forest 
Reproductive Material Regulation with the Forest Reproductive Material 
(Great Britain) Regulation 2002.  The UK is committed to the objectives 
of the CBD. The Forestry Commission has the objective of conserving 
and improving the biodiversity, landscape and cultural heritage of our 
forests and woodlands.   

Most 
relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. Significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words]  Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.  
Forestry Commission UK plus (devolved) Forestry Commission 
England, Scotland, Wales and the Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development in Northern Ireland and Forest Research Agency      

Genetic 
diversity, 
incl. in situ 
and ex situ 
gene 
conservation 
and seed 
production 
 

Main 
instruments 
used  

Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main 
policy objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. 
significant changes since 2003 [max. 100 words]  The UK Biodiversity 
Action Plan. (1992). The UK Forestry Standard (2004) and UK 
Woodland Assurance Standard (2006). Forest and Biodiversity 
Guidelines 2007. EU Directives and the EU Forest Strategy (1998) and 
EU Forest Action Plan (2006). Forest Reproductive Material (Great 
Britain) Regulations 2002. GB & Country Forestry Strategies. 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.6: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) promote biodiversity 
strategy development and 
planning? 
(Ref.: VD/8,22; V4/6,14,15) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
The UK continues to be committed  to the CBD and  UKBAP meaures.  
 
For example, the Forestry Commission has a lead role in taking forward 
the Native Woodland Habitat Action Plans and fullfilling the secretariat 
role on the HAP Native Woodland Group. The aim is to enhance the 
nature conservation value of all our forests and safeguard special 
habitats.  
 
New UK Forest and Biodiversity Guidelines are due to be published in 
2007. The new guidelines will form part of a suite of guidance which will 
support the UK Forestry Standard (the UK’s approach to SFM). The key 
aspects of the new guidelines are a set of proposed overarching 
management principles to protect and increase forest biodiversity.   
 

b) improve impact 
assessments and 
monitoring of biodiversity? 
(Ref.: V4/6,13)  

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
The Country Forestry Strategies have identified measures to improve 
the monitoring of forest biodiversity. 
 
For example, the identification of native woodland is in the next National 
Inventory of Woodland; this measure started in 2006.  
  
The report of Biodiversity in Britain's Planted Forests, published in 
December 2003, presents the results from the Forestry Commission's 
Biodiversity Assessment Project. This project was established in 1995 
with 52 permanent plots in conifer forests to assess many different 
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aspects of biodiversity, including structure, soil, fungi, higher and lower 
plants and invertebrates. 
        
 

c) further develop 
protected forest networks 
or similar? 
(Ref.: V4/10,15,16) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
The UK is a partner in GreenEnforce,  the EU informal and voluntary 
network of Government service nature conservationists and foresters 
working on the practical aspects of Natura 2000 implementation and 
compliance. The Scottish Executive's Natura 2000 traget, which is 
included in the 2006 Scottish Forestry Strategy, is to bring 80% of 
nationally important woodland nature sites (including SAC’s & SPA’s) 
into favourable condition by 2008 and 95% by 2010. 
 
 The Scottish Forestry Strategy has outlined a major aspiration to 
develop Forest Habitat Networks (FHN's) through the restoration and 
improvement of existing woodland and the incorporation of targeted new 
planting, to reverse the effects of fragmentation on woodland 
biodiversity. This is supported by Forest Research spatial decision 
support system model BEETLE (Biological and Environmental 
Evaluation Tools for Landscape Ecology). This project will indicate the 
presence and spatial extent of FHN’s at the national and regional scale. 
The outputs will assist in targeting grants and incentives for woodland 
expansion.   
 

d) prevent loss and 
fragmentation and to 
restore degraded forests? 
(Ref.: V4/11,12) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
The Forestry Commission as the government Department of Forestry 
continues to focus on promoting general measures to improve 
biodiversity in all woodlands and in its role as lead partner for five of six 
native woodland Habitat Action Plan's.  
 
The Forestry Commission is engaging interests at UK, country and local 
levels and leads a UK Native Woodland Habitat Co-ordination 
Group, which includes the nature conservation agencies and other 
government departments. The group deals with common UK-wide 
elements of the native woodland plans. Representatives of non-
government conservation organisations and the Timber Growers 
Association are also on the group. 
 
The UK is a lead partner in the Global Partnership on Forest 
Landscape Restoration, with WWF, IUCN – the World Conservation 
Union and a range of governments and international organisations who 
recognise the importance of restoring forest cover in parts of the world 
where forests have been lost or heavily degraded and who want to be 
part of a co-ordinated global effort. 
 

Further measures taken related to B.6 and comments: 
(incl. e.g. on dead wood, regeneration and naturalness in multi-functional forests)       
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B.7 Protective services  
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

Name: Forestry Act 1967 (as amended), the Countryside Act (Scotland) 
1967 and the Countryside Act 1958. The England (2001), Scotland (2006) 
and Wales (2001) Forest Strategy's. The UK Forest Standard (2004), The 
UK Woodland Assurance Standard. The EU Forest Strategy (1998) & EU 
Forest Action Plan (2006). Country  Forestry Strategies for England, 
Scotland & Wales. The Strategies-Land Reform Scotland 2003 and the 
Countryside Rights of Ways Act (CROW) 2000.  Plant Health Act 1967. 
Forest Reproductive Material (Great Britain) Regulation 2002.     
Date of issuance:  As above     
Formal status:  Law, Strategy and Legislation  

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
By agreement of Ministers in England, Scotland and Wales, the Forestry 
Commission retains a GB-level responsibility for Plant Health and Forest 
Reproductive Material.  
 

Most relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
Forestry Commission UK plus (devolved) Forestry Commission Scotland, 
England, Wales and the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
in Northern Ireland and Forest Research Agency. Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.  
 

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
 Plant Health Act 1967, Plant Health (Forestry) Order 2005, Forest 
Reproductive Materials (Great Britain) 2002, Country Forestry Strategies.  
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.7: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) strengthen protective 
services? 
(Ref.: VD/10) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
The UK recognizes the importance of adapting and strengthening SFM 
practices.  
 
For example, current UK forest policy aims to develop, where practical, 
alternative silvicultural systems for managing commercial forest plantations 
which provide greater social and environmental benefits. 
 
Research commenced in 2006, investigating the increasing the structural 
complexity of forest stands and to consider the likely benefits in terms of 
reduced pest populations and an increase in overall biodiversity.  

b) contribute to reduce 
the impact of climate-
related disasters? 
(Ref.: V5/7) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
 Climate Change: the UK Programme aims to address climate change in 
the UK.  The UK is one of the very few countries on track to meet its 
commitment, and greenhouse gas emissions projected to be almost 20% 
below 1990 levels by 2010. 
   
The UK Climate Impacts Programme (UKCIP) provides scenarios that 
show how our climate might change and co-ordinates research on dealing 
with our future climate. 
 
Since 2003 Forestry Commission England, Scotland and Wales have 
embedded objectives for addressing climate change in their policies For 
example FC Scotland in their 2006 Forestry Strategy have Climate Change 
as a key theme. 
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Further measures taken related to B.7 and comments: 
The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs lead The Cross-Regional Research 
Programme, which ran from 2004-2006. It aimed to provide detailed, quantitative research to inform 
regional decision-making on climate change impacts and adaptation, and to help design effective 
adaptation responses at the sub-national scale. 
 

 
Reporting note:  
1. Protective services cover services as specified in MCPFE indicators 5.1 “Protective forests – soil, 
water and other ecosystem functions” and 5.2 “Protective forests – infrastructure and 
managed natural resources“ 
 
 
B.8 Economic viability 
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

Name: Forestry Act 1967 (as amended). Country Forestry Strategy's for 
England (2001), Scotland (2006) & Wales (2001). EU Forest Strategy 
(1998) and EU Forest Action Plan (2006). Rural Development Plans for 
England, Scotland & Wales.   
Date of issuance:  As above     
Formal status:  Law & Strategy     

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
Enhancing the economic value of our forest resources. 
 
Economic issues are an important concern of Sustainable Forest 
Management. The UK Forestry Commission is working to develop policies 
and practices which maximise the economic benefit of forestry to society.  
 

Most relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
Forestry Commission UK plus (devolved) Forestry Commission Scotland, 
England, Wales and the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
in Northern Ireland and Forest Research Agency.     
 

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
England, Scotland & Wales Forestry Strategy's and Forest Research 
Strategy. Rural Development Plans for England, Scotland & Wales. 
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.8: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) promote innovation, 
entrepreneurship and to 
encourage investment in 
the context of SFM? 
(Ref.: V2/7,11 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
The England, Scotland & Wales Forestry Strategy's recognise and support 
business development through the delivery of SFM. 
 
For example the UK is contributing to  INNOFORCE, a project fostering 
innovation and entrepreneurship in forest recreation and tourism.  This 
project is run by the EFI centre in Vienna. It brings together 23 research 
organisations from 18 different countries to conduct research on innovation 
and entrepreneurship in relation to forestry policy and the forestry-wood 
chain. The aim is to enhance the sustainability of the forest sector and 
contribute to rural development. 
 

b) include economic 
viability and livelihood 
issues in rural 
development policy? 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
The England, Scotland & Wales Forestry Strategy's promote economic and 
rural development.  
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(Ref.: VD/7, V2/16)  
For example the England Forest Strategy, supports the England Forest 
Industries Partnership (EFIP). EFIP aims to strengthen the competitiveness 
of the Englishforest industry and its ability to contribute to wider sustainable 
development objectives.     

c) promote the voluntary 
cooperation of forest 
owners and addressed 
economic viability 
challenges? 
(Ref.: VD/12, V2/15,17) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
The UK promotes cooperation between forest owners and encourages 
ecomonic development through the  England, Scotland and Wales Forestry 
Strategy's.  
 
For example, Forestry Commission Wales is implementing the EU 
Robinwood Project. 
The aim is to show how best forestry practices can help provide jobs and 
new income across regions of rural Europe, is looking at alternatives that 
are already beginning to open up private woodlands for business again. 
 
Robinwood is playing a key part in providing an important platform for the 
interchange of technologies and information for an industry, which can play 
a vital role in the future for jobs and incomes in Wales. As well as working 
on wood fuel, the crossborder project, looks at how forests, trees and 
timber can revitalise rural communities through new business 
opportunities. 
 
 

d) promote the valuation 
of full range of forest 
goods & services, 
incorporate results into 
accounting systems 
(Ref.: V2/10, L1/9, 10)

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
 The UK, through the Forest Research Agency undertakes economic 
research and appraisals and also compiles statistical information on forest 
goods and services. 
  
In addition the results of economic research feed into policy across 
England, Scotland and Wales as well as internationally. Recent economic 
research includes, Valuing the Social and Environmental Benefits of 
Forests, and Forests' Role in Tourism.  
 

Further measures taken related to B.8 and comments: 
      
 

 



 

 29

 
B.9 Employment (incl. safety and health) 
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

Name: Country Forestry Strategies for England (2001), Scotland (2006) & 
Wales (2001). UK Forestry Standard (2004). UK Woodland Assurance 
Standard (2006).  Health & Safety at Work Act (1974). EU Forest Strategy 
(1998) & EU Forest Action Plan (2006). Rural Development Plans for 
England, Scotland & Wales.  
Date of issuance: As above 
Formal status: Strategy and  Law 

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
A healthy and safe environment is necessary both for those who visit 
forests and those who work in them. The forest strategies of England, 
Scotland and Wales wish to increase the opportunities for employment in 
foresry and associated sectors.    

Most relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
 Forestry Commission UK plus (devolved) Forestry Commission Scotland, 
England, Wales and the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
in Northern Ireland and Forest Research Agency.      
Health and Safety Executive 
Arboriculture & Forestry Advisory Group 
 

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
Country Forestry Strategies for England, Scotland and Wales.     
Health and Safety at Work Act 1976. 
Forestry Commission Health and Safety Policy Statements.      
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.9: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) enhance workforce 
safety and improve work 
environment? 
 
(Ref.: V2/14, L1/8) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
The Forestry Commission provides advice and guidance to a variety of 
other organisations concerned with forestry workplace safety issues.  
 
 In 2005/06 the UK’s Health and Safety Executive (HSE) organized a 
number of Safety and Health Awareness Days. These Workshops provide 
an important platform where Industry guidance was communicated directly 
and effectively to managers, contractors and operators involved in tree 
work in a practical setting. The effectiveness of these days was evaluated 
and verified by independent consultants. The content of the Safety and 
Health Awareness Days is developed directly from the good practice 
detailed in Forestry and Arboriculture Advisory Group /HSE’s published 
guidance.  
 
 
In 2006 the Forestry Commission's Safety, Health & Environment team 
carried out a series of support visits to help managers to comply with new 
Health and Safety legislation regarding the use of chemicals in the forest.  
 
  

Further measures taken related to B.9 and comments: 
In 2005 the Forestry Commission's Safety, Health and Environment staff carried out a Health and 
Safety Recreation Audit to inspect recreational facilities, public events, accident reporting systems 
and school visits. The results of the audit directly influence Forestry Commission policy and practice.  
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B.10 Public awareness 
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

Name: Country Forestry Strategies for England (2001), Scotland (2006) & 
Wales (2001). Science & Innovation for British Forestry Strategy (2005).   
Date of issuance:  As above     
Formal status:  Strategy     

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
The UK Forestry Commission is committed to listening and working with 
stakeholders, such as local communities and regional and national 
organisations. It aims to ensure that their needs and concerns are 
accounted for in forest policy. 
 

Most relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. Significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.  Forestry 
Commission UK plus (devolved) Forestry Commission Scotland, England, 
Wales and the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development in 
Northern Ireland and Forest Research Agency.      
 

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
 Country Forestry Strategies for England, Scotland and Wales. Science & 
Innovation for British Forestry Strategy (2005).  
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation to B.10: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) develop dialogue with 
the public, incl. through 
awareness raising 
programmes? 
(Ref.: L1/1) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
In monitoring, reviewing and updating the Country Forestry Strategies,   
major consultations with a wide range of stakeholders were undertaken. 
 
 The strategy development, in each country, is supported by Working and 
Advisory Groups, which promotes diversity and participation in UK forest 
policy as each country adapts policies to their own circumstances. 
  
For example, since 2003 Forestry Commission Scotland, have established 
a Forestry for People Advisory Panel to advise the Forestry Commission 
on optimising the benefits from forestry for local communities.   
 

Further measures taken related to B.10 and comments: 
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B.11 Research, training and education 
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

Name: Country Forestry Strategies for England (2001), Scotland (2006) & 
Wales (2001). Science and Innovation Strategy for British Forestry 
(2005).  
Date of issuance: As above 
Formal status: Strategy   

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
Improve the base of scientific evidence for effective policy and practice, 
with increased emphasis on communications and knowledge transfer.  
 

Most relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.  Forestry 
Commission UK plus (devolved) Forestry Commission Scotland, England, 
Wales and the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development in 
Northern Ireland and Forest Research Agency.     
 

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
Country Forestry Strategies for England, Scotland and Wales and the 
Science and Innovation Strategy for British Forestry 
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.11: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) strengthen research, 
increase interdisciplinary 
and multi-disciplinary 
research? 
(Ref.: VD/17, V3/ 11, 
V4/17, V5/ 6,7)  

Please describe measures, including in forest biodiversity and carbon-
related issues, and socio-cultural aspects, their characteristics and effects, 
if any  [max. 100 words] 
As part of the Forestry Devolution Review in 2002, ministers recommended 
that ‘new arrangements should be set up, with an enhanced role for the 
devolved administrations in determining research priorities and specifying 
programmes. The result was the Forestry Commission's Science and 
Innovation Strategy which was approved by forestry ministers in England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland in July 2005.  
 
The Strategy sets out how research programmes are determined and how 
they are linked to forestry strategies and the wider policy objectives of UK 
Government and the devolved administrations. 
 

b) enhance the quality of 
education, training and 
extension and other 
forms of knowledge 
dissemination? 
(Ref.: V2/12,13, V3/6, 
L1/4,6) 

Please describe measures , including on socio-cultural aspects as well as 
on promoting new opportunities and techniques, their characteristics and 
effects, if any  [max. 100 words] 
The UK through its Forestry Strategies supports education initiatives that 
encourage children and young people to better understand the importance 
of woodlands and use them as a learning environment. 
  
An example is the Forest Education Initiative (FEI). FEI Is a national 
partnership organisation which aims to increase the understanding and 
appreciation, particularly among young people, of the environmental, 
social, and economic potential of trees, and of the link between the tree 
and everyday wood products.  
 
In 2004 the GB Forestry Commission conducted a review of higher 
education, which reviewed trends and provision of forestry education. The 
review produced recommendations to improve the quality of forestry 
education and reverse the decline in provision.        
 

Further measures taken related to B.11 and comments: 
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B.12 Cultural and spiritual values 
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

Name: Country Forestry Strategies for England (2001), Scotland (2006) & 
Wales (2001). UK Forest Standard (2004). UK Woodland Assurance 
Standard (2006). EU Forest Strategy (1998) and EU Forest Action Plan 
(2006).   
Date of issuance:  As above     
Formal status:  Strategy     

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
Forests and woodlands are a significant part of the historic environment. 
Securing a future for the important contribution they make to many aspects 
of the cultural heritage is a key objective in England, Scotland and Wales 
Forestry Strategies.   
 
 

Most relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.  Forestry 
Commission UK plus (devolved) Forestry Commission Scotland, England, 
Wales and the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development in 
Northern Ireland and Forest Research Agency.     
 

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
 Country Forestry Strategies for England, Scotland and Wales. UK Forest 
Standard and UK Woodland Assurance Standard.     
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.12: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) reflect the socio-
cultural dimensions in 
policies? 
(Ref.: VD/11, V3/5,6,8) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
The UK recognizes that improvements to socio-cultural forest policies need 
to continue. 
 
 For example, in November 2003, as part of its duties under the Race 
Relations (Amendment) Act 2000, the Forestry Commission published a 
draft Race Equality Scheme, which set out its arrangements for assessing, 
consulting on, and monitoring new and existing policies for any adverse 
impact on race equality. 
 

b) enhance the 
landscape attractive-
ness and their 
protection, including of 
traditional knowledge 
and practices? 
(V3/9) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
The Forestry Commission recognizes the importance of public participation 
in managing forest landscapes. 
  
For example, the Forest Research Agency has developed VISULANDS; it 
is the  application of visualisation tools to support public involvement in the 
assessment of landscape change. In the UK there are three study sites 
that will be used in testing indicators, visualisations, and perceptions of the 
end users.  
 

c) conserve and 
manage significant 
historical and cultural 
objects? 
(V3/10) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
The historic environment is an important part of our heritage and 
contributes significantly to our understanding of human past. In woodland, 
as with other environments, its conservation is highly important. 
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This is reflected in a key Forestry Commission objective on sustainable 
forestry which includes the commitments that: 
� Important historic environment features should be protected during 
woodland and forest management, planning and expansion.  
� The history of woods and forests and the land they occupy should be 
better understood and preserved. 
 
 

Further measures taken related to B.12 and comments: 
In 2005 the UK Government launched ‘Keepers of Time’, a new statement of policy for the ancient 
and native woodland in England. This sets out an ambitious vision for 2020. It puts ancient woodland 
at the heart of forestry policy in England and includes a set of strategic objectives covering the social, 
environmental and economic values of such woodland. 
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Part C: General reporting on Lisbon, Helsinki and 
Strasbourg Resolutions 
 
 
a) Lisbon Resolutions L1-L2 
 
Please report on only measures which were not described in the previous parts of this enquiry. For 
measures that address implementation of Lisbon Resolutions but were described in the previous 
parts, please refer to the related sections  
 
Lisbon Resolution L1: People, Forests and Forestry - Enhancement of Socio-
Economic Aspects of Sustainable Forest Management 
Further measures taken 
to implement Lisbon 
Resolution L1 

Please describe measures not described in previous chapters, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
 No further information.   
 

Lisbon Resolution L1 commitment implementation: aspects not covered in Parts A and B 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) encourage studies on 
gender aspects of forest 
policy & practices? 
  
(Ref.: L1/5) 

Please describe measures, if any  [max. 100 words] 
The UK has encouraged  research to provide information that will assist 
Forestry Commission in fulfilling its duties under the Race Relations 
(Amendment) Act 2000. It aim to produce guidelines for managers on how 
to implement the Race Equality Scheme, by proposing methods for 
assessing, consulting on, and monitoring the impact of Forestry 
Commission functions and policies. 
 

b) evaluate the potential 
impacts of forest 
certification systems? 
 
(Ref.: L1/11) 

Please describe measures, if any  [max. 100 words] 
The UK provides an annual assessment of forest certification to the 
UNECE/FAO for the report on Certification of Sustainable Forest 
Management and Certified Forest Products Markets.  
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Lisbon Resolution L2: Pan-European Criteria, Indicators and Operational Level 
Guidelines for Sustainable Forest Management 
Further measures taken 
to implement Lisbon 
Resolution L2 

Please describe measures not described in previous chapters:  [max. 100 
words] 
 
 No further measures.     
 

Lisbon Resolution L2 commitment implementation: aspects not covered in Parts A and B 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) promote national 
adaptation and use of 
the PEOLGs2? 
  
(Ref.: L2/7, 8) 

Please describe measures, if any  [max. 100 words] 
 No further measures.     
 
 

 

                                                 
2 PEOLG = Pan-European Operational Level Guidelines 
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b) Helsinki Resolutions H1-H4 
 
Please report on only measures which were not described in the previous parts of this enquiry. For 
measures that address implementation of Lisbon Resolutions but were described in the previous 
parts, please refer to the related sections  
 
 
Helsinki Resolution H1: General Guidelines for the Sustainable Management of 
Forests in Europe 
Further measures taken 
to implement Helsinki 
Resolution H1 

Please describe measures not described in previous chapters:  [max. 100 
words] 
 No further measures.     
 
 

Helsinki Resolution H2: General Guidelines for the Conservation of the Biodiversity of
European Forests 
Further measures taken 
to implement Helsinki 
Resolution H2 

Please describe measures not described in previous chapters:  [max. 100 
words] 
   No further measures.     
 

Helsinki Resolution H3: Forestry Cooperation with Countries in Transition 
Further measures taken 
to implement Helsinki 
Resolution H3 

Please describe measures not described in previous chapters:  [max. 100 
words] 
The UK supports the work of the UNECE Timber Committee with the work 
on commitments in resolution H3 of the 1993 Ministerial Conference on the 
Protection of Forests in Europe (MCPFE), on forestry assistance to 
countries with economies in transition. 
 
 

Helsinki Resolution H4: Strategies for a Process of Long-term Adaptation of Forests 
in Europe to Climate Change 
Further measures taken 
to implement Helsinki 
Resolution H4 

Please describe measures not described in previous chapters:  [max. 100 
words] 
  No further measures.         
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c) Strasbourg Resolutions S1-S6 
 
Please report on only measures which were not described in the previous parts of this enquiry. For 
measures that address implementation of Lisbon Resolutions but were described in the previous 
parts, please refer to the related sections  
 
Strasbourg Resolution S1: European Network of Permanent Sample Plots for 
Monitoring of Forest Ecosystems  
Further measures taken 
to implement Strasbourg 
Resolution S1 

Please describe measures, not described in previous chapters, their 
characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 100 words] 
 The UK remains committed to the maintenance of a comprehensive 
domestic network of monitoring plots and contributes to regional monitoring 
through a number of networks, principally the ICP Forest LevelI and Level 
II network.   
 

Strasbourg Resolution S2: Conservation of Forest Genetic Resources 
 
Further measures taken 
to implement Strasbourg 
Resolution S2 

Please describe measures, not described in previous chapters, their 
characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 100 words] 
 The UK is committed to increasing the use of native species in a variety of 
ways. For example results of our research will ensure that these policies 
are implemented efficiently. 
 
The Forest Research Agency is and has participated in a number of 
European Union funded studies since 2003:  
FAIROAK 
Synthetic maps of gene diversity and provenance performance for 
utilisation and conservation of oak genetic resources  
OAKFLOW 
Intra and interspecific gene flow in oaks  
EUROPOP 
Genetic diversity in the river populations of the European black poplar. 
 
These programmes are reviewed annually and are due to complete in 
2015. 
 

Strasbourg Resolution S3: Decentralized European Data Bank on Forest Fires  
 
Further measures taken 
to implement Strasbourg 
Resolution S3 

Please describe measures, not described in previous chapters, their 
characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 100 words] 
 No further measures.     
 

Strasbourg Resolution S4: Adapting the Management of Mountain Forests to New 
Environmental Conditions  
Further measures taken 
to implement Strasbourg 
Resolution S4 

Please describe measures, not described in previous chapters, their 
characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 100 words] 
                       
 
 

Strasbourg Resolution S5: Expansion of the EUROSILVA Network of Research on 
Tree Physiology  
Further measures taken 
to implement Strasbourg 
Resolution S5 

Please describe measures, not described in previous chapters, their 
characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 100 words] 
 No further measures.     
 

Strasbourg Resolution S6: European Network for Research into Forest Ecosystems 
 
Further measures taken 
to implement Strasbourg 
Resolution S6 

Please describe measures, not described in previous chapters, their 
characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 100 words] 
European Network for Vegetation Management. The main aim of this 
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Action is to try to gradually reduce dependence on herbicides in Europe’s 
forests by sharing best practice and encouraging collaboration across the 
European Union. The programme commenced in 2005 and completion is 
scheduled for 2009. 
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Part D: MCPFE quantitative indicator 6.4 “Expenditure for 
Services” 
 
 
Forest owners, public and private, foundations, and public administrations incur additional 
expenditures for producing a range of services that are demanded by the public free of cost. These 
are, for instance, expenditures to maintain protective forests against natural hazards, for preventing 
soil erosion or for protecting water quality as well as social services. These services are an important 
contribution to the quality of life and safety of humankind. It is essential to ensure that these services 
are maintained and that adequate public funding is provided to cover the necessary related 
expenditures. The total national expenditures for services from the forests should provide quantitative 
information on the efforts of countries to provide such forest services. 
 
Currently, information on expenditure for services is weak and data collection mechanisms have not 
yet been established. The MCPFE background documents on the pan-European criteria and 
indicators specifies that this indicator needs to be further elaborated before its full implementation. The 
current assessment has pilot character and intends to provide a first and preliminary overview on 
national expenditures for services. The results of the enquiry will be utilized to further develop this 
indicator. In line with the pilot character of the assessment, clear information on expenditures was not 
included in the enquiry on quantitative indicators, which was focusing on indicators, for which 
operational assessment schemes have already been implemented at the national level.  
 
As in most countries no mechanisms have been established for collecting information on expenditures 
for services realised by a wide scope of funding sources, the current assessment is limited to 
expenditures from official administrative budgets.  
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Reporting Form A1: Expenditures for services 
 
MCPFE indicator 6.4 Total expenditures for long-term sustainable services from forests 
 
Rational: Information is requested for expenditures for services from official administrative 
budgets 
 
 
Table 8: Non-wood Goods:  

Data Quality 
Value 

(1000 [national currency]) 

C
od

e 

Expenditures for 
Services 

Ref. 
year 

Value 
(1000 [national 

currency]) From To 

2005            
2000                 A

1.
1 

Recreational services 

1990                 
2005            
2000                 A

1.
2 

Environmental services 

1990                 
2005                 
2000                 A

1.
3 

Protective services 

1990                 
2005                 
2000                 
1990                 
2000                 

A
1.

4 

Other services 

1990                 
 
Data sources:  
For each service reported:   
 
Country specifications: 
For each service reported, as necessary:        
 
 
Country comments: 
 Details of UK expenditure on services is not currently available in the format provided. 

 
Reporting notes:  
 
1. The total expenditures for services from the forests should confine to expenditures from official 

administrative budgets and present quantitative information on the efforts of countries to provide 
such forest services. 

2. Reference area for reporting is “Total FOWL”, not further divided into sub-classes “Forest” and 
“Other wooded land”. If data is available for sub-class “Forest” only, please report on this sub-
class and provide note under “Country comments”.  

3. If data is available only for certain forest areas or ownership classes (e.g. state forests), but not for 
others, data should be reported with explicit indication of area (ha) and/or reference to the 
ownership class under “Country comments”. 

4. The class “Recreational Services” includes, for instance, expenditures such as hunting licences, 
fishing licences, managed outdoor recreation areas or trails for mountain biking, horse riding, 
skiing and other recreational activities 

5. The class “Environmental Services” includes, for instance, expenditures for maintaining and 
enhancing of the natural habitat and biological diversity and contracts for conservation. 
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6. The class “Protective Services” includes, for instance, expenditures to maintain protective forests 
against natural hazards, for preventing soil erosion or for protecting water quality. 

7. Please report in the country specifications the currency for which values have been provided. 
8. Data Quality: please specify the likely range of values specified in column 4 “value”. 
 
Definitions of “forest” and “other wooded land”: 
 

Forest Land with tree crown cover (or equivalent stocking level) of more than 10 
percent and area of more than 0.5 ha. The trees should be able to reach a 
minimum height of 5 m at maturity in situ. May consist either of closed 
forest formations where trees of various storeys and undergrowth cover a 
high proportion of the ground; or of open forest formations with a 
continuous vegetation cover in which tree crown cover exceeds 10 
percent. Young natural stands and all plantations established for forestry 
purposes, which have yet to reach a crown density of 10 percent or tree 
height of 5m, are included under forest, as are areas normally forming 
part of the forest area, which are temporarily unstocked as a result of 
human intervention or natural causes but which are expected to revert to 
forest. 
 Includes: Forest nurseries and seed orchards that constitute an 
integral part of the forest; forest roads, cleared tracts, firebreaks and other small 
open areas within the forest; forest in national parks, nature reserves and other 
protected areas such as those of special environmental, scientific, historical, 
cultural or spiritual interest; windbreaks and shelterbelts of trees with an area of 
more than 0.5 ha and a width of more than 20 m. Rubberwood plantations and 
cork oak stands are included. 
 Excludes: Land predominantly used for agricultural practices. 
 

Other wooded land Land either with a tree crown cover (or equivalent stocking level) of 5-10 
percent of trees able to reach a height of 5 m at maturity in situ; or a 
crown cover (or equivalent stocking level) of more than 10 percent of 
trees not able to reach a height of 5 m at maturity in situ (e.g. dwarf or 
stunted trees) and shrub or bush cover. 

 Excludes:  Areas having the tree, shrub or bush cover specified above 
but of less than 0.5 ha and width of 20 m, which are classed under "other land"; 
Land predominantly used for agricultural practices. 
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ANNEX 
(see file Enquiry_MCPFE_qualitative_Annexes.doc) 
 
 
Annex 1: MCPFE commitments Vienna 2003 
Annex 2: MCPFE qualitative indicators  
Annex 3: Reference matrix of coverage of commitments through the structure 
provided by the MCPFE qualitative indicators 
 
 
For MCPFE Resolutions and other documents please also refer to: 
http://www.mcpfe.org/resolutions/ 


