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Abbreviations  
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity 
C&I  Criteria and Indicators for Sustainable Forest Management  
EU  European Union 
FAO   Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations  
FTE  Full Time Equivalent 
GCC  General Co-ordinating Committee 
ha  Hectares 
MCPFE  Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe 
NGO  Non-governmental organization 
SFM  Sustainable Forest Management 
VD  Vienna Declaration 
V1-5  Vienna Resolutions 1 to 5 
L1-2  Lisbon Resolutions 1 and 2 
UNECE  United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
UNFF  United Nations Forum on Forests 
UNCCD United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
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1. Background 
 
In preparation for the Fifth Ministerial Conference (Warsaw, Poland, 5-7 November 2007), the MCPFE 
decided to review and report on progress in implementing the commitments made at the Fourth 
Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe in Vienna (2003). Also, further progress 
made since 2003 in implementing commitments made at the Ministerial Conferences in Lisbon (1998), 
Helsinki (1993), and in Strasbourg (1990) should be reported through this enquiry. 
 
In addition, it was decided to report on the MCPFE qualitative indicators on sustainable forest 
management (SFM). The reporting format for the improved qualitative Pan-European Indicators for 
SFM addresses policies, institutions and instruments in general as well as more specifically by policy 
areas. The improved qualitative indicators comprise a reporting format, which is grouped into: 
A) Overall policies, institutions and instruments for sustainable forest management, 
B) Policies, institutions and instruments by policy area. 
 
The ministers gathered in Vienna reaffirmed that the criteria and indicators for SFM were a tool for 
monitoring, assessing and reporting progress on sustainable forest management. In consequence, the 
enquiry should collect the relevant data and information for reporting on the qualitative Pan-European 
Indicators for SFM in the context of the MCPFE report on the “State of Forests and Sustainable Forest 
Management in Europe 2007” to be presented at the forthcoming Fifth Ministerial Conference. 
 
The next Ministerial Conference will also provide an opportunity to assess the implementation of the 
political commitments on forests made by the European Ministers in Vienna. In order to answer this 
question and to understand the lessons learned from the work conducted so far, it was decided that 
the implementation report of the MCPFE commitments for the upcoming Ministerial Conference will be 
based on the replies by signatory states and the European Commission to the enquiry questions 
contained in this document and the related evaluation. This will form a part of the report on the 
implementation of MCPFE commitments to be presented at the forthcoming Fifth Ministerial 
Conference. 
The General Coordinating Committee (GCC) of the MCPFE recommended that one enquiry would 
cover the MCPFE qualitative indicators as well as the MCPFE commitments. It was further 
recommended by the Advisory Group on the reporting on the “State of Forests and Sustainable Forest 
Management in Europe 2007” to include the enquiry on the quantitative indicator 6.4 “Expenditure for 
Services” in this enquiry, as the MCPFE country representatives are deemed to be the most 
appropriate respondents to this particular indicator.  
 

2. General guidance on reporting  
 
This enquiry on the implementation of the MCPFE commitments and on the MCPFE qualitative 
indicators for SFM should enable responding countries to provide the best possible information for two 
reports: 

1.  “State of Forests and Sustainable Forest Management in Europe 2007”  
2.  “Implementation of the MCPFE Commitments – pan-European and national Activities 2003-

2007”.  
 
The main focus of the enquiry is on assessing and reporting the progress on SFM in European forests 
as well as the progress in the implementation of commitments the signatory states and the European 
Community made at the Fourth Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe (Vienna, 
Austria, 2003). The enquiry should also gather the information on the main changes or further 
developments in the implementation of the Helsinki, Strasbourg and Lisbon Resolutions since 2003.  
 
The enquiry consists of the following parts: 
Part A: “Overall policies, institutions and instruments for SFM” is structured according to the MCPFE 

qualitative indicators Part A. It comprises: 
 

Section 1: MCPFE qualitative indicators Part A: Overall policies, institutions and instruments 
for SFM. These five indicators aim to describe overall policy approaches for a sustainable 
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forest management. Additionally, significant changes since the last Ministerial Conference 
should be reported. This part will be used for the report on the State of Forests and 
Sustainable Forest Management in Europe 2007. 
 
Section 2: MCPFE commitments of the Fourth Ministerial Conference 2003 (Vienna 
Declaration, Vienna Resolutions V1-5 as well as clearly related MCPFE commitments of the 
Third Ministerial Conference 1998 (Lisbon Resolution L-2). This part will be used for the 
Report on the National Implementation of MCPFE Commitments. 
 
Section 3: Further measures taken related to the qualitative indicators and comments provide 
the opportunity to report on further measures under a specific qualitative indicator and to 
provide data specifications or explanations. 

 
Part B: “Policies, institutions and instruments by policy area” is structured according to the MCPFE 

qualitative indicators Part B. It comprises: 
 
Section 1: MCPFE qualitative indicators Part B: Policies, institutions and instruments by policy 
area. Twelve indicators under Part B  aim to provide information on specific policies for certain 
policy areas in addition to the information provided in Part A. This concerns the most specific 
policy objectives, the main institutions relevant to achieve the objective as well as the main 
policy instruments used. Additionally, significant changes since the last Ministerial Conference 
in 2003 should be reported.  
 
Section 2: MCPFE commitments of the Fourth Ministerial Conference 2003 (Vienna 
Declaration, Vienna Resolutions V1-5) as well as clearly related MCPFE commitments of the 
Third Ministerial Conference 1998 (Lisbon Resolution L-2) 

 
Section 3: Further measures taken related to the qualitative indicator and comments provide 
the opportunity to report on further measures under a specific qualitative indicator. 

 
Part C: General reporting on Lisbon, Helsinki and Strasbourg Resolutions 
 
Part D: Enquiry on the quantitative indicator 6.4 “Expenditure for Services”  
 
 
While the enquiry to signatory states and the European Commission requests reporting on MCPFE 
qualitative indicators and on MCPFE commitment implementation in an integrated format, both the 
analysis of responses and of the reporting will be separate. As specified in the previous chapter, this 
enquiry will result in two separate reports:  

1. “State of Forests and Sustainable Forest Management in Europe 2007” 
2. “Implementation of MCPFE commitments 2003-2007” 

 
For reporting, please note the following: 

1. In the tables all requests for responses are marked by [     ], visible on computer screens 
(not necessarily on print-outs). All requests for responses are limited to approx. 100 words or 
650 letters (incl. blank spaces) automatically. 

2. The sum of texts provided per indicator in Parts A and B should not exceed 2 pages, and be 
around 1 page, if possible. 

3. Section 2 in Parts A and B presents an abbreviated summary of the original commitment text. 
This should facilitate identifying topics addressed, but not replace the original commitment. 
Please read the original commitments as specified in the reference numbers. These specify 
the document as well as the commitment number as numbered in the original commitment. 
(e.g. VD/7 = Vienna Declaration, para7, V1/9,12 = Vienna Resolution 1, paras 9 and 12) 
V=Vienna, L=Lisbon 

4. The requests in Section 2 of Parts A and B on the implementation of MCPFE commitments 
specify to report ”measures”, i.e. forest policy actions set to implement a commitment. The 
responses should, as far as possible, be made in a form that allows identifying the type and 
magnitude of efforts undertaken. In the responses, “Measures” should be classified or 
classifiable into the following categories:  
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Classes of “magnitude” for measures Examples of documents related to 

“measures” 
large measures: e.g. major programme  public programme document and/or related 

lists of projects 
medium-size measure: individual projects  list of projects funded 
small measures: e.g. individual actions  workshops organized, etc. 

 
Degree of implementation of a reported measure  
No measure taken (or blank space) 
Measure in planning stage 
Measure in implementation  
Measure concluded 

 
Degree of fulfillment of commitment through the measure reported 
Fully 
partly  
not or rather minor 

 
Each of the responses in Section 2 of Parts A and B will be classified and analysed in 
these three dimensions.  

 
5. In Part B please concentrate in particular on those indicators that are linked to the Vienna 

resolutions: B2 (carbon balance), B6 (biodiversity), B8 (economic viability) and B12 (cultural 
and spiritual values). 

6. Please report on “measures” taken in the period 2003-2007 by the main body (Ministry) 
responsible for forestry, or where this main body played a key role. Countries with a federal 
structure are requested to focus first on major initiatives on the national level and to provide 
information on major federal measures, identifying the federal state in which the measure was 
taken.  

7. Reporting on significant changes since 2003 will be analysed systematically, first by 
determining whether or not such changes were reported. No information is interpreted as “no 
significant change”.  

8. Please provide further information on the measures taken, as deemed relevant, e.g. major 
partners in implementation, time period, budget involved, experiences made (lessons learned, 
obstacles encountered, solutions). 

9. Please provide the latest information available unless otherwise requested. 
10. Please specify reference documents as follows: - Author or institution. Year of publication (if 

published). Title. Reference Number. Publisher.  
11. Information provided on the implementation of MCPFE commitment will be analysed 

quantitatively across countries according to the specifications as in paras 4 and 7, in addition 
to the substantive analysis. 

12. The report Implementation of the MCPFE Commitments – pan-European and national 
Activities 2003-2007 is foreseen to consist of a section on international implementation of the 
MCPFE commitments (the MCPFE Work Programme 2003-2007) as well as a summary 
analysis for each of the Parts A and B Section 2 as well as Part C of this enquiry. 
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A. Overall policies, institutions and instruments for SFM 
 
A.1 National forest programmes or similar  
Main characteristics of 
nfp or similar 
 

general characteristics, incl. significant changes related to nfps since 2003 
[max. 100 words]       
 

Reference document:  Flemish region : Regional Environmental Policy Plan 2003-2007 
(www.milieuinfo.be)     
 
Status 
 

 programme 
in development 

 programme in 
implementation 

 programme 
in review 

 continuous 
process or other 

Further information:       
 
MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to A.1:  
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) develop and apply 
nfps1 in line with the 
MCPFE approach to 
nfps?  
(Ref.: V1/ 7) 

Please specify whether and in which form they were applied, and whether 
there is any important lesson for the MCPFE (usefulness, development 
needs,..) [max. 100 words] 
 Forest policy in the Flemish region is integrated in the Environmental 
Policy Plan, which is being updated during 2007/2008. Although there is in 
the Forest Decree a specific procedure for Forest Policy Planning (which 
exists in two phases, a long term policy plan and more specific 
implementation plan for a shorter period of appr 5 years) and preparations 
were made for the finalisation of these formal documents, but these 
documents were never formally approved by the Flemish Government    
 

b) identify and address 
key cross-sectoral 
dimensions in the 
context of nfps? 
(Ref.: VD/13,14; V1/ 5, 8) 

Please specify whether or not, main dimensions identified, and what major 
explicit measures were taken. [max. 100 words] 
 In the Flemish region which is a highly urbanised region, a lot of intention 
must be paid to the integration of forest policy in the land use planning, the 
relation with biodiversity measures and the social and recreational uses of 
forests. In the context of a new approach on land use planning, specific 
decisions were taken on the expansion of the forest area. Implemenation of 
these decisions seems to be quite difficult due to the high pressure on 
those areas who could come into consideration for afforestation. On the 
other hand, specific evolutions in nature conservation policy, put extra 
pressure on the maintenance of forest cover due to the preference to 
develop other vegetation or landscape types then forests.  
 
 

c) use the nfp process 
as a platform for cross-
sectoral coordination, 
and to feed results into 
other policies? 
(Ref.: VD/ 16,19; V1/ 
9,10,11) 

Please specify whether or not, and if yes, how nfp is used as a platform or 
initiator of a mechanism; who is involved; and in what specific other 
policies nfp results were explicitly included. [max. 100 words] 
 In the Flemish region the preparation of the forest policy plans was usefull 
in order to better integrate and coordinate with the other policy plans. 
However there is this difficult exercise how far to in this integration should 
go without losing the policitcal and societal visibility for forest policy.       
 
 

d) Does the nfp address 
- socio-cultural,  
- biodiversity,  
- carbon & climate issues 
(Ref.: V3/5; V5/ 5; V6/ 6)

Please specify for each, if yes, specify main explicit targets and measures 
taken. [max. 100 words]  
 In the Flemish region the integrated policy does consider these issues. 
Specific targets are set for forest reserves (3.000ha), expansion of the 
forest area (10.000ha) which connects with the climate change policy. For 
biodiversity forests are essential in the Flemish Natura 2000 structure. For 
socio-cultural aspects much attention goes to the free access of private 
forests for 'soft forms' of recreation in forests.     
 

                                                 
1 nfp = national forest programme 
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e) promote participation 
of stakeholders in forest 
policy & program 
development? 
(Ref.:L1/2) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
 In the Flemish region, the High Council for Forests plays an active role in 
the development of forest policy. Forest owners, environmental ngo's, the 
forest industries, trade, science etc are represented in this Council. But 
also in more informal ways specific stakeholders and target groups are 
consulted  
 
 

Further measures taken related to A.1 and comments: 
Wallonia: A National Forest Programme does not exist sensu stricto, but the regional parliament has 
adopted in 1995, after a public consultation, the Environmental Plan for Sustainable Development 
which gives particular attention to forest issues, amongst 257 sectoral and intersectoral actions 
including training and public participation. This plan is periodically checked by authorities, such as the 
CWEDD (Walloon Council for Environment and Sustainable Development), in which all stakeholders 
are involved.  
In 2004, the General Policy Declaration of the Walloon Government contains for forest policy : 
« The Government shall guarantee a sustainable forest management ; in this focus, the main 
objectives are : 

• to ensure the forest regeneration and the permanence of the forest ecosystem ; 
• to increase biodiversity and species diversification ; 
• to stop the loss of profitability of forest production ; 
• to better welcome all the users of the forests while respecting their specificities ; 
• to increase high quality timber production, and to promote timber processing in Wallonia. » 

In 2006, a regional informal working group, established in order to implement certification, works on 
the evaluation of the forest sector and in the elaboration of a five years SFM improvement plans. This 
work could be a part of the future Regional Forest Program elaboration, which is planned for the next 
two years. For Brussels, a “participation platform”, with all the stakeholders, works on every project 
related to the regional forest and can make proposition for its management.  

 
Reporting notes: 
1. „nfp“ is understood to comprise both nfps or similar documents or processes. If nfps exist, please 
use this as main reference. If similar documents are used for answering, please specify the document 
(or process) under “Reference document”. 
2. Reporting on general characteristics could include formal status of the document, validity period of 
current document, duration of process, range of stakeholders involved, major results or key lessons. 
 
 
 



 

 8 

 
A.2 Institutional frameworks  
Main characteristics of 
institutional framework 
 

general characteristics, incl. significant changes related to institutional 
frameworks since 2003 [max. 100 words] As the Regional Governments in 
Belgium have full authority and competence with respect to forests and 
nature policy and management, institutional frameworks are defined for 
each region, without "belgian institutions" dealing with forest and forestry.  
In international affairs related to forestry a Belgian position is defined by 
means of consultations between the different authorities (regional and 
federal levels) and sectors (forestry, environment, agriculture, economic 
affairs, trade) through a process based on a co-operation agreement of 
April 5, 1995 between the Federal State and the Regions on international 
environmental policy.  
 

Main public organizations 
forest policy:  

Name (full formal name) Forest-related 
staff (2005, FTE) 

Administrative 
budget (mil€,2005)

- forest administration  Ministery of the Walloon Region, 
Nature and Forest Division 
(Wallonia) 

800  23,5 M€ 

 Flemish Ministry for the 
Environment, Nature and Energy  

            

Nature and Forest Agency 
(Flanders)  

710 82,3 M€ - public forest agencies 
(national level)  

Brussel environnement - IBGE 
Nature, Water and Forest Division 
(Brussels Capital Region)  

40 0,65 M€ 

Research Center For Nature, Timber 
& Forest (Wallonia) 

67 
 

0,6 M€ - research, education 
and training institutions 

Institute for Nature and forestry 
Research (Flanders) 

237  2,9 M€     

- other (please specify) Four Universities with Forestry 
Courses Masters and PhD 

            

                   
                   

Société Royale Forestière de 
Belgique: private forest owners 
Woodnet: federates main 
federations of the forest and wood 
sector   
Landelijk Vlaanderen      

Main private organizations 
relevant for forest policy: 
(interest groups and 
associations) 

Vereniging voor Bos in Vlaanderen 

  

VZW Inverde      
15 Forest Groupings in Flanders 
      

other organizations 
relevant for forest policy 
(e.g. private- 
public bodies)       

  

Main forest policy co-
ordination mechanisms  

Please describe the main formal mechanisms of policy co-ordination 
between the organizations above, if any. Please specify the year of 
establishment and major experiences, as appropriate (see reporting note) 
[max. 100 words] In Wallonia, the "Conseil Supérieur de la Forêt et de la 
Filière-Bois" plays a consultative role for the Walloon Government. Same 
applies for the High Council on Forests in Flanders.   
In Brussel, the "Conseil Supérieur bruxellois de la conservation de la 
nature" plays a consultative role for the Brussel Government. 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to A.2 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) support the 
establishment of 
associations of private 
forest owners and forest 
entrepreneurs? 

Please specify whether or not, if yes, in what form, and results so far. [max. 
100 words] 
In Flanders a mechanism was developed in order to better coordinate the 
management of fragmented forestareas so that a better management can 
be organised using advantages of scale. In relation to the European Plan 
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(Ref.: VD/12; V2/18, 19) for Rural Development, the establishment of this mechanism is co-financed 
by the European Community. By the end of 2007 there should be 19 of 
these forest groupings active. The Flemish government supports the 
establishment and the functioning of these independent organisations 
(www.bosgroepen.be)    

b) establish or improve 
intersectoral co-
ordination or 
communication 
mechanisms? 
(Ref.: VD/15, 18; V1/ 6) 

Please specify whether or not, and if yes, which major measures were 
taken [max. 100 words] 
In Wallonia, a regional informal working group, established in order to 
implement certification, works on the evaluation of the forest sector and in 
the elaboration of a five years SFM improvment plans. This work could be 
a part of the future Regional Forest Program elaboration. In Flanders a 
public private cooperation under the name of INVERDE was set up 
between different organisation to promote the communication and the 
education and professional training for the responsible and safe 
management of forests, nature conservation areas and (public) green 
areas (parcs atc)forestry and nature. 

Further measures taken related to A.2 and comments: 
      
 

 
Reporting notes:  
1. Institutional framework is understood to refer mainly to the organizational set-up of forest policy in 
the country. It further comprises formal co-ordinating mechanisms between these (incl. e.g. nfp).  
2. Please describe federal structures and further sub-national level organizational structures under 
“main characteristics”.  
3. Please list organizations with a mandate to develop or implement forest policy on the national level 
only. Note that all major organizations listed in Part B should also be listed here. Interest groups and 
associations include e.g. private forest owners, environmental NGOs. 
4. In case of public organizations, please specify forest-related staff (number, in full-time equivalent) 
and budget only. Use the “comments” section for further specification, if needed. 
5. Note that mechanisms referred to in A.2 a) and A.2 b) include nfps – please do not repeat from A1 
(text there will be taken into account). It also includes public-private partnership initiatives. 
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A.3 Legal/regulatory frameworks and international commitments 
Main characteristics of 
legal/regulatory 
framework 

general characteristics, incl. significant changes related to legal/regulatory 
frameworks since 2003 [max. 100 words]  
In Wallonia, the legal framework is still the Forest Law of 1854,  with 
regular modificative decrees. A new Forest Law is in preparation since a 
few years, and should be adopted for the end of 2007. It would be based 
on the paneuropean SFM principles and criteria.  
In the Flemish region a specific Forest Decree was voted in Parliament in 
1990. Since then this decree has been modified different times, mainly in 
order to better interact with nature conservation policy. In 2006 a important 
change was made in the legal definition of 'a forest' in order to clearify the 
difference between 'multifunctional forests' and short rotation 
(energy)crops. In 2003 criteria for SFM were approuved by Flemish 
Governement. In Brussel, the legal framework is still the Forest Law of 
1854,  with regular modificative decrees. 
Please list the main legal act related to forests and SFM (see also Part B) Main forest and SFM 

related legal/regulatory 
act Forest law, 

act or code 
Name: VL : Forest Decree (Bosdecreet) 
Date of adoption: VL 13 June 1990 
Main changes from previous legal act:       

Main priorities and 
measures in 
international forest 
related commitments  

Please describe, incl. significant changes related to international 
characteristics since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
Federal and Regional levels: implementation of CBD (e.g. approval of 
national biodiversity strategy) and UNFCCC-KP commitments (national 
and regional policy plans to combat climate change). 
Regional levels: implementation of European Bird Directive and Habitat 
Directive, in the Natura 2000 Framework. 
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to A.3: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) improve security of 
property rights  
(Ref.: V3/7) 

Please specify whether or not, and if yes, which issue was addressed and 
how. [max. 100 words] 
Yes Improvment of cadastral data by elaboration of digital maps. 
 
 

b) address forest law 
enforcement 
 
 
(Ref.: VD/20; V4/6, 7) 

Please specify whether or not, and if yes, which issue was addressed and 
how . [max. 100 words] 
 Specific coordination and high level agreements in order to give higher 
priority to environmental delicts (incl. forestry delicts like illegale 
deforestation in Flanders) in prosecution and treatments of case in 
courts.    
 
 

c) support enabling 
environments for SFM 
and investment 
 
(Ref.: V2/7) 

Please specify whether or not, and if yes, which issue was addressed and 
how. [max. 100 words] 
Yes.  
Financial incentives for regeneration only when SFM criteria are taken into 
account. Decreasing or exemption of inheritance rights and land taxes for 
forest in some cases: Forests under management plan, forests in the 
Flemish Ecological Network, Natura2000 network for instance. 
 

d) support international 
processes, 
commitments and their 
implementation in  
- UNFF, CPF, IPF/IFF 
proposals for action,  
- CBD,  
- UNFCCC and Kyoto 
Protocol 

Please specify whether or not, and if yes, which, separately for the different 
commitments [max. 100 words] 
 Active participation in the follow up of the UNFF, the CBD and the 
UNFCCC. Important issue for Belgium is the promotion of the inter-agency 
cooperation and collaboration and the promotion of synergies between the 
Rio-conventions.     
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(Ref.: VD/23, 24; V4/4, 
14, V5/6, 10) 
Further measures taken related to A.3 and comments: 
(incl. e.g. on UNCCD) Wallonia: Forest cooperation projects with Mauritania, Morocco, Burkina Faso 
Flanders : development of the Flemish Tropical Forests Fund (over 40 projects supported in Brazil, 
Bolivia, Ecuador, Peru, Chile for more then 3,1 M € since 2002. 
 
 

 
Reporting notes:  
1. Commitments, signature and ratification of major international commitments will be collected from 
the relevant conventions (UNFF, CBD, UNFCCC, CCD, ITTO, CITES, Ramsar, etc.). 
2. Under “Main characteristics” please describe situation of legal frameworks with respect to 
distribution of responsibilities in general (central or federal, the diversity of key legal acts) as well as 
significant changes related to legal/regulatory frameworks and international characteristics since 2003.  
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A.4 Financial instruments/economic policy 
Main characteristics of 
forest-related economic 
policy  

Please describe, incl. significant changes related to economic policy since 
2003 [max. 100 words] 
 Forest policy tends to limits its scope to the forest ecosystem and its 
(broader) management, incl. exploitation. Further support for the general 
promotion of the use of wood. In Flanders specific support for coordination 
mechanisms in order to increase efficiency and effectiveness of forest 
management in fragmented areas (forest groupings).    
 
Please describe characteristics of main financial instruments, incl. 
significant changes in financial instruments since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
 Flanders : financial aid for afforestation of agricultural lands, promotion of 
the use of indegeneous tree species in afforestation and reforestation, 
financial support to promote the ecological forest function (eg. nature 
conservation measures) and the development of forest managementplans 
that implement the criteria for SFM.     
 Wallonia : financial aid for reforestation, including promotion of the use of 
indegeneous tree species and SFM, financial support to promote quality 
oriented forestry (pruning, thinning) and tourist equipment  
Main budget 
line / 
programme 

Name:       
Target/objective:       
Forest-related budget:       mil € for period       

Main budget 
line / 
programme 

Name:       
Target/objective:       
Forest-related budget:       mil € for period       

Main characteristics of 
financial instruments  

Main budget 
line / 
programme 

Name:       
Target/objective:       
Forest-related budget:       mil € for period       

Main reference document(s): (please list documents with reference numbers)  
      
 
MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to A.4: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) set incentives for 
investment, including 
innovative economic 
instruments  
(Ref.: V2/7, 17) 

Please specify whether or not. If yes, describe measures, what they aim to 
address, dimension, and effects so far. [max. 100 words] 
      
 
 
 

Further measures taken related to A.4 and comments: 
Decreasing or exemption of inheritance rights and land taxes for forest in some cases: forests in 
Natura2000 network, or forests under management plan, or in the Flemish Ecological Network, for 
instance 

 
Reporting notes:  
1. Main budget lines/programmes: please list the top three governmental funding programmes related 
to forestry, incl. governmental (public) programmes or budget lines with a relevant or significant 
forestry component. Target group of these budget lines include not only forest owners or state forest 
enterprises but also research and education institutions. 
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A.5 Informational means  
Main characteristics of 
informational policies  

Please describe main characteristics and programmes, incl. significant 
changes in informational means since 2003. [max. 100 words] 
 Launching of an internet portal for forest and wood sector 
(woodnet.com)  and an environmental portal for Wallonia, including links 
to website on nature, on biodiversity, on forest and on forest inventory 
results. Specific information campagnes (e.g. week of the forest every first 
week of October). Active information on forest policy (publications, public 
hearings) and promotion of public participation in the development of forest 
management plans.  
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to A.5: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) develop and use 
national level criteria 
and indicators for SFM, 
incl. in nfps?  
(Ref.: VD/25, L2/1) 

Please specify whether or not. If yes, please describe measures. [max. 100 
words] 
Yes: integration of C&I in regional inventory in Wallonia and Flanders 
  
 
 

b) improve data-
collection on SFM and 
monitoring of 
- biodiversity  
- carbon stock and 
climate impact?  
(Ref.: V4/9, 13; 
V5/7,9,10; L2/2, 4, 6) 

Please specify whether or not. If yes, describe measures and what they 
aim to address. [max. 100 words] 
Yes, development of biodiversity data collection methods and 
implementation of soil data collection (including carbon stock) in regional 
inventory in Wallonia. 
Forest inventory system in Flanders is under review in 2007.  
 
 

c) use C&I in 
assessment, evaluation 
and reporting?  
(Ref.: VD/25, L2/3, 4) 

Please specify whether or not. If yes, describe measures and what they 
aim to address. [max. 100 words] 
Use of C&I in Wallonia: - in the public forest management planning 
(Balanced Score Cards); - in the forest part of the State of Environment;- in 
the process of PEFC certification: elaboration of the SFM inprovment plan.  
Forest relevant data are incorporated in the general reporting on state of 
the environment and state of nature both in Flanders, Wallonia and 
Brussel.  
 

Further measures taken related to A.5 and comments: 
Promotion of the use of wood products, especially in house building: continuous formation for 
architects, fairs for professionnal of the wood sector and for general public. 
 

 
 
Reporting note:  
1. A.5. a): this includes the use of the MCPFE Assessment guidelines  
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B. Policies, institutions and instruments by policy area 
 
B.1: Land use and forest area and OWL 
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

Name:   Code Wallon de l’Aménagement du Territoire, de l'Urbanisme et 
du Patrimoine     
Date of issuance: 1984 
Formal status:  Regional Law     
Name:   Flemish Decree on Spatial Land Use Planning     
Date of issuance: 1999 
Formal status:  Regional Law     
Name:   Code Bruxellois de l’Aménagement du Territoire, de l'Urbanisme 
et du Patrimoine 
Date of issuance:  
Formal status:  Regional Law     
 

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words]  
Definition of land use categories, of activities allowed or forbidden in each 
category, and of procedure for the revision of the land use categories. 
Detailed system of hierarchy in the land use planning  (regional level; 
provincial planning; local planning) 
 

Most relevant 
institutions  

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
Wallonia: Regional Land Use Planning Administration ; Forest and Nature 
Division is involved for forest area and nature reserves 
Flanders : Department of Land Use Planning, Housing and the Built 
Heritage 
       Agency for Land Use Planning 
       Agency for Housing 
       Flemish Institute for the Built Heritage 
       Inspection Agency     
Brussel : Regional Land Use Planning Administration ; Forest and Nature 
Division is involved for forest area and nature reserves ; Direction of 
Monuments and sites 
 

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
 Specific procedures for the development and modification of land use 
plans on different levels; detailed system of licensing and permits     
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.1:  
Were measures taken in 2003-2007? 
Please describe       
Further measures taken related to B.1 and comments: 
      
 

 
Reporting note:  
1. Under “Main characteristics” please also describe whether land use and ownership rights are an 
issue in specific areas and whether policies exist to increase (or decrease) forest area (or, specifically, 
forested land, including short rotation forests).  
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B.2: Carbon balance 
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

A. Name: Measures for encouraging reforestation and prohibition of 
deforestation 
Date of issuance: 2001 
Formal status: Implemented 
 
B. Name: Preservation of the ecological stability of forests 
Date of issuance: 2000 
Formal status: Implemented 
 
C. Name: Harmonisation of forest and climate policies 
Date of issuance: 2003 
Formal status: Implemented 
 

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
A. The authorities of the Flemish Region have set up, under the town and 
country planning act (Flanders Structural Town and Country Plan), 
measures to extend forested areas. The Flemish Region policy of 
reforestation is based on two strategies: first, the authorities are 
implementing a purchasing policy designed to create new forested areas; 
second, they are offering financial support to initiate afforestation and 
reforestation initiatives by local authorities or individuals, with special 
emphasis on the afforestation of agricultural lands as part of the regional 
rural development programme in accordance with relevant EU policies. 

B. Two important European Directives on nature protection – the Habitat 
and Birds Directive and the Natura 2000 Directive – have been transposed 
into law. The Natura 2000 network (European sites for the preservation of 
the natural habitats of flora and fauna) now comprises 231 sites covering 
217 000 hectares or 13% of Walloon territory. The implementation of these 
policies results in the preservation of land, limiting changes in land use and 
consequently the loss of soil carbon. A number of information initiatives on 
Natura 2000 have been launched. 

C. The Belgian forestry policy recently developed informative and incentive 
instruments to orient forestry more towards sustainable forest 
management. Although these concepts are based on general principles of 
multifunctionality and orientation towards nature, specific concerns can be 
considered, including specific measures or directives based on the climate 
policy. Exploratory studies indicate that these developments based on 
forestry policy are much in tune with the concern to maintain and boost the 
storage capacity of greenhouse gases by forests. An extra task can consist 
in suitably translating “favourable climate measures” into forest 
management and forestry practice. 
 
 

Most relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
Direction des Ressources Forestières » , Directorate General for the 
Natural ressources and Environment (DGRNE), 15 AV Prince de Liège, 
5100 Jambes (Walloon Region) 
Hoofd Cel Bosbeleid , Agentschap voor Natuur en Bos, Centrale Diensten , 
Koning Albert II-laan 20 bus 8 te 1000 Brussel  
Brussel environnement - IBGE Nature, Water and Forest Division (Brussels 
Capital Region) 

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 

Preservation of ecological stability is an integral part of the concept of 
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sustainable forest management (SFM) as defined in regional forest 
legislation. This principle was reiterated by the adaptation of criteria for 
sustainable forest management. 
Some of the concrete technical details for forest management are 
continous development or close canopy management and the promotion of 
spontaneous processes and continuous regeneration cycles. The ‘regular 
system’ of subsidies for SFM also includes financial compensation if 
certain general objectives and targets are met. 
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.2: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) promote the SFM 
concept in the Kyoto 
Protocol context, 
particularly on 
afforestation? 
(Ref.:VD/21, V5/6) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
 VL : dependant of the relevant status of the site in land use planning, or 
the protection status of the forest (e.g. Natura 2000 sites), specific 
measures can be applied or afforestation is subject to specific license in 
which particular attention can be paid to relevant factors (landscape, use of 
species) 
Belgium does not  elect any activities under Article 3.4. for inclusion in its 
accounting for the first commitment period. 
 
 

b) promote substitution 
of non-renewables, 
particularly bio-energy 
(see also B.4)? 
(Ref.: V5/5,6) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
A Walloon Wood Energy Plan was set up in March 2001. It is targeted at 
initiating and implementing a dozen projects for automatic wood heating, 
gas generation or other wood-use technologies designed to secure energy 
from wood in Wallonia. This plan essentially concerns municipalities and 
communities, whether or not connected to district heating systems. Actions 
will include information and awareness measure, feasibility pre-studies 
(evaluation of available resources, evaluation of energy needs, evaluation 
of RUE potential) and assistance with setting up projects. 
In spring 2003, the demonstration project “Application of ligneous biomass 
crops for sustainable energy production within farms in Flanders” was 
started up for the purpose inter alia of investigating the sales market and 
acceptability of energy crops in Flanders. In addition, a study was started 
up to investigate the legal, economic, social, ecological and technical 
aspects of short-rotation forestry in Flanders. The implementation of 
Directive 2003/30/EC can act as a significant stimulus to energy crops in 
Flanders. 
 
 

Further measures taken related to B.2 and comments: 
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B.3: Health and vitality 
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

Name:—  
Arrêté royal 
relatif à la lutte contre les organismes nuisibles 
aux végétaux et aux produits végétaux 
Date of issuance: 10 August 2005. 
Formal status: Federal regulation 

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
General regulations on control of and action against biotic agents 
damaging crops and trees.  

Most relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
A federal agency (AFSCA) has the legal responsibility for food security and 
the application of the above regulation; it works in cooperation with the 
regions for forest trees. 

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
      
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.3:  
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) strengthen research, 
monitoring and impact 
assessment of climate 
change and carbon 
stocks? 
(Ref.: V5/6) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
 
Federal level: research projects on sinks in agriculture and forestry 
Wallonia: research framework in forestry with impact assessment of 
climate change and adaptation possibilities; research projects on forest 
sinks   
 

b) strengthen 
adaptability of forests to 
climate change? 
(Ref.: V5/7) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
 Management measures to improve intra and inter species diversity in 
forest; measures to improve the water and nutrient cycles in forest 
ecosystems   
 

Further measures taken related to B.3 and comments: 
(e.g. further measures to address health and vitality) 
 Integration of indicators of health and vitality in forest inventories; project of an “Observatory of 
Forest Health” with a view of a quick response to insects and diseases (Wallonia) 
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B.4: Production and use of wood 
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

Name: In Wallonia and Brussels, the legal framework is still the Forest Law 
of 1854, with regular modificative decrees. Date of issuance: 1854 
Formal status: Federal Law with regional modificative decrees since 1980, 
when forest policy became a regional matter. 

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
Protection of the forest affectation and of the productive and ecological 
potential of forests; Management plans ;Rules for harvesting, circulation, 
use of non-wood products; forest police rules.  

Most relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
See A2 
 

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
Financial incentives for public and private owners for reforestation, 
thinning/pruning, forest roads establishment, tourist facilities, under strict 
technical and ecological conditions. 
Management plans in conformity with SFM C&I and PEOLG  

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.4: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) promote the sound 
use of wood? 
 
(Ref.: VD/9, V2/8, V5/5, 
L1/7) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
General campaigns on the promotion of wood 
Promotion of forest management techniques focusing on high quality 
products; research in wood technology; wood workers training; promotion 
of the use of wood in house building. 
 

b) promote the use of 
wood from sustainable 
sources?  
(Ref.: V2/8) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
Fed : Instruction to use certified wood for agencies, organisations and 
institutions dependant of the federal government. 
VL : Promotion of the use certified timber by provinces and local 
communities in their procurement policies    
 SFM certification in Wallonia.(46% of the forests are PEFC certified) 
 

Further measures taken related to B.4 and comments: 
(e.g. policies addressing the use of wood as energy source or for construction purposes)  
In Wallonia, public incentives for private or public (municipalities) investment for wood energy use. 
Promotion of the use of wood in house building, including continuous training for architects. 
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B.5  Production and use of non-wood goods and services, especially provision of 
recreation 
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

Name: Forest Law 
Date of issuance: 1854 
Formal status: Law 

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
Flanders General promotion of the recreational use of forests, limited to the 
'soft use of forests'. Motorised traffic in forests is strictly limited.    
The harvest of non wood products (including litter, mushrooms, flowers..) is 
not allowed without authorization of the owner, nor for commercial use. 
For recreation, a Walloon decree (1995) organizes the access of different 
kinds of users: motor vehicles are only allowed on roads, bikers only on 
roads and tracks; pedestrians are not allowed in the stands, but can use all 
the ways in forest.    
 
Brussels: General promotion of the recreational use of forests, limited to 
the 'soft use of forests'. Motorised traffic in forests is strictly limited.    
Any harvest of non wood products (including litter, mushrooms, flowers..) is 
strictly prohibited. 

Most relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
See A2 
 

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
General provisions in forest legislation. 
Flanders : accessibility is linked to the establishment of a 'accessibility 
plan'. Financial aid for private forest owners who open their forests. 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.5: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) improve enabling 
conditions for the 
market-based provision 
for non-wood goods? 
(Ref.: V2/9) 

Please describe measures, which non-wood goods they address, the 
characteristics of these measures and effects, if any  [max. 100 words] 
No free use of other non-wood forest products based on the principle of 
general protection of the forest  
 
 

b) improve enabling 
conditions for the 
market-based provision 
of services, esp. 
recreational services? 
(Ref.: V2/9) 

Please describe measures, which services they try to promote, the 
characteristics of these measures and effects, if any, particularly for 
recreational services [max. 100 words] 
      
 

Further measures taken related to B.5 and comments: 

Studies are launched to evaluate the economic value of recreational and protection services. 
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B.6  Biodiversity 

Main legal or 
reference 
document(s): 

Name: Loi sur la conservation de la Nature telle que modifiée par le 
Décret du 6 décembre 2001 relatif à la conservation des sites Natura 
2000 ainsi que de la faune et de la flore sauvages. 
Date of issuance: july the 12th 1973 
Formal status: law 
 
Flanders : 
Name: Decree on Nature Conservation and the natural environment. 
Date of issuance: October the 21st of 1997 
Formal status: regional decree 
 
Brussels : 
Name: Ordonnance on Nature Conservation. 
Date of issuance: 1995 
Formal status: regional ordonnance 
 

Main 
objective 

Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. 
significant changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
This law tends to safeguard the diversity and the integrity of the natural 
environment with protection measures for flora and fauna, habitats 
community, as well as the soil, subsoil, water and air. This law does not 
cover agricultural or sylvicultural concern. 
The last main changes that occurred was the designation of the natura 
2000 network, of which about 75% are forests. 
 
 

Most 
relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] The institution in charge of the implementation of this 
legislation is the Nature and Forest Department of the Walloon Ministry 
Flanders : Agency for Nature and Forests 
        Research Institute for Nature and Forests  
Brussels : Division Nature, water and Wood 

Ecosystem / 
habitat / 
protected 
areas / 
landscape 
patterns 

Main 
instruments 
used  

Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main 
policy objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. 
significant changes since 2003 [max. 100 words]        

Main legal or 
reference 
document(s): 

Name: Loi sur la conservation de la Nature telle que modifiée par le 
Décret du 6 décembre 2001 relatif à la conservation des sites Natura 
2000 ainsi que de la faune et de la flore sauvages. 
Date of issuance: July the 12th 1973 
Formal status: Law 
 
Flanders : 
Name: Decree on Nature Conservation and the natural environment. 
Date of issuance: October the 21st of 1997 
Formal status: regional decree 
Some specific implementation orders on species protection are still 
based on the federal law on Nature Conservation 
Remark : the Forest Decree also includes general protection measures 
of forest (plant)species 
 
Brussels : 
Name: Ordonnance on Nature Conservation. 
Date of issuance: 1995 
Formal status: regional ordonnance 
 

Species 
diversity, 
incl. tree 
species 
composition 
and 
threatened 
forest 
species 

Main 
objective 

Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. 
significant changes since 2003  [max. 100 words]  
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Most 
relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
Flanders: Agency for Nature and Forests 
        Research Institute for Nature and Forests       

Main 
instruments 
used  

Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main 
policy objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. 
significant changes since 2003 [max. 100 words]        

Main legal or 
reference 
document(s): 

 
Flanders 
Name:  Forest Decree     
Date of issuance: June 13th of 1990 
Formal status:  Regional law     
 
Brussels 
Name:  Forest ordonnance     
Date of issuance: 2004 
Formal status:  Regional law     
 

Main 
objective 

Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. 
significant changes since 2003  [max. 100 words]  
 Multi  year integrated workprogramme in order to protect, and promote 
the use of genetically autochtonous tree and shrub species.  

Most 
relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words]  
Flanders :  Agency for Nature and Forests 
        Research Institute for Nature and Forests 
Wallonia: “Comptoir Wallon des Matériels forestiers de Reproductions”:  
Brussels : Division of Nature, Water and Forest 

Genetic 
diversity, 
incl. in situ 
and ex situ 
gene 
conservation 
and seed 
production 
 

Main 
instruments 
used  

Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main 
policy objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. 
significant changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
Flanders: Target in situ inventarisation and characterization; Gene 
banks of trees and shrubs : A gene bank is a collection (`bank ') of, in 
this case, plants (`genes '), representative of a species or population, 
that holds a relevant part of the genetic diversity of the species or 
population. Ex situ conservation by collecting plants in clonal banks is 
mandatory for locally or regionally endangered autochthonous 
populations, for which the size has become too small, the risk of 
disappearance is too high and/or a serious threat is imposed by a 
disease. Collections established by the Institute include: Black poplar 
(Pinus nigra), rare wild roses (Rosa spp.), Wild apple (Malus sylvestris), 
Buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica), native elms (Ulmus spp.), rate willow 
species (Salix spp.), Damson (Prunus domestica subsp. insititia) and 
rare Hawthorn hybrids (Crataegus ssp.). 
Wallonia: the regional office (Comptoir wallon, see above) works both on 
the seed production (selection, management and seed harvest in seeds 
stands and orchards) and on the conservation of species and 
provenances.  

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.6: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) promote biodiversity 
strategy development and 
planning? 
(Ref.: VD/8,22; V4/6,14,15) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 

- A new tool complementing a “circulaire” for public forests has 
been published in 2005: “Normes de gestion pour favoriser la 
biodiversité dans les bois soumis au régime forestiers”, with the aim of 
improving the biodiversity consideration in the forestry practices. Clear 
target are included for the forest protected areas. Its goals are for 
example:  
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 To promote indigenous tree species with high biological value 
 To promote mixed forests 
 Increse dead wood volumes and old trees 
 To limit the impact of forest work on biodiversity…. 

 
- About 42% of the forest area in Wallonia is ecocertified under the 
PEFC scheme. This process includes a regional plan to improve the 
forest management and practices, and commitments for the owners 
and managers participating to the process; internal and external audit 
are scheduled every year.  

 
Flanders: Over the last 8 years many actions have been taken and lots of 

measures implemented by the nature and forest sector to give an 
impetus to the conservation of biodiversity. Although nature and forest 
management practices succeed in bending negative trends and 
restoring nature values in some places and for some species, 
biodiversity in general is still declining. For some objectives, certain 
species (groups) and some habitats or ecological functions results are 
positive and can be clearly shown. Especially generalist species are 
showing a stable or increasing trend, while most specialists continue to 
decline.  For some other aspects the recovery of nature values takes 
much longer before being visible or needs more scientific research and 
monitoring.  Integration of biodiversity into other sectors is growing but 
too slow and restricted. Nature-oriented management of forests and 
parks and protection of valuable landscapes are on the increase. 
Nevertheless, impact from fragmentation, acidification, agricultural 
fertilization, desiccation and water pollution is still too high to achieve a 
significant reduction of the current rate of biodiversity loss and to 
enable sustainable conservation of biodiversity. 

 
b) improve impact 
assessments and 
monitoring of biodiversity? 
(Ref.: V4/6,13)  

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 

 The Regional Forest Inventory is the main monitoring tool of 
the forest policy. It includes an improved set of SFM indicators, 
following the Paneuropean criteria and indicators. 

 Monitoring of biodiversity is included in the Walloon, Flemish 
and Brussels state of the environnement. 

 
c) further develop 
protected forest networks 
or similar? 
(Ref.: V4/10,15,16) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 

 About 75 % of the Natura 2000 network of Wallonia are 
forests (165,000 ha or about 10% of the walloon territory). The 
2/3rd of this area is covered with decideous trees. Among the 
forest habitats of community interest, it is the Luzulo-Fagetum 
beech forests that are the most common (about 40 000 ha). 
Other habitats such as forests of slopes, screes and ravines, 
Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa, and Bog woodlands are 
also present. 

 The “Normes de gestion pour favoriser la biodiversité dans les 
bois soumis au régime forestier” foresees to identify the different 
area’s of the forest ecological network (core area’s, buffer 
area’s). 

 
Flanders 
One of the most important pillars for territorially oriented nature policy is 
the designation of the FEN and the IISN. The conservation and 
rehabilitation of important habitats and ecosystems and the promotion of 
the biodiversity in fact to a large extent depend on spatially coherent 
networks of nature values that reinforce one another. The Nature 
Conservation Decree and the Flanders Spatial Structure Plan envisage 



 

 23

the demarcation of 125,000 ha of Flemish Ecology Network (FEN), 
consisting of large nature units (LNU), and large nature units under 
development (LNUD), and of 150,000 ha of nature interweaving area 
(NIWA). The objective is to realize a coherent and functional network of 
ecosystems that are (inter)nationally important and that are to be 
conserved in a sustainable way. The ecological network fulfils, to a very 
important extent, a number of international obligations such as European 
Bird and Habitat Directives (Natura 2000), the Ramsar Convention, the 
Biodiversity Convention and the Bern Convention. 
The nature interweaving areas, such as parks, have high nature assets, 
besides other functions. The nature connecting areas are areas that – 
irrespective of their surface area – are important for the migration of plants 
and animals between FEN areas, Natura 2000 sites and/or the nature and 
forest reserves.  
On July 18, 2003 the Flemish government approved the first phase of the 
FEN’s demarcation (85,500 ha). The demarcation came into operation on 
31 October 2003. The second phase will demarcate the remaining 40,000 
ha FEN and 150,000 ha nature-interweaving area. It is essential that 
these areas yield the highest added value for nature conservation. During 
this first phase of demarcation the designation on spatial plans of 8,000 
ha additional nature area and reserve area was proposed (out of the 
38.000 ha that should be).  
In 2004 an additional surface of 1840 ha nature area were added on the 
spatial plans. Of the 10.000 ha additional forest areas to be added on the 
spatial plans and 3.900 ha forest compensation, 5.205 ha of urban forest 
areas and 8.695 ha of other forest areas have been provisionally planned 
or realised. About 2089 ha are set aside for a re-afforestation programme.
Demarcation location of interweaving areas are specified in the Flemish 
Spatial Structure Plan: maximum 70.000 ha in agriculture zones, 80.000 
ha overlapping with recreation, forest, and other green destination zones. 
During a preparatory phase the concept of nature interweaving was 
elaborated, together with the development of a theoretical framework, 
inventarisation of existing instruments for implementation and some pilot 
projects. In 2004 only 2 Spatial Implementation Plans have been adopted: 
75 ha in an agricultural zone and 765 ha in a controlled flooding zone. 
Demarcation and management of interconnecting zones is the 
responsibility of the provincial authorities. Technical guidance is given by 
the Nature Division and the Institute for Nature Conservation by the 
development of a methodology and the establishment of a consultation 
committee. The demarcation of the zones is included in the provincial 
spatial plans.  
 

d) prevent loss and 
fragmentation and to 
restore degraded forests? 
(Ref.: V4/11,12) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 

- It is included in the “Normes de gestion pour favoriser la 
biodiversité dans les bois soumis au régime forestiers” 

- Restoration of degraded forests will be part of the natura 
2000 site’s management plans. 

 
Further measures taken related to B.6 and comments: 
(incl. e.g. on dead wood, regeneration and naturalness in multi-functional forests)  
Wallonia: The forest law (Code forestier) is under revision, with a view to improve sustainable forest 
management; this include financial incentives like an adaptation of the inheritance rigths for private 
owners, legal constraints concerning for example clear-cutt or species choice. 

- For dead wood, it is included in the“Normes de gestion pour favoriser la biodiversité dans 
les bois soumis au régime forestiers”. 

- An “Accord-cadre pour la recherche forestière” has been adopted for five years, between 
the Walloon government  and the universities with a forestry section : this allows the 
contractors to develop forest research activities in a coordinate way , following the needs 
of the forest managers and owners. A part of this programme concerns information and 
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training for the foresters and the public. 
Flanders : Ecological quality : The overall ecological quality is slowly improving but has not yet reached 
an overall basic level needed for the ecological requirements of the habitats and the species (air quality; 
water quality; soil conditions). This is a serious handicap for other measures that promote biodiversity 
development. 
The surface of nature and forest reserves (strict protected areas IUCN classification I and II) has 
doubled since 1996:  in 2004 there are 882 nature and forest reserves with a total surface of 28.059 ha 
(2,1 % of de surface of the Flemish region).  Of this total surface of protected area already 16.037 ha 
has been formally recognised or homologated as a reserve area. The total area with ecological value 
realised by nature management measures (including homologated nature and forest reserves, sites 
managed by or together with the Nature Division such as nature areas on military domains, privately 
owned sites with approved nature management plan) reached about 32.000 ha in 2004. This counts for 
64% of the set target by end of 2007. Included in these are 9.400 ha of nature and forest areas on 
military domains for which management planning and implementation is ongoing under a Life-Nature 
project. For an additional 6.584 ha owned by NGO’s the management plan is under development. 
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B.7 Protective services  
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

See land us planning 
Forest legislation 
 
Name:       
Date of issuance:       
Formal status:       

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
 Wallonia: Protection of slope soils and of soils with poor drainage, as well 
as water quality, quantity and fluxes. 
Flanders : a specific status is foreseen for 'protective forests' (e.g. 
watersheds, protection against soil erosion) but the concept is not further 
developed due to limited importance linked to the eco-geographical 
conditions in Flanders or to the fact that other policy measures allready 
give implementation to this principle (e.g. protection of watersurfaces in 
case of production of drinking water). 
 

Most relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
See A2 
 

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
Forest management plans with specific identification of the areas and 
adapted forest practices. 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.7: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) strengthen protective 
services? 
(Ref.: VD/10) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
 Wallonia: implementation in public forest of the "Soil and water protection 
circular (see above): about 35% of the public forests are managed with 
those special rules 
Flanders : specific research projects on soil protection and soil compaction 
in case of mechanised forest exploitation.      
 

b) contribute to reduce 
the impact of climate-
related disasters? 
(Ref.: V5/7) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
 Wallonia: research framework in forestry with impact assesment of 
climate change and adaptation possibilities; work in development to better 
organise the forest operations after storm damage.  
 

Further measures taken related to B.7 and comments: 
 

 
Reporting note:  
1. Protective services cover services as specified in MCPFE indicators 5.1 “Protective forests – soil, 
water and other ecosystem functions” and 5.2 “Protective forests – infrastructure and 
managed natural resources“ 
 



 

 26 

 
B.8 Economic viability 
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

See forest legislation 
 
Name:       
Date of issuance:       
Formal status:       

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
 Flanders: Measures to promote coorperation in fragmented forests in 
Flanders by means of stimulating the cooperation among forest owners 
and forest manages so that the desadvantages of fragmentation can be 
overcome (e.g. better coordination of forest management and organisation 
of thinnings; coordination of selling of timber; better organisation of certain 
investments in forest management; erasiure of alien invasive species). 
Wallonia: promote high wood quality production and close to nature 
forestry (lower investment, higher value production);   
 
 

Most relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
 See A2 
VL : Agency for Nature and Forests; Forest Groupings     
 

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
 Financial aid for the development and functioning of cooperation 
structures (e.g. forest groupings). 
Special fiscal status for forest groupings 
fiscal and financial incentives measures focused on SFM 
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.8: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) promote innovation, 
entrepreneurship and to 
encourage investment in 
the context of SFM? 
(Ref.: V2/7,11 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
 
 

b) include evonomic 
viability and livelihood 
issues in rural 
development policy? 
(Ref.: VD/7, V2/16) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
VL :  financial support for afforestion of agricultural lands    
Wallonia: pilot project in participative design of integrated management 
plans.  
 

c) promote the voluntary 
cooperation of forest 
owners and addressed 
economic viability 
challenges? 
(Ref.: VD/12, V2/15,17) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
 VL : see support for establishment of forest groupings as cooperative 
structures between forest owners and managers    
Wallonia: forest groups and SFM certification gain a "bonus" in financial 
incentives for forest operations;   
 

d) promote the valuation 
of full range of forest 
goods & services, 
incorporate results into 
accounting systems 
(Ref.: V2/10, L1/9, 10)

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
 Some specific research project. No operational system     
Studies are launched to evaluate the economic value of recreational and 
protection services. 

Further measures taken related to B.8 and comments: 
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B.9 Employment (incl. safety and health) 
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

See Forest legislation and General Regulation on Workers Protection. 
Name:       
Date of issuance:       
Formal status:       

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
      
 

Most relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
      
 

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
      
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.9: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) enhance workforce 
safety and improve work 
environment? 
 
(Ref.: V2/14, L1/8) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
 Flanders : Since 2005 a system of licencing of forest contractors and 
buyers of timber in public forests was made operational. This systems aims 
at promoting the responsibility of the forest worker. A lot of attention is paid 
to safety and health instructions, training of the workforce, sound and 
correct execution of the forest exploitation. 
Wallonia: specific training programmes are organised by the forest service 
for public forest workers and technicians. 
For private forest workers, training programmes are launched by their 
federation, in cooperation with the French federation. 
  

Further measures taken related to B.9 and comments: 
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B.10 Public awareness 
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

Name:       
Date of issuance:       
Formal status:       

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
      
 

Most relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
      
 

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
 Support for specific campaigns and organisations. Own information 
initiatives by the governerments (campaigns, publications, educational 
centres, educational infrastructure in the forests)     
In Wallonia, the 11 CRIE (Regional Centers forEducation on Environment) 
are in charge of specific matters: most of them ensure public awareness on 
the muiltiple uses and functions of forests.  
In Brussels, the Regional Centers for Education on Environment Tournesol 
is in charge of specific matters: most of them ensure public awareness on 
the muiltiple uses and functions of forests and environnement.  
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation to B.10: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) develop dialogue with 
the public, incl. through 
awareness raising 
programmes? 
(Ref.: L1/1) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
 
Specific campaigns (e.g. Week of the Forests; treeplanting days in 
association with health care foundations) 
 

Further measures taken related to B.10 and comments: 
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B.11 Research, training and education 
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

Name:       
Date of issuance:       
Formal status:       

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
VL : Scope and Forestry Educational and training Centre was revised in 
2004-2005  with the aim to enlarge its scope and integrate other disciplines 
(e.g. more emphasis on nature conservation; landscaping; management of 
public green areas and parcs)  
 

Most relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
Vzw Inverde 
See A: research organisations (CRNFB in Wallonia and INBO in Flanders) 

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words] 
 Financial aid for vzw Inverde. Active involvement in the board of directors 
by the Flemish administration and representatives of the most relevant 
stakeholders in the field of forestry, nature conservation and management 
of public green areas   
 Wallonia: specific budgets are given by the regional authorities to launch 
research projects on forest and nature;  
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.11: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) strengthen research, 
increase interdisciplinary 
and multi-disciplinary 
research? 
(Ref.: VD/17, V3/ 11, 
V4/17, V5/ 6,7)  

Please describe measures, including in forest biodiversity and carbon-
related issues, and socio-cultural aspects, their characteristics and effects, 
if any  [max. 100 words] 
 
VL :Specific cooperation projects between different research groups. 
Promotion of exchange of information between junior researches at 
universities by organising a yearly symposium for junior researchers who 
present and discuss their current research project (alternating 'forests' and 
'nature' as central themes) 
Merging of the two Flemish research institutes (Institute for Forestry and 
Game Management; Institute for Nature Conservation) as part of the 
Flemish Administration into one integrated research institute, called the 
Research Institute for Nature and Forests.  
Wallonia: a research agreement (Budget :1,25 millions €/year), between 
the forest service, the CRNFB and the universities with a forestry section 
organizes for five years a research program, with a part for formation of 
foresters and public awareness: the aim is to improve both the forest 
management and the education on forest and nature, taking into account 
the needs of the partners. 
Brussels :Specific projects with different research groups.  
 

b) enhance the quality of 
education, training and 
extension and other 
forms of knowledge 
dissemination? 
(Ref.: V2/12,13, V3/6, 
L1/4,6) 

Please describe measures , including on socio-cultural aspects as well as 
on promoting new opportunities and techniques, their characteristics and 
effects, if any  [max. 100 words] 
 VL : Specific quality ensurance system was developed by vzw Inverde 
 
 
 

Further measures taken related to B.11 and comments: 
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B.12 Cultural and spiritual values 
Main legal or reference 
document(s):  
 

VL : 
Name: Decree on the protection of landscapes 
Date of issuance: 2001, modified in 2004 
Formal status: Regional 
Name: Decree on the protection of monuments 
Date of issuance: 1976, lastly modified in 2004 
Formal status: Regional 
Name: Decree on the protection of archeological patrimony 
Date of issuance: 1993 
Formal status: Regional 
 
Wallonia:  
Name:   Code Wallon de l’Aménagement du Territoire, de l'Urbanisme et 
du Patrimoine     
Date of issuance: 1984 
Formal status: Regional Law     
 
Brussels : 
Name: Ordonnance on the protection of monuments and sites 
Date of issuance: 1994 
Formal status: Regional 
 
 

Main objective Please describe current main policy objectives and issues, incl. significant 
changes since 2003  [max. 100 words] 
 Protection of forests as typical landscapes; sites in forests can be 
classified as monuments  
Protection of sites in forests and of “famous trees” with a landscape, 
historical or spiritual value.     
 
 

Most relevant 
institutions   

Please specify main responsible organization (legal responsibility), 
implementing organizations, incl. significant changes since 2003  [max. 
100 words] 
 Regional Land Use Administration; Forest and Nature Division for forest 
area and nature reserves 
FL : Department of Land Use Planning, Housing and the Built Heritage 
       Flemish Institute for the Built Heritage     
Wallonia: Regional Land Use Planning Administration ; Forest and Nature 
Division is involved for the protection of so-called “famous trees”  
Commission Royale des Monuments et sites. 

Main instruments used  Please describe main policy instruments used for achieving the main policy 
objectives and for addressing issues as described above, incl. significant 
changes since 2003 [max. 100 words]  
Direct regulation following the assignment as monument or landscape; 
financial support for certain management measures; fiscal measures      
 

MCPFE Resolution commitment implementation related to B.12: 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) reflect the socio-
cultural dimensions in 
policies? 
(Ref.: VD/11, V3/5,6,8) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
      
 

b) enhance the 
landscape attractive-
ness and their 
protection, including of 
traditional knowledge 
and practices? 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
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(V3/9) 
c) conserve and 
manage significant 
historical and cultural 
objects? 
(V3/10) 

Please describe measures, their characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
 Several specific and local projects in participatory manner (e.g. 
restoration of traditional landscape management; restoration of historic 
sites in forests)     
 

Further measures taken related to B.12 and comments: 
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Part C: General reporting on Lisbon, Helsinki and 
Strasbourg Resolutions 
 
 
a) Lisbon Resolutions L1-L2 
 
Please report on only measures which were not described in the previous parts of this enquiry. For 
measures that address implementation of Lisbon Resolutions but were described in the previous 
parts, please refer to the related sections  
 
Lisbon Resolution L1: People, Forests and Forestry - Enhancement of Socio-
Economic Aspects of Sustainable Forest Management 
Further measures taken 
to implement Lisbon 
Resolution L1 

Please describe measures not described in previous chapters, if any  [max. 
100 words] 
      
 

Lisbon Resolution L1 commitment implementation: aspects not covered in Parts A and B 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) encourage studies on 
gender aspects of forest 
policy & practices? 
  
(Ref.: L1/5) 

Please describe measures, if any  [max. 100 words] 
 VL : specific training and educations programmes for women in forestry 
and nature conservation management 
 

b) evaluate the potential 
impacts of forest 
certification systems? 
 
(Ref.: L1/11) 

Please describe measures, if any  [max. 100 words] 
 VL : since 2005 support for independent promotion of credible forest 
certification systems. Promotion of the collaboration between FSC and 
PEFC certification system     
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Lisbon Resolution L2: Pan-European Criteria, Indicators and Operational Level 
Guidelines for Sustainable Forest Management 
Further measures taken 
to implement Lisbon 
Resolution L2 

Please describe measures not described in previous chapters:  [max. 100 
words] 
 
      
 

Lisbon Resolution L2 commitment implementation: aspects not covered in Parts A and B 
Were measures taken in 2003-2007 to: 
a) promote national 
adaptation and use of 
the PEOLGs2? 
  
(Ref.: L2/7, 8) 

Please describe measures, if any  [max. 100 words] 
 VL : Criteria for SFM at the management unit level were adopted bu the 
Flemish Governement    
 
 

 

                                                 
2 PEOLG = Pan-European Operational Level Guidelines 
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b) Helsinki Resolutions H1-H4 
 
Please report on only measures which were not described in the previous parts of this enquiry. For 
measures that address implementation of Lisbon Resolutions but were described in the previous 
parts, please refer to the related sections  
 
 
Helsinki Resolution H1: General Guidelines for the Sustainable Management of 
Forests in Europe 
Further measures taken 
to implement Helsinki 
Resolution H1 

Please describe measures not described in previous chapters:  [max. 100 
words] 
      
 
 

Helsinki Resolution H2: General Guidelines for the Conservation of the Biodiversity of
European Forests 
Further measures taken 
to implement Helsinki 
Resolution H2 

Please describe measures not described in previous chapters:  [max. 100 
words] 
      
 
 

Helsinki Resolution H3: Forestry Cooperation with Countries in Transition 
Further measures taken 
to implement Helsinki 
Resolution H3 

Please describe measures not described in previous chapters:  [max. 100 
words] 
      
 
 

Helsinki Resolution H4: Strategies for a Process of Long-term Adaptation of Forests 
in Europe to Climate Change 
Further measures taken 
to implement Helsinki 
Resolution H4 

Please describe measures not described in previous chapters:  [max. 100 
words] 
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c) Strasbourg Resolutions S1-S6 
 
Please report on only measures which were not described in the previous parts of this enquiry. For 
measures that address implementation of Lisbon Resolutions but were described in the previous 
parts, please refer to the related sections  
 
Strasbourg Resolution S1: European Network of Permanent Sample Plots for 
Monitoring of Forest Ecosystems  
Further measures taken 
to implement Strasbourg 
Resolution S1 

Please describe measures, not described in previous chapters, their 
characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 100 words] 
Active participation in ICP Forests 
 

Strasbourg Resolution S2: Conservation of Forest Genetic Resources 
 
Further measures taken 
to implement Strasbourg 
Resolution S2 

Please describe measures, not described in previous chapters, their 
characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 100 words] 
Conservation and restoration of black poplar in Flanders, northern 
Belgium : The European black poplar (Populus nigra L.) is one of the most 
threatened tree species in Europe and the most endangered indigenous 
forest tree species in Belgium. It is an important indicator species of 
floodplain forests, forests occurring on alluvial soils of dynamic rivers. A 
reforestation programme along the river Meuse on the Dutch-Belgian 
border is ongoing following the guidelines developed by the EUFORGEN 
Populus nigra network. Furthermore, we study gene flow between 
cultivated poplars and native black poplar. This project started in 2000 
 
 

Strasbourg Resolution S3: Decentralized European Data Bank on Forest Fires  
 
Further measures taken 
to implement Strasbourg 
Resolution S3 

Please describe measures, not described in previous chapters, their 
characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 100 words] 
      
 

Strasbourg Resolution S4: Adapting the Management of Mountain Forests to New 
Environmental Conditions  
Further measures taken 
to implement Strasbourg 
Resolution S4 

Please describe measures, not described in previous chapters, their 
characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 100 words] 
      
 

Strasbourg Resolution S5: Expansion of the EUROSILVA Network of Research on 
Tree Physiology  
Further measures taken 
to implement Strasbourg 
Resolution S5 

Please describe measures, not described in previous chapters, their 
characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 100 words] 
      
 

Strasbourg Resolution S6: European Network for Research into Forest Ecosystems 
 
Further measures taken 
to implement Strasbourg 
Resolution S6 

Please describe measures, not described in previous chapters, their 
characteristics and effects, if any  [max. 100 words] 
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Part D: MCPFE quantitative indicator 6.4 “Expenditure for 
Services” 
 
 
Forest owners, public and private, foundations, and public administrations incur additional 
expenditures for producing a range of services that are demanded by the public free of cost. These 
are, for instance, expenditures to maintain protective forests against natural hazards, for preventing 
soil erosion or for protecting water quality as well as social services. These services are an important 
contribution to the quality of life and safety of humankind. It is essential to ensure that these services 
are maintained and that adequate public funding is provided to cover the necessary related 
expenditures. The total national expenditures for services from the forests should provide quantitative 
information on the efforts of countries to provide such forest services. 
 
Currently, information on expenditure for services is weak and data collection mechanisms have not 
yet been established. The MCPFE background documents on the pan-European criteria and 
indicators specifies that this indicator needs to be further elaborated before its full implementation. The 
current assessment has pilot character and intends to provide a first and preliminary overview on 
national expenditures for services. The results of the enquiry will be utilized to further develop this 
indicator. In line with the pilot character of the assessment, clear information on expenditures was not 
included in the enquiry on quantitative indicators, which was focusing on indicators, for which 
operational assessment schemes have already been implemented at the national level.  
 
As in most countries no mechanisms have been established for collecting information on expenditures 
for services realised by a wide scope of funding sources, the current assessment is limited to 
expenditures from official administrative budgets.  
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Reporting Form A1: Expenditures for services 
 
MCPFE indicator 6.4 Total expenditures for long-term sustainable services from forests 
 
Rational: Information is requested for expenditures for services from official administrative 
budgets 
 
 
Table 8: Non-wood Goods:  

Data Quality 
Value 

(1000 [national currency]) 

C
od

e 

Expenditures for 
Services 

Ref. 
year 

Value 
(1000 [national 

currency]) From To 

2005                 
2000                 A

1.
1 

Recreational services 

1990                 
2005                 
2000                 A

1.
2 

Environmental services 

1990                 
2005                 
2000                 A

1.
3 

Protective services 

1990                 
2005                 
2000                 
1990                 
2000                 

A
1.

4 

Other services 

1990                 
 
Data sources:  
For each service reported:        
 
Country specifications: 
For each service reported, as necessary:        
 
 
Country comments: 
Public investments in forests follow the concept of multifunctionality of forestry in Belgium. This 
means that in general the same investments cover different forest functions. For example, investment 
in forest roads are designed in such a way that the forest road can be used for exploitation and 
recreation. Ecological investments or actions to promote biodiversity in the forest also effect the local 
protective functions (e.g. management of water areas, or spring areas). Investments are therefore not 
registered as being linked to one specific services or function. 

 
Reporting notes:  
 
1. The total expenditures for services from the forests should confine to expenditures from official 

administrative budgets and present quantitative information on the efforts of countries to provide 
such forest services. 

2. Reference area for reporting is “Total FOWL”, not further divided into sub-classes “Forest” and 
“Other wooded land”. If data is available for sub-class “Forest” only, please report on this sub-
class and provide note under “Country comments”.  

3. If data is available only for certain forest areas or ownership classes (e.g. state forests), but not for 
others, data should be reported with explicit indication of area (ha) and/or reference to the 
ownership class under “Country comments”. 
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4. The class “Recreational Services” includes, for instance, expenditures such as hunting licences, 
fishing licences, managed outdoor recreation areas or trails for mountain biking, horse riding, 
skiing and other recreational activities 

5. The class “Environmental Services” includes, for instance, expenditures for maintaining and 
enhancing of the natural habitat and biological diversity and contracts for conservation. 

6. The class “Protective Services” includes, for instance, expenditures to maintain protective forests 
against natural hazards, for preventing soil erosion or for protecting water quality. 

7. Please report in the country specifications the currency for which values have been provided. 
8. Data Quality: please specify the likely range of values specified in column 4 “value”. 
 
Definitions of “forest” and “other wooded land”: 
 

Forest Land with tree crown cover (or equivalent stocking level) of more than 10 
percent and area of more than 0.5 ha. The trees should be able to reach a 
minimum height of 5 m at maturity in situ. May consist either of closed 
forest formations where trees of various storeys and undergrowth cover a 
high proportion of the ground; or of open forest formations with a 
continuous vegetation cover in which tree crown cover exceeds 10 
percent. Young natural stands and all plantations established for forestry 
purposes, which have yet to reach a crown density of 10 percent or tree 
height of 5m, are included under forest, as are areas normally forming 
part of the forest area, which are temporarily unstocked as a result of 
human intervention or natural causes but which are expected to revert to 
forest. 
 Includes: Forest nurseries and seed orchards that constitute an 
integral part of the forest; forest roads, cleared tracts, firebreaks and other small 
open areas within the forest; forest in national parks, nature reserves and other 
protected areas such as those of special environmental, scientific, historical, 
cultural or spiritual interest; windbreaks and shelterbelts of trees with an area of 
more than 0.5 ha and a width of more than 20 m. Rubberwood plantations and 
cork oak stands are included. 
 Excludes: Land predominantly used for agricultural practices. 
 

Other wooded land Land either with a tree crown cover (or equivalent stocking level) of 5-10 
percent of trees able to reach a height of 5 m at maturity in situ; or a 
crown cover (or equivalent stocking level) of more than 10 percent of 
trees not able to reach a height of 5 m at maturity in situ (e.g. dwarf or 
stunted trees) and shrub or bush cover. 

 Excludes:  Areas having the tree, shrub or bush cover specified above 
but of less than 0.5 ha and width of 20 m, which are classed under "other land"; 
Land predominantly used for agricultural practices. 
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ANNEX 
(see file Enquiry_MCPFE_qualitative_Annexes.doc) 
 
 
Annex 1: MCPFE commitments Vienna 2003 
Annex 2: MCPFE qualitative indicators  
Annex 3: Reference matrix of coverage of commitments through the structure 
provided by the MCPFE qualitative indicators 
 
 
For MCPFE Resolutions and other documents please also refer to: 
http://www.mcpfe.org/resolutions/ 


