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MARKET STATEMENT OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC 
 

1. General economic trends affecting the forest and forest industries sector   

The global economic crisis influenced Slovak economy, entered the year 2009 with good 
starting conditions for Slovakia created in 2008 in which it managed to maintain high growth 
of GDP (6.4%), especially in the first two quarters. Only the last quarter of 2008 the crisis 
started to affect Slovak Economy. In 2009, the growth rate dropped down and GDP fell   by 
4.7 % year-on-year. Downturn GDP was significantly affected by exports –16.5% and imports 
–22.8% creation of gross fix capital by –10.1%, intermediate –15.6%. In the first half of 2010, 
GDP rose 4.7 % year-on-year.  

In external trade - the fall down in export 23.4% of goods and services as well as in their 
imports 19.8% exerted negative effects in 2009. Investment activities also dropped year-on-
year. Unemployment rate according to the Labour Force Sample Survey fall down in 2009 by 
2.5 % to 12.1%. Now day’s unemployment is 14 %. 

Industrial output fall down in 2009 by 15.6 % year-on-year at current prices. Manufacture 
of wood and wood products and wood pulp, paper and paperboard, including publishing, fall 
down its output in 2009 by 11.1 % year-on-year, while the output of manufacture of wood 
pulp, paper and paperboard increase by 0.2 % (all at constant prices). 

In the first half of 2010, industrial output at constant prices was by 24.1% up year-on-year. 
Output of the manufacture of wood and wood products and output of the manufacture of 
wood pulp, paper and paperboard, including publishing, printing and reproduction of recorded 
media, rise by 2.9%, compared to the first half of 2009. 

Construction dropped its output in 2009 by 11.1% year-on-year (constant prices).  
Construction output in the first half of 2010 was 4.7% down on the corresponding period 

of the previous year (at constant prices).  
The outlook of Slovak economy for 2010 is positive. It is expected GDP growths 4.7 % in 

the year 2010. The worst time for Slovak economy was the first quarter 2009, when the GDP 
fall down by 5.7 %. Except the world economic crisis it was influenced by gas crisis. In 
second quarter the Slovak economy a little bit rose, quarter on quarter and it seems to 
continue. Outlook depends on development of world economy crisis and there are many 
uncertainties from monetary policy continue with demand Slovak export products, investment 
activity, increasing unemployment and others. 

 
2. Recent policy measures  

Economic stimulus policies and forest products markets 

From the first January 2009 Euro is Slovak currency. Slovakia has become EU member 
since May 1st 2004. It means that the EU legislation is valid in Slovak legal system. Some 
small changes in the forest act have been adopted since September 2007. In addition to 
applying the concept of sustainable forest management according to the international 
definitions, the amendment, among other things, also provides for administrative 
simplifications. Above all, the simplification of the appointment obligation for forest staff is 
leading to cost reductions for forest enterprises and forests owners. 

All public authorities and institutions, public and private interested representations, and all 
forest stakeholders are called upon to contribute actively to the dialogue, and to co-operate, in 
order that the careful management of forests be further developed and solutions be found to 
reconcile the many different interests in the utilization of forests. 
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National Forest Programme of the Slovak Republic is a basic document for securing 
sustainable forest management. On the 1st March 2007 it was discussed and approved by the 
Ministry of Agriculture of Slovakia, by the Government of Slovakia in May 2007 and by the 
National Council of Slovakia in September 2007. It was worked out for the period by 2020 by 
formulating five strategic goals, 18 priorities and 52 general objectives. General objectives 
will be worked out into more details on regular basis and updated through measures 
formulated in the Action Plan of the National Forest Programme of the Slovak Republic. 

Since 2008 strategic instrument for implementation of forestry policy in Slovakia is the 
Prognosis and Visions of Development of Slovak Forestry for 2050.  

In January 2009 the Strategy of Slovak Forestry was adopted. 
Administration of woodworking industry is from 2009 under Ministry of Agriculture 

together with forestry. Until 2009 the administration of woodworking was under Ministry of 
Economy.  

Programme of rural development in Slovakia for the period 2007-2013 was adopted to use 
EAFRD funds; following measures were proposed: increase economic value of forests; 
forestry-environmental payments; restoration of forest management potential; payments 
within NATURA 2000; professional education and consultation. 
 
Climate change and forest-related markets 
 

Slovakia monitors all issues of environmental policy and global climate changes. Basic 
political materials are:  

National strategy of biodiverzity protection in Slovakia  
Conception of nature and country protection. 
Law on nature protection 
National Forest Programme of the Slovak Republic has in strategic objective 2 - 

Improvement and protection of the environment priority 4 - to mitigate consequences of 
climate change and to support adaptation of forests to climate change. 

Vision, prognosis and strategy of Slovak forestry development have priority 4- mitigate 
consequences of climate change and to support adaptation of forests to climate change. 
 
Trade policy issues affecting markets 
 

In Slovakia there are measures in place for achieving effectiveness in various fields of the 
economy, which would lead to an increase both in business, e.g. exchange of products, and in 
the business activities or in the development of small and medium sized enterprises, rural 
areas and sustainable forest industry. These measures are always adopted with regard to the 
EU guidelines.  These are operational programmes effective for a certain period, such as 
operational programme for business development, for support of small and medium sized 
enterprises, for rural development and multi-functional agriculture or the programme for rural 
development in the Slovakia to 2013. They really increase the effectiveness of the entire 
economy; they provide new know-how, new technologies, implementing new and efficient 
production and other factors in order to achieve higher performance and higher level of 
national economy. 
 
Corporate social responsibility 
 

As for the forestry in Slovakia, the social situation can be briefly and simply assessed 
based on status of the labour market, development of the average salary and health protection 
and safety at work. 
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Worsened economic performance of the forest sector had a profound impact on forest 
sector employment – reported unemployment rates reflected a 25 % decrease in the volume of 
realized forest operations. The average nominal monthly earnings in the sector (612 EUR) fell 
last year by 3.2 %. At 4.8 %, the fall in average real monthly earnings was even sharper. The 
average sector monthly earnings reached in 2009 only 82.2 % of the national average.  

 
Selected macroeconomic indicators by country and forest sector  

Year  
1990 2007 2008 2009 Indicator 

Unit % Unit % Unit % Unit % 
National GDP 
in current 
prices  

9.24 100 61.55 100 67.22 100 63.33 100

Forest sector 

billion 
EUR 

0.09 0.97 0.28 0.46 0.29 0.42 0.21 0.33
Investments 2 315 100 16 096 100 16 716 100 14 943 100
Forest sector 

million 
EUR 18 0.78 38 0.23 42 0.24 10 0.07

Employment  2 459 100 2 357 100 2 434 100 2 366 100
Forest sector 

1000 
persons 36 1.47 12 0.51 12 0.49 9 0.38

Average 
monthly 
earnings 

108,81 100 668.72 100 723.03 100 744.50 100

Forest sector 

EUR 

113.49 104.3 612.59 91.61 632.14 87.43 612.00 82.20
Source: Green report 2010 
 
Health protection and safety at work have been growing steadily.  
 
Research and development policies 
 

The key responsibility for forest research in Slovakia lies with National Forest Centre – 
Forest Research institute Zvolen and the Research Station & Museum of SF TANAP, both 
established by the Slovak Ministry of Agriculture. Other research bodies outside the sector 
include the Faculty of Forestry of Technical University Zvolen and the Institute of Forest 
Ecology of the Slovak Academy of Sciences Zvolen. The aforementioned bodies are involved 
in a number of international cooperation programmes through the European Forest Institute 
and International Union of Forest Research Organizations.  

At present, forest research primarily concerns multiple aspects of silviculture, forest 
protection, forest ecology and monitoring, genetics and breeding, forest planning and forest 
economics. Research priorities for 2009 included mass decline of spruce forests and 
elimination of forest sector impacts of economic crisis.  

Much of the research is funded by the Ministry of Agriculture, the Agency for Research 
and Development Support, the Scientific and Grant Agency (VEGA), the Ministry of 
Education, the Cultural and Educational Grant Agency, and developmental projects of the 
Ministry of Education. A number of research projects were funded by the Agency for 
Structural Funds of the Ministry of Education. More projects are being funded from the FP7. 
No funding was provided last year from various government programs on research and 
development. Private investments into forest research remained largely unavailable. 

 
 

3. Market drivers 
 
Weakening demand for forest products in EU, especially in Slovak neighbor countries due 

to economical downturn has led to decreasing wood and wood products prices in 2008-2009. 
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Energy, labour price and other input costs increased in 2008, while they are quite stabile in 
2009-10. To get better or the same income the roundwood producers increased wood 
removals and wood export. 

In the year 2010, there is higher possibility for Slovak export of wood and wood products 
as well as domestic demand rise and it affects increasing wood and wood production. 

Another market drivers are fall down building industry year-on-year 11.1 % on 2009 and 
fall down by 4.7 % in the first half 2010. It is expected to stop down in 2011. 

 
4. Developments in forest products markets sectors 
 

A. Wood raw materials  
In comparison with 2008, removals of roundwood dropped down due to world economy 

crisis by 2 % to 9 087 thousand m3, of which industrial roundwood to 8 501 thousand m3 
(4 745 thousand m3 of sawlogs and veneer logs, 3 721 thousand m3 of pulpwood and 
35 thousand m3 of other industrial roundwood). Production of wood fuel was by 6 % higher as 
previous year 586 thousand m3, continually at very low level. Proportions of softwood and 
hardwood are shown in Tables. While the coniferous roundwood removals are nearly the 
same as previous year, drop in wood removals is in non-coniferous roundwood 8 %. 
Important is down in roundwood prices year on year 22 %, coniferous 23 % and non-
coniferous 20 %. 

 
Average roundwood prices in Slovakia 
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 Source: Green report 2010 
 

Industrial roundwood imports fall down by 48 % to 506 thousand m3. Industrial round 
wood export rose by 17 % to 2 686 thousand m3. Average export prices of the year 2009 fall 
down by 2 % in coniferous and in non-coniferous by 25 % on the year 2008. Roundwood 
consumption dropped down by 12 %. 

Removals of roundwood including pulpwood in 2010 are expected to be the same in 
comparison with 2009. Imports and export should a little bit growth. 

The forecast of removals, imports and exports of roundwood including pulpwood in 2011 
do indicate small growth   in imports and removals and small fall down in exports in 
comparison with 2010.  
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B. Wood energy  
 

Wood energy covers 1.9 % of Slovakia energy needs. Wood residues are mostly used for 
heating and covering own needs in pulp and paper industry and in wood processing industry. 
At present there are two facilities for combined producing of heating and electric energy. 
Inhabitants have higher demand on fuel wood for their houses after basic fuel and energy 
price increasing and lower income due to world economy crisis. Interest for wood fuel heating 
in community flats using big boiler rooms it grows slowly. At present Slovakia exploits 
nearly 25 % of wood suitable for energy and there is slowly increasing with this fuel.  
Renewable energy sources legislation is step by step adjusts to EU standards. Energy state 
policy declares support on alternative energy source use. There is still missing an indirect 
financial stimulation like subsidies, tax advantages and better purchasing wood energy prices. 
 

C. Certified forest products 
 

Since 2002 the Association of the certification of Slovak forests has become member of 
PEFC. Certification is done for 1 266 259 ha that means 64 % of forestland and around 
4 mil. m3 of roundwood. Council PEFC has approved Slovak forests certification system in 
august 2005 for 5 years.  

In the frame of FSC certification system a forests certification project has begun since 
2003. There is 174 086 ha forests certified by FSC system 122 000 ha in state forests and 
5 200 ha in church forests and community forests. 18 wood processing companies joint 
certified chain.  

 
D. Value-added wood products 

 
In 2009, trade in secondary processed wood in the assortment monitored by the ECE 

Timber Committee – i.e. in ‘Further processed sawnwood, fall down by 45 % at imports and 
rose 29 % by export. “Wooden wrapping and packing equipment’ ‘Builder’s joinery and 
carpentry of wood’ dropped year-on-year by 37 % in imports and rose by 70 % in exports. 
‘Wooden furniture’ dropped by 34% in import and by 19 % in export. 

 
E. Sawn softwood 

 
Production of coniferous dropped by 29 % year-on-year to 1 605 thousand m3 in 2009. In 

the coniferous sawnwood market imports dropped by 2.4 times at a very low base to 
55 thousand m3 and exports dropped by 11 % to 392 thousand m3. Domestic consumption 
dropped by 48 % to 1 306 thousand m3. 

Coniferous sawnwood was imported from European countries: the highest volumes from 
the Russian Federation, and the Ukraine. Exports were mainly directed to EU.  

In 2010 coniferous sawn wood production, imports and imports are expected to increase, in 
comparison with previous year.  

In comparison with 2010 the year 2011 is anticipated to see slight increase in production 
and domestic consumption and the same level in imports and exports 
 

F.  Sawn hardwood  
 

Production of non-coniferous sawnwood in 2009 dropped on 2008 by 20 % to 
649 thousand m3, exports four times to 50 thousand m3. Imports rose by 66 % to 
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20 thousand m3 export by 2 % to 51 thousand m3 and domestic consumption dropped by 20 % 
to 618 thousand m3. The trade was mostly implemented with European countries 

It is anticipated that the production and domestic consumption and imports in non-
coniferous sawnwood in 2010 will slight rise in comparison with 2009 while exports and 
imports will be at the same level.  In the year 2011 the production, domestic consumption and 
exports will slight rise while imports should be at the very similar level in comparison with 
2010. 

 
G. Wood-based panels  

 
Veneer sheets 

In comparison with 2008, production of veneer sheets in 2009 is the same 3 thousand m3.  
Imports fall down by 27 % to 15 thousand m3 and exports by 50 % to 4 thousand m3 and 
domestic consumption is the same 14 thousand m3. In year 2010 and 2011the production will 
be at the same level, domestic consumption and imports will slightly rise and exports will 
slightly drop down. 

 
Plywood 

In 2009, plywood production rose by 7 % to 15 thousand m3, imports dropped by 21 % to 
47 thousand m3, exports 2.14 times to 14 thousand m3and domestic consumption rose by 
20 % to 49 thousands m3, all year-on-year. 

Expected for the 2010 and 2011 are slight higher plywood domestic consumption, 
production and exports, while exports are expected the same year-on-year.  

 
Particleboard 

Production of particleboard fall down in 2009 by 11 % to 705 thousand m3, exports by 
46 % to 324 thousand m3, imports by 41 % to 231 thousands m3, as well as domestic 
consumption by 4 % to 611 thousand m3. In the year 2010 and 2011 is expected to see fall 
down by 8 % in exports and rise by 8 % in imports. Production in 2010 will be nearly the 
same as in 2009 and in 2011 will rise by 7 % to 750 thousands m3. Domestic consumption 
rise to 650 thousand m3 in 2010 and it reach 700 thousands m3 in 2011.   

 
Fibreboard 

In 2009 fibreboard production was 140 thousand m3, 10 thousand m3 less than in 2008. 
Imports decrease to half of 2008 to 141 thousand m3 in 2009 and exports dropped by 4 % to 
134 thousand m3. 

In comparison with 2009, the year 2010 and 2011 should slowly fall down fibreboard 
production and exports while imports and domestic consumption will growth by 42 % or 
72 % respectively.  
 

H. Pulp and paper 
 

In 2009, production of wood pulp is nearly the same as previous year 689 thousand tones. 
Production of paper recovered for pulp manufacture dropped down by 23 % to 168 thousand 
tones.  

In production of paper and paperboard the production 920 thousand tones in 2009 is the 
same as in 2008. Imports dropped down by 16 % to 383 thousand tones, domestic 
consumption by 46 % to 524 thousand tones and exports rose by 30 % to 780 thousand tones.  

The production is forecast to get their rising trends in 2010 to 930 thousand tones and the 
same level in 2011. 
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5. Tables  
 
Forest products production and trade in 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 
Summary of statistics and estimates (1000 m3, m.t.) 

Product Year Production Imports Exports Apparent 
consumption 

2008 4 213 9 1 010 3 212 
2009 3 813 46 1120 2 739 
2010 3 900 30 1200 2 730 

Sawlogs and 
veneer logs, 
coniferous 

2011 4 000 30 1000 3 030 
2008 1 197 23 100 1 120 
2009 932 28 98 862 
2010 950 30 100 880 

Sawlogs and  
veneer logs, 
non-coniferous 

2011 1 000 30 100 930 
2008 2 063 132 392 1 803 
2009 1 605 55 354 1 306 
2010 1 850 100 500 1 450 

Sawnwood, 
coniferous 

2011 2 000 100 500 1 600 
2008 779 12 50 741 
2009 649 50 51 648 
2010 660 20 50 630 

Sawnwood, 
non-coniferous 

2011 690 20 70 640 
2008 3 19 8 14 
2009 3 15 4 14 
2010 3 17 3 17 

Veneer sheets  

2011 3 20 3 20 
2008 14 57 30 41 
2009 15 47 14 48 
2010 20 50 20 50 

Plywood  

2011 20 60 20 60 
2008 785 326 474 637 
2009 705 231 324 612 
2010 700 250 300 650 

Particle board  

2011 750 250 300 700 
2008 150 279 140 289 
2009 140 141 134 147 
2010 130 200 60 270 

Fiberboard  

2011 130 250 60 320 
2007 693 157 130 720 
2008 689 156 137 708 
2009 690 160 140 710 

Wood pulp 

2010 700 160 140 720 
2008 921 444 598 767 
2009 921 372 780 513 
2010 930 400 800 530 

Paper & 
paperboard 

2011 950 450 750 650 
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Economic indicators 
Industrial roundwood 

 Year 
Total 

Sawlogs 
Veneer logs Pulpwood Other 

Wood fuel Total 

2008 8 714 5 410 3 249 56 554 9 269 

2009 8 501 4 745 3 721 35 586 9 087 

2010 8 500 4 810 3 650 40 600 9 100 
 Total  

2011 8 690 5 000 3 650 40 620 9 310 

2008 5 904 4 213 1 636 55 321 6 225 

2009 5 924 3 813 2 082 29 352 6 276 

2010 5 890 3 860 2 000 30 360 6 250 
of which: 
coniferous  

2011 6 030 4 000 2 000 30 370 6 400 

2008 2 810 1 197 1 613 1 233 3 044 

2009 2 577 932 1 639 6 234 2 811 

2010 2610 950 1 650 10 240 2850 
of which: 
non-coniferous 

 2011 2 660 1 000 1 650 10 250 2910 

 
 
Selected economic indicators 

Percentage change compared to 
previous year 

Year Actual 
Indicator 

2007 2008 2009 2010 
Gross domestic product 
(constant prices)  10,4 6,4 -4,7 4,7 
Industrial production  
(constant prices) 
of which: 
           - wood working, pulp, paper and printing industry 

15,5 
 
 

0,2 

2,8 
 
 

-2,9 

-15,6 
 
 

-11,1 

21,1 
 
 

2,1 

Construction 5,7 11,2 -11,1 -2,1 

Unemployment 11 9,6 12,1 14,4 
External trade 
(FOB/FOB, current prices) 
of which: 
             - Imports 
             - Exports  

10,6 
15,8 

4,6 
4,6 

-23,4 
-19,8 

19,8 
25,9 

 


