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HIGHLIGHTS 2009-2010. 
 

B E L G I  U M 
 

NATIONAL ECONOMY 
 
Despite the low interest rate situation there is a strong evidence of a 
slowdown in household spending in general. This is part of the tendency to 
save reflected in a lack of confidence as a result of the labour market 
destabilization the more that any improvement is unlikely for the next 
future. 
 
Although business confidence in general is improving, business investments 
initiatives remain rather weak. And this is the same conclusion for foreign 
demand the more that European austerity measures could be implemented 
taking into account the Eurozone crackdown on public finances. 
 
MARKET DRIVERS 
 
According to the latest surveys conducted amongst architects and building 
contractors the 2008-2009 activity decline is expected to be stabilized for 
2010 at the level of 42.000 housing completions.  
 
More positive news is coming from the timber frame housing starts which 
continue to increase with further growth predicted for 2010. Timber frame 
housing had just an 6% share of new housing starts at the end of the 
nineteens and this has risen each year since, accounting for over 12% in 
2010.  
More over the activities of the cross timber panel system, - as a wood 
consumer -, is also increasing. 
 
As previously mentioned repair, maintenance and improvement (RMI) 
activity remained in this extremely difficult economy the least affected 
amongst the consumption drivers and this partially as a result of the 
reduced VAT rate. 
 
The activity in the sector manufacturing of pallets and of other forms of 
containers remain under pressure as a result of a weaker demand for 
packaging materials especially at export level. 
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As it was the case for 2009, for 2010  manufacturing of building components 
remains in line with the housing sector in general.  
 
During the 2006 Conference in Quebec our report mentioned that the last 
past years the Belgian delegation was still obliged during the conferences to 
conclude that the main concern of the softwood sector was the absence of 
profitability. In Quebec the component “profitability” was - after years of 
darkness -,  the winner. 
Now the euphoric period e.i. 2006/2007 belonging to the past we have come 
full circle. 
 
As far as ecology is concerned,  in  Belgium a more rigid policy on legally 
and sustainable sourced timber for public procurement binding also the 
private sector will be signed between the Ministry of Environment and 
NGO’s concerned included the Belgian Timber Importers Federation. The 
implementation of this RPP will be achieved by the next government. 
 
As much as is necessary certification in Belgium is provided by the Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC), the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest 
Certification Schemes (PEFC) and, - also approved by PEFC -, the 
Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI), the Canadian Standards Association 
(CSA) and the Malaysian Timber Certification Scheme (MTCS). 
 
NEXT FUTURE 
 
It is a fact that  the devastating effects of the financial and economic crisis, - 
especially on the European wood and wood products markets -, are longer 
as expected in eradicating out : there’s many a slip, - twixt -, the cup and 
the lip. 
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