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Over 70% of the Earth's surface is covered by Oceans – connecting all regions. Oceans are
home to 80% of the world's biodiversity. About half of the Earth's population lives in coastal
regions. The Oceans produce over 50% of the oxygen in the atmosphere.
Still, the world’s oceans, and the communities that depend on them, are under immense and
unprecedented human pressures. Sea level rise and natural disasters not only affect
livelihoods but threaten human security. Destructive, illegal and unsustainable fishing
practices deplete fish populations and degrade their habitats and spawning grounds. The
integrity and resilience of key ecosystems such as coral reefs and other ocean life are
threatened by rising temperatures, depletion and pollution of terrestrial water flows, overfishing, and ocean acidification. Mining activities, pollution and plastic debris threaten marine
ecosystems and species, destroy life and jeopardize the achievement of the Sustainable
Development Goals in the long term.
This side event will present the key role Oceans play for human well-being and discuss
some of the most critical threats to our Oceans, including the emerging threat of
microplastics. It will be an opportunity to look at some of the important work the global
community is doing to tackle these issues and provide a platform for discussion of the
necessary national, regional and international policy framework.
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