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2016 to: 
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The electronic version of the questionnaire is available at: www. unece. 
org/fileadmin/DAM/sustainable- de velopment/Regional_ SDG_survey_ final, docx 

♦The completed questionnaires will be posted on the websites of UNECE and the 
Regional UN Development Group for Europe and Central Asia 
(ECA R-UNDG). 
Please indicate under “Remarks” above if you prefer your reply not to be 

posted. 

For questions or assistance, please contact: 

Mr. Michael KUNZ, UNECE secretariat, Geneva (michael.kunz@unece.org; +41-22 917 
24 45) 

Ms. Liudmila BAR CAR I, R-UNDG secretariat, New York (liudmila.barcari@undp.org; +1-
212 906 5440) 

Note: At the current stage and shortly after the adoption of the SDGs, there may be no 
consolidated government position yet on many issues raised in the questionnaire. You 
are therefore kindly encouraged to share any preliminary thinking or tentative 
considerations you may have that will help provide an informal insight into the state of 
planning and debate in your Government. 

Overall planning 

Planning is a key step to embark on the path of SDG implementation. This includes the 
formulation of national (sustainable) development strategies and the integration of the 
SDGs in policy measures. 

Question 1: 
 
What are the overall plans of your Government to translate the SDGs and targets 
into action and measures at the national and subnational level and integrate 
them in national strategies and other policy interventions? In addition, will new 
planning tools or processes be developed in support of the SDGs or will existing 
structures be used? 
 
The Government of RA is planning to translate  the “Transforming our world: Agenda 
2030’ document for wide dissemination in the society. 
Two major strategic documents are basic instruments for implementation Agenda 2030:  
1. Armenia Prospective Development Strategy- APDS , 2014 – 2025, adopted on May 

19, 2014 and known as Sustainable Development Program. The document outlines 
four main priorities: 
- Growth of employment 
- Human Resources development 
- Improvement of social protection system 
- Institutional modernization of management system 
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2. Armenia  - United Nations Development Assistance Framework – UNDAF 2016-
2020, which highlights following priorities 
- Equitable, sustainable economic development and poverty reduction 
- Democratic governance 
- Social services and inclusion 
- Environment sustainability and resilience building 
- Migration, asylum and border management systems 

Obviously, the priorities in these two documents are synergetic. 
The implementation of the two strategic documents is the Government`s responsibility. 
The evaluation and monitoring of the implementation is the responsibility of the National 
Council for Sustainable Development, established in 2000 and headed by the Prime 
Minister and with participation of civil society, private sector and academia.  
There are a number of strategic documents elaborated by the line ministries, targeted 
at the implementation of the mentioned priorities, i.e. SDGs, in relevant fields: justice, 
education, agriculture, economy, environment, energy, health, territorial administration. 
 
Question 2: 

What is your Government’s approach to identify SDGs and targets that have 
priority for your particular country context? 
 
Prioritization 

One distinctive feature of the SDGs is their universality, i.e. the entire SDG agenda 
should be implemented by all countries of the world. Nevertheless, particular topics and 
targets will be of higher priority than others given a country’s specific circumstances. 

Even though the prioritization and adaptation of SDGs is in process in Armenia, 
however, evidently, it will be done in the framework of the above mentioned two major 
strategic documents /see Question 1 response/. Specific targets identification is the 
responsibility of the agencies concerned according to their development strategies. 

Adaptation 

When devising national and local policies, experience suggests that global goals 
and targets may be adapted to national circumstances and  objectives, targets and 
indicators that are developed and chosen in addition or complementary to the global 
agenda. 
 
Question 3: 
 
How does your Government foresee to transform global SDGs and targets into 
local objectives, targets and indicators (“localization” or “nationalization”)? 
 
See the answer of the question 2. 
 
Question 4: 
Does your Government envisage any changes in the budgeting processes and 
governance structures due to the SDGs, and which institution in your 
Government will oversee SDG implementation in your country? 
 



 

The SDGs are widely seen as an integrated agenda that encourages holistic policy-
making and cross-sectoral cooperation. As such, they may have an impact on 
institutional and governance structures as well as on processes for resource allocation.  

Based on the elaboration of the RA state   budgets the 17 sustainable development 
goals mentioned in the questionnaire are considered as programs targets of the RA 
Government and, thus, for this purpose no changes are planned in the budget process. 
At the same time we would like to note that currently, necessary preconditions are 
being created for passing to the full program budgeting beginning from 2018. In this 
context the protocol decision N38-12 of the RA Government, dated August 13, 2015 
“On approving the strategy for the full introduction of the program budgeting system in 
the Republic of Armenia” was adopted. 
 
Question 5: 

 
How does your Government envisage strengthening existing and building new 
partnerships with other stakeholders for the purpose of SDG implementation? 
 
Strengthening of existing and building of new partnerships was and is priority for 
Armenia since the very beginning of its contemporary history. The APDS envisages to 
closely cooperate with international development and humanitarian partners- UNDP, 
UNICEF, WHO, WFP, UNAID, ILO, FAO and others as providers of technical 
assistance, expertise and/or co-financing.  Civil society organizations will contribute 
through sharing their vision and expertise, facilitation of public participation, advocacy, 
information and awareness raising.  Private sector will contribute through assistance 
and co-financing, private-public mechanism or specific partnership agreements.  
 
 
 
Question 6  
 
What are the expectations and needs of your Government regarding the role of 
the UN system in the region1 in assisting with SDG planning and 
implementation? Please highlight possible areas of improvement as well as any 
suggestions you may have. 
 
On July 31, 2015 The Government of Armenia (RA) and the United Nations (UN) 
agreed on a new strategic program – UNDAF 2016-2020, that will guide the 
cooperation between RA and UN for that period of time.  The UN is expected to provide 
policy advice and initiate development of institutional capacities for implementation and 
monitoring of existing national strategies and plans according to the highlighted 
priorities and envisaged outcomes. United Nations and its specialized agencies, as well 
as their regional and national offices are considered as the most crucial international 
partners for RA in implementation of SDG`s in the country. 
 
Question 7. How does your Government envisage to address the need for data, 
to strengthen statistical capacities and to monitor SDG progress? 
 
Data and Monitoring 

                     

 

 



 

While the development of statistical indicators for the SDGs is ongoing, there are many 
calls for a “data revolution” to ensure that high-quality data will be available to monitor 
progress under the SDGs. This may involve more and better data, disaggregated data, 
new data sources, and building and strengthening statistical capacities on the ground. 
Based on a solid data foundation, it will be crucial to identify the reasons for SDG 
progress and shortcomings as well as to derive appropriate policy interventions and 
corrections.  Collection of reliable statistics and data is crucial for any country. Armenia 
has very well developed National Statistical Service, which proved its professional 
expertise in concluding MDGs for Armenia.  It is known, that along with discussions on 
SDG`s – New Agenda 2030, a number of indicators has been suggested with the aim 
to provide compatibility of progress in reaching SDGs among countries. However, the 
issue of compatibility remains open and needs to be further elaborated.  During the Rio 
+ 20 Summit, Armenia has presented /at a side event/ its definition of Sustainable 
Development Index – SDI, which may become one of the possible indicators reflecting 
the SDG`s progress in countries and their ranking.  Armenia`s NSS is ready to actively 
participate in the future development of data collection, statistics elaboration and 
comparable analysis at national regional and international levels.  Therefore, member 
states must have receive methodological and technical support
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Question 8: 

How does your Government envisage to identify the drivers of satisfactory or 
unsatisfactory SDG progress and to draw the related policy conclusions? 
 
 
Reporting 
National reports are recognized as important cornerstones in the future SDG follow-up 
process. Typically, they will be government-led and involve a range of other 
stakeholders. The format and content of national reports is expected to depend on data 
availability and other constraints. Sharing national reports for discussion and mutual 
learning could be beneficial for all stakeholders,  at the subregional and regional levels 
as well.  
National reports on different conventions and other international treaties and 
instruments, can become good basis for general reporting on SDG`s progress.  
 

 

Question 9: 

 

What is the current (even preliminary) thinking of your Government regarding 
possible modalities for reporting on SDG progress at the national level in your 
country, what are the constraints, and what should be the channels used to 
share these national reports internationally? 
 
According to RA Prime Minister`s Decree No 167-A of 09.03.2015 the RA National 
Council for Sustainable Development is expected to review and evaluate policies, 
programs and activities within the context of country`s sustainable development, as 
well as to facilitate implementation through introducing new information system, 
establishing  links with local and international organizations and creating relevant 
sectorial information systems at the national level. Under auspices of the NSCD, 
development of regular country reports on SDG progress could be considered, 
including the resources needed for sharing theses national reports internationally. UN 
partners could be called-up to support reporting.  
 

Question 10: 
What are the expectations and needs of your Government regarding the role and 
services of the UN system in the region2 in SDG follow-up and review? 
 
 
Regional platform 

UN is expected to increase efforts positioning itself as unified partner with collective 
impact; increase investment in internal coherence and efficiency; track UNDAF 
performance more effectively through the established M&E mechanism: and scale up 
joint programming with coherent planning as well as joint resource mobilization efforts.  
The 2030 Agenda highlights the opportunities of follow-up and review at the regional 
level for peer learning, including through voluntary reviews, sharing of best practices 
and discussion on shared targets. Regional reviews should draw on national-level 
reviews and build on existing review mechanisms. Member States are encouraged to 
identify the most suitable regional forum in which to engage, supported by the Regional 
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Commissions. 2 Earlier, the General Assembly had invited the Regional Commissions 
to hold annual meetings in preparation of the High-level Political Forum (HLPF) 3 

Question 11: 
 

How could a regional platform for follow-up and review be designed that 
integrates national experiences and existing review mechanisms and channels 
the findings to the global level in a coherent manner? 
 
An inception meeting/forum could be convened at the level of European Region with 
participation of regional offices of UN agencies (including specialized) and other 
partners and stakeholders to consider establishing a regional platform for follow-up and 
review, including use of their technical and other resources and SDG-relevant 
databases, development of periodical reports for channeling information to the global 
level in a coherent manner.  
 

                     

2 See outcome document of UN Sustainable Development Summit “Transforming our world, the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development”, paras 80 and 81. 

3 A/RES/67/290, para 13. 


