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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. In the course of the negotiations for Bulgaria’s accession to the EU our country has 
agreed to apply entirely the attainments of the EU legislation in the field of statistics. To this end, 
the National Statistical Institute is carrying out large-scale activities, whose goal and final result 
should be the perfect harmonisation of the national legislation in force in the field of statistics, 
the implemented methodologies and the statistical tools in use with the EU requirements. 

2. The fulfilment of this goal is impossible without harmonisation and unification of the 
national statistical terminology with the one applied within the framework of the European 
Statistical System (ESS). 

3. As one of the means of achieving this purpose, an “Electronic Glossary of Statistical 
Terms” has been developed at the NSI. The Glossary is an application based on the local area 
network of the NSI and is accessible at the following address: http://isis1/gst. 

4. The Glossary is an independent information system and at the same time it is planned in 
the near future to become an integral part of the Metadata component of the Integrated Statistical 
Information System, which is being currently developed at the NSI. 
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II. MAIN PURPOSES AND GOALS OF THE ELECTRONIC GLOSSARY OF  

STATISTICAL TERMS 

5. The main purposes and goals of the Electronic Glossary of Statistical Terms  (e-GST) are: 

• Maintenance and storage of a wide set of variables, concepts and terminological 
definitions, most often used in the practice within the framework of the ESS and the 
Bulgarian Statistical System. 

• Provision of an easily accessible source of statistical concepts and their definitions, 
harmonised with the international requirements, for all users and producers of statistical 
information, thus facilitating the users and providing intelligibility, clarity and 
transparency of the produced statistical data. 

• Standardisation and harmonisation of the concepts and definitions, elimination of some 
discrepancies related to the definitions in use and encouragement of the application of the 
existent standards. 

III. SOURCES, COVERAGE AND CONTENTS OF THE GLOSSARY 

6. The terms and definitions presented in the Electronic Glossary of Statistical Terms (e-
GST) are those that are most often used in the national statistical practice and harmonised with 
the requirements of the international organisations. The Glossary is developed in accordance 
with the Eurostat Concepts and Definitions Database (CODED), which is used within the 
framework of the European Statistical System, as well as with other electronic terminological 
systems, based on the Internet and developed within the framework of various international 
initiatives such as the MCV (Metadata Common Vocabulary), Eurovoc, the OECD Glossary of 
Statistical Terms, etc. 

7. Pursuing its purposes, the Glossary strives to cover as many concepts and definitions as 
possible, which can be found in the databases, publications, data tables and other sources, and 
originate from: 

• The EU legal acts; 

• Other EU legal acts referring to statistics; 

• The international statistical standards of the UN, OECD, IMF and other international 
organisations; 

• Guides and recommendations of Eurostat used in surveys conduction and data collection, 
“gentlemen’s agreements”; 

• The national legislation in force that regulates the production and dissemination of 
statistical information, as well as the current practice in this area; 

• Provisional concepts and definitions used in surveys and in the process of data collection, 
which are currently under development, discussion and specification. 

8. The Electronic Glossary of Statistical Terms (e-GST) is bilingual (in Bulgarian and in 
English language) and contains concepts and definitions of the most important part of the 
terminology used within the framework of the European Statistical System (ESS) and the 
Bulgarian Statistical System. 
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9. The Glossary covers terms and their definitions from the following main statistical 
domains: 

• Economy and Finance 
• Population and Social Conditions 
• Industry, Trade and Services 
• Agriculture and Fisheries 
• External Trade 
• Transport 
• Environment and Energy 
• Science and Technology 

10. Sections for the most frequently used Abbreviations and Acronyms and Statistical 
Metadata Terminology are also included. There is an opportunity of including other domains on 
the grounds of a proposal made by the parties concerned. At this stage of the project 
implementation, only part of the terms and their definitions, which were planned to be published, 
have been loaded in the application in Bulgarian and in English language and the work in this 
direction will continue in the future. 

11. Sometimes there are several or large numbers of definitions of one and the same term. In 
most cases, this is due to the development of the definitions in different context such as in the 
System of National Accounts (1993 SNA), the EU Labour Force Survey or by various 
organisations (the UN, OECD) to meet their particular requirements. The definitions of the 
European Commission and Eurostat are developed in European context. They may differ in a 
various degree from those that have been developed, for example, by the UN, and they are often 
more detailed, concrete and closely connected with diverse Regulations of the European 
Commission. In cases when there is more than one definition of a certain term, the acronym 
identifying the source of each definition is indicated in brackets, for example: SNA, UN, ESS, 
etc. 

IV. TECHNICAL IMPLEMENTATION 

12. We have used a demo version of the Power Designer to develop the conceptual model of 
the Glossary (Figure 1), whereupon we tried to create the model with the freeware ArgoUML, 
but it is unsuitable for relational databases. The physical implementation of the database is on the 
MySQL, the application is web-based and developed by PHP. The application runs on the 
Apache Web Server. 
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Figure 1: Conceptual model of the Glossary 
 



 ECE/CES/SEM.54/28 
 page 5 
 
The application consists of three modules: 

• Term search and presentation module (Figures 2 & 3) – searching by word, text and 
filtering by domain and term source; 

 

 
Figure 2: Term search module 
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Figure 3: Term presentation module 

• Term editing module (Figure 4) – loading, editing and deletion; 
 

 
Figure 4: Term editing module 

 
• Administration module – it gives user rights. 

V. MAIN ELEMENTS OF THE ELECTRONIC GLOSSARY OF STATISTICAL 
TERMS 

13. The main elements of the present version of the Glossary are: 

• Term name – in most cases, it can be found in both languages (English and Bulgarian); 

• Term definition; 

• Institution (organisation) – source of information; 

• Classification of each concept and definition in a broad statistical domain; 

• Internal links between concepts and definitions that are existent and included in the 
Glossary (linked terms); 

• In most cases, the legal acts and methodological materials related to the particular term 
are also indicated. 
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14. The indication of the documents and organisation that is a source of the term and its 
definition is carried out in order to facilitate users and afford them an opportunity of making 
additional inquiries and obtaining more detailed information if they want to. However, it should 
be noticed that the indicated document is not always the original or the only possible source of 
the definition. 

VI. ADMINISTRATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE ELECTRONIC 
GLOSSARY OF STATISTICAL TERMS 

15. The administration and maintenance of the Glossary is carried out in accordance with an 
internal Regulation, adopted by the President of the NSI, which determines the order and 
procedure for work with and maintenance of the Electronic Glossary of Statistical Terms on the 
local area network of the NSI, as well as the interaction between the directorates and divisions at 
the NSI and the employees responsible for its maintenance. 

16. The Integrated Statistical Information System Division (ISIS) at Statistical Information 
System and Infrastructure Directorate is in charge of the normal functioning and ongoing 
maintenance of the Electronic Glossary of Statistical Terms on the local area network of the NSI. 

VII. USERS OF THE ELECTRONIC GLOSSARY OF STATISTICAL TERMS 

17. The Electronic Glossary of Statistical Terms has the following users: administrator, 
registered user and non-registered user. 

• The administrator observes and is responsible for the proper functioning and 
current state of the electronic application on the Intranet. S/he gives user names 
and access passwords to the registered users. 

• The registered user updates the contents of their appointed domain in the 
database according to the Regulation requirements. The registered user receives a 
unique user name and password from the Glossary administrator. After receiving 
a user name and password for access to the database from the Glossary 
administrator, the registered user can enter new terms, edit or delete already 
existing terms in their appointed domain. 

• The non-registered user has free access to the Electronic Glossary of Statistical 
Terms to make inquiries and obtain information. A non-registered user can be 
every employee at the NSI who has access to the Intranet network. 

VIII. CONCLUSION 

18. The Electronic Glossary of Statistical Terms (e-GST) is planned to develop continuously. 
The main directions for improvement are related to the extension of the definition coverage and 
facilitation of the users’ access. 
 

-----  


