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ESCAP is implementing a UN Development Account project on disability measurement 
(www.unescap.org/stat/disability). Kazakhstan is one of the six pilot countries participating in this 
project, supported in organizational issues also by the UNECE. The pilot countries conducted a 
cognitive field test of the Washington Group Extended Question Set for surveys in March 2009. 
Other Central Asian countries will be considered in the development of the action aimed at 
improving vital statistics in the region plan and be involved in the implementation of the project 
contemplated to begin towards 2010-2011. 
 
ESCAP is currently conducting a comprehensive region-wide assessment of the capacity of national 
statistical systems to produce basic economic statistics and needs for support in this regard. On the 
basis of this assessment, ESCAP will formulate a minimum core set of economic statistics that each 
country in the region would be in a position to produce, taking into account the varying needs of 
countries and work on the development of economic statistics undertaken by specialized bodies and 
related organizations in the region. Subsequently, on the basis of the assessment and minimum core 
set of statistics, ESCAP will formulate a regional action plan for the improvement of economic 
statistics in the region. Concerning the sub-region of Central Asia, UNECE has expressed its 
readiness to participate in the planning and implementation activities.  The plan will define clear 
deliverables and timelines for and costs of implementation, as well as delineate a fund-raising 
strategy, as well as provide the specifications of regional requirements for manuals, implementation 
guidelines and standardized training materials and learning modes for the global implementation 
strategy of the 2008 SNA to be designed by the Intersecretariat Working Group on National 
Accounts. 
 
The Statistical Institute of Asia and the Pacific (SIAP) will continue providing statistical training to 
statisticians from the SPECA member countries. Participants from SPECA countries took part in 
the 2-month Area Focused Training Course (with translation in Russian) in Collection and Analysis 
of Official Economic Statistics for Central Asian Countries in Chiba, Japan, from 21 July to 18 
September 2009. 
 
In the field of Gender Statistics UNECE continues with enforced resources the project, commenced 
in 2007. A Manual on production, engendering and disseminating Gender Statistics has been 
produced in 2008-2009 and numerous multimedia presentations on the related topics have been 
produced and translated into Russian.  The emphasis will be on disseminating the voluminous 
results of the project in 2010 as well as deepening the analysis and putting more emphasis on 
producing statistical materials on monitoring violence against women. This is additionally 
supported by a global UN Development Account project on the latter topic. 
 
A new field of training activities will take place starting from the end of 2009 up to 2010, possibly 
including 2011 in the field of Short-term economic statistics and seasonal adjustment on production 
and price statistics by UNECE for Central Asian and a selected number of other CIS countries.  

http://www.unescap.org/stat/disability
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This ESCIS project is based on funding, made available by a grant to UNECE from the TFSCB of 
the World Bank in the latter part of 2009. 
 
A global project on developing Migration Statistics and other issues related to follow-up on 
migration processes, financed by the UN Development Account, has commenced in 2009 and will 
continue until the end of 2011.  It is implemented by all the five UN Regional Commissions.  In the 
part of the project UNECE is implementing a special focus of the project is given to statistics. 
 
A stronger focus on improving monitoring progress on Millennium Development Goals will be 
promoted in the SPECA member countries through an ESCAP-lead project in which the 
responsibility for the statistical component of the project, focusing on disaggregation of the MDG 
Indicators will be implemented by the UNECE in 2009-2010. Another project, financed by the UN 
Development Account, will on the global level focus on reconciliation of the MDG Indicators 
produced by national statistical agencies and specialized UN and other international organizations 
in the years 2010-2011. 
 
Also proactive dissemination of statistical information and developing environmental monitoring 
into more sustainable forms of follow-up by producing official environmental statistics on a more 
sustainable basis in the SPECA and other CIS countries as well as SEE countries are high on the 
future agenda of UNECE.  Parts of these efforts are still subject to decisions of financing from the 
UN bodies or national donors. 
 
 

 
STATISTICAL CAPACITY-BUILDING 

 
 Name of Project/Activity Timeframe  Budget 

Ongoing and planned projects/activities with funding secured or expected. These activities 
would be implemented in mutually reinforcing way. Additional support from interested partners 

would expand the scope and the number of beneficiaries of these projects/activities  
SPECA countries will participate in the Vital 
Statistics and Vital Registration Project which 
is expected to commence in early 2010.  

2010-2011  

A number of SPECA countries will be invited 
to a regional workshop on measurement of 
informal sector and informal employment and 
implementation of best practices and 
methodologies for measuring informal 
sector’s contribution to the GDP. 

2010-2011 UNDA project “Interregional 
Cooperation on the 
Measurement of Informal 
Sector and Informal 
Employment” with a budget 
of US$ 800,000. 

Improving Gender Statistics in SEE and CIS 
Countries by UNECE. 

2007-2011 Cooperation project of the 
UNECE and the World Bank 
Institute with a budget of 
US$ 250,000 for the year 
2010. 

Support for SPECA member countries and 
other CIS and SEE countries for the 
development of methods to monitor violence 
against women by a global project, 
implemented by UNECE, ESCAP and other 
UN Regional Commissions. 

2009-2010 UNDA project “Enhancing 
Key Statistics and Indicators 
to Monitor Progress toward 
the MDGs and Other 
Internationally Agreed 
Development Goals” with a 
budget of US$ 736,000 
(UNECLAC-lead agency). 
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UNECE’s share is US$ 
145,000 and ESCAP’s share 
is US$ 48,000. 

UNECE Capacity Building Program on New 
Challenges in Economic Statistics in Central 
Asian and East European Countries (ESCIS) 
Focus on Short-term economic statistics and 
seasonal adjustment of production and price 
statistics. 

2009 – 2011 The total budget US$ 
355,000. World Bank 
TFSCB grant to UNECE 

Support by the UNECE for SPECA member 
countries for the development of 
disaggregated production, improved 
coordination and proactive dissemination of 
MDG-related indicators and statistical 
information. 

2009 - 2010 UNDA project “Supporting 
Millennium Development 
Goals (MDG)-based 
development strategies 
through integrated regional 
action” with a budget of US$ 
593,000 (ESCAP –lead 
agency).  

Support for SPECA member countries and 
other CIS and SEE countries for the 
development of Migration Statistics by 
UNECE, ESCAP and other UN Regional 
Commissions. 

2009 - 2011 UNDA project “Enhancing 
Key Statistics and Indicators 
to Monitor Progress toward 
the MDGs and Other 
Internationally Agreed 
Development Goals” with a 
budget of US$ 1,193,000 
(UNECLAC-lead agency). 
UNECE’s share is US$ 
148,000 and ESCAP’s share 
is US$ 148,000. Subject to 
confirmation of the UN 
General Assembly in autumn 
2009.  

Improvement of Disability Measurement and 
Statistics in Support of the Biwako 
Millennium Framework and Regional Census 
Programme. Kazakhstan is one of the pilot 
countries that will undertake the pilot test of 
the revised Washington Group Extended 
Question Set for surveys in September 2009, 
results of which will be presented at a 
regional workshop towards mid 2010. 

2007-2010 UNDA project with a budget 
of US$ 628,000 (ESCAP-
lead agency). This project 
started in 2007. The 
implementation in 
Kazakhstan and partly 
Mongolia is supervised and 
assisted by UNECE in 
cooperation with ESCAP. 

Advisory services in different fields of 
statistics. 

Upon request ESCAP and UNECE 

Fund-raising for the Economic Action Plan, 
implementation subject to identification of 
funds. 

2010-2011 ESCAP 

Possible projects/activities in areas where UNECE/ESCAP have considerable experience and in-
house expertise and which could be implemented if supported by interested donors/partners. 

These projects could be implemented in addition to and in coordination with projects/activities 
listed above 

Support to SPECA member countries, other 
CIS and SEE countries for strengthening 

2010 – 2011 UNDA project 
“Strengthening statistical and 
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national and inter-institutional statistical 
capacities for monitoring Millenium 
Development Goals and reducing MDG 
Indicators’ discrepancies between national 
and international sources by UNECE, ESCAP 
and other UN Regional Commissions. 

inter-institutional capacities 
for monitoring the MDGs 
and reducing indicators 
discrepancies between 
national and international 
sources” with a budget of 
US$1,150,000 (UNECLAC-
lead agency).  UNECE’s 
share is US$ 148,000 and 
ESCAP’s share is US$ 
148,000. Subject to 
confirmation of the UN 
General Assembly in autumn 
2009. 

Support to SPECA member countries, other 
CIS and SEE countries for strengthening 
national and inter-institutional exchange and 
dissemination of statistical information by 
UNECE, ESCAP and other UN Regional 
Commissions. 

2010 - 2011 UNDA project “Enhancing 
Key Statistics and Indicators 
to Monitor Progress toward 
the MDGs and Other 
Internationally Agreed 
Development Goals” with a 
budget of US$ 782,000 
(UNDESA-lead agency). 
Subject to confirmation of 
the UN General Assembly in 
autumn 2009. 

Development of sustainable and regularly 
monitored Environmental Indicators in CIS 
and SEE countries. 

2009-2010 UNECE Statistical Division 
has applied to receive US$ 
40,000 for the organization 
of and financing 
participation from NSIs in 
CIS and SEE countries in a 
second and possibly a third 
Work Session on the theme 
mentioned from a national 
donor.  Additionally to this 
the UNECE Division on 
Environment, Housing and 
Land Management is already 
in the possession of a 
funding for inviting mainly 
specialists from line 
ministries of environment to 
participate in the 
development of the 
monitoring process 
mentioned. 

Supporting the Statistical Capacity Building 
of Turkmenistan in the domains Price 
statistics, Business Registers and National 
Accounts. 

2010-2011 UNECE Statistical Division 
has applied to receive US$ 
75,000 for the organization 
of and financing the planned 
support activities for the 
development of statistical 
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capacity in Turkmenistan 
from a national donor. 

Support for improved analyzing capacities of 
the data collected in the 2010 rounds of 
Population and Housing Censuses in the 
SPECA member countries by UNECE. 

2010-2014 No funding available 
presently - but could be 
sought, if there are clear 
expressions of interest from 
the SPECA member 
countries. 

Support for improved dissemination of 
statistical information materials, including 
setting up a Russian-speaking support group 
for service databases of NSIs with the aim of 
providing aggregated statistical information to 
end users and improving their service 
capacity by UNECE. 

2010-2013 No funding available 
presently - but could be 
sought, if there are clear 
expressions of interest from 
the SPECA member 
countries. 

Support for improved production capacities of 
different specialized satellite accounts, 
adjustments reflecting non-observed economy 
and implementing the UN Recommendation 
of SNA2008 into the systems of national 
accounts in the Statistical Systems of the 
SPECA member countries by UNECE; This 
activity can be easily integrated with the 
Fund-raising for the Economic Action Plan, 
implementation subject to identification of 
funds ESCAP intends to perform in 2010-
2011 (see above). 

2010-2014 No funding available 
presently - but could be 
sought, if there are clear 
expressions of interest from 
the SPECA member 
countries. 
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