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1 Visualisation   –  Part of a strategy  

Our statistics  –  Walk the talk 

Outline 

1 

2 

3 Take aways 
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Disclaimer:  The views expressed in this presentation are those of the author and not necessarily 

those of the European Central Bank (ECB) or the European System of Central Banks (ESCB) 
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Everyone has a mix of learning styles 

Visual -  Pictures, images 

Aural  -   Sound and music 

Verbal -  Words, speech 

and writing 

Kinaesthetic - body, hands 

and sense of 

touch 

Logical -  logic, reasoning 

and systems 

Social - groups or with 

other people  

Solitary - alone and use 

self-study 

The need for visual communication 

Research shows that  

 approximately 65 per cent of the population are visual learners 

 the brain processes visual information 60,000 faster than text 

 90 per cent of information that comes to the brain is visual 
3 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://images.colourbox.com/thumb_COLOURBOX2089355.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.colourbox.com/vector/cartoon-brain-vector-3959966&usg=___rScKVCqCExjMlN_7peyXdaTXms=&h=320&w=320&sz=36&hl=da&start=193&zoom=1&tbnid=boJ_K7pjMhWY3M:&tbnh=118&tbnw=118&ei=g8RJULewH8iH4gSfxYHYBw&prev=/search?q=human+brain+cartoon&start=180&hl=da&sa=N&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1
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Facts and figures 

Methodology 

Comparability 

Clarify 

Simplicity 

Presentational  

Effective  

Visualisation 

Business 

sense 

Information 

Statistics 

Intelligence  

Design 

Understandable 

Engagement  

Re-usability 

Channels 

Transparency 

Business 

context 

Readability 

Digital communication 

Form & 

function 

Accuracy 

Consistency 

Reliability 

Reach out, share, visual narratives 4 

Visualisation - part of communication strategy  



Rubric Our Statistics – Collaborate and visualise the narrative 

5 www.ecb.europa.eu   

https://www.euro-area-statistics.org/
https://www.euro-area-statistics.org/
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Share/embed for re-use in digital media, 3rd party websites, tweets and blogs 
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Effective distribution channels 
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Finanz-links (DE) 

Capital (GR) 

Follow the money (NL) 

elPeriódico Economia (ES)  

Verslo Zinios (LT) 
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Effective distribution channels 

http://www.eleconomista.es/economia/noticias/6483527/02/15/Francia-e-Italia-los-enfermos-que-amenazan-el-crecimiento-economico-de-la-Eurozona.html
http://www.finanz-links.de/boerse/finnland.htm
http://www.finanz-links.de/boerse/finnland.htm
http://www.finanz-links.de/boerse/finnland.htm
http://www.newsbomb.gr/oikonomia/news/story/547125/h-ekt-rixnei-ena-tris-eyro-mexri-ton-septemvrio-toy-2016
http://www.capital.gr/forum/thread/5549506?page=1
http://www.elconfidencial.com/economia/2015-09-02/espana-recupera-el-60-de-la-competitividad-con-alemania-por-los-despidos-y-salarios_996637/
http://www.idealista.com/news/finanzas-personales/hipotecas/2016/03/01/741173-la-deuda-hipotecaria-en-la-eurozona-es-tan-grande-como-cuatro-veces-espana
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonkblog/wp/2014/11/14/greeces-recession-is-over-but-unemployment-is-still-25-9-percent/
http://www.elperiodico.com/es/noticias/economia/credito-consumo-espana-entre-los-mas-caros-4943320
http://www.elperiodico.com/es/noticias/economia/credito-consumo-espana-entre-los-mas-caros-4943320
http://www.capital.gr/forum/thread/5549506?page=1
http://vz.lt/sektoriai/bankai-draudimas/2016/02/26/euro-zonos-banku-duomenys--vienoje-vietoje
http://www.newsbomb.gr/oikonomia/news/story/547125/h-ekt-rixnei-ena-tris-eyro-mexri-ton-septemvrio-toy-2016
http://vz.lt/sektoriai/bankai-draudimas/2016/02/26/euro-zonos-banku-duomenys--vienoje-vietoje
https://www.ftm.nl/artikelen/eurocrisis-voorbij-frankrijk-kondigt-economische-noodtoestand-af
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Example: elEconomista.es 

and Makronom.de 

 

Embeds “our statistics” and 

writes the narrative 
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Effective distribution channels 

http://www.eleconomista.es/indicadores-europa/noticias/6297228/12/14/Si-la-deflacion-es-un-mal-tan-terrible-Por-que-Espana-y-Grecia-se-recuperan-tan-rapido-.html
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Visualisation – Shared community of 
statisticians 

 The same work process and collaborative approach, free to share 

 software,  hardware and web-technology 

Data 

source 

Standard 

data 

warehouse 
 

CSV/Excel 

Set of 

standard 

charts 

 

 

Maps with 

complex 

interactivity 

Custom 

framework 

  

Responsive    

design with 

data 

dashboards 

 

Data 

narrative 

Navigation & 

interactivity Chart libraries 

Share, 

embed 

download 

 

Excel, PDF 

 

integration 

into media 

outreach 

Share 

re-use 

SDMX 

csv 

Highchart

s 

Leaflet, 

D3 

HTML/CSS 

JavaScript 

PHP 

HTML/CSS 

JavaScript 

PHP 

Self-

hosted or 

web-

service 

 

Web-

statistics 

Web-site 

Data 

storage 
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Visualisation – Shared community of 
statisticians 

Common digital communication framework 
 collection and re-use of presentations/visualisations 

 best practice for presenting statistics (stocks, flows) 

 Customer knowledge and work preferences   

 Sharing of interfaces and management processes 

 Interface for extracting from statistical data sources 

 Open source with free licence; no dependency on commercial 

solutions  

 Limited start-up costs 

 Low maintenance costs 

Statistical 

agency(i) 

Statistical 

agency(ii) 

Statistical 

agency(iii) 

Contributions are 

pooled and shared 

OECD  

web-page 

Your  

web-page 

Euro area 

web-page 

Outputs are visual with 

branding at institutional level 



Rubric Take aways  

1. Visual communications facilitate the understanding 

and triggers the curiosity to use and share statistics 

 

2. Digital media and opinion formers are amplifying the 

statistics narratives resulting in greater outreach and use 

3. Collaborative efforts by the statistics community is 

needed including sharing of infographics and 

visualisation tools fostering unity and engagements in 

statistics  

11 Source: www.istockphoto.com 

Why you should 

love statistics?  

Ted talk with  

Alan Smith 

https://youtu.be/ogeGJS0GEF4

