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UNITED NATIONS 

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE 

CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN STATISTICIANS 

 

                      INF.1 

15 March 2017 

Workshop on Statistical Data Collection 

(Ottawa 10–12 October 2017) 

 

INFORMATION NOTICE No.  1 

 I. PURPOSE AND TARGET AUDIENCE OF THE WORKSHOP 

1. This workshop will be organized as part of the Conference of European Statisticians’ work programme 

for 2017, within the context of the High Level Group for the Modernisation of Official Statistics. At the kind 

invitation of Statistics Canada, it will take place at Ottawa, Canada from 10–12 October 2017.  

2. The objective of this workshop is to identify innovative ways and best practices in statistical data 

collection, and to provide a platform for practitioners to exchange experiences and foster collaboration in this 

area. In addition to the more traditional presentations, the agenda of the workshop will include target-driven 

small group discussions to identify best practices and new opportunities.  

3.  The target audience for the workshop includes senior and middle-level managers responsible for data 

collection activities and new data sources, across all statistical domains. 

 II. AGENDA OF THE WORKSHOP 

4. The programme of the workshop will consist of the following substantive topics:  

(i) Modernisation of data collection management and integration of data collection infrastructures 

and technologies; 

(ii) Use of new technologies, skills and mind-set for data collection; 

(iii) Alternative sources and ways of data collection to reduce survey burden; 

(iv) Communication with respondents; and 

(v) Data collection by collaboration and coproduction. 

5. Detailed explanatory notes on the nature and expected outcomes of these topics are provided in Section 

VI of this Information Notice. 

III. PARTICIPATION AND ACCREDITATION 

6. Representatives of all Member States of the United Nations and of interested intergovernmental 

organizations are welcome to participate in the workshop. Participants representing non-governmental 

organizations in a consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council may also attend. 

All participants must be accredited by the competent authorities of their country or international organization.  

7. All participants attending the seminar are requested to have a valid passport and, if required, a visa. 

Applications for visas to Canada should be made as soon as possible to the Embassy of Canada in the country in 

which the participant resides, with a reference to the UNECE Workshop on Statistical Data Collection. A letter 

to facilitate obtaining a visa can also be requested. 
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8. Statistical offices and international organizations should express their interest by Friday 5 May 2017 if 

they wish to:  

1. Participate in this event; and/or 

2. Submit abstracts for one or more of the topics mentioned above. 

This should be done by filling in the online form on the following website: 

http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/display/COLLECT17/Your+Participation+and+Contribution 

(Please check that you receive the resulting automatic email confirmation, to ensure that we have received the 

correct email address with which to contact you in future.) 

9. Participants should also separately register their security information online at the site 

https://www2.unece.org/uncdb/app/ext/meeting-registration?id=8Ab_jq by Friday 18 August 2017, in order to 

be permitted access to the workshop venue. Please note that the registration process must be fully completed 

before a request is generated. (When this happens, a message will be displayed that says “You successfully 

submitted your application. The application is pending approval.”) 

 IV. TRAVEL AND ACCOMODATION 

10. Participants and/or their offices are requested to make their own travel arrangements and hotel 

reservations. The UNECE secretariat regrets not being able to offer any financial assistance regarding travel and 

accommodation arrangements.  

 V. DOCUMENTATION, METHODS OF WORK AND OFFICIAL LANGUAGES 

11. The official language of the workshop is English. Any contributions should, therefore, be submitted in 

English only. Please take note of the deadlines and requirements explained below. For further details on 

the coverage of the topics, refer to section VI below. Contributions should normally consist of a paper, plus 

an accompanying presentation. Other forms of contribution may be proposed. Full guidelines for contributions 

will be given following the acceptance of abstracts. At this stage, contributors should indicate the preferred 

format of their contributions but please note that due to the nature of the work session, it may not be possible to 

allocate time to all proposed contributions. 

12. The following deadlines and requirements apply: 

• A short abstract of the proposed contribution should be submitted as soon as possible and by 

Friday 5 May 2017 at the latest, by filling in details on the following website: 

http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/display/COLLECT17/Your+Participation+and+Contribution 

Information about the selection of contributions for the workshop, and on guidelines on formatting 

will be sent to authors using the contact details they enter into the online tool.  

• Any written papers must be provided by Friday 7 July 2017 at the latest.  

• Any presentation slides, videos or other electronic materials should be provided by Friday 15 

September at the latest. - Any equipment required for practical demonstrations must be provided 

by the participants. 

13. Abstracts and papers will be made available via the same website that is mentioned in paragraph 12. 

Presentations will be added to this web site after the workshop.  

14. Participants are encouraged to download the papers from the website and, where feasible, to use 

electronic devices to read papers in order to minimise paper use. Documents posted on the website before the 

workshop will not be distributed in the conference room. 

 VI. EXPLANATORY NOTES TO THE AGENDA 

Topic (i): Modernisation of data collection management and integration of data collection 

infrastructures and technologies 

Topic Organisers: Paulo Saraiva dos Santos, Statistics Portugal and Niki Stylianidou, Eurostat 

http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/display/COLLECT17/Your+Participation+and+Contribution
https://www2.unece.org/uncdb/app/ext/meeting-registration?id=8Ab_jq
http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/display/COLLECT17/Your+Participation+and+Contribution
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15. Having an organization and an infrastructure in which data collection is integrated is clearly not a trivial 

matter. There are more management aspects than technical challenges that must be known in advance and dealt 

with. 

16. This issue raises many challenges that should be discussed. For instance, having a pipeline data 

collection organization and infrastructure does not assure that a Statistical Office has a complete integrated and 

flexible workflow of the production. For example, this approach may unexpectedly perpetuate the dependence 

of statistical production in surveys and improve resistance to new alternative data sources. 

17. This topic aims at sharing experiences in modernising data collection management and building the 

integration of data collection infrastructures and technologies, both from the perspective of design and in its 

operational aspects. Otherwise, this challenge requires other processes and infrastructures, because simply 

replacing surveys by alternative sources rarely work without changing the systems and existing capacities. In 

this context, subtopics are as follows: 

 Integration of tools used for handling very large flows of data; 

 Integration of flexible management systems and software-support to cope with complex statistical 

processes; and 

 Good practice examples of countries on redesign and modernization of official statistics. 

Topic (ii): Use of new technologies, skills and mind-set for data collection 

Topic Organisers: Bilal Kurban, Turkish Statistical Institute and Barteld Braaksma, Central Bureau of 

Statistics, Netherlands 

18. We are witnessing a radical change in statistical data collection. Increasing costs, emerging 

technologies, changing communication tools, growing and complicating user demands, globalization of 

economies and the society at large and respondent burden concerns as well as the fact that survey data 

collection work is getting more difficult than before are among the leading causes of this change.  

19. For adapting to the change and overcoming data collection challenges, organizations responsible for 

data collection need to keep pace with rapid change in technology, to develop new skills, to create a mindset 

and culture open to change, to make use of non-survey data collection activities, to develop strategic 

partnerships with industry and academia and to design more flexible and tailored approaches for respondents.  

20. In order to be able to achieve each of these it is obvious that they need to work in cooperation and 

collaboration in both international and national level. In this context, some topics are presented below as 

examples: 

 Making use of mobile devices for data collection to increase response rates; 

 Overcoming behavioural challenges while keeping pace with evolving data collection environment; and 

 Analytical skills and competencies to be developed or supported in handling large and/or complex 

datasets. 

Topic (iii): Alternative sources and ways of data collection to reduce survey burden 

Topic Organisers: Niki Stylianidou, Eurostat and Lise Rivais, Statistics Canada 

21. This session covers different topics and concepts that have as a common reference the reduction of 

survey burden. In particular this section would like to cover: 

 Use of Paradata information for decreasing the drop out and smoothing the interviews. Redesign of 

survey questionnaires after metadata and paradata analysis; 

 Smart Cities generate Smart Statistics (structured big data datasets) that can be used to minimise the 

survey burden and avoiding new data collection. Indicators as Scanned Consumption Price Index are 

undergoing projects in lots of countries. The modern life style is web connected. Social surveys as 

"Time Use" can possibly be fully covered by the means of new technologies but still problems linked 

with legislations and ethical issues are to be solved. Statistical Methodologies for structuring the unit 

samples of alternative sources surveys; 
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 Adoption of Information from Administrative sources for prefilling questionnaires. Continuous 

Population and Household Census; and 

 Machine learning and Deep Learning in use for reducing the response burden. 

Topic (iv): Communication with respondents 

Topic Organisers: Frances Comerford, Central Statistical Office, Ireland and Paulo Saraiva dos Santos, 

Statistics Portugal 

22. The dynamic world of Communication provides a constant challenge to Statistical Offices to stay 

current and fresh.  As the world of Communication changes and updates, in a seemingly endless wave of 

innovation, we must also change the way we communicate with our Respondents.  We must be capable of 

providing them with the Communication tools that are currently popular, in order to encourage them to respond 

to our surveys.  If we are not current and moving with the trends in Communication there is a danger that our 

Response Rates may decline.  Communication with respondents is ultimately aimed at attaining accurate, 

complete and timely responses.  

23. Under this topic we will look at effective and innovative communication with respondents, and how 

that communication can positively affect response rates and facilitate the successful management of surveys. 

24. In this context, subtopics are as follows: 

 Strategies to reach respondent groups; 

 Design of digital or non-digital communication to accelerate data collection process; 

 Impacts of providing personalized feedback to the respondents; 

 Behavioural studies for design and communication strategies; 

 Improving partnerships with data providers; and 

 Effectiveness of incentives and their impact on data quality. 

Topic (v): Data collection by collaboration and co-production 

Topic Organisers: Barteld Braaksma, Central Bureau of Statistics, Netherlands and Niki Stylianidou, Eurostat 

25. Digital technologies such as tablets, smart phones, apps and sensors provide new opportunities for cross 

sectoral collaborations between statistical organisations, industry, businesses, governmental and non-

governmental agencies, and academia. Additionally, digital technologies open up possibilities for engaging with 

citizens as not only respondents but also co-producers of data. The session will address principles and values of 

collaboration and coproduction as well as examples of experiments and pilots in alternative methods of data 

collection. In this context, subtopics are as follows: 

 Innovative methods, devices and practices; 

 Cross sectoral collaboration; 

 Experiments in citizen co-production (e.g., crowdsourcing, data donations); and 

 Outsourcing data collection. 

 VII. VENUE 

26. The workshop will be held at: 

Statistics Canada 

Simon A. Goldberg Conference Centre (SAG) 

RHC Building 

100 Tunney’s Pasture Driveway 

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6. 

A second information notice will be issued and made available on the workshop website nearer to the dates of 

this workshop, giving details about the location of the workshop, along with additional logistical information.  
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 VIII. FURTHER INFORMATION 

27. For further information, please submit queries using the online form described in paragraph 8 of this 

information note. Alternatively, you may also contact the following organisers: 

 

Statistics Canada: 

Lise Rivais, 

Collection Planning & Research Division 

Division de la Planification et de la Recherche en Matière de Collecte 

Tel: +1 613 951 9786, lise.rivais@canada.ca 

 

UNECE: 

Mr Taeke Gjaltema,  

Statistical Division, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

Tel: +41 22 917 1272, email: taeke.gjaltema@unece.org 

 

mailto:lise.rivais@canada.ca
mailto:

