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REPORT OF THE WIESBADEN GROUP ON BUSINESS REGISTERSMEETING
HELD 24-27 NOVEMBER 2008 AT THE OECD

Note by OECD

1. The 2% Meeting of the Wiesbaden Group on Business Ragistek place on 24-27 November
2008 at the Organisation for Economic Cooperatimh Revelopment (OECD), which had offered to host
this event. This 2008 meeting of the Wiesbaden @r@armerly Round Table on Business Survey
Frames), with a longstanding history of achievemehas attracted 85 participants from 39 delegstitin

is the sole international forum concerned with gsiag and comparing the foundations of statistical
systems, reflected also in the title of the 200&ting “The Central Place of Business Register Systi
Response to Globalisation Needs". The meeting wganized in seven sessions and a description bf eac
session is provided in this report. The Chair efitieeting was Mr. Andreas Lindner, OECD.

2. As is a longstanding tradition, the meetingtsthwith country progress reports under Session 1.
Some 32 reports were briefly presented, outlinieg Wevelopments and solutions found. A synopsis of
trends and issues will be prepared in 2009. The@®svas chaired by Mr. Andreas Lindner, OECD.

3. Session 2 on the “Need for global, integratéatjstical systems — identifying best practices’swa
divided into two sub-sessions: the producer petspgeand user perspective. Sessi@aeXamined the
producer’s point of view, leading to important kegnclusions, such as that new tasks for statisticsild
begin with feeding first of all into the registeystem, that the business register is the backbane b
requires close co-operation with other statistsmlices, and that globalization forces statisti€ito re-
consider what a statistical unit should be. Sessl@ir was Mr. Roland Sturm, Germany.

4. Session 2 looked at the same from a user perspective. Meoblems identified were lack of
identity across observation units and the increpsieed for more statistics, linking trade and $tmad
business statistics (in particular by size-clagddo the need to expand data collection to servieas
stated. Linkage problems were the main user conddris session was chaired by Mr. Andreas Lindner,
OECD.

5. Session 3 "Costs and Benefit of Profiling" wémiced by Mr. John Perry, United Kingdom.
After having examined current practice, the sesgientified issues for future consideration, sushhee
role of multinational groups, how to manage monmigrdynamic business structures, quality contral an
the role of information technology and data shariegds across countries.

6. Session 4ocused on this latter aspect by looking at “Cotegmd Methods for Information and
Data Sharing”: important conclusions were thatlibsiness register system will have to increasitigky

to administrative sources and that national stedistinstitutions (NSIs) through their comparative
advantage over other statistical government batiesld be entrusted with the design of the govemahe
data system. Therefore, NSls should generally plagven greater role as already today in coordigati
integrating and sharing of the national statistgyadtem. Trust in official statistics is a keyussSession
chair was Mr. Norbert Rainer, Austria.



7. “Projects on the Improvement of Business Reggstgas the theme of SessionGhaired by Mr.
Claude Macchi, Statistical Office of the Europea®nunities (Eurostat), it allowed to identify commo
problems, such as the lack of standardization &f #idd insufficient data sharing across registeng T
quality of business registers as central tool fiurfe statistical design was underlined.

8. Session 6 “New areas of research” was one offdbal topics of the meeting and, hence,
composed of three sub-sessions.

9. Session & “Entrepreneurship Indicators, Business Demograpimg Small and Medium
Enterprises (SMEs)” was chaired by Mr. Hartmut $ehy Eurostat. Central themes were the measurement
and the limitations thereof of high growth entesps, the harmonized measurement of employment in
business demography, and timely release of date. dtitlook stressed the need to implement in the
European Union/OECD data collection composite iaidics on high-growth enterprises and the need to
further harmonize employment measures in businesgdraphy.

10. “Integrating Economic Business Statistics witade” was the theme of Sessidn €haired by
Mr. Clancy Barrett, Canada. This linking, carriegt &y both Eurostat and OECD in a harmonized way
(Joint Steering group), was met with considerablterest from participants and is an innovative,
promising exercise for globalization-related anigly$he difficult matching of trade registers anginess
registers can be considerably facilitated througkable register frameworks.

11. Session & chaired by Ms. Dominique Francoz, France, wastledt “Measurement of
Multinationals and Enterprise Groups”. The diffide$ in distinguishing headquarters, locations, and
groups entails delicate decisions for allocation.ifportant conclusion was that private data saieze
inadequate for producing outward foreign affiliatele in services (FATS) statistics. Work on Eprtise
Group Registers in the European Union should beidered as a tool for data sharing amongst European
Union member states and also provide a samplimgeffar FATS surveys.

12. Session 7The needs and solutions in OECD accession cowntiBICS, and developing
countries” was again decomposed into three subesess Session & “OECD accession
countries’experiences and responses” was chairerbyfim Davis, OECD. Countries could showcase
successful integration of surveys and ambitiousness demography programmes.

13. Session ¥ “BIICS countries experience and response”, chainedir. Andreas Lindner, OECD,
reported on business register re-design progranwitbsunique IDs for enterprises and local unitsgd an
business register updates and links to censusgroges.

14. Session @ Experience and response in developing countriesls chaired by Ms. Vitalya
Gaucaite-Wittich, United Nations Economic Commissfor Europe. It highlighted cooperation projects
between NSIs from developed countries and deveajppountries. These capacity building programmes
aim at helping developing countries to build upbléaand comprehensive business register systems.
Developing countries were encouraged to harmortigé tethodological approaches with international
standards.



Conclusion and future plans

15. The meeting provided a rich list of prioritytians to be carried forward over the forthcoming
years. The Steering Group of the Wiesbaden GrouBusiness Registers will formulate a multi-year
programme. The next Wiesbaden meeting will takegld7-30 September 2010 in Estonia as host
country. The terms of reference of the Wiesbadeou@rare (included in the Annex) / (provided in a
separate background document.



ANNEX: TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE WIESBADEN GROUP

Steering Group of the Wiesbaden Group on Businessdgisters
Wiesbaden, April 8" 2008

Terms of Reference of the Wiesbaden Group on Busisg Registers
— Roundtable on Business Survey Frames -

1. Background

As a result of the 2Dmeeting in Wiesbaden the Roundtable on Businessgkrames was renamed
to “Wiesbaden Group on Business Registers”, abatedito “Wiesbaden Group”. As such it adopts the
convention of naming for UN City Groups. The nanmartge also reflects the changing role of business
registers, which are increasingly being seen asbtmkbone of business statistics and as sources of
statistical data in their own right, as well asiacreased emphasis for the Group in defining a omadi
term work programme.

The frequency of the Wiesbaden Group meetingsturdéuwill be every two years, starting in 2008.

After the conference the Steering Group met on Bmt@é' 2007 (with delegates from Germany,
United Kingdom, Australia, France, OECD, Eurost#{lECE) and discussed the future of the Wiesbaden
Group under the following topics:

e Purpose and objectives.

e Future workplan.

« Composition and role of the steering group.

¢ Roadmap and next meetings of the Wiesbaden Group.

2. Purpose and objectives of the Wiesbaden Group dusiness Registers

The Wiesbaden Group on Business Registers is a iyNSCoup. Its traditional purpose is to provide
a forum for the exchange of views and experienat the conduct of joint experiments related to the
development, maintenance and use of business aegist support survey sampling and other statlstica
activities related to the production of businesgistics. The Wiesbaden Group is an informal bodg a
participation is on a voluntary basis. Participahtswvever, are expected to contribute at an expeel to
the programme of the meetings.

The conferences of the Wiesbaden Group are théoptatwhere problems, developments, projects,
ideas, concepts and aspects of the constructiomtenance and improvements of business registers ar
presented and discussed. By this, the Group btoggsther experts and responsible persons on bgsines
registers who could use the experiences of otleerdmote and bring forward their own ideas for the



development of business registers. In particulartiesbaden Group tackles forward-looking aspeuts a
aims to identify new challenges concerning busimegtsters.

The Wiesbaden Group recognises the demand bothféwmation on business register developments
and for common guidelines and recommendations fiareint issues associated with business registers.
There is a range of existing and emerging issuas réguire expert input to develop and promulgate
approaches.

Therefore, the Wiesbaden Group intends to producange of outputs for different kind of users
including international bodies, senior managerbl@ional Statistical Institutions and organisatiamshe
process of developing business registers. The wigibte outputs of the group besides the confergnare
the written papers which give an in-depth view ofrent business register developments. All Rourdtab
papers are available on the websites of the hgstnisation and of Eurostat. Additional value cobéd
gained by circulating the summary reports produnedession convenors, the host organisation arlaéor
steering group to specific international bodies.

Although its mandate does not emanate from a fobodly, the Wiesbaden Group has expressed a
desire to increase its emphasis on the provisiomguwilelines, recommendations and approaches for
progressing issues related to business registérs. Wiesbaden Group anticipates, on the basis of its
discussions and work programme, making recommemtiatiegarding the consideration and/or adoption
of certain practices or global level standards Wosiness registers to the United Nations Statistica
Commission.

The Wiesbaden Group recognises that it has a dlal ©n the one hand many participants are
expecting the exchange of experiences and ideas advanced level, while on the other hand the
Wiesbaden Group is aware that it should be theagltdrum on business registers and therefore has to
respect the needs and interests of countriegistitloping business registers. The challenge wiliofind
the right balance.

3. Work plan and major topics of the next conferene(s)

The challenges for business registers resulting fglobalisation have already been highlighted in
previous conferences. The next meeting will pragreerk on further aspects of globalisation. Theufoc
for the next years (until 2010) will be on the &olling topics:

3.1 Profiling (Costs and Benefits)

Profiling is a method to analyse the legal, opersti and accounting structure of an enterprisefgrou
at national and global level, in order to estabttsh statistical units within that group, theirka) and the
most efficient structures for the collection oftsttical data. Profiling improves the quality oktbusiness
register, its use as a survey frame and sourcenfofmation. It improves the cooperation with the
respondents and the delineation of the statistio#és in reality. The main hindrance to profilirgiis cost.
With a mandate from the Steering group, Austratid Enited Kingdom are setting up a work schedute fo
the development of a measurement tools on the aastbenefits of profiling.

3.2 Concepts and Methods for Information and Data Sharing

In the economic sphere, fundamental changes h&ee f@ace in organising the process of economic
activities more efficiently using different straieg and adapting to new models of national and
international operations. Globalization thereforas han enormous effect on data production and
fundamentally changes the requirements for dateeat@n and interpretation. In consequence business



registers have to deal with changing requirememisinformation to be held and shared due to the
globalization process.

Business Registers and Business Statistics in Developing Countries

Back-to-back with the 20meeting of the Roundtable on Business RegistedsBarsiness Survey
Frames, a special workshop for developing countvies held. The workshop brought together 18
developing as well as developed countries, disngsdie prospects of supporting other nations iir the
developments in the field of business registersragister-based business statistics. In the futusgssion
within the official agenda of the conference widall with the needs of the countries starting upnass
register and register-based business statistias.nidin objective is to provide an extensive infaiora
database of best practice and, in the longer teaiming materials.

4. Composition and roles of the Steering Group

The Steering Group comprises both National Ste#iktinstitutes and international organisations.
Current members of the group are Australia, Eutogtaance, Germany, OECD, UNECE, United
Kingdom and United States (BLS).

The Steering Group is chaired by the current hgstiiganisation. The tasks of this group are:

* To assist the host of the next meeting on mat&dasing to the agenda and the contributions.
* To promote and most visibly disseminate the outpfithe Wiesbaden Group.

* To actively engage the UN Statistical Commission ather senior management forums to
promote the work of the Wiesbaden Group and sesiKitiputs regarding future activities.

« To develop links with other relevant internatiobabies, for example the World Bank, to ensure
support for attendance by developing countries.

e To ensure coordination with meetings on relatedcypfor example the Joint Meeting of the
UNECE or others.

5. Schedule /Roadmap
End of 2007: Draft Terms of Reference
Spring 2008: Report at UNSC Meeting 2008
Autumn 2008: Meeting Wiesbaden Group on BusineggdRes in Paris hosted by the OECD
2009: Joint UNECE/OECD/Eurostat seminar on businegisters
2010: Meeting Wiesbaden Group on Business Registers

2010: Evaluation and Revision of Terms of Reference



