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 Summary 

 In 2016, CIS-STAT conducted a special survey of the views of the countries of the 

Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) on the list of global Sustainable Development 

Goal indicators. The survey included questions about whether the different countries had 

methodologies and statistics for monitoring progress towards the Sustainable Development 

Goals.  

 The results of the survey were used to draw up a list of 111 indicators that most 

countries in the CIS region identified as the most relevant. According to the national 

statistical services, about a third of those indicators require clearer wording or information 

on the methodology used in the countries. 

 In the second phase, the possibility was considered of obtaining separate Sustainable 

Development Goal indicators from the 111 indicators using the results of the CIS countries’ 

national censuses. 

 

 

  

 1 Prepared by Irina Zbarskaya. 

 United Nations ECE/CES/GE.41/2017/17 

 

Economic and Social Council Distr.: General 

20 July 2017 

English 

Original: Russian 

English and Russian only 



ECE/CES/GE.41/2017/17 

2 GE.17-12234 

 I. Sustainable Development Goals and work in the CIS region 

1. The list of Sustainable Development Goal indicators proposed by the Inter-agency 

and Expert Group was endorsed by the United Nations Statistical Commission at its forty-

seventh session in March 2016 and then approved by the General Assembly of the United 

Nations in September 2016. The list covers 17 goals and 169 objectives, which include 231 

indicators. The list should form the basis for monitoring the achievement of the Sustainable 

Development Goals in all countries.  

2. Given the fundamental importance of achieving the Goals, the statistical services of 

the CIS countries must be able to present their national results effectively during the 

forthcoming global monitoring exercise. First, there is the question of how the existing list 

of global Sustainable Development Goal indicators is applied in the CIS region.  

3. CIS-STAT started work on Sustainable Development Goal indicators in 2016: 

• A special survey was conducted of the views of the CIS countries on the list of 

global Sustainable Development Goal indicators. 

• A regional priority list of indicators was drawn up. 

• A pilot publication of the results of monitoring the indicators is planned for the end 

of this year. 

• A platform has been set up on the CIS-STAT website entitled “Statistics for the 

Sustainable Development Goals: the CIS region”: http://www.cisstat.com/sdgs/CIS-

SDG. 

4. As part of the special survey, the CIS countries answered (“yes”/”no”) the following 

five questions for each indicator: 

• Is the indicator relevant? 

• Is there a methodology for calculating the indicator? 

• Are there data for the indicator? 

• Are there plans to collect data on the indicator? 

• Is any clarification required of the wording of the indicator? 

5. The aim of the survey is to ascertain whether the countries have the methodology 

and statistical information to monitor progress towards achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goals. The survey is also one of the tools for assessing the readiness of 

countries to provide data on Sustainable Development Goal indicators (UNECE Road Map 

on Statistics for Sustainable Development Goals, section IV). 

6. Main results of the survey: 

• Gaps identified in data and methodology for the list of global indicators. 

• Significant problems identified with levels of disaggregation of data. It is difficult to 

obtain information on selected indicators, such as migration status, disability and 

others, because they were not included beforehand in current statistics. The 

introduction of new primary data cuts would require additional financial resources 

and time.  

7. The compiled answers have made it possible to sum up the general opinion of the 

statistical services of the CIS countries in respect of the list of indicators currently proposed 

for the forthcoming Sustainable Development Goal monitoring exercise: 
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20% of the global indicators 

data and methodology for their calculation are 

available 

12% of the global indicators 

do not need any clarification of the wording or 

explanations 

17% of the global indicators require methodology for their calculation 

8. From the survey results for the CIS region, a list was drawn up of 111 indicators, or 

almost 50% of the total number, that most CIS countries considered to be particularly 

relevant.  

9. A full list of them is available on the CIS-STAT website in the section entitled 

“Statistics for Sustainable Development Goals: CIS region”.  

10. Of the 111 indicators relevant to the CIS countries, about a third require additional 

clarification of the wording or do not have a methodology. 

 II. Population censuses for Sustainable Development Goal 
indicators 

11. The sources of information for the Sustainable Development Goal indicators are 

mainly the following types of routine observational data: 

 (a) Reporting form;  

 (b) Administrative data;  

 (c) Specialized sample surveys of the population; and  

 (d) General population censuses.  

12. Each of these sources has advantages and disadvantages. At the same time, it should 

be noted that routine sectoral statistics and general population censuses have traditionally 

been strongest in the countries of the region; administrative data sources and specialized 

surveys have begun to be developed particularly in recent decades. 

13. As censuses have historically been the main source of population information in our 

countries, CIS-STAT has analysed the list of 111 indicators (identified by the national 

statistical services as the most relevant) through the prism of the information usually 

collected during censuses in the CIS countries.  

14. This raises the question of how the results of the forthcoming censuses can be used 

to obtain the SDG indicators.  

15. The national statistical services have now started to make preparations for the 2020 

round of censuses. The informational value of a census is that the results can be organized 

to take account of any pre-specified characteristics. It is therefore important in the very 

early stages of developing the census programme to include the necessary cuts and levels of 

disaggregation as much as possible, so that they can be taken into account in setting the 

objectives for primary data processing.  

16. CIS-STAT analysed the list of 111 indicators using information that had been 

collected directly in the CIS countries during the 2010 census round or could be obtained 

from available census results. 
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  Table 1 

Indicators in the area of the Sustainable Development Goals, which can be obtained or 

calculated from census data from the CIS countries. 

(2010 round of population censuses). 

Objective and indicator Comments 

 
Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all persons of all ages 

3.2.1 Under-5 mortality Tajikistan 

3.7.2 Adolescent fertility (10-14 years and 15-19 years) 

per 1,000 women in that age group 

All countries 

Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning 

opportunities for all 

4.2.2 Participation rate in organized learning (one year 

before the official primary entry age), by sex 

All countries except Armenia 

4.4.1 Proportion of youth and adults with information and 

communications technology (ICT) skills, by type of skill 

Kazakhstan — “level of 

computer ownership”  

All countries — “Connecting 

computers to the Internet”. 

4.5.1 Parity indices (female/male, rural/urban, bottom/top 

wealth quintile and others, such as disability status, 

indigenous peoples and persons affected by conflict, 

where data are available) for all indicators related to 

education on the list that can be disaggregated 

All countries 

4.6.1 Proportion of population in a given age group 

achieving at least a set level of proficiency in functional 

(a) literacy skills, by sex 

All countries 

Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls 

5.5.2 Proportion of women in managerial positions All countries 

Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all 

6.1.1 Proportion of population using safely managed 

drinking water services 

All countries 

Goal 7. Ensuring access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all 

7.1.1 Proportion of population with access to electricity All countries 

Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and 

productive employment and decent work for all 

8.5.2 Unemployment rate, by sex, age and persons with 

disabilities 

All countries 

8.6.1 Proportion of young persons (aged 15-24 years) not 

in education, employment or training 

All countries 

8.7.1 Proportion and number of children aged 5-17 years 

engaged in child labour, by sex and age 

Employment of young 

persons aged 15 and over is 

taken into account in the 

census. In Kyrgyzstan, 

primary employment for 

persons aged 12 and over was 

taken into account. 
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Objective and indicator Comments 

 
Goal 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership 

for Sustainable Development 

17.8.1 Proportion of individuals using the Internet Indicator corresponds to 

indicator 4.4.1. 

 III. Conclusion 

17. Thus, from the overall list of the most relevant indicators for the CIS countries (111), 

13 of them may be obtained directly or indirectly from the national censuses of the CIS 

countries. However, these indicators were developed taking account of the 2010 census 

programmes. Countries may wish to use the forthcoming censuses to obtain any 

information to take account of the information “gaps” on Sustainable Development Goal 

indicators. 

    


