UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY
through its Working Group on Environmental Monitoring and Assessment and
CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN STATISTICIANS

jointly with

UNITED NATIONSSTATISTICSDIVISION

JOINT MEETING ON ENVIRONMENTAL INDICATORS

31 August — 2 September 2009, Geneva

ANNOUNCEMENT AND LOGISTICS

Background

Environmental indicators are a key tool for envir@antal assessment, reporting and
policymaking. They can show trends and help desdtib causes and effects of environmental
conditions. They can also help in setting priositievaluating environmental policy
implementation and assessing compliance with iatewnal commitments. Regular data
collection on internationally-agreed indicatorsgsehot only in national policymaking and
raising public awareness, but also in comparingnat environmental situations with those of
other countries and data gathering for pan-Europeaironmental assessment reports.

The Sixth Ministerial Conference “Environment fanrBpe” (Belgrade, 2007) endorsed the
UNECE Recommendations on environmental indicatocsiadicator-based assessméantsd
invited the countries of Eastern Europe, Caucasd<Central Asia, South-Eastern Europe and
other interested countries to implement @&delines for the Application of Environmental
Indicators prepared by the Working Group on Environmental Mwoing and Assessment
(WGEMA) in close cooperation with the European Eoriment Agency (EEA) and other
international organizations. Ti&uidelinescover 36 indicators that were evaluated as being
the most important from the viewpoint of nationatlanternational requirements, the most
understandable to the public, the best supportadtbynational methodological guidance, and
the most compatible with environmental indicatds sevailable at the international level.

! www.unece.org/env/documents/2007/ece/ece.belgmafe2007.11.add. 1.e.pdf

2 published in the United Nations publicationEmvironmental Indicators and Indicators-based
Assessment Reports — Eastern Europe, CaucasusemthCAsia.ECE/CEP/140 — Sales # E.07.1l.LE.9 —
ISBN 978-92-1-116961-4Mww.unece.org/env/documents/2007/ece/ece.belgranfe2007.inf.6.e.pdf




The Guidelinesare intended for use primarily by officials in gowment agencies who have
responsibility for environmental assessment, stétdre-environment reporting and the
publication of statistical compendiums and bulletim environmental issues. To implement
the Guidelinescountries concerned will have to undertake efiectheasures for the
adaptation of their systems for data collection stadistics. They will have to review and
clarify responsibilities of public authorities tasure that each indicator included in the
Guidelinesis backed by measurements, calculations and redatarcollection. All institutions
dealing with the collection and treatment of datd the publication of environmental and
statistical reports will have to use internatiost@indard classifications.

Meeting objectives

The Belgrade recommendations on indicators cafled strengthened inter-agency
cooperation for a regular production of environnaémdicators, the exchange of practical
experience obtained in their application and fgutar training of national experts on
methodologies and standards developed by relemterhational forums, and on new
internationally-agreed indicators.

To promote the implementation of these recommeadstithe UNECE Committee on
Environmental Policy and the Bureau of the Confeeeof European Statisticians (CES)
agreed in 2008 to cooperate on methodological ssetienvironmental indicators. As a first
step, a Joint meeting will be organized with theteéthNations Statistics Division (UNSD) to
train experts of interested UNECE countries in pdg environmental indicators. The joint
meeting will take place on 31 August — 2 Septen2®®9 at the Palais des Nations in Geneva.
It will:

€) Discuss priorities and modalities of cooperatiommthodological issues of
environmental indicators between environmental gsmnd statisticians in 2009-2010;

(b) Review in detail selected indicators covered byitigécator Guidelineso
provide practical recommendations on the use tisttal classifications, data collection
methods and procedures for the production of indisa

(c) Exchange information on international developmeelsted to environmental
indicators that may be important but are currendyincluded in th&uidelinesand provide
references to available guidance materials;

(d) Initiate discussions on modern presentation forraatktools for effective
dissemination of environmental indicators includihg use of modern information
technologies.

Participation

Officials from environmental institutions designéfer the publication of assessment reports
on the environmerdnd representatives of statistical services workarte field of
environmental statistics in countries of Easterropa, Caucasus and Central Asand
interested countries &outh-Eastern Europe (SE®)ill be the target audience of the Joint
meeting. Participation of experts from other UNEEHntries will be most welcome to
broaden the exchange of experiences and approdaimisermore, representatives of
international organizations and institutions deglivith environmental indicators, namely the

% Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldovaz#khstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russian Federation,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan.

* Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Montene@erbia and The former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia.



Eurostat, EEA, the United Nations Environment Paogme (UNEP), the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FA@e World Health Organization (WHO)
European Centre for Environment and Health (ECH##),Organisation of Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) and the InterSgaéstical Committee of the
Commonwealth of Independent States, will be invitedttend to present their views and
achievements.

Registration form and logistics

Participants are requested to complete a regtrédrm available online
(www.unece.org/stats/documents/2009.05.environ),ramd to transmit it to the secretariat
later than two weeks prior to the meetitg fax (+41 22 917 0107) or by e-mail
(nadiya.dzyubynska@unece.org). Upon the receifiteoparticipation form, the designated
participants will receive individual invitationsrfentry visa support.

Information about Geneva, transportation, hotetsthe Palais des Nations is available at the
UNECE web page&vww.unece.org/meetings/practical.ntm

According to the accreditation procedures for rmggtiat the Palais des Nations, participants
should obtain an identification badge at the Padsldentification Unit of the United Nations
Office at Geneva Security and Safety Section, extat the Pregny Gate, 14, Avenue de la
Paix (see the map on the above UNECE websitepde of difficulty, please contact the
secretariat by telephone (+41 22 917 2364).

Organization of work

The discussions will take place during the plenagssions where the simultaneous
interpretation from/into English and Russian largpsawill be provided. Plenary sessions will
generally include presentations by keynote speafcdieved by question-and-answer period
and exchange of experiences and views. Keynotekspear other participants will facilitate
the discussions as moderators.

Nominated participants are invited to prepare |giahd submit to the UNECE secretariat
(mikhail.kokine@unece.orgndvania.etropolska@unece.dtgy 20 August at the lategor

the circulation among the registered participanits go the Joint meeting, national reviews (8-
10 pages in English and Russian, if possible, méE New Roman, font 12, line-spacing 1,5
intervals) describing achievements, problems amsipeetives regarding:

(@)  The application of indicators from tlguidelinesin national assessment reports,
statistical compendiums and other publications;

(b)  The use of modern presentation formats and tooldigsemination of
environmental indicators;

(c) The application of additional indicators, espegidiiose measuring the
effectiveness of environmental policy.

Meeting documentation including national reviewssentations and the list of participants
will be uploaded as they become available online at
www.unece.org/stats/documents/2009.05.environ.htm

Joint meeting results




The meeting report will be submitted to the WGEM#&, its tenth session to be held on 3-4
September 2009 in Geneva, and to the CES Burefall 2009.

Financial support

UNSD will provide funding for travel and daily sustence allowance for the participation in
the Joint meeting of one environmental statistigiancountry from the national statistical
offices of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgiazidkhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russian
Federation, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Aliaa Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia,
Montenegro, Serbia and the former Yugoslav Repudflidacedonia.

UNECE has obtained donor funds to support travelstay in Geneva for officials from
environmental institutions that are responsibletiier publication of assessment reports on the
environment in the countries of Eastern Europe,c@sus and Central Asia.

Eurostat will provide financial support to officgafrom environmental institutions that are
responsible for the publication of assessment tefor the environment in Albania, Bosnia &
Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro, Serbia and thedo Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

Other participants will be covering their travebamrelated costs from the budgets of their
institutions. There will be no participation fee.

Preliminary programme of the Joint Meeting
31 August, Monday
10:00 Opening statements

+ United Nations Statistics Division
« UNECE

Session 1Cooperation framework on environmental indicatansdnvironmental
experts and statisticians

10:15 — 13:00Discussion of prioritiesand modalities of cooperation on methodological
issues of environmental indicator s between environmental expertsand
statisticians in 2009-2010°

Session 2Review of the UNECE Guidelines on the ApplicatibEnvironmental
Indicators

The Joint meeting will discuss selected indicatargered by théndicator Guidelinedo
provide practical recommendations on the use tisttal classifications, data collection
methods and procedures for the regular producti@mdicators. The selection of indicators for

® In the light of the approval by the UNECE Comnttan Environmental Policy and the the CES BureahefTerms
of Reference for a joint intersectoral task forceeovironmental indicators
(http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/ece/ces/c@083/3.e.pdf this session 1 will be actually the first megtof
the Joint Intersectoral Task Force to discuss dskyplan, method of work and time-schedule fomitsvities.
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the review has been made on the basis of propreesads/ed from the interested countries and
the gaps in data collection in countries of EaskEurrope, Caucasus and Central Asia, and SEE
identified by UNECE in its environmental performameviews and by WGEMA in

developing environmental indicators and suppormpiag-European environmental assessments.

15:00 - 18:00

Session 2AlIndicators on air: emissions of pollutants into t@nosphere
and greenhouse gas emissions

1 September, Tuesday

Session 2Review of the UNECE Guidelines on the ApplicatibBnvironmental
Indicators (cont’d)

09:30 — 11:00
Session 2Btndicator on energy: final energy consumption

11:00 — 12:30
Session 2CIndicators on water: household water use and drigki
water quality

14:30 — 17:30
Session 2Dtndicators on land: land uptake and fertilizer congption

2 September, Wednesday

Session 2Review of the UNECE Guidelines on the ApplicatibEnvironmental
Indicators (cont’d)

09:30 - 12:30

Session 2EIndicators on waste: waste generation, waste reugkrecycling,
and final waste disposal

Session 3Briefing on additional indicators not covered lnetGuidelines

14:30 — 16:30
Presentations by OECD, Eurostat, EEA and otherniational forums

Session 4Modern presentation formats and tools for effecth&semination of
environmental indicators

16:30 —17:15

17:15 - 17:30Conclusions and closing.
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