FEMALE CIRCUMCISION

16

The practice of femae circumcision (also re-
ferred to as female genital cutting) has been a tradition
in Egypt since the Pharonic period, and adherence to the
custom remains widespread. The 2005 Egypt DHS
survey included questions designed to assess the current
prevalence of circumcision among survey respondents
and their daughters. Questions were included about the
daughter's age at circumcision and the person who
performed the circumcision. The survey aso investi-
gated attitudes toward the practice.

16.1 PREVALENCE OF FEMALE CIRCUMCISION

CIRCUMCISION OF EDHS RESPONDENTS

Results from the 2005 EDHS show that the
practice of female circumcision is virtually universal
among women of reproductive age in Egypt. Table 16.1
shows that 96 percent of the ever-married women
interviewed in the 2005 EDHS reported that they had
been circumcised. Only in the Urban Governorates (89
percent) and the Frontier Governorates (72 percent)
does the prevalence of circumcision fall below 90 per-
cent.

Circumcision Prevalence among Girls

The procedure for collecting information about
daughters' circumcision status in the 2005 EDHS
differed from the approach used in the earlier surveys.
In the 1995 and 2000 EDHS surveys, respondents who
had surviving daughters were asked about the number
of their daughters who had been circumcised. If the
woman had at least one daughter circumcised, addi-
tional questions were asked about the age at circum-
cision and the person performing the circumcision for
the daughter who had been circumcised most recently.
If arespondent’s daughter(s) was (were) not yet circum-
cised, she was asked about whether she intended to
have her daughter(s) circumcised in the future.

Table 16.1 Prevalence of female circumcision among ever-
married women 15-49 by background characteristics
Percentage of ever-married women 15-49 who have been
circumcised according to selected background character-
istics, Egypt 2005
Percentage of
ever-married
women age  Number of
15-49 who  ever-married
Background have been ~ women age
characteristic circumcised 15-49
Age
15-19 96.4 803
20-24 95.8 2,968
25-29 95.1 3,785
30-34 95.9 3,209
35-39 95.9 3,191
40-44 96.0 2,859
45-49 96.3 2,659
Urban-rural residence
Urban 92.2 8,033
Rural 98.3 11,441
Place of residence
Urban Governorates 89.4 3,293
Lower Egypt 98.0 8,410
Urban 95.2 2,199
Rural 99.0 6,211
Upper Egypt 96.9 7,552
Urban 94.5 2,411
Rural 98.0 5,141
Frontier Governorates 71.5 218
Education
No education 98.4 6,740
Some primary 99.0 2,197
Primary complete/some 97.3 2,719
Secondary complete/higher 92.2 7,818
Work status
Working for cash 92.7 3,288
Not working for cash 96.4 16,186
Wealth quintile
Lowest 97.8 3,565
Second 99.1 3,778
Middle 98.3 3,931
Fourth 97.1 4,137
Highest 87.3 4,063
Total 95.8 19,474

In contrast to the two earlier surveys, the 2005 EDHS included a complete circumcision history
for daughters under age 18, i.e.,, women with surviving daughters were asked about the circumcision
status of each of their daughters age 0-17 years. For each daughter who was circumcised, information was
collected on the age at which the daughter was circumcised and the person performing the circumcision.
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Similar to the procedure in the earlier surveys, a woman whose daughter(s) was (were) not circumcised
was asked about her intention to have her daughter(s) circumcised in the future.

The inclusion of a complete circumcision history provides the basis for a direct estimate of the
prevalence of circumcision among girls, which was not possible using the data from the two earlier DHS
surveys. This estimate is not based on the entire population of girls 0-17 years since information is not
available for girls whose mothers were not interviewed in the survey, either because they were age 50 and
older or had died. However, the estimate is based on a large proportion of the female population in the
age group. Overall, EDHS respondents reported on the circumcision status of 20,628 girls age 0-17 years,
this represented 93 percent of the 21,864 females in the age range living in EDHS households (not shown
in table).

Usi ng the circumcision hi StOfy data, Table 16.2 Current and expected prevalence of female circumcision
Table 16.2 presents information on the preva- | amonggirls
lence of circumcision among girls under age 18 Percen:age ofhgirls aget0—1t7 years \{vhg |[a)ret CL;]rrently ctirl]'cumcitsedCi
. s . percentage who are not yet circumcised but whose mothers inten
in Egypt. The results indicate that S“ghtly MOre | that the girl will be circumcised in the future, and percentage
than one-quarter of girls age 0-17 years have | expected to be circumcised by age 18 taking into account the
been circumcised. Girls age 9-10 are more than | current circumcision status and mother’s intention, by the girl’s

. . . current age, Egypt 2005
twice as likely as girls age 7-8 to have been

X X Percentage
circumcised (24 percent and 10 percent, respec- whose mothers  Percentage
tively). This reflects the fact that, in Egypt, intend the ~ expected
e . . . . daughter to be to be
tradltlonally glrls are circumcised s Ightly before Percentage  circumcised in circumcised Number of
or at puberty (E|-G|ba|y et al. 2002) The preva- | Age circumcised the future by age 18 daughters
lence of circumcision increases rapidly from age | <3 0.5 60.7 61.2 3,879
11 onward to a peak of 77 percent among girls | 34 1.9 65.0 66.9 2,553
5-6 4.2 58.0 62.2 2,544
age 15-17. 7.8 9.6 54.2 63.8 2,284
9-10 23.8 45.7 69.5 2,236
The percentage already circumcised may gli Z;g 2;? ;;(5) fggf;
be combined with the percentage of girlswhose | -, 265 33 798 3137

mother expressed an intention to circumcise her
daughter(s) in the future to provide an estimate | Total 27.7 41.0 68.7 20,628
of the expected prevalence of circumcision at
age 18 for each cohort of girls. The results suggest that the prevalence of circumcision will decline over
time, from alevel of around 80 percent among girls age 15-17 to around 60 percent among girls currently
under age 3.

The cohort differences indicate that over the next decade in Egypt, there will be a steady decline
in the proportions of young adult women who are circumcised. However, they also suggest that, in 2015,
around six in ten girls will continue to be circumcised by their 18th birthday unless further changes occur
in the attitudes supporting the practice.

Table 16.3 presents the variation in the current prevalence of circumcision, the mother’ s intention
with regard to circumcision, and expected prevalence of circumcision at age 18 by the girl’s current age
and selected demographic and socio-economic background characteristics. Overall, the results show that
residence is strongly associated with the likelihood a daughter will be circumcised now or in the future.
The percentage of women who have at least one daughter who had been circumcised or who intend to
have their daughter circumcised in the future is 53 percent in urban areas compared to nearly 80 percent
in rural areas. The percentage of daughters who are or are likely to be circumcised in the future is lowest
in the Urban Governorates (45 percent) and the Frontier Governorates (43 percent) and highest in rural
Upper Egypt (83 percent).
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Table 16.3 Current and expected prevalence of female circumcision among girls by background characteristics

Percentage of girls age 0-17 years who are currently circumcised, percentage who are not yet circumcised but whose mothers intend that the girl will be circumcised in the future, and
percentage expected to be circumcised by age 18 taking into account the current circumcision status and mother’s intention by the girl’s current age, according to selected background
characteristics, Egypt 2005

< 9 years 9-12 years 12-17 years Total 0-17 years
Expected Expected Expected Expected
Mother to be Mother to be Mother to be Mother to be
Background Cir- intends to  circumcised Cir- intends to  circumcised Cir- intends to circumcised Cir- intends to circumcised Number
characteristic cumcised circumcise by age 18  cumcised circumcise by age 18 cumcised circumcise by age 18 cumcised circumcise by age 18 of girls
Mother’s age
15-19 0.0 69.0 69.0 na na na na na na 0.0 69.0 69.0 217
20-24 1.7 65.9 67.6 55.3 41.9 97.2 na na na 2.0 65.8 67.8 1,841
25-29 2.5 60.6 63.1 29.2 45.6 74.8 51.7 27.3 79.0 5.3 59.0 64.3 3,847
30-34 4.0 57.6 61.6 36.5 38.7 75.2 79.1 9.1 88.2 21.6 46.8 68.4 4,471
35-39 5.2 56.9 62.1 35.5 32.3 67.8 76.2 5.5 81.7 37.9 325 70.4 4,897
40-44 5.7 54.9 60.6 38.8 28.4 67.2 71.5 4.8 76.3 46.5 23.5 70.0 3,315
45-49 7.2 56.1 63.3 44.1 30.2 74.3 70.8 4.0 74.8 54.9 18.1 73.0 2,041
Urban-rural residence
Urban 2.1 45.7 47.8 27.6 26.5 54.1 57.8 4.6 62.4 21.2 31.5 52.7 7,803
Rural 4.3 68.2 72.5 42.7 38.9 81.6 83.3 5.9 89.2 31.7 46.8 78.5 12,825
Place of residence
Urban Governorates 1.1 38.8 39.9 19.7 25.2 44.9 50.4 4.6 55.0 16.8 27.8 44.6 3,015
Lower Egypt 0.9 61.2 62.1 33.9 37.2 71.1 74.3 5.1 79.4 26.4 41.9 68.3 8,385
Urban 0.4 42.3 42.7 22.8 26.3 49.1 51.4 5.7 57.1 18.6 29.3 47.9 1,996
Rural 1.0 66.8 67.8 37.6 40.8 78.4 81.7 4.9 86.6 28.8 45.9 74.7 6,388
Upper Egypt 6.7 66.3 73.0 45.8 35.1 80.9 81.1 6.0 87.1 32.8 45.2 78.0 8,963
Urban 4.4 57.2 61.6 40.6 29.4 70.0 71.2 3.8 75.0 28.3 38.3 66.6 2,636
Rural 7.6 70.0 77.6 47.8 37.4 85.2 85.4 6.9 92.3 34.7 48.1 82.8 6,327
Frontier Governorates 3.0 32.4 35.4 341 12.1 46.2 55.4 2.7 58.1 22.6 20.7 43.3 265
Education
No education 5.6 73.4 79.0 45.8 39.5 85.3 83.8 6.0 89.8 39.1 44.7 83.8 8,204
Some primary 3.4 72.2 75.6 38.2 43.8 82.0 77.4 5.9 83.3 36.0 43.6 79.6 2,393
Primary complete/some
Secondary 3.9 64.5 68.4 37.4 33.0 70.4 76.2 5.1 81.3 24.8 46.5 71.3 2,750
Secondary complete/higher 1.7 44.4 46.1 24.0 23.5 47.5 47.9 3.9 51.8 13.3 34.0 47.3 7,281
Work status
Working for cash 2.5 49.2 51.7 26.7 29.1 55.8 56.9 5.0 61.9 24.4 31.3 55.7 3,470
Not Working for cash 3.7 61.5 65.2 39.5 35.5 75.0 77.7 5.5 83.2 28.4 43.0 71.4 17,158
Wealth quintile
Lowest 4.5 76.2 80.7 40.0 47.5 87.5 82.9 8.0 90.9 33.1 51.9 85.0 4,592
Second 5.2 69.9 75.1 47.9 35.1 83.0 85.7 5.1 90.8 34.1 46.6 80.7 4,203
Middle 4.2 64.9 69.1 443 34.5 78.8 81.8 4.1 85.9 30.3 44.6 74.9 4,162
Fourth 2.0 51.1 53.1 31.2 34.1 65.3 69.7 5.8 75.5 23.6 37.2 60.8 4,017
Highest 1.1 31.6 32.7 20.3 15.9 36.2 41.7 3.1 44.8 15.3 21.1 36.4 3,653
Total 3.5 59.7 63.2 37.0 34.2 71.2 73.6 5.4 79.0 27.7 41.0 68.7 20,628

na = Not applicable




The proportion of girls who are currently circumcised or expected to be circumcised in the future
decreases with the mother’ s educational attainment and with wealth status. Notably, 36 percent of girlsin
the highest wealth quintile are expected to be circumcised by the time they reach age 18 compared to 85
percent of girlsin the lowest wealth quintile.

The results in Table 16.3 also show that there are marked differences within subgroups by cohort
in the expected prevalence of circumcision, i.e., the sum of the percentage aready circumcised and the
percentage whose mothers express an intention to circumcise the girls in the future. For all groups,
however, the expected prevalence is highest among girls age 12-17 and lowest among girls less than 9
years of age. For example, the expected prevalence declines from alevel of 62 percent among urban girls
age 12-17 to 48 percent among urban girls under age 9. Cohort trends in circumcision levels are evident
even for groups where the prevalence of circumcision remains high, e.g., among girls in rura Upper
Egypt, the expected prevalence decreases from 92 percent among girls 12-17 years to 78 percent among
girls under age 9.

16.2 CIRCUMCISION EXPERIENCE OF DAUGHTERS

As part of the circumcision history, EDHS respondents were asked about the age at which the
daughter had been circumcised and the person who performed the circumcision for each of the daughters
reported as circumcised. Table 16.4 presents the distribution of the circumcised girls 0-17 years according
to the age at circumcision. More than half of the girls were between seven and ten years of age at the time
of circumcision, and virtually al girls were circumcised before age 13. The median age at the time of the
circumcision for daughtersis 10 years, with girls tending to be circumcised at a somewhat younger age in
Upper Egypt and a somewhat older age in Lower Egypt than this average.

Table 16.4 Age at circumcision among girls by residence
Percent distribution of girls age 0-17 years reported by their mother to have been circumcised by age at circumcision, according to
urban-rural residence and place of residence Egypt 2005

Urban Lower Egypt Upper Egypt Frontier
Age at Gover- Gover-
circumcision Urban Rural  norates  Total Urban  Rural  Total  Urban  Rural  norates  Total
<3 2.0 3.6 0.6 0.3 0.4 0.3 5.8 3.8 6.4 0.4 3.1
3-4 2.0 4.1 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.5 6.3 3.7 7.1 3.9 3.5
5-6 9.4 11.6 6.5 4.0 2.2 4.3 17.0 14.9 17.8 9.2 11.0
7-8 17.5 16.4 17.3 13.5 11.7 13.8 18.8 19.8 18.5 28.3 16.7
9-10 42.7 38.7 51.3 50.3 44.0 51.6 299 359 27.9 46.0 399
11-12 21.6 19.1 19.1 24.9 36.0 22.7 16.3 16.9 16.0 11.2 19.8
13-14 3.4 4.8 4.1 5.3 4.1 5.5 3.9 2.7 4.3 0.4 4.4
15-17 0.4 0.7 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.5 0.8 1.0 0.8 0.3 0.6
Don’know/missing 1.0 1.0 0.3 0.8 1.1 0.7 1.2 1.4 1.2 0.2 1.0
Total percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number 1,658 4,062 507 2,213 371 1,843 2,940 747 2,193 60 5,720
Median age 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.4 10.7 10.4 9.1 9.4 9.0 9.5 10.0

Regarding the person performing the circumcision, Table 16.5 shows that trained medical
personnel performed almost three-quarters of the circumcisions. Dayas (traditional birth attendants)
performed the majority of the remaining circumcisions. Dayas performed more circumcisions in rural
Upper Egypt than in other areas, however, even in rural Upper Egypt, the majority of all circumcisions
were performed by medical personnel.
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Table 16.5 Person performing circumcisions among girls by residence
Percent distribution of girls age 0-17 years reported by their mother to have been circumcised by persons performing the circumcision,
according to urban-rural residence and place of residence Egypt 2005

Urban Lower Egypt Upper Egypt Frontier
Person performing Gover- Gover-
circumcision Urban  Rural norates Total Urban  Rural  Total Urban  Rural norates Total
Doctor 72.5 65.6 69.9 71.1 75.6 70.2 64.7 72.5 62.0 62.2 67.6
Nurse/other health worker 8.1 6.4 10.1 8.2 9.9 7.9 5.3 5.9 5.1 12.6 6.9
Daya 17.5 24.4 19.2 16.2 12.2 17.0 27.7 19.4 30.5 22.0 22.4
Barber 0.4 1.5 0.0 2.3 0.4 2.7 0.6 0.6 0.6 1.1 1.2
Ghagaria 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.9 0.0 1.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 1.2 0.4
Other 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.1 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.1
Don't know 1.2 1.3 0.8 1.1 1.9 0.9 1.5 1.2 1.6 0.9 1.3
Total percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number 1,658 4,062 507 2,213 371 1,843 2,940 747 2,193 60 5,720

16.3 SUPPORT FOR FEMALE CIRCUMCISION

The 2005 EDHS obtained information about whether the practice of circumcision was perceived
to be required by religious precepts or not, whether women themselves believed the practice of female
circumcision should be continued or not, and whether they think men support continuation of the practice.

Table 16.6 shows six in ten ever-married women age 15-49 believe that female circumcision is a
religious requirement. The percentage of women considering circumcision to be required by religion
tends to increase with age, and it is higher among rural than urban women. Women who have a secondary
or higher education are much less likely than less educated women to believe that circumcision is
mandated by religion. Women in the highest wealth quintile are the least likely to consider circumcision
to be required by religion.

According to results of the 2005 EDHS, two-thirds of ever-married women age 15-49 feel that the
practice of circumcison should continue. Fifty-four percent of women believe that men support
continuation of the practice of circumcision. Marked differences in these indicators are evident according
to the woman’ s background characteristics. Urban residents are less likely than rural residents to believe
circumcision should be continued or to feel men support continuation of the practice. Both a woman’'s
educational level and wedlth status are negatively related to the likelihood that she supports the
continuation of the practice of circumcision or believes that men want the practice to be continued.

Although support for circumcision is still widespread among women, Figure 16.1 shows there has
been some change over time in women’s attitudes about circumcision. Fewer women supported continua-
tion of the practice at the time of the 2005 survey than in 2000 or in 1995. Women also were less likely to
believe that men wanted the practice to continue in 2005 than in 2000.
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Table 16.6 Attitude about continuation of female circumcision by background characteristics
Percentage of women age 15-49 who believe circumcision is required by religious precepts and percent distributions of ever-married
women age 15-49 by the woman’s own attitude and their perceptions about men's attitude toward the continuation of the practice of
female circumcision, according to selected background characteristics, Egypt 2005
Percentage
saying
circumcision Women's perception about Number
is required Women's attitude about practice men's attitudes of ever-
Background by religious Be Not Total Be Not Total married
characteristic precepts  Continue stopped  sure percent Continue stopped  sure percent  women
Age
15-19 57.8 70.0 17.7 12.3 100.0 54.1 13.4 32,5 100.0 803
20-24 59.1 67.3 22.3 10.5 100.0 53.7 16.8 29.5 100.0 2,968
25-29 59.1 66.0 24.0 10.0 100.0 53.6 19.9 26.5 100.0 3,785
30-34 60.3 65.9 24.6 9.5 100.0 55.1 20.7 24.2 100.0 3,209
35-39 61.5 68.0 23.1 8.9 100.0 53.5 21.0 25.5 100.0 3,191
40-44 63.0 67.8 24.5 7.8 100.0 53.3 23.0 23.7 100.0 2,859
45-49 63.1 70.4 22.5 7.1 100.0 56.8 20.5 22.7 100.0 2,659
Urban-rural residence
Urban 52.6 55.3 35.0 9.6 100.0 44.3 30.4 25.2 100.0 8,033
Rural 66.5 76.1 15.0 8.8 100.0 61.2 12.7 26.1 100.0 11,441
Place of residence
Urban Covernorates 50.2 49.3 41.6 9.0 100.0 37.1 39.8 23.1 100.0 3,293
Lower Egypt 63.1 67.6 22.5 9.8 100.0 55.9 16.4 27.8 100.0 8,410
Urban 52.0 52.6 35.8 11.6 100.0 45.6 25.3 29.1 100.0 2,199
Rural 67.0 73.0 17.8 9.2 100.0 59.5 13.2 27.3 100.0 6,211
Upper Egypt 63.1 759 155 86 1000 603 148 249  100.0 7,552
Urban 56.8 66.7 24.5 8.8 100.0 53.4 21.5 25.1 100.0 2,411
Rural 66.1 80.2 11.3 8.5 100.0 63.5 11.6 24.9 100.0 5,141
Frontier Governorates 48.7 48.7 44.9 6.5 100.0 41.8 43.3 14.9 100.0 218
Education
No education 68.1 80.6 11.3 8.1 100.0 64.4 11.1 24.5 100.0 6,740
Some primary 68.4 77.6 13.2 9.3 100.0 59.0 14.1 26.8 100.0 2,197
Primary complete/some
secondary 62.1 69.9 21.9 8.2 100.0 56.8 18.0 25.2 100.0 2,719
Secondary complete/higher 51.8 52.7 37.0 10.3 100.0 433 30.0 26.7 100.0 7,818
Work status
Working for cash 54.3 55.9 35.5 8.6 100.0 44.7 31.0 24.3 100.0 3,288
Not working for cash 62.1 69.9 20.8 9.3 100.0 56.2 17.8 26.0 100.0 16,186
Wealth quintile
Lowest 68.1 81.9 9.2 8.9 100.0 64.1 9.4 26.5 100.0 3,565
Second 67.3 78.6 12.6 8.8 100.0 63.2 11.8 25.0 100.0 3,778
Middle 64.9 73.3 17.5 9.2 100.0 59.2 15.4 25.4 100.0 3,931
Fourth 59.0 62.9 27.3 9.8 100.0 50.8 21.8 27.4 100.0 4,137
Highest 46.0 43.7 47.2 9.1 100.0 36.1 39.6 24.3 100.0 4,063
Total 60.8 67.5 23.3 9.2 100.0 54.3 20.0 25.7 100.0 19,474
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Figure 16.1 Trends in Attitudes toward Female Circumcision,
Egypt 1995-2005

82

75
68

1995 2000 2005

EWants practice ElBelieves men want
to continue practice to continue

EDHS 2005

16.4 REASONS FOR SUPPORT OF FEMALE CIRCUMCISION

To gain a better understanding of Egyptian women’'s reasons for supporting the practice of
circumcision, the EDHS included several statements about circumcision with which women were asked to
agree or disagree. Table 16.7 shows that around 60 percent of ever-married women age 15-49 think that
the husband prefers the wife to be circumcised. Furthermore, many women see circumcision as ensuring
that a woman will remain faithful to her husband; around half of women agree that circumcision prevents
adultery.

The results in Table 16.7 also suggest that comparatively few women recognize potential adverse
consequences of the practice for women. For example, 32 percent of women agree with the statement that
circumcision can cause severe complications that may lead to a girl’s death. An even smaller proportion
of women believe that childbirth is more difficult for circumcised women than for other women (13
percent).

Table 16.7 shows that women living in rural areas in Upper Egypt and women in the lowest
wealth quintile are most likely to believe that men prefer wives to be circumcised (75 percent and 74
percent, respectively). Women in the highest wealth quintile and women living in the Urban Governorates
are least likely to share this belief; however even among these groups, around four in ten women agree
that men prefer their wives to be circumcised. Except for women in the highest wealth quintile, more
than four in ten women in all of the subgroups shown in Table 16.7 believe that circumcision prevents
adultery.
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Table 16.7 Beliefs about female circumcision by background characteristics

Percentage of ever-married women age 15-49 who agree with various statements about female
circumcision, according to selected background characteristics, Egypt 2005

Makes Number of

Background Husbands ~ Prevents Can lead to childbirth ever-married
characteristic prefer adultery  girl's death difficult women
Age
15-19 62.9 52.0 28.1 14.1 803
20-24 61.9 54.6 30.1 13.4 2,968
25-29 61.2 52.5 33.2 12.7 3,785
30-34 60.9 54.7 36.2 13.5 3,209
35-39 61.3 549 32.8 129 3,191
40-44 59.0 54.1 32.1 13.6 2,859
45-49 62.9 55.7 30.5 12.4 2,659
Urban-rural residence
Urban 49.4 47.2 38.6 12.1 8,033
Rural 69.6 59.1 28.1 13.8 11,441
Place of residence
Urban Governorates 42.5 42.3 45.6 13.5 3,293
Lower Egypt 61.5 54.9 39.9 15.4 8,410
Urban 49.2 46.4 47.5 12.7 2,199
Rural 65.8 57.9 37.3 16.4 6,211
Upper Egypt 69.7 59.0 18.1 10.3 7,552
Urban 59.5 55.3 20.5 9.3 2,411
Rural 74.5 60.7 17.0 10.8 5,141
Frontier Governorates 44.2 43.4 40.1 14.5 218
Education
No education 72.8 61.0 22.1 13.4 6,740
Some primary 67.8 62.0 25.1 13.3 2,197
Primary complete/some secondary 63.1 56.6 29.7 14.0 2,719
Secondary complete/Higher 48.9 453 443 12.5 7,818
Work status
Working for cash 49.0 45.9 44.2 13.5 3,288
Not working for cash 63.8 55.9 30.0 13.0 16,186
Wealth quintile
Lowest 74.3 57.9 21.4 14.6 3,565
Second 71.9 64.0 24.6 13.6 3,778
Middle 65.2 60.0 29.3 13.8 3,931
Fourth 56.5 51.8 36.3 11.8 4,137
Highest 40.9 38.8 48.5 12.1 4,063
Total 61.3 54.2 324 13.1 19,474

The belief that circumcision may lead to a girl’s death is more prevalent among urban women,
highly educated women, women working for cash, and women in the highest wealth quintile than among
other women in Egypt. However, even in these groups, the majority of women do not believe that
circumcision has this adverse consequence.

16.5 EXPOSURE TO INFORMATION ABOUT CIRCUMCISION

Table 16.8 summarizes findings from the EDHS concerning women’s exposure to information
about female circumcision and the channels through which women received information about
circumcision during the six-month period prior to the survey. Eight in ten women had received
information about female circumcision during the six months prior to the survey. Urban women, highly
educated women, women working for cash, and women in the highest wealth quintile were more likely
than other women to have received information about circumcision during the period.
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Regarding sources of information about circumcision, television was the primary source of
information. Among ever-married women, 93 percent reported that they received information about
female circumcision on television, and 19 percent had received information from their husband, other
relatives or friends and neighbors. Relatively few women cited other media or contacts with health
providers as a source from which they had received information about circumcision.

Table 16.8 Exposure to information regarding female circumcision by background characteristics
Percentage of ever-married women age 15-49 receiving information about female circumcision during the six-month period prior to the
survey, and percentage of women receiving any information naming various sources of information, according to background characteristics,
Egypt 2005
Number of
Percentage Source from which women saw/heard about female circumcision ever-married
receiving women
information Hustl;and/ receiving
recentl Number other information
abouty of ever- Health worker relatives/ about female
Background female married Other Any  Home Facility  friends/ circumcision
characteristic circumcision women v media'  contact  visit visit neighbors  Other? recently
Age
15-19 71.8 803 92.8 3.8 0.8 0.0 0.8 16.7 0.8 577
20-24 76.5 2,968 93.1 4.2 3.0 0.3 2.8 19.4 0.9 2,272
25-29 80.6 3,785 93.5 6.6 3.6 0.5 3.3 18.1 0.6 3,052
30-34 82.5 3,209 92.8 7.1 4.7 0.4 4.3 21.4 1.4 2,646
35-39 81.1 3,191 92.8 7.5 3.8 0.5 3.4 19.7 0.9 2,587
40-44 80.2 2,859 91.1 8.8 4.0 0.3 3.8 19.1 1.5 2,294
45-49 77.9 2,659 93.7 6.6 3.4 0.5 2.9 17.8 0.9 2,070
Urban-rural residence
Urban 86.0 8,033 94.4 8.1 4.4 0.3 4.2 17.6 1.1 6,905
Rural 75.1 11,441 91.6 5.6 3.0 0.4 2.7 20.5 0.9 8,592
Place of residence
Urban Governorates 88.3 3,293 93.3 8.9 5.7 0.3 5.4 17.9 1.3 2,908
Lower Egypt 76.9 8,410 92.6 9.8 3.4 0.4 3.1 20.6 0.8 6,471
Urban 82.4 2,199 95.0 12.8 4.3 0.4 4.1 18.8 1.1 1,812
Rural 75.0 6,211 91.6 8.7 3.1 0.4 2.7 21.3 0.6 4,659
Upper Egypt 79.0 7,552 93.0 2.3 2.9 04 26 18.3 1.1 5,965
Urban 86.6 2,411 95.3 3.0 2.7 0.3 2.5 16.2 0.8 2,087
Rural 75.4 5,141 91.8 1.9 3.0 0.5 2.6 19.4 1.2 3,878
Frontier Governorates 70.5 218 90.5 3.7 4.7 0.1 4.6 20.0 0.9 154
Education
No education 71.5 6,740 90.3 3.4 2.4 0.4 2.1 19.8 1.0 4,818
Some primary 76.7 2,197 91.3 3.2 3.2 0.3 2.9 20.8 0.7 1,686
Primary complete/some
secondary 80.7 2,719 92.4 4.2 2.3 0.2 2.1 22.3 1.0 2,193
Secondary complete/higher 87.0 7,818 95.3 10.7 5.1 0.4 4.8 17.3 1.1 6,800
Work status
Working for cash 84.3 3,288 92.2 12.2 8.9 1.0 8.2 19.8 1.3 2,773
Not working for cash 78.6 16,186 93.0 5.5 2.5 0.3 2.3 19.0 0.9 12,724
Wealth quintile
Lowest 68.4 3,565 88.1 3.2 3.3 0.5 2.8 22.9 0.9 2,438
Second 75.5 3,778 91.4 3.5 2.3 0.4 1.9 20.1 0.7 2,851
Middle 77.8 3,931 93.0 4.6 3.3 0.4 2.9 18.3 0.8 3,060
Fourth 85.2 4,137 94.9 7.5 3.9 0.3 3.7 18.4 1.3 3,527
Highest 89.2 4,063 95.2 12.5 5.1 0.3 4.8 17.5 1.2 3,622
Total 79.6 19,474 92.9 6.7 3.7 0.4 3.3 19.2 1.0 15,497
" Includes radio, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, brochure or poster
% Includes community meeting, religious leader and other responses
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