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Use table at purchasers’ prices (partly) 



A product balance. At purchasers’ prices 
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Supply Use 

The Supply/Use table (SUT) is a large 
table where each row contains 
information of a single product. 
The columns describe the type of 
supply and use of the product. 
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Use of classifications in the Supply and use table 
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Using the column totals we can calculate GDP from the SUT. 

From supply side: 
Production 
- Intermediate consumption 
+ Taxes and subsidies on products 
= Gross Domestic Product 

From the use side: 
   Household final consumption 
+ Consumption of GG 
+ Consumption of NPISH 
+ Gross capital formation 
+ Export of goods and services 
-  Import of goods and services 
= Gross Domestic Product 
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Column totals for output can be 
combined with column totals for 
intermediate consumption to 
calculate GVA by ISIC 

SBS 

From GFS, LFS, HBS and ASIP we can 
get figures for estimating the 
income side of GDP 
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Total output 
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Gross Value Added Σ 
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Gross Operating 
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Mixed income 
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On the supply side 
HBS may give us 
figures for informal 
production – mainly 
agriculture, trade 
and construction 

On the use side HBS gives 
us figures for household 
final consumption and it 
may give us some Gross 
Capital formation, for 
instance  in construction 
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The Agricultural census gives us 
information on production of 
agricultural products and 
intermediate consumption for 
the agricultural industry 
distributed by products 
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A survey of industrial production 
may also provide information on 
intermediate consumption, 
changes in stocks and other 
capital formation for 
manufacturing 
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Government Finance Statistics 
and Survey on NPISH gives us 
information on production, gross 
capital formation and 
consumption of GG and NPISH. 
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Product statistics for service 
industries is often missing. 
Products are typically defined = 
the outputs from each industry. 
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Surveys of cost structures in service 
industries may be available with a 
more or less regular frequency 
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Import 
Export 

Statistics on import and export 
of goods distributed by HS and 
the Balance of Payment 
information of services gives us 
the columns for import and 
export. 
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Inputdata: Use at purchasers’ prices. 



 Agricultural statistics will often contain information on inputs of 

agricultural products as well as fuel, fertilizers, chemicals and some 

agricultural services. Some minor inputs of goods and input of 

services may not be specified. An estimate of total intermediate 

consumption is probably available.  

 It is important that values for output and input in agriculture are 

measured in a consistent way (including or excluding own use for 

fodder or cereals traded between agricultural units). 

 Surveys of inputs in horticulture, forestry and fisheries may exist. 

Otherwise such inputs will need to be based on less reliable data or 

assumptions. 

 

Source data for input in agriculture etc. 



 In these industries total intermediate consumption is usually based 

on accounts statistics. The distributions by products should be based 

on surveys on the use of raw materials and services. Information 

may be collected annually, with regular intervals or for a few 

benchmark years.  

 Surveys will usually cover enterprises/establishments above a  

certain threshold. Inputs in smaller enterprises and informal 

production may have an input structure that differs from the structure 

found in surveys. Grossing up may introduce some uncertainty and 

the values can be changed during balancing of supply and use. 

Source data for mining and 
manufacturing 



 The bigger enterprises/establishments are probably covered by 

some kinds of accounts statistic. There may exist information of input 

structure in big enterprises, but the necessary grossing up may add 

uncertainty to this kind of information.  

 In the end it can be the availability of materials and services for 

construction purposes that – within reasonable bounds – determine 

the total as well as the structure of intermediate consumption.  

Input in construction 



 The values for market producers covered by accounts statistics will 
usually need some grossing up. Information on input structures can 
be scarce for several of these industries.  

 NPISHs and some extrabudgetary units of general government may 
also be poorly covered by surveys, but a few may publish useful 
information in their annual reports. 

 Where no information is available, initial input structures will need to 
be based on analogies with similar industries and common sense. 

 Intermediate consumption of general government should add up to 
figures based on government accounts. It may be possible to get 
access to the detailed information on purchases within the sectors of 
government. If such data is coded, it will usually be by GFS-codes 
that will need to be translated into the SUT-products, transaction 
codes and COFOC groups.  

 

 

 

Input in service industries 



 Compensation of employees including social contributions can be 

found in accounts statistics, but such data will usually need to be 

adjusted to national accounts concepts and grossed up. 

 An alternative is use information from tax-collecting authorities. 

 In some countries, data for a number of industries are based on 

labour-force surveys, household budget surveys, occasional 

industrial censuses or population cencusses. 

 Other taxes less subsidies on production can be obtained from 

government finances for each type of tax. Distribution by industries 

may need to be made in proportion to the items to which they relate. 

 Finally the residual is gross operating surplus and gross mixed 

income. 

The GVA-part of the table. 



 Household consumption is usually shown as columns for 

consumption groups classified by COICOP, for instance on a 3- or 4-

digit level. 

 Data sources are: 

 Household budget surveys grossed up to total population. HBS’s are 

classified by a detailed COICOP that needs converted to the chosen SUT- 

product classification. If a HBS is not available for the year for which the 

SUTs are being compiled. It can then be necessary to adjust HBS-figures 

for price- and volume developments. 

 Retail trade surveys. They may omit some purchases made by 

households and include some purchases by businesses, but they are 

useful as indicators for the consumption groups development over time. 

 

Household final consumption 



 The values for final consumption of NPISH and general government 

are determined by the supply from these units. 

 In some countries NPISHs may produce a significant share of 

services within health, education or social protection. If NPISH is 

important, it can be broken down according to COPNI or COICOP.  

 Final consumption of general government can be subdivided into 

individual or collective.  

 Individual consumption can be split according to whether it is purchased 

from market producers or is produced by general government itself.  

 Individual consumption can be classified by COICOP and COFOG 

 Collective consumption can be classified by COFOG 

 

Final consumption of NPISHs and general 
government 



 Gross fixed capital formation:  

 Source data can have big variation in quality. In some countries annual figures 

for investment by products are collected together with information on industry 

outputs for industries within manufacturing and some service industries.  

 In other countries data on investment is only collected in the form of totals for a 

few types of investment goods from enterprises that are covered by accounts 

statistics. Or by irregular surveys in specific industries. 

 Special areas as IT-investment or R&D can, however, be covered by surveys. 

 The level of detail in the use-table will of cause depend on available data. 

It should, however, at least be possible to distribute GFCF between 

columns for main categories of investment. 

 Many products are primarily used for investment purposes. A “Product-

flow” approach can be applied to the distribution of these products. One 

should utilize all available information: Budgets for projects within general 

government or publicly owned enterprises, building-, and motor-registers 

etc., annual reports, home-pages of enterprises involved in big projects. 

 

Gross fixed capital formation 



 Basted on accounts statistics it is usually possible to distinguish 

between different types of inventories: 

 Materials and supplies 

 Work-in-progress and finished goods 

 Goods for resale 

 Source data  on inventories will typically consist in values without a 

distribution by products and with opening and closing stocks valued 

at different price levels. 

 To be used in the SUT-environment inventory changes must be 

distributed by products using a set of credible assumptions and the 

changes shall be cleaned for holding gains or -losses. 

Changes in inventories 



 As for import foreign trade statistics will usually contain information 

on goods by detailed HS or CN.  

 What was said on imports also applies here. However, source data 

on exports are entered into the system at purchasers’ prices. When 

the valuation layers are populated with values, exports at basic 

prices can be found by subtracting the margins and net-taxes (in 

practice: subsidies)  

 Like import, export of services is usually based on balance of 

payments statistics where it vas classified by EBOPS. 

 As a consequence of the CIF-FOB adjustment mentioned under 

imports, the domestically produced share of the difference between 

CIF- and FOB valuation of imported goods should be added to 

export of transport and insurance. 

 

Exports.  


