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I.   PURPOSE OF THE WORKSHOP 
 
1. Two UNECE seminars on Statistical Data Collection have taken place, in September 2012 and 
September 2013, at the request of the Bureau of the Conference of European Statisticians and in response to 
demand from members of the data collection community.  At the 2013 seminar, participants called for closer 
collaboration between the data collection and communication communities within statistical offices.  The 
organizing committees for data collection and for statistical communication have therefore elected to hold their 
2015 meetings back-to-back, permitting a joint day in which the two communities can exchange ideas and 
experiences and forge a shared vision for future work and priorities. 
  
2. The 2015 data collection event will be a workshop, emphasizing to the greatest extent possible the need 
for participant involvement and interaction.  The agenda of the workshop will include target-driven small group 
discussions, practical demonstrations, a panel discussion, posters and short presentations, in addition to the 
more traditional presentations and written papers.  Delegates will be asked to contribute to the formulation of 
concrete proposals for internationally-coordinated work in the field of data collection, contributing to the work 
programme of the Modernisation Committee on Products and Sources. 
  
3. The target audience for the workshop includes senior and middle-level managers responsible for data 
collection activities and new data sources, across all statistical domains.   
 
 
II.   AGENDA OF THE WORKSHOP 
 
4. The workshop will be hosted by the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics.   
 
5. The first day of the workshop will be held jointly with the workshop on communication of statistics, 
which will take place at the same venue from 27 to 29 April.  Delegates are welcome to attend either or both of 
these workshops.   
 
6. The programme of the workshop will consist of the following substantive topics: 
 

(i) Linking Data Collection and Communication 
(ii) New Tools and Methods 
(iii) Evaluation, Management and Integration of Multiple Data Sources 
(iv) Risk Management for Innovative Sources of Official Statistics 
(v) Collaborating for the Modernisation of Statistical Data Collection. 

 
7. Detailed explanatory notes on the nature and expected outcomes of these topics are provided in Section 
VI of this Information Notice.   
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III.   PARTICIPATION AND ACCREDITATION 
  
8. Representatives of all Member States of the United Nations and of interested intergovernmental 
organizations are welcome to participate in the workshop.  Participants representing non-governmental 
organizations in a consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council may also attend.  
All participants must be accredited by the competent authorities of their country or international 
organization.   
 
9. All participants attending the seminar are requested to have a valid passport and, if required, a visa.  
Applications for visas should be made as soon as possible to the Embassy of the United States of America in the 
country in which the participant resides, with reference to the UNECE Workshop on Statistical Data Collection.  
A letter to facilitate obtaining a visa can be requested from the UNECE secretariat. 
 
10. Statistical offices and international organizations should inform the UNECE secretariat by Friday 6 
February 2015 if their organization intends to participate in the workshop.   
 
11. Participants should register online at http://bit.ly/13QhsNB by Friday 13 March 2015. 
 
 
IV. TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATION 
 
12. Participants and/or their offices are requested to make their own travel arrangements and hotel 
reservations.  The UNECE secretariat regrets not being able to offer any financial assistance regarding travel 
and accommodation arrangements. 
 
 
V.   DOCUMENTATION, METHODS OF WORK AND OFFICIAL LANGUAGES 
 
13. The official language of the workshop is English.  Any contributions should, therefore, be submitted in 
English only.  Contributions can include papers, presentations, demonstrations, posters and videos.  Other forms 
of contribution may be proposed.  Full guidelines for contribution will be given following the acceptance of 
abstracts.  At this stage, contributors should indicate the preferred format of their contributions but please note 
that due to the nature of the workshop, it may not be possible to allocate time to all proposed contributions. 
 
14. The following deadlines and requirements apply: 
  

 A short abstract of the proposed contribution should be submitted to the UNECE secretariat 
(either using the online form at http://bit.ly/1toFS9d or, if preferred, by email to the UNECE 
secretariat, steven.vale@unece.org) as soon as possible and by 6 February 2015 at the 
latest.  Information about the selection of contributions for the workshop, guidelines on 
formatting, and a reminder of deadlines will be sent to authors by email.   

 Any written papers must be received by Friday 27 March 2015 at the latest.   
 Any presentation slides, videos or other electronic materials should be sent to the UNECE 

secretariat by Friday 17 April 2015 at the latest. 
 Any equipment required for practical demonstrations must be provided by the participants. 

 
15. Papers will be made available on the UNECE website at the following location: 
http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2015.04.coll.html.  Presentations will be added to this web site after the 
workshop.  Presentations will not be made available to delegates before the meeting, unless requested by the 
presenters. 
 
16. Participants are encouraged to download the papers from the website and, where feasible, to use 
electronic devices to read papers in order to minimise paper use.  Documents posted on the website before the 
workshop will not be distributed in the conference room.   
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VI.   EXPLANATORY NOTES TO THE AGENDA 
 
(i) Linking Data Collection and Communication 
 
Session Organizer: Ms Frances Comerford, Central Statistics Office, Ireland (frances.comerford@cso.ie) 
 
17. This joint session between the Communication Workshop and the Data Collection Workshop will focus 
on what each group can do to enhance common work initiatives to the benefit of both.  Good communication is 
a cornerstone of many aspects of data collection.  Respondents are the life blood of our surveys.  When both of 
these strands come together to focus on how best we can help each other it should lead to some very interesting 
contributions.  Data Collection units work hard to combine good response rates with an acceptable level of 
burden on the respondent.  Communicating this effectively to respondents and giving them reasons to get 
involved with surveys can make a huge difference to our successful management of a survey campaign.  
Communicating the value of the data which respondents provide should be an important part of initiating a 
survey.  Contributions for this session may focus on any aspect of communicating with respondents, but some 
questions which could form an interesting basis for a contribution are: 
 

 Do Data Collection units have any idea of why some respondents choose not to respond? Do they not 
realise how important their input is? 

 What is the difference between communicating with respondents and communicating with data users? 
 Any examples of work undertaken jointly by Communication units and Data Collectors from which we 

can all learn? 
 
(ii) New Tools and Methods 
 
Session Organizer: Mr Barteld Braaksma, CBS Netherlands (bbka@cbs.nl)  
 
18. Technological developments are currently expanding the spectrum of possible tools for data collection 
in unprecedented ways.  To integrate them into data collection processes, innovative and usually automated 
approaches have to be implemented.  Examples include data collection from big data sources, use of mobile 
devices such as smartphones, tablets and wearables for either crowd sourcing or targeted interviewing, and 
more.  The new technologies bring with them new challenges in such areas as efficient processing, integration 
into a multi-source environment, privacy and security issues, and cooperation with partners outside official 
statistics.  Since the technologies and associated challenges have a global rather than national character, they 
present excellent opportunities for international collaboration.  This session will focus on strategic issues rather 
than detailed technical aspects, although concrete examples are very much welcomed.  Contributions to the 
session should address at least one of the following questions:  
 

 Where does core value of the new tools and methods that you present lie? 
 What are the main issues that you foresee, and how do you plan to solve them? 
 Do you see room for international collaboration and if so, how? 

 
(iii) Evaluation, Management and Integration of Multiple Data Sources 
 
Session Organizers: Mr John Eltinge, United States Bureau of Labor Statistics (eltinge.john@bls.gov) and Ms 
Sylvie Bonhomme, Statistics Canada (Sylvie.bonhomme@statcan.gc.ca)   
 
19. This session will focus on organization-level evaluation, management and integration of multiple data 
sources.  This may include topics traditionally addressed in mixed-mode sample surveys, as well as related 
issues that arise in efforts to replace some sample survey collection with the capture of nominally comparable 
data from administrative or commercial sources.  We especially encourage presenters to address several of the 
following questions, as appropriate for their organization’s current or previous experience with multiple data 
sources. 
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 What methods do you commonly use in the evaluation, management and integration of multiple data 
sources? 

 What empirical results have had an especially strong effect on your organization’s decisions regarding 
the use and integration of multiple data sources?  This might include results related to data quality, cost, 
burden or other factors. 

 What tools (e.g., methodological literature and software) has your organization found to be especially 
useful in the evaluation, management and integration of multiple data sources?  

 
Note:  Highly technical papers should not be the primary focus of presentations in this session, but may be cited 
as important background material. 
 
(iv) Risk Management for Innovative Sources of Official Statistics 
 
Session Organizers: Mr Johan Erikson, Statistics Sweden (johan.erikson@scb.se) and Mr Martin Karlberg, 
Eurostat (martin.karlberg@ec.europa.eu)   

20. While official statistics always has depended on the goodwill of data providers, many innovative 
sources take this dependency to another level.  Typically, with these new sources, the data collection process 
would be completely outside the control of statistical offices, and the partners would often be private entities, 
not other public authorities.  When official statistics producers rely on such sources they face business 
continuity issues, but also other risks such as coverage problems, volatility of data and fitness for use.   

To avoid a reiteration of known quality issues, the focus of contributions to this session should be on unrealised 
risks; if quality problems already exist from the outset, they needn’t be addressed in this session. 

Whereas the sources are innovative, traditional risk management tools still remain applicable.  Contributions are 
thus expected to provide structured and reasoned answers to as many as possible of the following questions: 

 Risk identification 
What are the possible risks associated with a specific type of innovative data source – in particular, 
which are the “new” risks, not seen with “traditional” data sources? (Conversely, which risks, if any, 
could be reduced by using an innovative data source?) 

 Risk assessment 
What is the likelihood and impact of the risks identified? 

 Risk options 
For the risks identified, which options (tolerate, treat, transfer, terminate) are advisable? 

  
(v) Collaborating for the Modernisation of Statistical Data Collection 
 
Session Organizer: Ms Jenine Borowik, Australian Bureau of Statistics (jenine.borowik@abs.gov.au)  

21. The High Level Group for the Modernisation of Statistical Production and Services (HLG) oversees 
development of frameworks, and the sharing of information, tools and methods which support the 
modernisation of statistical organizations.  The aim is to improve the efficiency of the statistical production 
process, and the ability to produce outputs that better meet user needs.  The HLG sponsors key strategic 
collaboration projects, including projects to develop a Common Statistical Production Architecture and a 
project on Big Data for Official Statistics.  This session of the workshop will use presentations, small group 
discussions and a panel discussion to: 

 update workshop participants’ understanding of the work of the High-Level Group on the 
Modernisation of Statistical Production and Services, with a specific focus on topics relevant to 
the modernisation of Products and Sources 

 distil the key issues, opportunities and risks identified during the workshop, and 
 develop a plan for the group to both contribute to and benefit from further international collaboration in 

modernisation.   
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VII. VENUE 
 
22. The workshop will take place at: 
 

The United States Bureau of Labor Statistics 
2 Massachusetts Avenue NE 
Washington, D.C.  20212 
United States of America 

 
A second information notice will be issued and made available on the meeting website in February 2015, giving 
details for locating and entering the building, along with additional logistical information. 
 
 
VIII. FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
23. For further information, please contact: 
 

Mr Steven Vale 
Statistical Division, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
Palais des Nations 
1211 Geneva 10 
Switzerland 
 
Tel: +41 22 917 3285 
Fax: +41 22 917 0040 
email: steven.vale@unece.org  

 
 


