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 I. Attendance 

1. The joint UNECE/Eurostat Work Session on Migration Statistics was held on 10-12 

September 2014 in Chisinau, Republic of Moldova. It was attended by participants from 

Albania, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Greece, Hungary, Italy, 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 

Republic of Moldova, Russian Federation, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 

Tajikistan, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine, United 

Kingdom, and Uzbekistan. The European Commission was represented by Eurostat. The 

Eurasian Economic Commission, the International Labour Organization (ILO), the 

International Organization for Migration (IOM), the United Nations Department of 

Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA), the United Nations Development Program 

(UNDP) and the Interstate Statistical Committee of the Commonwealth of Independent 

States (CISStat) were also represented. An expert from the Moscow State University 

(Russian Federation) participated at the invitation of the UNECE secretariat. 

2. A number of participants could attend the Work Session thanks to the financial 

support provided by the Russian Federation and the European Union.   

 II. Organization of the meeting 

3. Mr. Alfredo Bustos y de la Tijera from Mexico was elected as Chair of the meeting. 

4. The following substantive topics were discussed at the meeting: 

a) Experiences with using data from the 2010 round of censuses for measuring 

migration 

b) Migration behaviour, intention, and indicators of integration 

c) Better utilization of administrative data sources to measure migration 
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d) Measurement of “hard-to-count” migrant groups 

e) Emerging issues and methodologies for the measurement of migration 

5. The discussion at the meeting was based on papers that are available on the UNECE 

website.
1
 

 III. Recommendations for future work 

6.   Discussion of the results of April 2014 CES plenary session on migration statistics 

took place, including ways to implement some of their recommendations.  

7. The meeting proposed to establish task forces to pursue methodological work on the 

following topics: 

a) Integration of multiple data sources for measuring migration, including data 

sources within a country and between different countries, and good practices 

in communication between national statistical offices and producers of 

administrative data 

b) Assessment of the quality of migration data 

9. The meeting proposed that the next Work Session on Migration Statistics take place 

in 2016. The following topics were suggested for discussion in the 2016 Work Session: 

a) Use of administrative data 

b) Socio-economic characteristics of migrants and people with foreign 

background 

c) Labour migration and its impact on the labour market 

d) Dissemination and use of migration statistics for policymaking 

e) Asylum seekers and refugees 

f) Irregular migration 

g) Good practices in communication between national statistical offices and 

producers of administrative data 

h) Good practices in data exchange between countries 

i) Emerging issues, including new methods to estimate and project migration 

 IV. Adoption of the report of the meeting  

10. The present report was adopted during the closing session. 

11. A summary of the discussion in the substantive sessions of the meeting will be 

presented in an annex to this report, to be prepared by the secretariat after the meeting. 

 

    

  

  1 http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2014.10.migration2.html 


