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I. BACKGROUND  
 
1. In November 2012 the CES Bureau approved the Terms of Reference (ToR) for the 
UNECE Steering Group on Population and Housing Censuses and the nine task forces 
reporting to the Steering Group (doc. ECE/CES/BUR/2012/NOV/7). In view of the 
importance of the work, the Bureau asked to be informed about the progress and the 
deadlines with activities and outputs in this area every 12 months. 
 
2. The aim of the work is to review experience with the 2010 round of censuses in the 
UNECE region and develop a set of CES Recommendations for the 2020 census round in 
time for endorsement at the 2015 CES plenary session. The CES recommendations are valid 
for all ECE countries, including the EU member countries. 
 
3. The main objective of the Steering Group is to coordinate, provide advice and 
contribute to the UNECE programme on population and housing censuses. According to the 
ToR of the Steering Group, the following activities and outputs are planned: 
 
 (a) Finalize the questionnaire for the UNECE online survey on national practices 
in the 2010 census round, on the basis of inputs provided by the task forces. Expected 
output: final questionnaire for the online survey; 
 
 (b) Review the analyses carried out by the task forces on the basis of the results 
of the online survey, and provide feedback and advice for the finalization of the studies. 
Expected output: a series of studies on national practices in the 2010 round of censuses in 
the UNECE region, including outlines of changes proposed for the recommendations; 
 
 (c) Coordinate the work of the task forces, provide advice on the preparation of 
the CES Recommendations for the 2020 round and ensure their consistency. Expected 
output: CES Recommendations for the 2020 census round; 
 

For discussion and 
recommendations 

This document provides a progress report of the Steering Group and Task Forces on 
Population and Housing Censuses. The Bureau is invited to take note of the progress, and 
provide comments and recommendations on the next steps of work, particularly on the 
way to ensure relevance of the new CES census recommendations at the same time for 
countries with traditional censuses and countries with register-based censuses. 
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 (d) Provide advice to the UNECE secretariat for the organization of the Joint 
UNECE-Eurostat Meetings on Censuses in 2013 and 2014; 
 
 (e) Ensure coordination between the work on the preparation of the CES 
Recommendations for the 2020 round of censuses and that on the preparation of the UNSD 
global Principles and Recommendations for the 2020 round of censuses. 
 
II. PROGRESS OF WORK  
 

4. The activities coordinated by the Steering Group have been carried out as planned in 
the ToR. By October 2013, the Steering Group has prepared the questionnaire, supervised 
the survey on the practices of the 2010 census round and reviewed the reports that form the 
basis of individual chapters of the CES Recommendations for the 2020 census round. 
 
5. Between November 2012 and January 2013, the Steering Group coordinated the 
preparation of the questionnaire for an online survey on national practices in the 2010 census 
round. This included reviewing and harmonizing the inputs provided by the task forces, and 
drafting questions on topics not covered by the task forces. The online questionnaire was 
finalized in January 2013 and a Russian version was prepared with the support of CIS-
STAT.   
 
6. UNECE carried out the online survey – in English and Russian – between January and 
March 2013. No major problems were reported although the questionnaire was quite long 
and relatively complex. Two datasets with raw survey results were released in March and 
May 2013 for preparing reports on national practices in the 2010 census round in the 
UNECE region. The Steering Group provided guidelines on the suggested structure and style 
of these reports to guarantee consistency of the outputs.  
 
7. Between April and June 2013, the Steering Group reviewed the reports drafted by the 
task forces on the national practices in the 2010 round, and on the preparation of the 2020 
CES Recommendations in the various areas covered by the task forces. Various Steering 
Group members drafted similar reports for 11 topics not covered by the task force work.  
Each report was reviewed at least once by the Steering Group, and feedback was provided to 
the author(s) for finalization of the work.   
 
8. In preparing and reviewing the reports on the 2020 CES Census Recommendations, 
the Steering Group faced some challenges in ensuring that the new recommendations are 
relevant at the same time for countries with traditional censuses and to those with register-
based censuses. For instance, in most countries using register-based censuses some core 
topics of housing (i.e. water supply systems, toilet facilities, bathing facilities) are no longer 
relevant as indicators of poor housing. Also information on these topics may not be available 
from registers. However, in some countries with traditional censuses these topics are still 
relevant and the information is needed, for instance for monitoring progress towards 
Millennium Development Goals. One solution would be to maintain these as core topics in 
the new recommendations, but to allow countries where these issues are no longer relevant 
not to include them in the census. 
 
9. In May 2013, the Steering Group together with the UNECE secretariat drafted an 
agenda for the Joint UNECE-Eurostat Meeting on Censuses that will take place in Geneva 
from 30 September to 3 October 2013. The meeting will consider 31 reports on national 
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practices in the 2010 census round. The reports are now available on the meeting web page 
(http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2013.10.census1.html).  
 
III. FURTHER WORK 
 
10. A summary of the main outcomes of this meeting, that will take place a few days 
before the meeting of the CES Bureau, will be provided orally to the Bureau.  
 
11. Several members of the Steering Group will attend the expert meeting on the Revision 
of the Global Principles and Recommendations for Population and Housing Censuses, to be 
organized by UNSD in New York from 29 October to 1 November 2013. Up to now, the 
work has already been closely coordinated with the preparation of the United Nations 
Statistics Division’s (UNSD) work aiming at global Principles and Recommendations for the 
2020 round of censuses. 

* * * * * 


