
 

Outcomes of in-depth reviews carried out by the CES Bureau 2007-2013 

1. Business statistics 

Documentation: ECE/CES/BUR/2007/FEB/4 (IMF), Add.1 (Finland), Add.2/Rev.1 (UNSD), Add.3 

(UNECE), Add.4 (Eurostat), Add.5 (Canada) 

The Bureau reviewed strategic issues in business statistics in February 2007, and noted that the lack 

of guidelines and the question of coherence of business statistics are among the core issues in the area. 

The Bureau observed the number of international initiatives, notably the UN Friends of the Chair on 

the integrated approach to economic statistics, the Wiesbaden Group on Business Registers, and the 

European group on multinational enterprises. The Bureau saw a need for a wider vision of the 

directions in which business statistics should develop.  

 

Outcome 

In February 2008, the Bureau set up a small group to prepare an overview of a few key strategic 

issues, and to organize a CES seminar on Strategic issues in business statistics
1
 in June 2009. 

Following the CES seminar, the Task Force presented a proposal for further work. The Bureau 

decided not to launch new work on the topic. The Bureau decided that instead some papers on 

business microdata, user demand for business statistics and reduction of response burden would be 

drafted for discussion by the Bureau. This also led to updating the Guidelines on managing statistical 

confidentiality and microdata access with country case studies
2
. 

 

Related initiatives 

At the time of the in-depth review, EU had launched the programme for Modernisation of European 

Enterprise and Trade Statistics (MEETS) to further harmonize and streamline business and trade 

statistics. 

 

In 2006, the UNSC had recommended the operational use of an integrated approach to economic 

statistics and set up two consecutive Friends of the Chair groups to work on the issue. The second 

group with participation for example from Eurostat, IMF, OECD and UNECE extended the initial 

recommendations to Guidelines on Integrated Economic Statistics
3
 in 2012. The purpose was to 

provide a methodological tool and a compendium of case studies on the integrated approach. A 

website on good practices on integrated economic statistics was also published. 

 

2. SDMX initiative  

Documentation: ECE/CES/BUR/2007/FEB/2 and Add.1 (prepared by SDMX sponsors) 

 

The Bureau reviewed the Statistical Data and Metadata Exchange (SDMX) initiative in-depth in 

February 2007. The Bureau encouraged organization of capacity building workshops and use of 

existing meetings to spread awareness of the SDMX. The Bureau considered further development of 

the SDMX standards and tools important, in particular the extension of the SDMX applications to 

other areas like social statistics, demography, education, agriculture, etc. 

 

Outcome: 

New work was not launched. Regular UNECE/Eurostat/OECD work sessions on statistical metadata 

have included a number of presentations on SDMX tools and implementations. The 2010 Work 

Session was held back-to-back with the Expert Group on Statistical Data and Metadata Exchange 

(SDMX). From 2010 to 2013, a member of the UNECE Secretariat was the vice-chair of the SDMX 

Statistical Working Group, in a personal capacity. 
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The Statistical Metadata (METIS) Steering Group has prepared a series of guidelines in the form of a 

Common Metadata Framework
4
 which includes information about SDMX, along with other 

standards, in Part B: Metadata Concepts, Standards, Models and Registries. UNECE maintains a 

wiki
5
 on Statistical Metadata. 

 

Related initiatives 

There have been new developments in metadata standards, such as the development of the Generic 

Statistical Business Process Model
6
 (GSBPM), and more recently the Generic Statistical Information 

Model
7
 (GSIM). At the same time Data Documentation Initiative (DDI) standards are becoming 

increasingly popular with statistical organisations, particularly for managing microdata and associated 

metadata. UNECE-led work in this area focuses on integrating these different metadata standards 

within a coherent framework for the production of official statistics. This work is overseen by the 

High-level Group for the Modernisation of Statistical Production and Services
8
, set up in 2010 by the 

Bureau. 

 
3. Population statistics  

Documentation: ECE/CES/BUR/2007/FEB/3 (UNECE), Add.1 (UNSD) and Add.2 (Eurostat) 

The Bureau reviewed the strategic issues in population statistics in February 2007. The discussion 

focused on producing accurate population benchmark figures, including the particular difficulty of 

measuring migration. The discrepancies in population figures provided by national and international 

statistical offices were addressed. The CES recommendations for the 2010 censuses of population and 

housing had been just published in 2006. The Bureau asked for documenting best practices in the 

production of demographic projections and post-census revision of population estimates, for which a 

Terms of Reference was drafted.  

 

Outcome 

In June 2008, a CES seminar on measuring population movement and integration in a globalized 

world
9
 took place.  

 

In February and October 2008, the Bureau discussed the Terms of Reference for a Task Force on 

population projections. The Bureau decided not to set up a Task Force in view of the limited number 

of offers to participate in the work. Instead, the Bureau decided to continue the active work 

programme under the CES on migration and censuses as planned.  

 

UNECE continued to be involved in the area of population projections as a co-organiser of the 

meetings on demographic projections with Eurostat (2010, 2013). 

 

UNECE has recently set up a Census Wiki
10

 including information and material on census taking in 

different countries and a selection of papers on census methodology. Training videos
11

 on population 

and housing censuses are available on the web. 

 

Related initiatives 

In February 2012, the UNSC urged the regional commissions to continue to promote the exchange of 

country experience. The June 2012 CES seminar discussed challenges for future population and 
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housing censuses based on lessons learned from the last census round. The seminar provided input to 

the UNSC work on population and housing censuses.  

 

In November 2012, the Bureau set up a Steering Group and Task Forces on specific subjects to 

develop the recommendations for the 2020 round of population and housing censuses. Between 

November 2012 and October 2013, the Steering Group and the Task Forces have been working on the 

review of the 2010 census round and the preparations for the 2020 census round, according to the 

work plan adopted by the CES at its June 2012 Plenary session. 

 

4. Income, living conditions and poverty 

Documentation: ECE/CES/BUR/2007/OCT/2 (OECD), Add.1 (World Bank), Add.2 (UNECE), Add.3 

(the United States), Add. 4 (Austria) and Add.5 (Brazil) 

 

In October 2007, the Bureau reviewed statistics on income, living conditions and poverty, and agreed 

that a road map on the issues to be considered and practical actions to be undertaken should be 

developed.  

 

In October 2008, Statistics Canada presented a road map with options for further work on income, 

wealth and poverty measurement, and the Bureau concluded that work is needed in two directions: 

towards a narrower focus on practical implementation of the Canberra Group Handbook and towards 

an integrated framework of income, expenditures and wealth.  

 

In February 2009, the Bureau set up a Task Force to update the Canberra Group Handbook on 

household income statistics to reflect new developments in the measurement of income. The work on 

a wider scope at the global level could be considered under the UN framework by setting up a city 

group.  

 

Outcome: 

As an outcome of the Task Force’s work, the Conference endorsed the Canberra Group Handbook 

on Household Income Statistics, Second edition in June 2011. 

 

Related initiatives 

The OECD expert group on micro statistics on household income, consumption and wealth was set up 

in late 2010 to pursue the developing an integrated framework for at the micro level. As a result two 

publications came out in 2013: OECD Framework for statistics on the distribution of household 

income, consumption and wealth and OECD Guidelines for micro statistics on household wealth with 

input for example from Eurostat, UNECE and the World Bank. 

 

5. Gender and special population groups 

Documentation: ECE/CES/BUR/2007/OCT/3 (Italy) and Add.1  

The Bureau reviewed statistics on gender and special population groups in October 2007. 

 

This was done before the Global Forum on Gender Statistics, which was held in December 2007 and 

launched a Global Gender Statistics Programme and the Interagency and Expert Group on Gender 

Statistics (IAEG-GS). It was a 3-year initiative driven by the UN Statistical Division (UNSD), in 

close cooperation with other bodies of the UN and the World Bank, bringing together statisticians and 

users of gender statistics. 

 

In June 2007, the Conference discussed the outcome of the review and the Global Forum on Gender 

Statistics. The 60
th
 UNECE session also stressed the need to continue the work on gender statistics. 

 

The Bureau reviewed the progress of work of the Steering Group on gender statistics and related Task 

Forces on gender statistics training for statisticians and gender-based violence, and extended their 

ToRs in February 2008. 



 

Outcome 

The Bureau decided to review gender statistics again in a 2-3 years’ time.  

 

The Task Force on gender-based violence provided substantive input to the Global Programme, e.g. to 

the set of indicators
12

 on measuring violence against women, which was endorsed by UNSC in 

February 2009. The Task Force guided the development of a survey module
13

 designed for collecting 

data on the set of indicators agreed upon by UNSC. The module has thereafter been revised and pilot-

tested by all Regional Commissions, and it was finalised in 2011.  

 

Since 2009, UNECE participated with the other Regional Commissions in an inter-regional project 

funded from the United Nations Development Account. UNECE carried out a number of capacity 

building activities with support by the World Bank. These included 5 regional and 8 national training 

workshops on gender statistics in 2007-2010 and 3 training workshops on gender-based violence. In 

total, 13 training videos
14

 were prepared and are available in English and Russian.  

 

The manual Developing Gender Statistics: A Practical Tool
15

 was endorsed by the Conference of 

European Statisticians in June 2010. It represents a consolidated reference for producing information 

about gender differences, guides producers of gender statistics and assists in improving the 

availability of high-quality information on women and men. It has been translated into Spanish by the 

World Bank for use outside the ECE region. 

 

Related initiatives 

While the other Task Forces have finished their work, later in November 2010, the Bureau set up a 

new Task Force on indicators of gender equality. The draft report is planned to be submitted to the 

Conference for approval in April 2014, and to the Bureau for a review in October 2013. 

 

6. Environment statistics  

Documentation: ECE/CES/BUR/2008/FEB/2 (Eurostat), Add.1 (extract from the Database of 

International Statistical Activities), Add.2 (Germany) and Add.3 (UNECE). 

The Bureau reviewed environment statistics in depth in February 2008. The Bureau noted that 

coordination has improved in the area over the last years and that the main problem is the 

prioritization of the activities towards a coherent system of environment statistics. 

 

Outcome 

At the time, the Bureau decided not to launch any new activities, but to ask the United Nations 

Committee of Experts on Environmental-Economic Accounting (UN CEEA) to prepare a paper with a 

proposal on how to address these issues. In October 2008, the Bureau noted that the work on the 

System of Environmental-Economic Accounting (SEEA) is the highest priority of the UN CEEA, and 

including the global coordination of environment statistics into the equation may not be feasible.  

 

In 2009, CES and the UNECE Committee on Environmental Policy set up a Joint Task Force to 

improve the production and quality of environmental data in the countries of Eastern Europe, 

Caucasus and Central Asia, and South-East Europe. 

 

Related initiatives 

In 2012-2014 UNECE is conducting a capacity building project on indicators on environmental 

sustainability for East Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia with support from the UN Development 

Account. The project reviews current challenges on environmental indicators and has provided four 
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training workshops on waste statistics, sustainable development, SEEA and argi-environment 

statistics. 

 

In 2012, the UNSC endorsed the SEEA Central Framework
16

 as the initial version of the international 

standard for environmental-economic accounts, subject to further revision with input for example 

from Eurostat, OECD, UNECE and the World Bank. Next year, the UNSC endorsed the Revised 

Framework for the Development of Environment Statistics
17

 (FDES) with input for example from 

Eurostat. 

 

Currently, UNECE is assessing the feasibility of launching a database on environmental indicators 

of Eastern and South-Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia, which have been reviewed at the 

meetings of the Joint Task Force on Environmental Indicators. The database would also serve the data 

needs of the UNECE Committee on Environmental Policy. The Task Force also plans to update the 

publication, Environmental Indicator Guidelines. 

 

7. Culture statistics  

Documentation: ECE/CES/BUR/2008/FEB/3 (Finland), Add.1 (extract from the Database of 

International Statistical Activities), Add.2 (UNESCO) and Add.3 (Brazil, Germany, UNECE). 

The Bureau reviewed culture statistics in depth in February 2008. The Bureau noted that the Institute 

of Statistics of the United Nations Economic, Social and Cultural Organization (UIS) is currently 

revising the framework of cultural statistics. 

 

Outcome 

UIS was encouraged to consult the framework of culture statistics with countries as widely as 

possible, and the in-depth review report was shared with UIS. New work was not launched. 

 

Related initiatives 

In June 2008, the Conference drew attention of its members to the ongoing consultation of the 2009 

UNESCO Framework for Cultural Statistics (FCS)
18

. The framework was sent to the UNSC for 

information in 2010. 

 

Eurostat re-launched the Working Group on Cultural Statistics in June 2008, and in 2009 an ESSnet-

Culture was set up to “develop data generation on the basis of a coordinated statistical system and to 

examine the possibility of adapting or developing existing methods in order to respond to new needs 

and to cover new domains if relevant”. In its final report
19

, the ESSnet defined a conceptual 

framework on culture, key concepts of cultural activities, cultural sector and cultural employment and 

a list of relevant indicators and data sources, and gave recommendations for specific questionnaires.  

 

8. Agricultural statistics, including forestry and fisheries statistics  

Documentation: ECE/CES/2008/OCT/3 (Eurostat, in cooperation with United States and Brazil), 

Add.1 (extract from DISA) and Add.2 (UNECE)  

 

The Bureau reviewed agricultural statistics in October 2008. The in-depth review paper was circulated 

to the CES members for written comments. The consultation showed the need for more international 

coordination in agricultural statistics. 

 

In June 2009, the Conference agreed that Eurostat prepare Terms of Reference for future work on 

agricultural statistics in the UNECE region to set up a “light” Task Force for this purpose with a clear 

value added for the UNSC process. The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) was invited to 
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participate in the discussions. In October 2009, the Bureau decided to postpone setting up the Task 

Force pending the outcome of the global discussions.  

 

Outcome 

In June 2010, the Bureau considered the developments during the UNSC led process on agricultural 

statistics and noted that there was no longer a need to establish a Task Force. 

 

The Bureau recommended that the topic of agriculture statistics be added to the list of possible CES 

seminar topics after the discussions at the global level, but a CES seminar on the topic has not been 

held. 

 

Related initiatives 

In February 2008, the concerns related to the quality and availability of agricultural statistics were 

discussed at the UNSC. An expert meeting on Agricultural Statistics, held in Washington DC, on 22–

23 October 2008, formed the basis of a paper for the UNSC in 2009. The UNSC recommended that a 

Friends of Chair Working Group be formed to develop the global strategy for approval at the UNSC 

in 2010. 

 

With input from the Friends of Chair Group and other stakeholders, the World Bank developed a draft 

Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural Statistics in collaboration with FAO. The UNSC approved 

the strategy in 2010, and an action plan was published in 2012
20

. 

 

9. Measurement of labour cost  

Documentation: ECE/CES/2008/OCT/4 (OECD), Add.1 (extract from DISA) and Add.2 (UNECE) 

 

The Bureau reviewed in depth statistics on labour cost in October 2008. The previous report on labour 

statistics by ILO in 2005 made a number of interesting points and recommended some actions on 

labour costs. In June 2009, the Conference discussed the outcome of the review.  

 

Outcome 

No activities were launched under the Conference. In June 2009, the Conference requested the 

Bureau to follow up on the activities undertaken by international organizations in this area and review 

the topic in the future if necessary. 

 

Related initiatives 

Many concerns highlighted in the paper were addressed by the revised recommendations on the 

Measurement of working time
21

, endorsed by the 18
th
 International Conference of Labour Statisticians 

(ICLS). 

 

At the same time, OECD implemented projects on the standardization of average annual hours 

worked, published unit labour cost indicators and studied the methods and procedures used for 

integration of labour input measures in the national accounts of OECD member countries. 

 

10. Housing statistics  

Documentation: ECE/CES/BUR/2009/FEB/2 (Poland), Add.1 (Australia), Add.2 (Latvia), Add. 3 

(Finland), Add.4 (UNECE), Add.5 (Brazil) 

 

The Bureau reviewed housing statistics in-depth in February 2009, and asked the secretariat to carry 

out a survey on housing statistics among the CES members to find out about the priority areas of 

housing statistics where future work might be undertaken at international level. The Conference 

discussed the results of the consultation and the review paper in June 2009. 
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Outcome 

The secretariat carried out a survey on housing statistics
22

 in April-May 2009 with replies from 42 

countries and three international organizations. The survey did not bring up a clear priority area in 

housing statistics where international work should be undertaken. The survey showed, however, that a 

standard international set of definitions, accounting procedures and guidelines should be established. 

 

In October 2009, based on the survey results the Bureau decided that there is no urgent need to 

establish activities in housing statistics in addition to the activities already undertaken at other fora. 

Housing statistics will be kept on the list of follow-up items and the Bureau will come back to the 

topic in the future.  

 

11. Statistical dissemination, communication and publications  

Documentation: ECE/CES/BUR/2009/OCT/2 (UNECE and the Steering Group on Statistical 

Dissemination and Communication), Add.1 (Slovenia) 

In October 2009, the Bureau reviewed in-depth the topic of statistical dissemination, communication 

and publications to identify areas where the international statistical community could assist national 

statistical organizations. The Bureau experimented with a new approach to discuss the topic at the 

CES plenary session prior to the review by the Bureau in order to get input from all CES members.  

 

The Bureau decided that work should be undertaken to improve statistical literacy, and approved in 

November 2010 a proposal by the Steering Group on Statistical Dissemination and Communication 

for preparing Guidelines on improving statistical literacy. The Conference also approved the proposed 

follow-up actions in June 2010. 

 

Outcome 

As a result, in 2012 UNECE published a Guide to Improving statistical literacy
23

 as part 4 of the 

series Making Data Meaningful.  

The Steering Group also substantially revised the Guide to communicating with the media
24

 (issued in 

2004), published as Part 3 of the series Making data meaningful. 

 

Related initiatives 

In addition, an international statistical literacy project has been implemented under the International 

Association for Official Statistics (IAOS). Eurostat has also carried out related activities in the 

Eurostat Sponsorship on Communication. 

 

In 2014, the Conference will discuss the topic of What is the value of official statistics and how do we 

communicate this value as a CES seminar. 

 

12. Government finance, fiscal and public sector statistics 

Documentation: ECE/CES/BUR/2009/OCT/3 (IMF), Add.1 (UNECE) 

In October 2009, the Bureau reviewed in-depth government finance statistics (GFS), fiscal and public 

sector statistics, and called for more cooperation between international agencies active in GFS. The 

Bureau members noted that training and technical assistance on GFS to countries with developing 

statistical systems would be beneficial. The Conference was informed of the outcome in June 2010.  

 

Outcome 

The Bureau decided not to launch new activities under the CES other than capacity building to 

improve GFS implementation: 
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 Joint IMF/EFTA/UNECE workshop on Links between Government Finance and National 

Accounts Statistics for East Europe and Central Asian countries, 2-6 May 2011, Vienna, 

Austria. 

 Joint IMF/EFTA/UNECE seminar on the links between Government Finance Statistic and the 

National Accounts
25

, 20-22 November 2013, Istanbul, Turkey. 

 

Related initiatives 

In June 2010, IMF reported to the Conference of its plans to establish a group of experts on 

government finance statistics which has now published a draft of the updated manual, Government 

Finance Statistics Manual
26

 to bring it in line with 2008 System of National Accounts (SNA), the 

Balance of Payments Manual 6th edition and Public Sector Debt Statistics: Guide for Compilers and 

Users. 

 

13. The use of secondary and mixed sources for official statistics   

Documentation: ECE/CES/BUR/2010/JUNE/2 

The Bureau reviewed the use of secondary and mixed sources for official statistics in June 2010. The 

review concluded that it would be useful to share information and develop guidelines in this area. The 

ability to use various data sources effectively is increasingly important for the efficiency of statistical 

production. The Bureau asked the secretariat to create a knowledge base comprising the existing 

information on the topic.  

 

Outcome 

The secretariat created and maintains a knowledge base called the ASSIST (Administrative and 

Secondary Sources in Statistics) wiki
27

 that contains links to relevant training materials, papers, 

conferences and publications, and circulated to the Bureau the publication Using administrative and 

secondary sources for official statistics
28

.  

 

In June 2011, the Conference suggested that a possible group on data collection, proposed in the first 

CES 2011 seminar, could deal with the topic of using secondary and mixed sources. In November 

2011, the Bureau approved the organisation of a seminar on New frontiers for statistical data 

collection
29

, which was held in 2012. In connection with the seminar, the secretariat carried out a 

survey of organization of data collection in statistical offices, and after the meeting a wiki for sharing 

resources and experiences in statistical data collection
30

 was set up. Following the success of this first 

seminar, a second seminar was held in September 2013, with a focus on mixed mode data collection, 

and the use of Big Data for official statistics. 

 

Related initiatives 

The in-depth review paper was forwarded to the UNSC Friends of the Chair group on integrated 

economic statistics for consideration when preparing the guidelines on using secondary sources in 

economic statistics, and has been referred to on their website
31

. 

 

The topic of Big Data is the subject of an in-depth review by the CES Bureau in October 2013, and 

was identified as a priority for international collaboration activities in the area of the modernisation of 

statistical production and services, by the CES in 2013. 
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14. Time-use surveys 

Documentation: ECE/CES/BUR/2010/NOV/2 (Germany), Add.1 (comments by countries and 

international organizations), Add.2 (Germany) and Add.3 (UNECE) 

In November 2010, the Bureau reviewed time-use surveys in-depth. The Bureau noted the increasing 

demand for time-use surveys (TUS) as a follow-up to the Stiglitz Commission report and the 

importance of these surveys to measure the quality of life, well-being, non-market work, gender 

equality, etc. The Bureau considered that the insufficient harmonisation that reduces the value of this 

expensive and complicated survey, and decided to set up a Task Force on time-use surveys. 

 

Outcome 

The Conference reviewed the draft guidelines for harmonizing time use surveys in June 2013. The 

Bureau reviewed them in February 2013, and sent them for electronic consultation to all CES 

members. A total of 31 countries and international organizations provided comments prior to the CES 

plenary session showing support of the guidelines. A revised draft reflecting the comments will be 

presented for endorsement to the Bureau in October 2013. 

 

In June 2013, the Conference requested the Bureau to consider the need for further work, and decide 

on next steps. 

 

Related initiatives 

The Centre for Time Use Research maintains an information gateway
32

 to research and measurement 

of time use. 

 

15. Measuring information society and statistics on science, technology and innovation (ICT) 

Documentation: ECE/CES/BUR/2010/NOV/3 (Australia), Add.1 and Add. 2 (comments by countries 

and international organizations) and Add. 3 (UNECE) 

In November 2010, the Bureau reviewed in-depth the topic of measuring information society and 

statistics on science, technology and innovation. The Bureau concluded that a lot of work is being 

done by different agencies in the area, and the work could be better coordinated. The Bureau, 

therefore, asked for an inventory of the groups working in this area.  

 

In June 2011, the Conference was informed of the outcome and noted that there may be scope for 

better coordination of the many initiatives and that development of a conceptual framework may be 

considered. The Bureau discussed possible ways forward in November 2011 and February 2012. 

 

Outcome 

The secretariat together with Australia and the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) made 

an inventory of the groups
33

 working in this area for the November 2011 Bureau meeting.  

 

OECD prepared a paper for the 2012 February Bureau meeting on the conceptual framework for 

measuring these statistics and on the international coordination. The Bureau asked OECD to inform 

the OECD Working Party on indicators for the information society (WPIIS) about their views and 

to encourage the Working Party to link their work with the SNA.  

 

After these investigations, the Bureau did not launch any new work on the topic. Instead, the need to 

develop UN standards to measure ICT should be raised at the UNSC.  

 

Related initiatives 
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In 2012, UNSC reviewed the work of the Partnership on Measuring Information and Communication 

Technology for Development and agreed with their recommendations
34

 for improvement of ICT 

statistics.  

 

In 2013, the Partnership informed the UNSC that the revision of the Frascati Manual for Surveys of 

Research and Development is planned for 2013-2014. The UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) 

informed that they will make an inventory of innovation surveys carried out worldwide. In June 2013, 

UIS planned to launch the first global data collection of innovation statistics, to be carried out every 

two years. A pilot data collection was carried out in 2011
35

. The report to the UNSC also informed 

that a patent statistics Task Force has been created to promote the coordination of activities in that 

area. 

 

The report to UNSC
36

 states that following an expansion in the number of activities on ICT statistics, 

many statistical agencies are reporting financial difficulties and the need to identify priorities and 

potential areas for savings. The international organizations operating in this field (especially 

UNESCO Institute for Statistics, OECD and Eurostat) are reviewing alternative methods for 

collecting data and using administrative sources. 

 

16. Education statistics 

Documentation: ECE/CES/BUR/2011/NOV/2 (Australia), Add.1 (UNECE) and Add. 2 (UNESCO 

Institute for Statistics (UIS)) 

The Bureau reviewed education statistics in-depth in November 2011. The Bureau noted that 

guidelines are needed for the measurement of e-learning, which is a relevant topic in several 

countries. Good practices should also be shared on the integration of different data sources and 

education statistics produced by various agencies. First, the Bureau requested for a review of 

countries’ interest in taking part on a Task Force on measuring e-learning. Second, the Bureau asked 

the secretariat to investigate the feasibility of further work on compiling good practices on integrating 

administrative, survey and census data on education. 

 

The secretariat was asked to check when the next review of education statistics is planned by the 

United Nations Statistical Commission (UNSC) to see whether the issues identified in the review can 

be taken up at the global level. 

 

Outcome 

The CES 2012 plenary session was informed about the outcome of the review, and a call for a 

chairing the suggested Task Forces was made. Several countries and international organizations 

expressed interest in participating in the Task Force on measuring e-learning and expressed readiness 

to share good practice in integrating administrative, survey and census data on education. No country 

or organization volunteered to lead either of the two activities. Therefore, the start of these activities 

was put on hold until a later date. 

 

The Bureau invited the UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) to give a presentation about their future 

work, but they had to cancel their participation.  

 

Related initiatives 

The UNSC asked the UIS to report on education statistics in 2012. The report was sent to the UNSC 

for information in 2013. 
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17. Global manufacturing 

Documentation: ECE/CES/BUR/2011/NOV/3 (the Netherlands), Add.1 (the Netherlands, UNECE) 

and Add. 2 (UNECE) 

The Bureau reviewed global manufacturing in-depth in November 2011, and considered globalization 

as a core area of work for the CES. They saw a need to address the unresolved conceptual issues 

arising from the 2008 SNA and the Balance of Payments Manual, 6
th
 edition with practical guidelines. 

The Bureau set up a Task Force on Global Production and a Steering Group on national accounts. The 

Bureau expressed concern about the broad and complex scope of work, and requested the Task Force 

to establish a priority list of issues and ensure wide global consultations during its work. 

 

Outcome 

The Task Force organized an interim meeting on global production in Geneva from 3 to 4 April 2013 

for the UNECE/Eurostat/OECD group of experts on national accounts to discuss the draft chapters. 

The Task Force will provide a progress report to the Bureau in October 2013. Subject to the advice of 

the Bureau, the Task Force will continue its work with the aim of submitting its final report to the 

CES members for consultations in 2014 and to CES for endorsement in 2015. 

 

Related initiatives 

Eurostat set up a Task Force on goods sent abroad for processing in 2011 to study the main 

consequences of the new treatment of goods sent abroad for processing, identify the need for new data 

sources; to promote the exchange of experiences and to propose some practical solutions to the main 

difficulties encountered during its work. The Task Force on global production is in close cooperation 

with this group. 

 

18. Household survey methods  

Documentation: ECE/CES/BUR/2011/NOV/4 (Canada), Add. 1 (UNECE), Add. 2 (Ukraine) and 

Add.3 (Eurostat)  

The Bureau reviewed household survey methods in-depth in November 2011, and concluded that 

household surveys are important building blocks of national statistical systems and need to be better 

integrated with other sources. The Bureau asked the upcoming meeting on data collection to also deal 

with household surveys and to prepare a list of available resources on this topic. The paper was 

submitted to the CES 2012 plenary session for information. 

 

Outcome 

The Bureau postponed the decision on further activities related to household survey methods until 

after the data collection meeting has taken place. 

 

Related initiatives 

The seminar on New frontiers for statistical data collection discussed among other topics household 

surveys. A seminar on Statistical Data Collection held on 25 - 27 September 2013 discussed several 

issues related to household survey methodology, for example survey integration and the work of the 

ESSnet on Data Collection for Social Surveys Using Multi Modes. 

 

19. Population ageing 

Documentation: ECE/CES/BUR/2012/NOV/2 (UNECE), 2/Add.1 (UNECE) and 2/Add.2 (Mexico) 

The Bureau reviewed ageing-related statistics in-depth in November 2012. The topic is of high policy 

relevance in many UNECE countries. A lot of data already exists but it needs to be made more useful 

and more easily available. The Bureau decided to set up a Task Force on ageing-related statistics to 

improve the availability, accessibility and comparability of statistical data in support of ageing-related 

policymaking.  

 

Outcome 



The Bureau set up the Task Force in February 2013. The final report with an overview of current 

practices, analysis of data gaps and recommendations for statistical offices should be submitted to the 

Bureau by the end of 2014. 

Related initiatives 

Some relevant information on ageing has been collected through the World Health Organization 

(WHO)-OECD-Eurostat survey on health statistics and the European Health Interview Survey.  

Related work was carried out by the expert group on the Active Ageing Index which finalised its 

activities in 2012. 

20. Banking, insurance and financial statistics 

Documentation: ECE/CES/BUR/2012/NOV/3 (IMF), and 3/Add.1 (Mexico) 

The Bureau reviewed banking, insurance and financial statistics in-depth in November 2012. The 

Bureau noted that financial statistics are an area where many initiatives exist and are well coordinated, 

while there would be room for further improvements in alignment of concepts and methods and 

strengthening cooperation between national statistical offices and central banks.  

 

Outcome 

The Bureau decided not to launch new work in the area.  

 

Related initiatives 

Currently, cooperation between the statistical offices and central banks is promoted in individual 

meetings, and regularly through a one-day joint meeting of the OECD Working Party on Financial 

Statistics and the Working Party on National Accounts. 

 

The European Central Bank is leading the development of statistics on monetary financial institutions, 

financial intermediaries, securities, financial stability, financial integration, insurance corporations 

and pension funds etc. They are also work towards implementing the European System of National 

and Regional Accounts (ESA) 2010 in all relevant statistics, and setting up a register of large banking 

and insurance groups which would be interoperable with the Eurostat Euro-Groups Register. 

 

21. Poverty statistics  

Documentation: ECE/CES/BUR/2012/NOV/4 (Ukraine and Eurostat), 4 Add.1 (UNECE), 4 Add.2 

(Mexico) and 4 Add.3 (World Bank) 

The Bureau reviewed poverty statistics in-depth in November 2012, and concluded that addressing 

poverty measurement is urgent considering the on-going public discussions. There is no forum for 

solving the lack of common definitions, methodologies and indicators for the monitoring of poverty. 

The Bureau decided to organise a one-off event in 2013 jointly with OECD and CIS-STAT to discuss 

ways to improve poverty measurement in the UNECE region, and asked a seminar outline to be 

prepared for consultation with the Conference.  

 

Outcome 

In June 2013, the Conference discussed the preparation of the seminar to provide input. The 

Conference supported the organization of the seminar “The way forward in poverty measurement” on 

2-4 December 2013, taking into account the comments received through electronic consultations and 

the discussion at the CES plenary session. The Bureau may consider the need for launching new 

activities after the seminar. At the plenary session, a proposal was made to consider organising a high-

level seminar on this topic in the future.  

 

Related initiatives 

The EU countries have a set of indicators for poverty monitoring based on the data from the EU 

Survey on Income and Living Conditions (EU-SILC). To monitor progress towards the target of the 

Europe 2020 Strategy on the 'Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs', the EU 



Council of Ministers agreed on an 'at risk of poverty or social exclusion' indicator, sourced from the 

EU-SILC. The EU-SILC survey is currently under review to further improve its timeliness, coverage 

and capacity to provide data for poverty indicators. There is also a need to bridge the gap between the 

EU and other countries and to identify emerging issues that will become important in the coming 

years. 

 

The World Bank provides an online poverty analysis tool, PovcalNet
37

, which is the source of, and 

allows users to replicate, the World Bank's global, regional and country level poverty estimates. 

 

22. Political and other community activities, including volunteering 

Documentation: ECE/CES/BUR/2013/FEB/2 (Mexico), Add.1 (ILO), Add.2 (Eurostat) 

The Bureau reviewed political and other community activities, including volunteering in February 

2013. The purpose was to bring clarity to the related concepts and take stock of the current situation. 

The Bureau concluded that these data are increasingly important, yet challenging to measure. Some of 

the concepts are new and would require precise definitions, such as the concepts of active solidarity, 

active empathy and participatory solidarity. 

 

Outcome 

The Bureau selected the issue as a possible CES seminar topic. In May 2013, the UNECE secretariat 

conducted an electronic consultation with the members of the Conference on the possible topics for 

discussion at the 2014 Conference. An outline of a seminar on statistics on political participation and 

other community activities, including volunteer was included in the note. The topic was not selected 

for CES 2014 seminars, but it will remain on the list of possible future seminar topics.  

 

Related initiatives 

The issue of political and other community activities, including volunteering is linked to the recent 

OECD work on well-being and social capital, and to the measurement of social capital
38

 and relational 

goods by Italy. Some of the conceptual problems may be addressed in the forthcoming definition of 

“work” by ILO. The World Bank provides indicators of six dimensions of governance
39

 based on 

variables collected from more than 30 sources. 

 

For example, the United Kingdom, has carried out a new survey called “Community Life Survey’
40

 

which tracks the developments in volunteering, charitable giving, local action and networks and well-

being. It builds on previous surveys to enable following some of the developments in time.  
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