
UNITED NATIONS ECE/CES/BUR/2013/FEB/13 
ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE 16 January 2013 
 
CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN STATISTICIANS 
    
Third Meeting of the 2012/2013 Bureau 
Luxembourg, 5-6 February 2013 
   Item 4(e) of the Provisional 
   Agenda 
 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 
FOR THE TASK FORCE ON AGEING-RELATED STATISTICS 

 
Prepared by the secretariat  

 
 
I. BACKGROUND  
 
1. The Bureau of the Conference of European Statisticians (CES) selected statistics 
related to population ageing as a topic for an in-depth review in November 2012. In order to 
obaint input from the CES members, the topic was discussed at the CES plenary session in 
June 2012 based on a paper prepared by the secretariat. Several participants emphasised the 
high policy relevance of the topic and some expressed readiness to participate in a task force 
in this area. 
 
2. Ageing has a profound impact on a broad range of economic, political and social 
processes, affecting virtually all domains of society. Since 2002, countries of the UNECE 
are following the Regional Implementation Strategy for the Madrid International Plan of 
Action on Ageing (the global action plan) where they committed to action in ten key areas. 
To base these actions on evidence, reliable data on the relevant issues needs to be available 
by age and sex. The importance of appropriate measurement of ageing and its consequences 
is further emphasised in the context of monitoring the implementation of the agreed 
Strategy. UNECE member countries reinforced this commitment in the ministerial 
declaration “Ensuring a society for all ages: promoting quality of life and active ageing” 
adopted at the Ministerial Conference on Ageing in Vienna in September 2012. 
 
3. The in-depth review paper highlighted issues and challenges in the production and 
dissemination of data by age, the dispersion of ageing-related statistics, data gaps on 
important issues related to ageing as well as the need for subjective measures and 
longitudinal data. To tackle these issues, it suggested creating a joint task force of 
statisticians and policymakers, which could take as its starting point in particular the work of 
the UNECE Expert Group on the Active Ageing Index and the INSEE-Eurostat Sponsorship 
Group on Measuring Progress, Well-being and Sustainable Development. The task force 
could develop recommendations to statistical offices for improving and harmonising the 
collection and dissemination of ageing-related data. 
 
4. At its meeting in November 2012, the Bureau tasked a preparatory group consisting of 
interested countries and organizations with developing focused terms of reference for a task 
force on ageing-related statistics, for discussion and approval at the February 2013 meeting 
of the Bureau. These are contained in the present document. 
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5. The Bureau approved the present terms of reference for the Task Force on 
Ageing-related Statistics. 
 
II. MANDATE 
 
6. The Task Force on Ageing-related Statistics reports to the Conference of European 
Statisticians (CES) through its Bureau. It will provide a final report at the end of its mandate 
of two years.  
 
III. OBJECTIVE 
 
7. The objective of the Task Force is to improve the availability, accessibility and 
comparability of statistical data in support of ageing-related policymaking in the framework 
of the UNECE Regional Implementation Strategy1 for the Madrid International Plan of 
Action on Ageing.  
 
IV. PLANNED ACTIVITIES AND OUTPUTS 
 
8. The following activities and outputs are planned:  
 
 (a) Providing an overview of existing sets of statistical indicators for monitoring the 
ageing situation and policies; 
 
 (b) Providing an overview of international data availability and comparability of 
ageing-related statistics; 
 
 (c) Identifying domains that ageing-related statistics should cover; 
 
 (d) Identifying in each domain data gaps that could be addressed using existing 
sources, through better processing and access to micro-data and linking administrative and 
survey data; 
 
 (e) Developing recommendations to statistical offices for addressing the data gaps; 
 
 (f) Collecting and presenting good national practices in disseminating and 
communicating ageing-related statistics; 
 
 (g) Developing recommendations to statistical offices for harmonising the 
dissemination and improving the communication of ageing-related statistics. 
 

                                                 
1 ECE/AC.23/2002/2/Rev.6. Available at http://www.unece.org/pau/age/welcome.html. 
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V. TIMETABLE 
 
9. The following timetable is foreseen: 
 

Feb-Mar 2013 Launching the Task Force – identifying the countries and 
organizations interested to participate in its work 

Apr-May 2013 Discussion of work plan 

Jun-Nov 2013 Collection of information on: 
• existing sets of statistical indicators on ageing 
• international data availability and comparability 
• national practices in disseminating and communicating 

ageing-related statistics 

Dec 2013 – Mar 2014 Review and analysis of the collected information, including 
identification of data gaps 

Apr-Sep 2014 Drafting the recommendations on: 
• addressing the data gaps 
• harmonising the dissemination and improving the 

collection and dissemination communication of 
ageing-related statistics 

Oct-Nov 2014 Editing the report 

End 2014 Submission of the report to the CES Bureau 

 
VI. METHODS OF WORK 
 
10. The Task Force is expected to work mainly via email and telephone conferences. It 
will attempt to organize at least one face-to-face meeting.  
 
VII. MEMBERSHIP 
 
11. The following countries and organizations have committed to participate in the work of 
the Task Force on Ageing-related Statistics: Canada, Italy, United Kingdom, United States, 
Eurostat, CIS-STAT. Membership is open to additional countries or organizations. 
Government experts and academics who work on ageing-related indicators will be invited to 
join the Task Force. UNECE will provide the secretariat support. 
 

* * * * * 
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