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1. The Task Force on Time Use Surveys was established by the Bureau of the 
Conference of European Statisticians (CES) in November 2010 with the objective to prepare 
guidelines and compilations of best practices to help countries in carrying out time use 
surveys and to improve comparability of their results at the international level. 

2. The Task Force includes representatives from Australia (Ms Caroline Daley chairs the 
Task Force), Canada, Finland, France, Hungary, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, Romania, 
Sweden, United Kingdom (Centre for Time Use Research), Eurostat and OECD. The Task 
Force worked intensively over two years and held two face-to-face meetings (in August 
2011 in Oxford and January 2012 in Geneva) and 11 audio conferences. For efficient 
exchanges on its work, the Task Force is using the wiki environment of UNECE. 

3. The Task Force has prepared Guidelines for Harmonising Time Use Surveys presented 
in the addendum to this document. The overall objective of the Guidelines is to help 
countries in carrying out time use surveys and to improve the international comparability of 
their results. 

4. The Guidelines focus on areas where the statistical community has expressed a 
particular need for further guidance, which include: 

 (a)  Policy relevance of time use surveys; 

 (b) Availability and comparability of key statistical measures of time use; 

 (c) Periodicity of time use surveys; 

 (d) The use of light and full-scale time use diaries, and  

 (e)  Activity classification. 

5. The Guidelines also deal with the different stages of survey-taking: sampling, 
questionnaire design and testing, data collection, processing and dissemination. Regarding 
these topics, the Guidelines focus on issues not covered in the United Nations Guide to 
Producing Statistics on Time Use1. 

                                                 
1 Available at http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/standmeth/handbooks 
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6. All substantive chapters include conclusions and/or recommendations. The Guidelines 
also include a short chapter on issues requiring further work. The guidance is based on 
experiences from countries with developed statistical systems. 

7. The Bureau decided to send the Guidelines on Time Use Surveys for electronic 
consultation to all CES member countries with a view to presenting the guidelines to 
the CES 2013 plenary session for endorsement. 

8. If the Bureau agrees with the present draft, and subject to the comments made by the 
Bureau, the secretariat will send the Guidelines for broad consultation to all CES members 
in March 2013. Subject to a positive outcome from the consultation, the secretariat will 
make the Guidelines available on the UNECE web site in May and submit them for 
endorsement by the Conference at its plenary session on 10-12 June 2013. 

* * * * * 
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