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REVIEW AND FOLLOW-UP TO THE ACTIVITIES 
OF THE CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN STATISTICIANS 

 
Note by the UNECE Secretariat1 

 
1. Following the tradition of the former UNECE Working Party on Electronic Data Processing 
(CES/WP.9), the framework for international cooperation in the field of management of statistical information 
systems in the UNECE region includes periodic reviews of CES activities concerning statistical information 
processing, statistical metadata, statistical data editing, geographical information systems, statistical 
confidentiality and electronic data reporting.   
 
2. The ongoing activities currently concentrate on the following topics: 

• Statistical metadata (METIS); 
• Statistical data editing; 
• Technical aspects of statistical data confidentiality and disclosure control.  

 
Statistical metadata 
 
3. The Task Force on a common metadata framework2 continued its work.  Its objective is to organize 
available information about statistical metadata into a framework that can be used by national statistical 
organizations in the development of their metadata systems. It is expected that international statistical 
organizations would also benefit from this work.  The progress report CES/BUR.2005/29 summarizing the first 
phase (developing the structure of the framework) will be made available to the participants at the MSIS 2005 
meeting (see: http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2005.04.msis.htm). 
 

                                                 
1 Prepared by Juraj Riecan (juraj.riecan@uence.org). 
 
2 The membership of the Task Force includes: Graeme Oakley and Alistair Hamilton (Australian Bureau of Statistics), 
Miroslava Brchanova (Czech Statistical Office), Søren Netterstrøm (Statistics Denmark), Bo Sundgren (Statistics 
Sweden), Max Booleman (Statistics Netherlands), Daniel Gillman (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics), Juraj Riecan 
(UNECE), Jana Meliskova (expert invited by UNECE), Denis Ward (OECD), and Marco Pellegrino (Eurostat). 
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Statistical data editing 
 
4. The editorial group3 created after the October 2003 Work Session on Statistical Data Editing has 
agreed on the structure of the publication on the impact of editing and imputation on data quality.  Currently the 
structure is being populated by amended versions of past and new papers related to the topic.  The May 2005 
work session will agree on final adjustments to be made before issuing the publication. 
 
5. The structure of the publication was agreed as follows: 

Preface 
Introduction 
Chapter 1 – Framework of Evaluation 
Chapter 2 – Quality Measures 

Section 2.1 – Indicators 
Section 2.2 – Impact of the process 
Section 2.3 – Impact on precision 
Section 2.4 – Data Users 

Chapter 3 – Improving Quality 
Section 3.1 – Continuous improvement 
Section 3.2 – Effect of collection mode 
Section 3.3 – Alternate data sources 

Chapter 4 – Improving Surveys – Where does editing fit in? 
Bibliography 

 
Technical aspects of statistical data confidentiality and disclosure control 
 
6. Besides the high-level Task Force created at the 2003 plenary session of the Conference of European 
Statisticians, there is also continued cooperation among technical experts from national statistical offices 
supported jointly by the UNECE (CES) and Eurostat.  A work session will be organized to exchange 
experiences and discuss issues under the following topics:  

• Web/online remote access questions (techniques and organizational issues); 
• Safety aspects of analysis results, disclosure assurance of analytical outputs;  
• Glossary of terms for statistical data confidentiality; 
• Links coordination with the “Comité du Secret”; 
• Disclosure risk, information loss and usability of data, 
• Statistical data confidentiality aspects of population and housing censuses taking into account 

classical, register-based and continuous censuses; 
• Confidentiality aspects of tabular data, frequency tables, etc. 

 
7. The agenda of the work session is still to be agreed.  Eurostat will publish the proceedings of the work 
session, containing updated versions of the articles and incorporating outcomes of the discussion. 
 
Forthcoming events 
 
8. The following events are planned in these fields in 2005: 

• Meeting on the Management of Statistical Information Systems (Bratislava, 18-20 April 2005), 
followed on 20 and 21 April by OECD’s SDMX Expert Group; 

• Work session on Statistical Data Edit ing (Ottawa, 16-18 May 2005); 
• Work session on Statistical Data Confidentiality (Geneva, 26-28 October 2005). 

                                                 
3 The membership includes Leopold Granquist (Statistics Sweden), John Kovar (Statistics Canada), Carsten Kuchler 
(Statistisches Bundesamt, Germany), Pedro Revilla (Instituto Nacional de Estadistica, Spain) Natalie Shlomo (University 
of Southampton, U.K.), Heather Wagstaff (Office for National Statistics, U.K.), and Paula Weir (U.S. Department of 
Energy). 
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9. A related activity undertaken within the CES framework, the UNECE-OECD Work Session on 
Statistical Dissemination and Communication, was organized on 14-15 February 2005 at Henley-on-Thames, 
United Kingdom.  This activity is partly related to some technical aspects of dissemination, but it also deals 
with the contents of communication and storytelling, dissemination policies and other aspects exceeding the 
framework of the MSIS. 
 
Other activities 
 
10. Two activity areas are currently in a dormant mode, due to resource constraints.  Both of them were 
traditionally supported jointly by the UNECE and Eurostat: 

• Geographical information systems; 
• Electronic data reporting. 

 
11. In both cases there is an agreement to organize a work session in the near future, provided that 
resources are available in the two organizations.  The work session on EDR was tentatively planned for late 
2005. 
 

- - - - - 


